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RICA bas for m! abs bay wind. 
Weld Part of the World where the People were 
LED as Cruel and Savage as the Lions' and Ti- 
gers with which it abounds : But ſince the 
s morous Diſcoveries that have been made 
; ” there, it has plainly appear'd that Love i is of 
at Odbntties] and that Barbary itſelf is Barbarous 'only by 
Name; The following Piece of Gallantry comes from thetic, 
and will ferve to Nor! what [ Y kg the other Loves 
Hiſtories of . enn 
COUNT Alexander, x pong W N bleman' very 
conſiderable for his Eſtate, but more by his Birth, and the 
Qualities" of his Mind. was hardly enter'd'intv the World; 
when he was 'preſs'd by his parents to marry, He was. 
young,” well made, and rte. and had the Courage of. 
the Od Rvmnns,/and 100 d his Pleaſures Hike the New: Be 
Vor. Iv. N | B 3 Was 


W Opiaie 


o 
* e in. * ns £ er 

fore to/free-bimfalf Hfrom-the'Impc ; 
-  hereſolv'sto forkgkes 65 cbm, and travel, ra- 


ther than ſubmit to a Condition of Life, which was ſo con- 
trary to his Sentiments, and the Liberty he ſo dearly valu'd. 
He entruſted his Deſign to à Valet de Chambre, who had 
ſerv d him long, and who being à Fellow of Dexterity ſoon 
got every Thing ready that was —— for their Pur- 


pales + 


* 
* bal 


| Day, without taking Leave of any Body, he ſet out from 
Rome only with this Servant, and embark'd at Civita Vec- 
chia, on A Eclucca . which. he . ad. hir'd for - his.own-Uſe, 


Ris Deſign was to viſit the <p Courts of Europe, and 
to Ae og with thit of Span. But Fortune capriciauſly 
ng'd his Courſe, and 3 him to Africa. _ 

"THE fiſt Three 1 Days be had the fineſt Weather imagin- 


able; there was not ſo much as a contrary Gale; bis Row- 
_ _ es. ply'd. their; Qars briskly 51 and he He'd bimfelf in the 
- Happigefs of bis Voyage. Bnt. as the Coaſt of Italy is dan 
gerous, eſpecially in the Summer, beczuſe o f-tho/Piratengr 
Barbary, the fourth Day early in the Morning Oonnt Ar- 
 ' ander, who never thought be had left Rome: to be led. in 
: De to Junis, found himſelf ſaluted by a Brigantine of 
t Nlation. The poor Watermen were preſently Alarmd: 
he Sight, of a. ſingle Turhant fills them with; Horror ;..ad 
is bad, hardly given them three or four ſmall. Shot, 
when they jump d into * Sea, to fave themſelves by ſwim- 
ming. The inalian Count, remain'd: with: his / Mah in the 
| Felucca; not that he hoped to be able to defend himſelf a- 
inſt ſuch a Number of Enemies; to: do which. he muſt 
ve. had the Proweſs of Romland, or the inchanted Arme 
of the antient-Orlando's. As he cod not ſwim, he cou 
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ght it was better to be made a Slave, than to be 
nd. However, to- let theſe | Batbarians ſee bat ſort 
of to fell his Liberty as dear as he cou'd; 
to fling his Baggege into the Sen, he 
gave Rim the Orders he woufd have bim exeeute. I ſhall 
not mention the Particulars of the Action, which was ve- 
ry Glorious ; two Men defending themſelves daring}y againſt 
more than thirty. Six of the 'Infidels-were kilid outright, 
and ſeveral wounded. For the Turks, ho were willing 
to ſpare them, that they might not loſe their Ranſom, 
us d only Sticks againſt them at firſt; but at laſt, the Death 
of their Comrades, and the Sbame of ſo long and obſti- 
mite a Defenee from two-'raſh' Chriſtians, againſt ſuch a 
Number, having kindled their Rage, they had Recourſe to 
their Scymiters; tbe Servant was kiltd, and the young 


- 'Count's Strength failing him, rather than his Courage, after 


be receiv d many Wounds he was eonſtraimd to yield, not 
-being able to raiſe his Arm, to uſe his Sword. The cow- 


_ -ardly Wretcbes not withſtanding hardly dar/®to ſeize him, 


and did not approach him, till they aw, him fall. Then 


| "they laid hold of him and carry'd him on Board the Bti- 


gantine, where they gave him all the Relief they cou d, in 
order to fave his Life; having no other Token of —— | 
than the taking ſo gallant a Man, 'which eoſt them too 
"Year to boaſt of it. They all look'd-on him with Admi- 
ration, and cou d not comprehend how in ſo green an Age 
there ſhou'd be ſo much Valour; and in a Body Which 


em u ſo delicate and tender, there cou'd be Strength to 


execute the Actions they had feen him perform. As they 
are naturally Superftitious, they believ d there was ſome- 


thing miraculous in his Perſon, or at leaſt chat he was the 
Flower of all the Chriſtians. This Thought enabled them 
to bear their ſhameful victory more patiently; and as they 


"had loft 'feyeral of their Crew, and had before made ſome 


comſiderable Prizes, they reſolv u to return do Tunis. 


© "AF TER ſome Days Sail, they arriv'd at the Gonlerpn, 
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* and and Festes tits msd n n Serum 
* conducted him to the Town. Some of tbeſe Barbarians, 
wo were gone befpre, ſpread ſuch ia Report of his Bra- 
very and Courage, that they drew upon him the. Eyes, nt 
FF "only of the meaner ſort; of People, (hoſe Curiolity is 
ade md) bat alſo of the chiet Inhabitants of Tunis, and 
even of the Baſſe, who, accompany d by ſeveral of his 
Friends, todk a Walk towards the Ruins of Carthage, to 
behold the Arrival of this famous Chriſtian, | They ima- 
gin d him to be a Man whoſe. very Aſpect muſt ſtrike a 
Terror: and were mightily pets d. when they found be 
- was in che fair Bloom. of Youth, and tho'. his Looks vvere 
pale and wann, he had ſomething of Grandeur i in his Coun- 
denance. There was not- one who did not pity him; and 
the Bala; who was the moſt honourable and generous Man 
di the World, preſently . conceiv'd ſuch Indignation againſt 
_ + thoſe who: had usd him ſo eruelly that he commanded 
tem to unbind him immediately, or they ſhou'd feel the 
utmoſt Effects of his Anger. He was obey d; for as he 
wens next the Dey himſelf in, Authority and Power, he was 
nat 10 be reſiſtec, Lie ask'd ther, what they wou d take 
for their-Shvez and- baying caus d him to be conveyd 
dis own Palace, he order d them, five. bundred inden, © 
. the Sum they bad demanded for his Purc 
1 COUNT alexander, who thought himſelf happy, in 
= ** into the Hands of ſo good and noble a Patron, be- 
dee now to be enſſer in his Mind. He was put into, a 
wmwmuandſome Apartmeot, where the Baſſa's Surgeons, Br 
-exzmin'd bis Wounds, which being bettet dreſs'd than 
Bod the Brigantine, he found himſelf much reliev'd. . 
was brought very low. by what he had ſuffer'd. at Sea. Tr 
bis Life was not in Danger. His Fever was not great; and 
it was: hop'd, that in a few Days he wou'd be reſtor'd to 
» pretty good State of Health. - The  Baſſa viſited him 
Morning and Evening, and bis Solicitude for him increas'd 
5 . for, as he are to. EY NA him. * dis WR 
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Part I. 7% HAN SLAYE. 19 
r before I proceed, it may not be amiſs, for the Sa 
tisfüction of the Reader, to ay ſomerbhing voncerning the 
Ferſom Birth and Character of the 'Baſſa; Aabhemer, Baſſa 
hey, the Father of Sidy Morat and Aehentet Lapſy, was the 
Son of a Renegade of the Iſle of Corſita,: of the Houſe of 
Fiesßo Santi, and by the beautiful Qualities of his Perſun, abs 
well as of his Mind, raiſing himſelf to be the Favourite of 
the Dey, or King of che Country, he manag'd his Intereſt 
in that Prince fo well, that he was promoted to the firſt 
Employments of the Kingdom, in which his Son Mahemet 


- ſucceeded! him us his Heir: In a Word, young Meheme?,. 
who ws at Variance with the Dey and the Divan, who 
being jenlous of his Father': Authority were for dividing 
the cw Dignities of Baſſn and Bey, went to Conſtantinople 
to get his Authority confirm d againſt them, from whence 
he return with Triumph. Never did Tunis floutiſh as in 
his Time: Hie was a. Man of an univerſal Capacity, and 
uns equally 'turn'd for Gallantry and Arms; he had a vaſt 
dea of Wit, and was brave, honourable, and magnificent 


to the higheſt Degree. -He lo d the Chriſſians, and caus'd = 


Juſtice to be done them. ©! He entertaia'd a Commerce of 


Civility*with ſeveral Princes of Europe. He ſent, and re- 
ceivd every Year Preſents from the Great Duke of Tuſcany. 


Ia fine; never did any Nobleman of that Country live more 


ſplendidly, or had a greater Merit or Reputation than he. 


There is ſome Reſemblance indeed of this in the Perſon 
of his Son; but not after the ſame Manner. He had the 
true inchnations of a Great Lord, as he'was, and the Seu 


he gain d him the Eſteem and Friendſhip of all the chief 
NOW | ; ; ns > 5 Lords 


5 10 . The Havper SLAVE. | Part 
Lords of the Kingdom, who came to ſec him, rund made 
= bin Preſents according to the Cuſtom of the Country. 
Tut Baſſa caſtiy judgd:by. ſo many illuſirious Tobens 
5 "that this young Chriſtian cu d be of ao mean Extraction: 
However he never ark d him any Queſtions on that Head, 
and knew nothing farther of him, than that he Was. an ra- 
nun. For the Count had neyer dard to diſcover himſelf, 
leſt it Mou'd render his Liberty more · difficult to obtain: 
But after the many. Favours and Bounties he receivid every 
| — the Baſſi, he thought he could not in Gratitude 
 veonceal himſelf from a Man to hom he bad! greater Ob- 
dbgations than) even that of Life, One Dey therefore, the 
Waff having ak d him whether. he hai! no Relations in his 
our Coun⁰νy, and why the did not wvritz to them? Sir, 
*>Qid:he, I hould be. the baſeſt of Men, if Fear, or any o- 
ther! Oonſideration whatever, ſhquld hinter me from re- 
turning che Obligations, I owe: you. 1 hope you will par- 
— me, that I have made ſome Diffienley to open myſelf 
— rü to n. leſt my Captiyity ſhauld become the har- 
, "ther; and my Ranſom be ſet ata higher rice: But after 
— — every Day after ſo many Mac ks of your Ge- 
__—2acrolity, and ſo many FNOurs, Tenn uo looger ſorbear 
uquainting ꝓou that. am a Man of Qualty, and of one 
ef the moſt illuſtrious Families in Rome; my Name is 
cCuat ie anden; and if you ever reſtore me my Liberty, 
2 ought to pa m Runſom · with the utmoſt Acknow- 
nts of the Benefies: L have receiv d from you. The 
E fell a laughung. and embracing him very tenderly, 
Alerandor, ſaid he, your letting me knew ho you me, 
mall not render your Condition worſe than ĩt ãs. I am no 
erchant' of Slaves; I did not bu yow to fell youagain : 
___» You are free; you ſnall live with me in this Country, 
es if you were at home with one of. your Friends; and if 
I detain you here a little longer perhaps than -you-would 
with; it will be hecauſe I 2 how to part with a 
Perſon for whom I have ſo much Eſteem and fo ſincere 
1 8 he added which 
n w 
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Put l. f%e Har SLAve . 1 
_ high ere full of Friendſhip, and caus d ſo ſenſible a Joy 
in the Soul of the Count, that they were a perfect Con- 


ſolation to him for all the Grief dhe. Loſs, of his Liberty 
might have, given, him. 


AS ſoon, dene und quite nel. and had recover d his 
Strength, be always made one in the Diverſion of the 
Baſſa, whether in Hunting, Walking, or Horſe · racing; in 


all whiehihe.dittioguiſh'd himſelf above the reſt. Never was 


Chriſtian · ſo much ſpoleen of in that Country. All the Per- 
ons of Note were pleas d to fee him, and took an ax- 
treme Pleaſure to entertain him at their Hauſes, which is 


a havour very uncommon even to the Natives of that Na- 


tion ; and much. more to one of à Religion, to which 
they are declar'd Enemies. The Eſteem the Baſſa ſhew'd 
publialely for him contributed very much to all theſe Advan- 
tages ; but his oαn Perſon, and his genteel and courteous 
Deportment, was what chiefly conduced to bia 
the Friendſnip of theſe of the better. Rank. 

ET Al eg illuſtrious. Friendſhips, theſe agreeable 


Diverkious, :and-the, many Hondurnand Favaurs ho receiv e 


them, were not ſufficiently. charming, to hinder 


He (rm from ſighing now and [then after his Return to Eu- 


rape. 1He liv'd like af frer Man: but yet be was a Slave 
do the Affection of the Baſſa, from which he zudg d it 


e be -hender: 46: deliverbim if ban em d s 


andimot inding in this Nation. the People ho wanted, he lan- 
guiſhd;. nnd was uneaſy. The Tunts are Men of good 


Leaſe, and:readn; well enough on the Affairs of the World; 
che age harp Foliticians : but as for refin d Wir and Po- 
|  Iitenefs, they know! not what it is. Their Converſation 


is amen and conſiſts more in ſmoakiag Tobacco, than 


m ingenious Diſcaurſe. They under ſtand the Subjects they 
.calk-of very ſuperficially, becauſe for the moſt Pare they 
here little or no Reading; and hardly ever go out of their 

dnn Country. The Baſſa alone had more Wit and Senſe 
than all the others together; hut he con d not be a eͥũse 
R held in che —— = 


Nita: In a thoukins different Affairs, which he could not 
2 avoid. At thoſe Times, the Count went and paſi d 

ious Hours in the Garden of the Serugtio, where the 
7 gave him the Leg to wall” It was a retir d Place, 
and very pleaſint. He ſpent there a great Part of the Day 


Life. But alus, how different Was this from Rome! This 
Solitude made him melancholy, to which the 77alians are 
naturally inclin d. His Patron, who low d him with a fin- 
eere Affection, and wou'd: have been glad to have him al- 


dejected; and having often ask d him the Reaſon, he coud 
get no other Anſwer, than that it was his Conſtitution. 


de had it even to Profuſion, the Baſſa cou d: not imagine 
what -cou'd'be- ehe Occaſion" of his Uneaſineſt; and endea- 
every Day to find it out, it carte into his Head, 

to the Diverſions of Alexander 


that there was wanting 


bone of the Pair: Sen to converſe With; and as de Was a 


Neblemah ef much hirnſelf, he 'ealily” 1 . 
ehis was thi trac Cauſe of his Melaneh. 
reſohpeid Therefore te provide him a Miſtret 
TRE L of Mahomer-is very 7 that Head, 
with! 'reſpeQt<co-thoſe of other Religions, tho! it be very 
* do thoſt of its on. Ile chat is taken with 
Nate Woman muſt either change his: Religion, or be 
burnt. Thel Baſſa, tho: no ſtrict. Obſarver of His Law i was. 
nevertheleſs) willing\ to avoid the Schadaln in caſe the In- 
twigue ſhoud be diſcovered, and? zccordit ee 
chuſe out ſome Chriſtian Woman fn ine bil 
RE attended on the gultameſs, hit Lady, an ne. 
lian Slave, who was a young: Maiden of Quality, and very 
beautiful, and had a great deal of Wit. He had been in 
Loe wirh her himſelf not long before but withoutSue- 
ces Whether it was from the Reſpect ſnerchad for her 
8 Ln r her EE from l Sen. 


— 


—* 1 


* en Part L | 


very penſively, which was the moſt agreeable Part of his 


ways in a cheerful 'Humodt, was troubled to ſee hin ſo 


As he deſir d nothing which the Country eou'd afford but 
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thres Months, Sollicitation, not being us d to ſs much Re” 
ſiſtance, he grew. weary 4 bis Purluit, and aft his e 
on others. the Coogan. of whom was. leſs difficult; He 
hop'd that, Alexander, who was a young Man' Tan to 
iaſpire Love, needed ny to ew himſelf to gain 

Love of a Damſal who was of his own Country and Hu 
gion. However, he undertook to prepare this rigid Slave, 
by kindling an Eſteem. in her for the Gallant he defi ion'd 
her, He, had, already ſpoken ſeveral Times of him' in thi | 
wee e 4 (that was ber Name) 


ſe,. It was always, Alen. 
4 ad. laid that 27 1 give _ 
tion. of him, that as a i n 


Fo not but m 


on F aft u nothing 11 8 e EY 
r fin The 'Ba wou'd now arid then f 
oh at his 1 Air, 8 he ſhou 


Laura, who let him, unde tand 
to ſes this celebrated Cayat, he led. iy into the Sanden * 
the Seraglio; where having taken a few Tyirns, he ad bim 


re bad p14, This Queſtion 1 priz' the Coutit, - 
u 


who began. to think, as. he was in a Country where the 
People, were very iſtrultful, the Baſh had: perhaps e 
ceiy d ſome Joy y, of him, tho! he back 'nevet giyen him 
any Ground f or it., He theref ore itmagin'd. A. was necel. 
fary,. in acer to .undeceive him, to affect 1 great Tndiffe- 
rence to , Women ; and in Reality he had hicherto been 
very cool. Lover, 4 Salle. bid kim have à Care, for 
e of! him one 0 
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Part l. The Harp, EG. 13 


We he had form'd this Delign, be a 
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2 Hirer PIPE a Part. 
1 up Don jour Libetty ; Ind yon: me. yet in Nit 4 
Biſcourſe i mo th eee "and the 


ond Hy from it? Can yon with all-your "Bra 
Afraid ob it ? Take Courage : Love is not ſo formidab 


The, Hyks,... The Women ie reer mtu d affe 


ture is — wre follow, preferably to that of Nabe, 


ject. of ur 


of; A, Woman ho fers a 


br Detircs 5.48 he, has, and perhaps in greater detztee; for the 
Pan 06.96.98 755 in 1 9 "Why does 
e e 1 by muſt there be ſo many'Sighe and 


9 ears? Is Ts this the End of Love 5 
5 RE * id the Count, who bad. Time to recover 


Edu outſe, Ian, of Opinion it is with 
* +: 2 25 as to, all other "Things; every ont has 
> ANC ad peculiar! Maxim: Bat ik Ty | be permitted 


I 5. chat when. one is bo * 
done ibly tracts; a, Habit of it; which" makes us 
i cog and I'mult a0, and am Ttain\it is 


dime, That, 


21S more "Sweetnels, and. more Charms, 


on Ji Fs woe ay og 
75 are to nd: our res, Whic 
_ Ar e e 5 el Bis Lid. That dl 
our r Lovers reprefent 
5 them, 


2535 b 1 10 yourlell f. 
Va ly To great 4 60 


"RY q thoſe: * 


rith which the Baſſi 

Jpolze it, o 15 8 the Count, that he knewy not on 
a ſudden What to anſver.” The Biff *was-wonderfully 
| avlighted to. {ce Alexander in'this'Diforder: Whit ? con- 


he, does 'Love ſeem ſo terrible to you, that you 
my 


this Country, . 45 in yours,” "He" is not arm d With Darts 
d with Flowers, ind bas no'Crudity among 


in 3s were. neyer known to. let u Mm dye for Love. Al 
the Du | lies in Anding the Meaus to gin Hecefs te 
m, after Which there is e Tec "he Law of Na- 


75 Fi treat this Paſſion after a manner altoge- 
| AEGIS 8 on make « Mattyidont'df wer! is the 


lealures 3 but 1 would ktiow whit 
clign of a, W day 
out: bys Sighs.at hey Feet, ard e hae the: fame 


2 iy denn under any” Cüftom, - 
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them. No they ſerve as Means to ſooth and ſoften: their 
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„Miſtreſſes. You wou'd undoubtedly: be ſurpria d to hear 
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ſuch a Pleaſure is there in ſuffering, after ſuch manner. 
HE Basa, who was entertain d with his falk, would 
in not interrupt him; and he went on thus: What Satisfoc- 
tion can there be in- a Love that. is inſipid and withoutaty 
ng fort of Seaſoning, and bas ao Pains to prepare the Pleaſure 
vl that ſucceeds? Here the Baſſa ou d not forbear laughing. 
all end cold him, if he wourd perſuade him that the Love 
te Which raue d the greateſt Bacafinels.had the greateſt Charms, 
a: it wou dbe xequiſite;he fhou'd giye bim a Proof thereof in 
e. his own Perſon, Since I;never was in Love in my:own 
1 Country, \reply'd. Alexander, where you knovy, my Lord, 
be fl there is a modeſt; Freedem allo id with the Women; it 
nt is to be believ d. I hal} hardly be / ſoꝰ here, whereiit is not 
permitted even to · ſee chem. Mie ſhall find Means for that, 
the che / Count imiling, to- de bornt for uch à rifle, nor to 
des change my, Religion; No, no, ſaid the Paſſa, it is with = 
d a Chtiſtian I deſigu you ſhall become acquainted; a Obri- 
aian whom I myſelf have thought very Beautiful, und 
ver ho is Not anworthy your Sighs. Had I been of your 
ich Taſte, M add delighted in Sufferiggs, dbe wou'd baveaniierd: 
as | my Wiſhes, for che made me qauguiſn after her above three 
Months: Beide her Beauty, fherbas a Mit will-charm> you ;. 
cchut- then - ſhe is as Glaughty and Crue), as you ean deſire. 
There wvill be ſome Difficulty to ſee ber, becauſe iſhe keeps 
with the Sulianeſo, who ſince ſhe knew the Iuclination 1 
Bad for her never ſuſſers her to go out of her Apartment; 
hut Iwill take you thither myſelf, diſguis d like an Eunuch, 
which is the only Form under which . you can enter the 
Seraglio. The Count return d him-a thouſand Thanks for 
ſo great a Favour; nat but he cou d have been very well 
contented without it, having no great Iuclination to contrict 


Acquain- 


6 EC „ 


3 ; diſcover'd. him by his graceful Mein- She 


m Hurry 8 Lav. 


„eine or engage his: Afſestions in 4 Country, 
. where he intended to muke the ſhorteſt Sroy he.cou'd; Ne- 
vertheleſs the Complaiſance be ow'd the 'Bafla, and a cer- 
tain Curioſity to ſee. a Slave. be, bad repreſented. 1 amiable, 
made him accept it with ſome ſort of Joy. . 

„HE repair'd to his Patron therefore ifter- dle RY 
Prayer, which was the Hour the Baff uſually went to 

the Seraglio. He there put on the Eunuch's Habit, and 

\ follow'd him to the Apartment of the Sultaneſꝛ. As ſoon 
1 1 they were enter d, they found Laura, who waited for 
them, having had Notice 6f their coming. The: Baſſi ꝛc- 


eoſted hey ſmiling, and whiſper'd her in the Ear, that he 


_ had brought her an Eunuch; who! cou'd give her ſome Ac- 


"count of her Country; that he defir'd the wou'd take Care 


gef him, and treat him as a Perſon for whom he had a ten- 
der Eſteem. Lara, alſd ſmiling, made anſwer, That 
© -i ſhe would be accountable for him. The Count) notwith- 
- Randing 

h "the Balla Gia nothing 16/Laws of bim, ſpe would hve 
„Hand, to trad him into a Chamber, where they might be 
ct of the view of Company; 1 knowy not} fad ſtie, 
. Sir; what Thanks I can return the Baſſa for the Favour he 
do me in the Honour of ſeeing you: For no Man ever 
enters this Place beſides himſelf; and the Eunuchs, whoſe 
„Habit be has ehm d you to put vn. 1 eawaſeribe it to no- 
thing but the wonderful Affection he bears Jou. It is true, 
Mdem, teplycd the Count, the Kindueſz tts noble Lord 


| has for mes is very great; but if either of us two ought 
60 de in Pain, how' to thank him ſufficiently, tis myfelf- 


; moſt certainly, after the Favour he. bas now abend me. 


1 ſhou'd be glad, continu d be, not to be wholly indebted 


t bim for the fame ; and chat iv were true as he wou'd 
make me believe, that you had-contributed ſomething to- 
Wards it. I will be plain wth you, ſaid Laura; I gave 
him to underſtand, I deſir di that Favour: from him. We 


de dend dach glorious Thing: of pod, ind he bindet 
e e —1 1 nas 


his Diſguiſe woas ſd enſy to be known, that bad 
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part R She HATE Ut _ 
has ſpoke of zou ſo advantageouſly, that one muſt hays - 
very little Curioſity, (eſpecially a young Woman as Lam, 
. WU who have not been allow'd to fee any Body for theſe three 
. IM Years paſt that I haue been bere) not to have a mind to be 
h reply d che Count, this Country is very favourable to me 
o in a Reputation which l ſhall perhaps have Difficulty enough 

q ll to maintain with you. That is what you can never fears 

faid Laura; and your: noble Air too well confirms the Re. 
ſhe ſmiling,; to change the Diſcourſe; that it is ſometimes . 


rf dangerous, in ſuch-a Nation as this is, to-cauſe one's ſelf 
to be ſo mach ſpoken of ? If it is not fo in Reference to 


the Men, it is ſo in Reſpect of the Women, who! are apt 
to fall in Love, on a bare Report. Vou are not likely, 
Madam, reply d the Count alſo ſmiling, to be one of thoſe 
ſoft-hearted Ladies: 1 am not happy enough for that. 
Why not, anſwer'd ſhe, ſince I have ſo much wiſh d to 
ſee you? But, purſu d ſhe. without giving him leave to re- 
ply, we, haye no Time to loſe; and 1 have to tell you, that 
your Fortune is better than you imagine. I do that for ano+ 
ther which. perhaps I wou d not do for my ſelf. To ded 
fire to ſee. a Man, is look d upon here as a conſiderable 
Advance in Love, becauſe to ſee and conclude is the ſame 
Thing, But not to keep you any longer in Suſpence for 
whoſe fake I have undertaken this Interview; you muſt 
know. it is for the Sultaneſs Albis herſelf, the Baſla's Wife. 
She has had Confidence enough in me, not to conceal ſuch 
a Secret from me; and the Friendſhip I have for ber did 
not permit me to waver one Moment to do her this Ser- 
vice, as ſoon as I could find an Opportunity. I ſuppoſe 
you have heard of her Beauty, which is the moſt celebra- 
ted that ever was in this Kingdom. And as for her Tem- 
per, it is the ſweeteſt and moſt engaging you can. deſire, 
By her Looks, one would be apt to {ay ſhe is inclin d to 
Love, becauſe of a.certain Air of Languiſhing and Tender 
r natural 
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do the Women of this Country; and "the frſt thing 'they 
are taught is to ſigh and practiſe thoſe Softneſſes: How- 
ever ſhs diſcover d theſe: Wealeneſſes only on your account, 
ut to trade thiugs from their Beginning, I mult tell — 
that the Baſſa at his Return from Canftantiuopie being co 
ſirmid by the fort in the Dignities his Father had le Um, 
aud which were conteſted with him by the King and the 
Divan; the King wasadvis d, in. order to make a thorough 
Reconciliation, to give him his Daughter in Marriage. 
Allis was then fixteen- Vears of Age: She was in the 
Height of her Beauty; and, by what I can judge of her 
at preſeat, it was impoſſible for any Man to ſee her, and 
not be charmd: But Marriages made out of Policy and In- 
_ tereſt of State, to Whieh the Daughters of the Great are 
liable to be facrifieed, are not often happy. The Baſſa mar- 
ried Allis, and perhaps low d her eight Days, after which 
he return d to his firſt Inclinations; and left, for indiffe- 
rent Beauties, the fineſt Woman in the Kingdom. This 
. indeed is commonly practis d here, where the Men love 
Weir Mittueſſes better than their Wives; and take occaſton 
to hate them, becauſe it is their Duty to lore them. And 
the Sultaneſs, tho' The has in her all that is requiſite to con- 
tent the Paſſion of any Man 6f:Honour, is as unhappy as 
the reſt: For the *Baſſa ſoarcely prevails on himſelf to ſee 
her onee a Month. Not but the has the higheſt Reſpect 
for her imaginable ; and, excepting the Affair of Love, ſhe 
has not the leaſt Reaſon to be difftisfyd ; but take away 
Love from the State uf Matrimony, and-whatever' elſe te- 
mains is of no Value. Vou will · eaſily believe What a Provo- 
cation this muſt be to a young Woman, who knowing 
her (own/Qualifications, finds herſelf neglected in the moiſt 
ſenſible Cireumſtanee: She that places her chief Happineſs 
in being lov'd, and thinks he deſerves it. It is neceſſary 
to be a Woman to comprehend the Rigour of ſuch Uſage. 
But to come to what relates to yourſelf; you muſt know 


the Sultaneſß has always had à mighty Affection for the 
9 and her ET Pleaſure, when Jam with 
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part I. The Harpy SH ag 
her, is to make me relate Stories of my Country, at which 
ſhe is ſo. ſurpriz d, eſpecially at the Liberty with which the 
Men live there with the Women, that ſhe has wiſtnd a 
thouſand. times it were her Lot to fall into the Hands of 
ſome honourable Chriſtian, who would carry her into 
thoſe Parts, For it is certain a Woman bad much better 
be a Shye among us, than free among the Turis. The 
Adyentures of Loye or Gallantry which I told her, had 
excited ſuch a Deſire in her to ſee one of thoſe I call'd Per- 


ſons of Quality and Merit, that you were no. ſooner arriyd 


here, than ſhe acquainted me with the utmoſt Joy, that 
the Baſſa had newly bought a Chriſtian of whom ſhe heard 


Wonders. I. fell a laugbigg, and ask'd her whether it were 


not of ſuch a one ſhe had wiſh'd to become the Slave ? 
She, redden d, and ſighing ſaid, Who knows what may 
happen, and whether Fortune does not ſend: him hither on 
my account? She made me lie with her that Night, to 
entertain her on that Subject till Morning; and the next 


Day the Baſſa having confirm'd to us the Reports that 


went of you, and even added ſeveral Encomiums on your 
Perſon for ſeveral Days together, when we were by our 
ſelyes we talk d of nothing elſe. As the Friendſhip ſhe 


has for me makes me a littſe familiar with her, I expoſtu- 


hated with her ſometimes on the Tenderneſs ſhe expreſs d 
for a: Man ſbe had never ſeen. I confeſs, ſaid ſhe, it Would 
be going a little too faſt in Love, if our Cuſtoms were 
the ſame as the Chriſtians; but after the Deſcription the 
Baſſa has given of this Man, there is not a Woman in this 
Country. ho would not feel a more favaurable Diſpoſition 
for him than. I do; and I can aſſure you, the Baſſa would 
not venture to ſay ſo much before the meaneſt of his Mi- 
ſtreſſes. But, as he neglects me, and is careleſs of my Sen- 
timents, he does not uſe thoſe Precautions in reference to 
my Heart. Would you then, i ſaid I, think yourſelf happy. 
if you were lov'd. hy ſuch a Chriſtian as this is? More 
happy, reply d ſhe immediately, than you axe able to ima- 
Sine; and I ſhould prefer the Condition of a prirate 


rere k 


— 5 N a —— = 
q 1 — 
F —— ,, e — K 
4 T \ 90 * 8 * 2 2 "IF rr Ar ern N 5 2 2 8 PIE 1 * „„ * * k 
* 3 ” . E's * 7 . 3 , 2 w_ * * * F 4 * 
1 K 2 I f 1 n . 5 * 9 N 2s os * : A - 8 * 0 
#7 A & 9 . 5 


= n 


z 
3 
# 


NIRO gs 


A — — DEE > 1 


— EEC 
, : * 
4 * 

4 


Tg 


- 


— ” — _— « — 
r Nd nn ET OO EY NT IT 
n 8 * 3 N 1 K a W 
1 . 
4 
* 


* 
* 


| 2 7 * 1 D AT SO — . £3 W Few ' 
20 HAT SLAVE. Part J. 


Cheittian Lady to my own. What does it avail me to have 
40 much Riches, to receive ſo many Honours, to be the 
Daughter of à King, and the, Wife of a Baſſa; if with all 
this-my Heart is rot content, and cannot do as it would? 


in a Word; if Lam nothio lefs than what I am thought, 


— 


e rn 7 "A 1 5 | 
and am- rather a 'Slave a thouſand times more wretched 


wan thoſe who are in the Chain. Poor Laura, continu'd 


the embracing mie, how 1 pity thee! thou, who knoweſt 
and baſt taſted the Sweets of the Liberty of thy own 
Country, to ſee thy felf here, where the Women, of what 
Rank or Condition ſoeyer, are treated after ſo unworthy a 
manner. mann 0 " : 'q e 3 7 . OS Ar 0 4 5 bs | 
- SUCH have been our private. Converſations from the 


time vou have been fo much talk d of at Inis, The Baffi, 
who of late has viſited the Sultaneſs oftner than uſual, al- 
ways ſpoke of you; and as he loves you mightily, he takes 
a Pleaſure to inform us of what you do. Perhaps had he 
knows the favourable Diſpoſition there was for you in the 
Heart of the Sultaneſs, his Wife, he would not bye told 
us 10 much. 1 beßeve at Jeaft be did nt defign, when he 
re yon o bright 2 Character, to do my thing to his own 
Prejudice. But it was certainly a Fault, and leis pardonable 
in bim than in any Perſon; who knows ſo perfectiy what 


* 


the Women of this Country are. You may believe theſe 


fine” Relations, and ſo well atteſted, could not be without 
their Effect. The Sultanefs was 'touch with them, and 
What was at firſt a meer Tuclination, became at ft a con- 
firm'd 'Paſſion,” Her Humdur, Which till then had been 
very even, and rather Gay than Melancholie, chang'd on 
'theſudden. She now did nothing but*ſigh; miſe and com- 
Plain; which made me pity her extremely, T being the 
only Ferſon who knew her Grievarice, I was afraid: ſhe 
 hou'd fall into the moping Malady, with which' in this 


. © Equntry the Women and the Men are ſometimes fo op- 


"preſs'd, that they die of it. I labour'd all 1 could to cure 
ber Mind of this Paſſion, by repreſenting to her all the Obſta- 


-eles that attended it; but it was too late; F omy added to ebe 
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rod of bay Aion: 80 ak Wee ink Was no Res. 
ö meqy to be had from that fide, I endeayour'd to flatter her 

| with Hopes; where 1 did not myſelf perceive the leaſt Ray 
18 Light: But it was become neceſſary to deceive her, for 
err the Diſtemper ſhould grow worſe. In fine, I know 


not how it happen'd, but the Baſſa ſpeaking of you to me 
l two Dzys ago, as he very often does when he finds me 
ö alone, I let him know I ſhould be glad to ſee you, it wad 
: 2 be compaſ#'d without Noiſe and Scandal, I 
1 ly' ſurpriz d at the Readineſs with which be a" 
t br) it ' ſhou'd be done; yo .to ſay the Truth, I: 
\ Wl ould not have expected it, had 1 not Known' him to be 4 
a Man very punctual to his Word. 5 
THE Count heard Laura with an extraordinary Atten- 
tion; and having return d ber his hearty Thanks for all 
her good Offices, and anſwer'd to what ſhe had told him 3» 
of the Sultaneſs, imparted to her the Deſign of the Batlh, 4 
and on what account he had hroughe hir thither. Laura 
was pleas d with it, tho ſhe perceiy'd the run a. great Riſque 
in preferring the Satisfaction of her Miſtreſs to her own. 
Intereſt, But to finiſh what I had to ſay, continu'd ſhe, 
after I had thank d the Baſſa for the great Favour he put 
me in Hopes of, I. went immediately and acquainted the 
Sultaneſs there with, who was overjoy'd, and thought ſhe” 
could not careſs me enough. She has not been able to 
ſleep ſince. We have form d a hundred Deſigns, and have 
hought of a hundred Contrivances to ſee you; but unleſs 
he Bafſk will let you come hither alone, I believe” we ca- 
not ſucceed in our Attempt, However, ſhe will be tranſ- 
ported that T have ſcen you,” and” that you know ſome 
Part of the Sentiments ſhe has for you. | . 
THE happy Roman, charm d with the Diſpoſition that 
ſo fine a Perſon, and of that Quality, had for him, intreated 
aura very earneſtly to oblige him on this Occaſion; and 
to ſey to the Sultaneſs from him, all that a Heart extreme - 
1 __ of the Favour ſhe did him was capable of er- 
| © That be ſhould egen himfif the N 
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Meg, if he & could | Have: merited the Honour ſhe did 52 
bat hbwever . he would endeavour, to deſerve, it by. all the 
ſucceeding Agions of his Life. She only deſires of you, my 

Lord, reply d. La ra, that you will manage the Liberty the 
Baſh g gives. you ſo well, that ſhe may once ſee you. I have 
ſo | many Reaſons to db this, rephy d the Count, that you 
may depend, upon it I ſhall omit nothing in my Power 
t 997 that Honour: I beg you to allure the Sultancls of 
| this; W PHE Paſſion. is at leaſt as great +; bers. At 
this Inſtan e Baſla came up, and put an End. to Their 

Conyerſation on this Subject, in which he afterwards bore 

a Part; he rally d them both very agreeably, and told them 

he ſaw by their Faces, they were very much oblig d to 

him for this new e he had procured them, and 
that they. were yery; w ad with each other. The 

Count. and Laura anſwer d in their Turns to this Piece. of 

Gallantry;. and. the Pall, taking his: Leave. of the Dame, 

went out, of t the Seraglio with. Ale ander. 
THE Bafa bad c ſery d à certain Joy. on FRIES 

Countenance, when he fat by Laura, which made him con- 

jecture he was very well ftisfy'd. with the Viſit. His Cu- 

_ niplity: prompted him to ask, how he found himſelf after 

itz and | hater 4 3 had. ark as, beautiful as he had 

1 ber. The Count e his Deſcription was 

for. 92 5 had never ſeen a more: conſummate Beauty, 
nor a more. refined. Wit 3 and. that he was wonderfully 
charm'd with hen Perſon. and 1 — 3 la His Patron, 
who defir'd nothing ſo much as to ſee him in Love, was 
rayiſh'd at this Confeſſion;;. and told him, if he pleas d be 
ſhou'd ſee her again; and if he defir'd it, even the; next 

Days, that: he-wou'd give him A Rey. 0 enter into the Sera- 

io; and that he -might go. thither, a one, becauſe it not 
g his Cuſtom to viſit the Sultaveſs che might 

take Umbrage at it. The Count, dig not fail to Agbify, that 
be r d to him for the ee 
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the Baſſa afſur'd him, he bad. nothing to do but to 
Bed., and might depend upon a Lanra the next 
_ af the fame Hour, by: NE. 


7 


part I. The 'Havry Save; 23 


NEVER did Man paſs a Night moro reſtleſily than 
he poor Count. To be ſenſible, that the firſt in Rank and 
the moſt beautiful Woman in the Kingdom had un Ineli- 
nation for: him, was à Thing ſo extraordinary, and ſo en- 
ouping to a young Man of his' Humour ; and all that Lau- 
ra had told him of the favourable Sentiments this charm 
ing Perſon entertain d of him,  overwhelm'd: Rim, that 
he did not think, even in his Misfortunes, there wis a more 
fortunste Man than himſelf: But when he began to reflect 
it was the Wife of the Baſſi, 2 Lord to whom he bad 
ſuch infinite Obligations, he was ſenſibly affected withRes 
gret, which vented* itfelf in sighs; and theſe aft Senti · 
ments getting the better of the other, he made himſelf 4 
thouſand Reprodches, for having had the left“ Thought 0 
(d baſs an Ingratitude. Nevertheleſs; ar it is difficule't 
to repent ſeriouſly" of what'charnis ut, and as ont does not 
ert one's fel alPthat ou ie to be La mm Subſet 

P 


that pleaſes, and is ſo we 155 the of beg, 
lov'd; theſe Reproaches v 5 1515 lent 


and „ r was Wo angry on for VL | 
ving entertain d them. In fine, ſofferiny's' ir 

e on the Part of Reaſon; oi: of ee 
Honour, and of Affection; be got up, without being "able; 
to take an other Neſdlution, than that of offeriy pg 1 * 
{df to'be guided by bis Deſtiny; that is, to live as to that 
Point after the Turtiſe Manner, and” to. ſee the Sultaneſe, 
” fit 'was "decreed that be ſhou d ſee ber; but not to ad. 
5 ance any Steps in it himſelf, tho' he had promis d Laws: 
be e contribute to it all that was in His Power; and Had in- 
5 1 the Balk that be ſhow's be oyerjoyd to return 

THERE was libs + Motors — which. his Reſolu- 
tion was wegk; it moſt always in vain do 
— ake any againſt, Love. He 8 Friel times that” 
Day, that his Deftiny,'on which” he propos d to rely in re- 

0 re what he Was to do, wou'd. incline to the Side of 


ws = $1 ee” He waited for the TEIN extreme Im- 
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| patience; tho' at the i en, 05 een bre peaſhade 
r e dontrer y,. of. 20000 10 
[IN the E 4 Sen 06 the Betl.law-che Count, 
be-ſmiling ſhew'd him the Key of the Sersglio; and the 
Count, on his * receiv d it Wich all the Pleaſure in the 
Word. I give it you, faid-the Baſſa, but on Condition that 
you. ſhall: make me, your Gonfidemt I flatter myſelf, that 
F have done,coough tor, you, nat to have; that Satisfaction 
refuſed me, The How? was.now: come. for bim to repair to 
the Apa of the Sultanef ; and the Count having put 
| an big Kunye's Bair, the. Baſla wou'd. needs accompany 
him to the Seraglio.. Laura, who was appris'd of his Com- 
bad. 161 for him above zn Hour at the. Gate; ſhe 
ä 1 8 You are, faid he; giving him her 
or elſe the moſt fortunate of 
1 2 n themſelves, apd 
em to contribute to fa- 
it, reply:d the Count; 
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d him into a Chamber, Where ber 
Ing 
nd © Ve, | 

e no Entrance hut from her 


Chamber; it was Ne very fine I pr 
Six, thro! vb thoſe to whom ſhe did not N B- 
ttbink fir de 0 the of ſhewring herſelf, wich en 
Form of Cindeur in that lis 11-03 07600003 * 


told the Count, that t. 
debind that Curtain. Then i. np b 


this. Favour, Tell 
ace with a Stranger; and 
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Laura promis'd to. uſe her Intereſt for him ; and leaving him 
for a Moment, ſhe. went to acquaint the Sultaneſs, who 
lavguiſh'd to be inform'd of the Arrival of her dear No- 
man. tha 
DURING that Time, the Count employ'd himſelf 
in viewing the. Riches and the Ornaments of the Cham- 
ber, which was one of the moſt magnificent of the Se- 
raglio. It was illuminated with four Chryſtal Branches, 
which had an admirable Effect on the Gold and precious 
Stones, which glitter d on every Side. The Sultaneſs no 
ſooner perceiv'd Laura, than ſhe diſcover'd in her Looks 
the bappy News ſhe brought her; and without giving her 
Time to ſay any thing to her, went into the Alcove; from 


whence ſhe deſignd to take a View of the Chriſtian, 
before he knew ſhe was there. But ſhe made too 


much Noiſe in entring; and the Cavalier gave her to un- 
derſtand he obſery'd ſhe was there, by ſaluting her after 
the Turkiſh Manner, Laura came to her, and drawing near 
to the Balliſters began to ſpeak ſoftly to the Sultaneſs, who 


cou'd not ſufficiently expreſs the Satisfaction ſhe had in 


ſceing the Count, and how much ſhe was charm'd with 


his Perſon, As for his part, he was exceedingly perplex d 


in a Viſit of this Nature, where he cou'd neither ſee nor 
talk. He was deſir'd to walk up and down, and to turn 
himſelf round; but at laſt being tir'd with this way of 
proceeding, as well as with the Silence, he approach'd the 
Balliſters, and addreſſing himſelf to the Sultaneſs, whoſe 
Shadow he ſaw thro? the Curtain, he ſaid a thouſand ten» 
der things to her, to prevail with her to ſhew herſelf. She 
underſtood the 72alian well, and ſpoke it tolerably, having 
tearn'd it of Laura. It was an unſpeakable Pleaſure to her, 
to hear all the Count ſaid to her. She laugh'd at it hear- 
tily; but ſhe made him no Anſwer, and the Curtain re- 
main'd ſtill in the ſame Poſition. At which the Count 
growing impatient, as reckoning theſe Moments unprofi- 
tably ſpent, he counterfeited being angry; and told her 
with an Air free and agreeable enough, that he ſhou'd die 
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of the Mopiog of the Country, if ſhe did not vovchſafe to 
raiſe. the Curtain, and that he wou'd lift it up himſelf; and 
he had certainly done it, if Laura, who was afraid the Sul- 
taneſs ſhou'd dle it ill, had not hinder d him. But ſhe was 
mightily miſtaken, for her Miſtreſs took it ill of her, 
Iris Mazim among the Women of that Country, 
not to tranſgreſs the Rules of their Duty of their own Mo- 
tion; bat if they are ſollicited ever ſo little, if the leaſt vi- 
olence be offer d to them, they yield without Difficulty, 
and make no Reſiſtance. Their Excuſe is, that they who 
force them to this Extremity are jn the Fault, and the Evil 
of the Action lies at their Door. Laura, who was not ſuf- 
fciently inſtructed in the Slight of this Maxim, committed 
a Fault, while ſhe thought ſhe did her Duty; The amorous 
4 Sultaneſs wou d have been extremely pleas d that the Count 
1 had ſeen her, and Laura ruin'd all by a Stroke of ill-tim'd 
f 2 But her Miſtreſs was reſolvd to repair it, and 
to gratify in ſome manner the longing Deſire her dear 
Alexander had to ſee her, ſhe caus'd him to be ask d what 
he cou'd wiſh to comfort him, under the Rigour of the 
Cuſtoms of the Country, which had made it indecent in 
the Sex to ſhew themſelves to any Man be ſides their Huſ- 
bands. The Count immediately begg d ſhe- wou'd at leaſt 
grant him the Favour of ſeeing one of her fine Hands. Up-. La 
on .which the Sultancf;, lifting the Curtain a little, vaſe! def 
one of her Hands thro? the Balliſters. The young Count ii fro 
was ſo charm'd- with this Favour, that giving way to the no 
Motion which tranſported him, he put one Knee on the had 
Ground, and cagerly ſeizing the delicate Hand, he in 1 
manner glu'd his Mouth to it, and kiſs'd it with ſo much 
Paſſion, that the Sultaneſs, charm'd with all his Tranſports, 
{queez'd his Hand to let him know ſhe approved them, 
As ſhe was not much in pain to hide herſelf, ſhe was not 
over · careful; and having paſs'd her Hand and Arm out, it 
Was impoſſible but now. and then. by Chance ſhe muſt 
_ſhew herſelf in Part. The Count wou'd fajn have had het. 
grant. him a full View of her: But + wh 
n' 
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Part I, The HAPPY SLAvx. 27 
obtain'd enough for the firſt time, he did not dare to preſe 
for more. The Pleaſure the Sultaneſs took in ſeeing him, 
was ſo great, that ſhe wou'd willingly have paſs'd tha 
s WY whole Night with him: But as in that Country they are 
always ſuſpicious, eſpecially concerning the Women, and 
„there are a thouſand Obſervers; ſhe apprehended leſt thoſe 
2 WY of her Apartment ſhou'd be ſurpriz d at the long Stay ſhe 
i: made in the Alcove, it not being the Hour of receiving 
7, Viſits. Laura told her likewiſe, it was time to withdraw. 
However it is always too cruel a Thing to part from what 
il one loves, to be able to do it without Regret. She had ſtill 
f. ſome little Pretence, to ſtay one Moment, and then ano- 
ed ther. At laſt ſhe made him a Preſent of a Gold Chain en- 
us rich'd with precious Stones, and told him very obligingly, 
nt that ſuch a Slave as he ought never to bear any other. 
d THE happy Count, more pleas d with this Chain than 
nd if one had given him the Crown of Tunis, anſwer'd the 
at Favour ſhe did him in the moſt grateful Words; and ta- 
ati king his Leave of her, fince it muſt be fo, retir'd with 
he Laura, who accompany'd him to the Gate of the Apart- 
in ment, 3 | | 
af- PRESENTS among the Turks are the firſt Tokens. 
ai of Affection; and ſometimes paſs for Declarations of Love, 
Jp Laura, who was not ignorant of this, inform'd the Count, 
Sa before ſhe left him, what that which he had juft receiv'd 
int from the Sultaneſs meant; and that he ought to doubt 
the no longer, (after what ſhe had ſaid to him, and what he 
the had - ſeen) that ſhe lov'd him yery tenderly : But he 
i muſt have a Care of himſelf; becauſe a. great Diſcretion 
was requiſite with the Women of that Country, in whom 
ris this Paſſion is often ſo violent, that they have no Regard 
m. to any thing when they love: That the Sultaneſs had in- 
zoo deed more Reaſon than any of them ſhe had feen, and 
„it more Wit; but. ſhe was tender and amorous like the reſt: 
uli That ſhe wou'd be loſt, and he alſo, if the Baſſa, who was 
a Man experienced in Love, came to have the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion of their Familiarity: 122 there was not a Man in 
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the Kingdom who had nicer Sentiments of Honour than 
- he, and that all this mighty Friendſhip wou'd not fave him 
from his Indignation, if he did but know that his Wife 
bad ſeen him. 

HOWEYER prepoſſeſsd our young Roman was 
with the agreeable Beginnings of this Paſſion, and how- 
ever great his Joy was at the Tokens of Affection he bad 
Juſt receiy'd from the moſt beautiful Woman in the World, 
he cou'd not but ſeriouſly reflect on the good Counſels 
| Laura had given him. He was walking very penſively by 
the Seraglio, muſing on what he ſhould do, and on the 
Means to reſiſt ſo dangerous a Paſſion, which cou'd bring 
him only Miſchiefs and Confuſion ; when the Baſſa, who 

was going to one of his Miſtreſſes, met him, and ſee- 
him paſs by without taking any Notice of him, he fell 
ugbing; and taking bim by the Arm? It is now, ſaid 
he to him, that I perceive you are in Love. The Count, 
aſhamed he had ſurpriz d him in that Condition, excus'd 
the Fault he had committed. The Baſſa told bim, if he 
wou'd have his Pardon, it was neceſſary he ſhou'd confeſ 
che Truth to him, and own that his Mind and Heart were 
very much intangled with the Merit and Beauty of Laura. 
Alas! my Lord, reply d he ſighing, more than I am able 
to tell you, or than you yourſelf are able to imagine. It 
Was already late; and the Baſſa being unwilling to make 
2 Stop, put off Te Affair to another Time, and Fic bim 
home. 
THIS was a great Happineſs, as 5 well as 4 great Satis- 
faction to this new Lover, who was not then in a proper 
Diſpoſition to entertain him on thoſe things. He paſs d one 
Part of the Night ia walking in his Chamber, as if he had 
reſolv d not to go to Bed, till he had come to ſome Deter- 
mination. . The Fear of Death, or of his Fortune e, Was 
nat what gave him the chief Uneaſineſs, it was the Hor- 
rar he had at the Thoughts of his Ingratitude; and afte 
the Favours he receiv'd every Day from the Baſſa, he was 


convinced, that nothing cou'd — him for the 1pjury be 
ſhou' 
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ſhou'd commit towards this Lord, in entertainirg ſuch un- 
Juſt Deſigns in Reference to his Wife. But then, faid he, 
ſhou'd' I not be moſt ungrateful if I flight: the Affection 
of ſo charming a Perſon, to whom I owe a thouſand 
Times more than to the Baſſa? And cannot I ſee her and 
love her, within ſuch Limits as will fave me from being 

ilty, either on the one Side or the other? No, no, added 
bo: if there is an Ingratitude in it, I cannot help it; no- 
thing elſe can juſtify me to the Sultaneſs, and Love muſt 
excuſe me to the Baſſa. 

THESE were the laſt Conflicts in the Count's Soul 
between the Sentiments of Gratitude and thoſe of Love, 
in which Love finally prevail'd. He went to Bed thereupon, 
and reſted well the remainder of the Night. The Baſſa, 

who had an extreme Deſire to ſee him plung d in Love 
beyond Remedy, was the firſt to ſpeak of his returning 
again that Day to the Apartment of the Sultaneſs. He gave 
him the Key of the Seraglio, and told him laughing, not 
to-be in too great haſte to come back, if he found there 
as much Pleaſure as he wiſh'd him: But withal not to ad- 
mit too much Love into his own Breaſt without inſpi- 
ring ſome into the Beauty he lov'd; otherwiſe he would 
— 255 a long time to no purpoſe, as be had done * 


7 HE amorous nalin went accordingly to the Gar 
glio. Laura met him, and told him, as ſoon as he was 
come into the Sultaneſs's Apartment, that he might go in- 
to the ſame Chamber where he had been before, and ſhe 
wou'd go and acquaint her Miſtreſs. But the Impatience 
of the Sultaneſs wou'd not permit her to wait ſo long; 
ſhe was already gone into the Alcove. The Count, who 
had a great Curiofity to ſee how that Place was contriy'd, 
was for taking Advantage of the Time while he thoughe 
the Sultaneſs was not there; and drawing near to the Bal- 
liters, he ſoftly lifted up the Curtain: But how was he 
1 e e the Sultancſs in all her 
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THE Alcore, being a Room of State for the Wife of 

fo powerful a Lord, was very rich and noble. It was rais d 

2 Foot higher than the Chamber, by an Eſtrade cover d 
with a fine Carpet of Turkey; and thick laid with Cuſhi- 
ons ef Damask on a Ground of Gold. The Sultaneſs lay 
upon a Bed made of thoſe Cuſhions; and as ſhe intended 
to ſhew herſelf that Day to the Cavalier, ſhe had omitted 
no Ortiaments to charm him at the firſt Sight. Her Head 
was turn'd towards the Balliſters, and negligently reſted on 
ber Left Hand; her Arm was cover d only with a looſe 
Sleeve of Gawize, after the Turtiſb Manner.” Her Hair, 
which was black, was Part of it plaited with large Strings 
of Pearls; and the other Part hanging down, one half on 
het Neck, and the other on her Shoulders, had an admi- 
rable Effect with the Whiteneſs of her Skin. On her Body 
ne had only a little Jacket, ftiech'd with Gold. Her Breaſts 
were but half cover d with a fine Gawze, which ſerv d 


- : her as a Scarf, after the Manner of the Amaxomi; and her 


Neck was bare. She had ſeveral Plumes of different Co- 
ours on her Head, in the middle of which was a Creſcent 
of Silver. Her Petticoat was of a light Stuff, embroider'd 
with Gold, Two Diamond Claſps 'tuck'd it up at the 
Knee; and her Legs, which were half naked; were ſheath d 
in Buskins thick ſet with Pearls and Diamonds. In fine, 
every thing about her was ſo magnificent, and ſo full of 
Charms, that the poor Count finiſh'd there his Ruin. He 
made her ſenſible of his Joy and Aſtoniſhment by ſuch a 
Perplexiry of Action and Words, as ſhew'd he knew not 
where be was, nor what to ſay to her: He was in a per- 
fect Eoſtaſy, and had anden himſelf ſo entirely to Ad- 
miration, that Looks and Sighs were all his Language. 
THE beautiful Sultaneſs, reddening a little at the firft 
sight of him, wou'd have conceal'd ſome Part of her On- 
fuſion with a Handkerchief ſhe had in her Hand: But the 
py Lover, who began to recover his Courage, paſſin 
— thro the Balliſters, hiader d her. A 


| right, Madacn id he, to hide from me ſuch lovely Ms 
Sas vy 
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ſures, becauſe you knew very well there Was, no ſcring 

them without expiring with Love; but now it is ho longer 

2 time to conceal them. I have already ſeen more than 

any Heart can: bear, without ſurrendring; and ĩt wou'd be _ 

Cruelty in you not to finiſh what is ſo happily: begun, 
While the Count was ſpeaking to her after this manner, 
ſhe look d at him with Eyes ſo tender, and piercing, that 
ſhe ſeem'd willing: to grant any thing he coud ask. The 
Count, who had ſeiz d one of her Hands, en which he 
find a thouſand Kiſſes, ſtill keeping his Eyes on hers, in- 
ſenſibly engaged her ſo far that ſhe lean'd down her Head 
on the Balliſters where he ſtood; By ill Fortune the Balli- 
ſters were {> cloſe, that it was. impoſſible. without much 
Diſficulty to get above half the Head thro them. How- 
ever, each of the tranſported Lovers. advancing half the 
Way, they found the Means to give and receive ſeveral 
Kiſſes, The Count, who was naturally bold, after one Li- 
berty took another;- and finding ſhe cer d him, he car- 
ry'd his amorous Temerity very far. Their Converſation 
was wholly munag d by dumb Signs, ten thouſand times 
more eloquent than the fineſt Words in the World: The 
yes, the Sighs, the Kiſſes and little Toyings ſpoke is 
intelligible, that both might be convinced, they lov'd cach 
other perfectly. But upon Laara s coming in, it wras ne- 
ceſſary to check themſelves, However they mutually faid, 
even before her, the moſt paſſionate Things imaginable. 
The Sultaneſs, who knew her, and conceal'd nothing from 
her, did-not heed her: But the Count, who did not take fo 
much Pleaſure in thoſe Diſcourſes, (tho very moving) a8 
d- in the dumb Entertainments, made a Signal to Laura to 
BW walk away. At which the Sultaneſs ſceming to be a little 
angry, let down the Curtain, and faſten'd it ſo behind, 
that the Lover could not lift it up again. But as this 
was only a Feint, and to irritate his Paſſion the more, 
this our d not laſt, and: the ed de Curtis 
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THE firſt Favours give a certain Privilege for others. 
Tbe Count, to revenge himſelf of the malicious Trick his 
Miſtreſs had play d him, 'paſs'd both his Arms thro the 
Balliſters,” and embracing her on the ſudden, gave her ſo 


hard's Kiſs, that her Lips bled. The Sultaneſs was ſo far 


from complaining of it, that ſhe wip'd up the Blood with 
der Handkerchief, to ſhew it Laura as a Thing ſhe glory d 

in, as being a ſenſible Mark of the extreme 0 her dear 
Alexander had for her. 


AT lat having taken leave of each A in the moſt 


tender Manner, they parted, and Laura conducted the 
- Count out of the Apartment, ſo loſt in Love, that he 
hardly knew what he did. From thence he went to the 
Baſſi, who immediately perceiv'd he was quite another 
Man. Well, Alexander, ſaid the Baſſa laughing, does Love 
play his Part skilfully? Have the Pains, or the Pleaſures, 
charm'd you ſo to day? I'muſt own, my Lord, reply d 
the Court ſighing, that there are Pleaſures in it, but ſuch 
| Pleaſures as may perhaps coſt me a great deal of Pain, The 
Baſſa, who had a Curioſity to know what had paſs d, 
took him by the Hand and led him into the Garden, and 
falling directly upon the Subject, intreated him to tell him 
 fGincerely, what Progreſs he had made. The Count, whoſe 
Mind and Heart were ill full of Love, was eaſily able to 
give him a raviſting. Deſcription of the Pleaſures he had 


receiv'd that Night, in Strokes ſo moving, and in ſuch 


likely Colours, mingling therewith Sighs and Exclamati- 
ons, and Geſtures and Looks, ſo eloquent and paſſionate, 
that he revived in the Soul of the Baſſa the Tenderneſs he 
had formerly had for Laura. Whatever Care may be ta- 
ken to extinguiſn a Paſſion, there will ſtill remain in the Heart 
ol a Lover enough to rekindle it again, at the leaſt Fire. 
The Inſenſibility and Reſiſtance of Laura had not been 
able to ſubdue the Baſſa's Affection, it had only ſmother d 
it for a Time. If the Count had acted like a politick Lo- 
ver, he wou d have foreſeen that it was always a nice and 


. Point, to male * — before 


$ 


a 


"0" - "T9 an +5. iy W ak a 


a "at. gn. ae... Mo. Sa. 1 


2 


n bis Þ ha wu og Ot DB WU Y een eee 


2000 a AMOS 8 


Part I. The HA Y SLAVE. 33 


Perſons'of an amorous Complection, and much more ſo 
before a Man whom he ought to look upon ftill as 4 
kind of Rival, and who had a full Power over him. But 
as he thought he hazarded nothing in ſpeaking thus of 
Laura, whom he did not love; and that on the contrary, 
it was more for his purpoſe to perſuade him that he lov'd 
her, he was not ſo cautious as he wou'd have boon - 
another. Conjuncture. F N 

THE Baſſa cou d not geep for it all the Night. a 
appear d to him a; thouſand times more beautiful and 
charming, ia the manner the Count had repreſented her, 
than he had ever ſeen her. He look d upon himſelf as the 
moſt unhappy of Men, not only to have abandon'd his 
Purſuit, but to have contributed himſelf to ſee her in the 


Arms of another. This excited a Jealouſy in him, and after 


Jealouſy, Spite intermingled, to torment him. He conſi- 
der'd, that nothing more ſhameful cou'd happen to ſuch a 
Man as he, who had never found any Reſiſtance from a 
Woman, than to have been lighted by a Slave, who de- 
pended wholly on him, and who had ſurrender d herſelf 
to another Slave, the firſt time ſne ſaw him: For after the 
paſſionate Relation Alexander had given him, he did not 
doubt but the whole Affair was finiſh'd. He had Imagina- 
tions on that-Point, which caus'd him terrible Vexations; 


and if he did not abſolutely hate the Count, at leaſt he did 


not feel the ſame Affection for him he had formerly had. 
As for Laura, tho? from that Moment he was more in 


Love with her than ever, that did not binder him from 


being a little exaſperated at her in his Heart, on the Ac- 
count of this unworthy Preference; nor from reproach- 
ing her all the Night long in his Mind, with her ſmall 


Diſcernment, in a greater Eſteem for a Man who cou'd 4 


do her no Service, than for him who wou'd have crown'd 
her with Riches. He then accus'd himſelt of Baſeneſs, and 
Meanneſs of Spirit, to make himſelf uneaſy about the Sen- 
timents of a Creature who deſerv'd his Regard ſo little; 


and „ that he ſhou'd impair the Satisfaction of 


CF, two 


4 Te Havyy SLAVE. Pirtl, 
two Lovers, of whole © D be bn den the 
Coatriver. * 
_ WALL this however: did not hinder him from going the 
Rent Dey to the Seraglio with the Count z but it was only 
to obſerve the Countenance of Laura. She was ſurpriz d 
to ſee bim; and could not forbear ſaying to him laughing, 
This, my Lord, is ſomething extraordinary! twice in one 
Week! You ſhall have no Reaſon to find fault wvith it, 
anſwer'd the Baſh, for I am too well accompany'd; and 
if-you/ſuppoſe it to be out of Love to you, as formerly, 
you know at leaſt, it is not out of Love to myſelf; ſo 
that you 1 to think yourſelf the more oblig d to me. 
Laura thank d him very civilly for his Geodneſs, and they 
. a little Converſation of Gallantry, in which the Baſſa 
aid abundance of ſoft Things to Laura, to make her ſen- 
fible of ſome part of the amorous Torment he ſuffer d in 
his Soul, in caſe ſhe was in the leaſt miſtruſtful of it 5 but 
the Air with which he did it, made all this genteel Beha- 
viour paſs for an Effect of his good Humour. Neverthe- 
= as the Baffa could not come thither hut under pretence 
the Sultaneſs, he could not avoid making her a 
e did not ſtay long; his Uneafineſs calling bim 
n he went and join d them as ſoon 
| as he could. He faid a thouſand Things to Laus more 
than all be had ſaid before, und expreſs'd a world 
. of Aceton, and caft ſuch a Look on her, at going out, 
that if ſhe had made the leaſt 1 
| OT nn oe Cr IE GER 
der was blazing out again more fiercely, But after the 
Friendſhip he had expreſs'd for Alexander, and after he had 
been himſelf the Inſtrument of the pretefided Paſſion, that 
was between her and the Count, ſhe was'far from ima 
pining he would diſturb it; ſhe took it all for mere Gal- 
| 7, and diverted herſelf and the Sultaneſs with it, to 
whom the related all that the Baſſa and Alexander had 
id to her. The Sultaneſs, who had expected to en 5 
| . 
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Day before, went to Bed diſpleas' d. | She was out of Fa- 
tience at the il-tim'd Viſit of a Man, who was con 

the Delight of every Body elſe, and ſeem'd ordain'd ouly . 
to incommode ber. Laura told her, in a jeſting manner, 
that ſhe was' mightily in the wrong to complain ot him, 
ſince it was to his Complaiſance ſhe ow d her Lover. Hen» 


ven knows, reply d ſhe, for what End he has been fo _ 


Complaiſant: Thou may 'ſt at leaſt believe it was not to 
oblige me. No, moſt certainly, ſaid Laura: But you are 
not the leſs oblig'd to him; and I think you ought 
thank him for it, on my account. After this little Rallery, 
they fell to diſcourſe what Mative could have brought him 
there that Night, and concluded it could be only the 
Kindneſs he had for the young Count. | ö 
THE Baſſa was become ſad and ſolitary. He was ne- 
ver ſeen now, but in the Garden, where he uſually walk d 
alone, and ſometimes with Alexander; to whom he had 
left off mentioning Laura, neither did he take any Notice 
to him of returning to the Sultaneſs's Apartment. This 
made the Oount very ' uneaſy, who, beſides what he ſuf- 


fer d from being depriv'd of the Sight of a Perſon whom 


he already lov d more than his Life, had a thouſand cruel. 
Ideas on the Change of Humour in the Baſſa, which he 
could not attribute to any thing but to ſome Umbrage ho 
had taken in Reference” to the Sultaneſs. If be was tor- 


mented on this Account, the poor Sultaneſs and her Con- 


ſident were not leſs in Pan. They had ſeen the fiſt, ſe- 
cond, third, and fourth Day paſs without ſeeing Alexander. 
In Love, one is apt to count the very Moments, and the 
Days of Ablence ſeem tedious beyond Expreſſion, They 
had a thouſand Fears, and were ignorant of the Cauſe. 
Tho it is very difficult in ſuch Places, to do any thing in 


ſecret; they did nat think they had given Oceaſion to- 


Rumours, nor that any Body in the Apartment hag dif 
cover'd their Intrigue, At laſt, on the fifth Day, after-ma- 
ny Perplexities of Thought, the Baſſa came to ſe: them; 


Kar the” Miefortune was, he came ajone.. He appear'd % 
pealive 


36 
penſive and ſo chang d, that they. no longer doubted: his 
ving receiv'd ſome Hint of the Correſpondence they held 
with this Chriſtian: What compleated their Fright was, 
that Laura, who accompany'd him a little way out of the 
Chamber, as ſhe us d to do, asking him, what he bad 
done with ber dear Eunuch: I am Jealous, ſaid he with- 
out topping, and that's enough. This was a mortal Stroke. 
Las gave the Allarm to her Miſtreſs, and told her there 
was no longer Room to queſtion, itz for the Baſſa had let 
ber 3 it was Jealouſy which made him not bring 
Alexander with him. Guilt is eaſily frighten'd, and Fear 
diſturbs the Imagination ſo, that the lighteſt Suſpicions 
are admitted for certain Truths. The Sultaneſs burſt into 
Tears, and ſigh'd lamentably; ſhe did not afflict herſelf ſo 
much at the Conſequences ſhe might apprehend from the 
Baſſa s Jealouſy, as at the Dread of ſeeing the Count no 
more. She would willingly have-writ to him. But it is 
difficult to find faithful Meſſengers in Places where every 
Body is to be diſtruſted, and all Eyes are Spyes. While 
ſhe was in this Diftreſs, an Eunuch deliver d Laura a Let- 
ter from the aun. W * 3 d. 
* 1 th + 


1 55 
T2 Baſſe, who 8 more obliging, is will 
ing I ſhould have the Honour of walking with you. : 
Evening in the Garden of the Seraglio. I don't know wh 
nher yore will condeſcend to it. If pom do, I will attend you 
at what Hour you judge moſt proper. He is to be there him- 
ſelf with one of bis Mijreſſes. Be pleas'd to yu me word 
Ser” I _ tupe for this Favour, | 


TE Baſſa had forms thi Defign of a Walk, only 


out of an extreme Deſire to learn certainly how Matters 
ftood between Laura and Alexander, and what paſs'd- in 
their Converſation. The Garden. was a proper Place far 
"this e .cſpec ally . by Night, b becauſe he could 4 
L. 
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them without being ſeen. He propos d it to the Count, 
believing be would be mightily pleas d with it, who ac- 
cordingly expreſs d a world of Joy when he heard it, tho 
he fancy d it wou'd not ſucceed, becauſe he ſuſpected the 
Sultaneſs wou d not permit Laura to come thither ; but 
what moſt afflicted him was, that he now really thought 
the Baſla was jealous of his Wife, ſince he would no lon- 
let her Apartment be the Place of his ſeeing Laura. 
THE Buſineſs was now to write to Laura, to diſpoſs 
her to make one in the intended Diverſion of walking. 
The Count writ the Note, and the Baſſa having ſent it by 
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| an Euhucb, waited. for his Return to know Lauras An- 


THE Sultaneſs read the Letter, and had the fame Suſ- 
picion with her Lover, that it was on her account the 
Baſſa would not let him come into her Apartment to ſee 
Laura. She was a great while in coming to a Reſolution 
concerning the Walk. Laura very prudently oppos d her 
going, as utterly improper ; but the Sultaneſs, who was 
entirely guided by the DiRates of her Paſſion, and lov'd 
too much to act with Reaſon, wou'd needs have Laura 


(whatever ſhe urg d to the contrary) return this Anſwer. 
T would be very hard upon you to be alone in a Garden, 


I while others are diverting themſelves there. I am will- 
ing therefore, out of pity to you, to come and keep you Com- 
pany; on Condition nevertheleſs, 22 ſhall behave your- 
ſelf wery diſcreetly, and that we ſhall be at ſome Diſtance 
from Ye Baſſa, becauſe 1 would not be known to her whom 
he ſhall have with him. If you can promiſe me theſe two 
things, I am at your Service after the fourth Hour, when 


the Sultaneſs will be gone to Bed. Adieu. | 


_ THIS Anſwer exceeded the Count's Expectation, who 
promis'd himſelf the utmoſt Pleaſure in_talking with 
Laura about the Sultane. 


NICHT 


: * : 4 
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_ +" NIGHT" being come, and the Hour of the fourth 
Prayer being over, the Baſſa told bim be might go and 
take Lars into the Garden, while he would viſit bis Mi- 
fireſs vyho was next in Turn: For that is the Method 
theſe Noblemen obſerve with reſpect to their Women, 
when they are not prepoſſeſs d in favour of one in particu- 
| bat: 'To-day they ehuſe out one, and to-morrow another ; 
and not having a true Reliſh of Love, they ſeek it in 
the Change and Variety of the Objects. 
ALEXANDER flew in a Rapture to the Soltaneſs' 
Apartment, who'could not expreſs the Joy ſhe had to tec 
kim, any other way than by a thouſand "Tranſports of 
Love, and the moſt tender Careſſes. Alexander was Wi 
_ equally overjoy'd, and return'd Tranſport for Tranſport, | 
It may ſeem amazing, that in ſo few Days, two Perſons 
ho had ſeen one another ſo little, ſhould be ſo extremely ä 
Familiar; but we muſt conſider, that Love travels much G 
 Kiſter in thoſe hot Countries, than in the colder Climates, 1 
Where the: Winds and Scree and Rains ig er oy "Wigs 
and hinder him from Flying 4 
TH Count, who cold not make a long Stay, wail t 
for employing the little Time be had kfe wok be with the MF 
Sultancſs, in making ſome little Reproaches to her, for MW tt 
permitting Zawya to be his Companion in this Diverſion 
of walking. Moſt certainly, Madam, faid he to her, you 
muſt either have a very good Opinion of my Heart, ot 
you muſt love me very undiſturbedly, not to have the leaſt 
Vneaſineſs at it. The Sultaneſs reply d, that ſhe did not 
1 much rely on his Fidelity, as on the Prudence of Laura, 
"whom ſhe knew too well, to believe ſhe wou d play her 
any perſidious Trick. Do you only have a Care of your- 
lt, aid ſhe, for as to Laara I have an abſolute Confidence 
in her ; and if you will be mindful of your Duty, I am 
ſuaded ſhe will not fail in hers. After theſe Words 
wou'd detain him no longer, for fear of the Baſſa, and 
vo ard into her Chamber. The happy Lover, pleasu _ , 
with the agreeable Moments he had paſs d, * * 
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if ne were ready. She anſtber d, That ſhe only wanted 
her * Bm, which ſhe went out to fetch. The Count, 
who ſaw her coming in this Apparel, went before, aceord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of the Country, and ſhe follow'd him. 
He ſaid nothing to her while they were in the Seraglio, 
leſt they ſhou'd be over - heard and known; but the Inſtant 
they were in the Garden be broke Silence, Who wou d 
not think, Madam, ſaid he, that we have amorous De- 
ſigns? For this is a Rendezvous-in form; and the Baſſa 
will not fail to believe us the happieſt Lovers in the World. 
His Lady made him no Anſwyer; the walk d on, and at 
laſt they went into the Arbor that was appointed for 
them, and wvas far enough from that of the Baſſi, as Laura 
had deſir d. The Count gave her his Hand; and as he 
knew all the Privacies of the Place, (which he viſited al- 
moſt every Day) be made her fit dowyn on a Bench of 
Turf. This indeed, Madam, faid he, is putting the Fide- 
lity of a Man to the Tryal, thus to expoſe him to paſs a 
port of the Night in ſuch a Plaee as this, with {o beautiful 
a Damfe) as yourſelf. After this, I think the Sultaneſs ought 
to be perſuaded of my Paſſien. The Count faid no more, 
expecting her Anſwer + but as ſhe ſtill ſaid nothing: I 
thought, purſu'd be, that we had been forbidden all the 
Pleaſures of an Appointment, except that of Converſation 
but I perceive you will obſerve the Turkiſh Manner; and 
becauſe it is a great Favour for a Woman in this Country 
to ſhow herſelf, or ſpeak to a Man, you are refolv'd to 
forbear both. But pray, Madam, when we are together 
kt us follow the Cuſtom of our own Country, which is 
much more reaſonable than that of the Turks. It wod'd 
be too great a Severity, if you ſho'd act otherwiſe with 
me, and I believe more than the Sultaneſs requires from 
you; and even more than you have promis'd her. Lay 
by, I beſeech you, continu'd he, taking hold of her Bar- 
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nus, this uſeleſs Cloak 3 for it is no longer neceſſary here, 
and be ſo kind to tell me ſomething} of the Sultaneſs; * or, 
if you pleaſe, of the Adventures which brought you hither, 


and which, from the firſt Day 1 had the Honour to fee 

you, I have had an extreme Deſire to be inform d of by 
your own Mouth. Vou will not refuſe me this Favour, 
if you think I can be any way neceſſary to you, as un- 
doabtedly 1 may; being of the fame Country as yourſelf, 
and well enough beloy'd. of the Baſſa, to be able to ſerve 
you with him. She liſten d to all this Diſeourſe, which 
ought to be very obliging to Laura, without making any 
Reply, or quitting her Barnus, as he intreated her ts do. 
The Count perceiving this, did not preſs her any farther; 
but putting on a more ſerious Air, If you deſire, Madam, 
aid he, that we ſhould paſs the Night after this manner, 
it will be a great piece of Cruelty to me; but I muſt re- 


concile-myſelf to it, and bear it patiently : and removing 


ſome Paces from her, he went and ſat down in a Corner 
of the Arbor, and was ſilent for ſome time. The Lady 
figh'd, as if ſhe was ver d that he had left her; but the 
Count acted the barbarous Part in his Turn, and took no 
notice of her Sighs. At laſt ſhe drew near him, took 
him by the Arm, and embraced him. The Count falling 
into a Laughter, Pray Madam, ſaid he, be contented with 
the Sacrifice I make to Love, without puſhing me be- 
9 my Patience. Let us have, if you pleaſe, a little 
Converſation, but anſwer me, for I don't love to talk by 
myſelf. Are you ſpeechleſs ? Have you nothing to ſay ? 
Still ſhe. only laugh'd under her Cloak, and play'd him a 
thouſand little malicious Tricks, at which the Count at 
laſt was quite out of Patience. This, faid he, is too 
much; and ſince you are for laughing, I will lead you a 
Dance ſhall make you ſpeak whether you will or not. At 
this he took her into his Arms, and not being able to take 
her Cloak off, he us d certain Familiarities to her, ſufficis 
ent to break the Silence of ſo diſcreet a Damſel as Laura. 
Nevertheleſs ſhe was obſtinate, and made little or no De- 
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than ever to ſee her by the help of a ſmall Light which 
darted into the Arbor. If the Sultaneſs, ſaid he, knew 
the Freedom of your Behaviour, ſhe would give you little 
Thanks for your Silence, and for the Difficulty you make 


only to grant me ſomething more. The Lady being able 
to defend herſelf no longer, let him take off her Barnus 5 
and making her Eſcape from him, as ſhe ran away, Ah 
thou Traytor, ſaid ſhe to him, is this the Fidelity you pro- 
mis d me? O Heav'n! Madam, is it you, cry'd the Count 
in Amazement, finding it was the Sultaneſs herſelf, who 
had ſupply'd the Place of Laura; and running after her, 


My lovely Sultaneſs, cry'd he the ſecond time, is it you? 
Yes, it is I myſelf, reply d ſhe, gently permitting him to 
recondu& her into the Arbor; and I repent already of what 
I have done for you; for you did not deſerve it. Did 
you think I was ſo fooliſh, purſu'd ſhe, as to expoſe, after 
ſuch a manner, to another, the Man I moſt dearly valued? 
Don't I plainly ſee how I had beed miſtaken, if I had 
truſted to you ? Your Conſtancy was very wavering ; it 
was at laſt half vanquiſh'd; and if Laura, the Counterfeit 
Laura, had anſwer'd your Attempts, where would you 
have been ? Never was Man in a greater Confuſion than 
the Count at all theſe Reproaches; He was not wholly 
Guilty, nor altogether Innocent: He did not ſcruple to 
own it; but excus'd. himſelf, from her Conduct towards 
him; — that it was not the Part of a Man to reſiſt all 
the Temptations ſhe had offer d him. In fine, he gain d 
his Cauſe; a Reconciliation was concluded, and Love 
ſign d the Articles. 

IT; was a wild Riſque the Sultaneſs ran, in coming to 
e. in a Garden, where ſhe knew * 
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ſence; at which the Count was extremely ſurpriz'd ; and 
after the Eſteem he had conceiv'd for her, he imagin'd 
there was ſome Roguery at bottom, and ſtrove more 


to let yourſelf be ſeen. It ſeems as if you refuſe me Trifles, _ 


who did not fly too faſt, he overtook her at the Door of | 
the Arbor; and embracing her with all his Tenderneſs, 
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band was preſent. The Baſſa, tho' he had for his Com- 
panion a very fine Woman, yet did not paſs his Time 
quite ſo well as the Count did. Chabanis, which was ill 
his Miſtreſs's Name, beſides her Beauty, had a Turn of 

Wit very agreeable,” and ſuch an 7 Manner, that ll 
ſhe was — the moſt charming [Lady of the Seraglio. Ml - 

| The Baſſa had formerly loy'd her ay but Loves of 
this kind are never laſting, All Arts were now ineffeQtual, 

_ the Baſſa was not in the Humour to entertain himſelf 
with her, and had brought her thither only to him ſerve for 

1 Blind. She miſtruſted it, as ſoon as ſhe underſtood Laura 

Ws in the Garden. For the Baſſa had raſhly appris d her 

it, thinking it would be ſufficient to make her eaſy, to 

-{Zaform her that Laura was prodigiouſly, in Love with 

' Wilexander,” She did not believe him, but rather imagin'd 

_ this Chriſtian ferv'd him as a Confident, and had brought 

Laus into the Garden, only for his Maſter. She had been 

„Jealous of her formerly to Diſtraction ] and was enrag'd 

s ſes herſelf neglected. The Baſſa had hardly faid four 

VP Words to her, 'when ſhe perceiv'd his Thoughts were all 
i on Laura, While he was with her; and what finiſh'd her 

| one was, that the Baſſa, to whom Jealouſy granted no 

after he had ſpent ſome time with her very coldly, 
told her he had a Mind to go and liſten to the two Chri- 

Rians, to know the Subject of their Converſation, She 
made him no Anſwer, but fuffer'd him to go , and pre- 

{ently by another Way repair'd * Mee N ed 

Gore the Baſſa himſelf, © 

_ = THE Nights in that Country are . G eſpecially 
in the Summer. The Baſſa, notwithſtanding” all the Pre- 

Eutions he had taken to approach near the Phce where 

Alexander was, by the favour of the Hedges, behind which 

he had bid himſelf as well as he could, was perceiv'd by 

the Counterfeit Laurs. His Shadow diſcover'd' him; and 
ſhe having made her Lover take Notice of it, he ran to 
meet him, to beg him not to come any further; but to 
der an & 28 to det him enjoy the 


happy 
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happy Moments his Bounty had procut'd him. The Sul 
taneſs, who. did not know what brought the Baſſa that 
way. and fearing he ſhould come into the Arbor, notwith» 
ſtanding all that Alexander ſnould ay to him, ſlipp d out 
after him, to bide herſelf in ſome Corner of the Garden, 
where ſhe thought ſhe might be in greater Sa 

IN the mean time the Baſſa, in Confuſion to have been 
diſcover'd, ſuffer'd himſelf to be prevail'd on by the Prayers 
of his Rival, there being no room to execute the 
he had undertaken, and which had ſucceeded fo ill: He 
went back to his own Arbor, and Alexander return'd to 
his ; and was, perfectly amaz'd not to find the Sultaneſs 
there. He judg d the engt bad driven her away. He 
was in pain for her ; but juſt as he was going out to ſees 
for her, he deſcry d, in the moſt retir'd part of the Arbor, 
ſomething that had the Appearance of a Woman ; he drew 
near it; and finding he was not miſtaken, he took it for 
a piece of Waggery the Sultaneſs had a mind to play him, 
and was mightily pleas d with it; and embracing-ber with 
the tendereſt Air imaginable : You are very ſpiteful, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, to contrive to ſet me a rambling over all the 
Garden to ſeek you. The Lady made him no Anſwer; 
and getting clear from his Arms, ſhe left him haſtily, and 
retir'd to another Corner of the Arbor. The Cavalier was 
furpriz'd ; but how could he undeceive himſelf on a ſudden, 
and be able to imagine that in ſo little a time ſo great a 
Change: ſhould. happen? He drew near her the ſecond time, 
and taking her by the Hand: Why do you fly from me, 
Madam, ſaid he, and for what Reaſon do you hide your- 
ſelf ? There is nothing more to apprehend ; the Baſſa is 
retir d to his own Arbor, and has promis d not to diſturb 
us any mote. All this could not procure him any Anſwer 
and not knowing 'what to make of this odd Severity, he 
put one Knee on the Ground, as ſhe: ſat upon the Bench of 
Turf; and kiſſing her Hand, which he held in bis 'own; 
he d her to tell him what ſhe aid. He exprefs'd-a 
great deal of Kindneſs and Tenderneſs —_ 
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ſaffer'd gently enough; but at laſt, hearing her laugh in a 
Tone very different from that of the beautiful Sultaneſs, 
he examin'd her a little nearer, and found by her Shape; 
which was a little groſſer, and by her Cloaths which were 
not like the other's, that he was miſtaken. ' What a Per- 
plexity was he now in! He believ'd' himſelf got into the 
Country of Metamorphoſes, and that he was that Night 
to ſee a Riddle of Wonders. That Laura was chang d 
into the Sultaneſs was not ſo ſurpriſiog ; the Transforma- 
tion at leaſt was agreeable : But that the Sultaneſs ſhould 
become another Woman, and perhaps Miſtreſs of the Baſſa, 

this was what he cou'd no way comprehend. That which 
troubled him moſt was, the Pain he was in to know what 
was become of the'Sultaneſs, and the Dread he had leſt the 
Baſſa ſhould meet her in the Garden, and know her, He was 
for going to her Aſſiſtance ; but Chabania, (the Lady he had 
taken for the Sultaneſs) caught hold of bis Cafferan, and told 
him in Moreſco, that Ladies were not to be left after that 
manner, when they had receiv'd ſome Tokens of Kindneſs. 
The Count, who did not underſtand the Language, pray d 
her to let him go, left the Baſſa ſhould drop in upon them, 

and be angry with him, if he found him in her Company. 

But his Prayers were to no purpoſe, for ſhe underſtood 
Italian no more than he did the Moreſco; and was ſo far 
from letting him go, that ſhe would needs have him ſit 
down by her, to revenge herſelf of the Baſſa's Indifference. 

During this little Conteſt, 'which could not but have ſome- 
thing in it very ſingular, between two Perſons who did 
not underſtand one another, the Sultaneſs enter d quite out 
of Breath, and flung herſelf half-dead into the Arms of 
Alexander, who happen'd to be ready to receive her. What 
a Fright was this Lover in! He believ d all was ruin'd, and 
that ſhe had been known. But the Baſſa coming the Mo- 
ment after, put him in heart again with theſe Words; 
You fly, Madam, ſaid he, to the Counterfeit Lara, ftrange- 
ly faſt, from a Man 'who will do you no harm, and who 
had no Intention to do you any. 2 1 
Fr # , 


mi 0 ro „ „ in wn ws fo 0 ts o% fo oS win oc AAR Qr. he i wm 


We A. 0 


9 os ty oy” 


61 (08 © Ov G27 


"I 


On: V®,, = Ye ww ww © CT 


N Le 


2 2 ag Mes > coed] 
* 
11 N 
Fo We, 


part I. The HayeyyY SLAvE. 45 
auler, was going without doubt to make him ſome hand- 
ſom Excuſe for breaking his word to him, but ſeeing Cha- 
bania near him, he preſently alter'd his Thought and Lan- 
guage; and inquir'd of that Lady in Moreſco, what ſhe was 
come to do in that Arbor? She roſe up; and having an- 
ſwer'd the Queſtion in a very loud Tone, made him a 
thouſand Reproaches on his unworthy Weakneſs, to leave 
her to purſue a miſerable Slave, who fled him, This was 
a curious Scene, and an admirable Dialogue for the Sulta- 
neſs; but her Satisfaction did not laft long, for Chabania, 
ver d to the very Soul, at the Contempt the Baſſa ſhew'd 
her, and at what he ſaid to her before her pretended Rival, 
fell upon her like a Fury, and fo ſuddenly that neither the 
Baſſa, nor Alexander, who would have hinder'd her, could 
fave the Counterfeit Laura from being a little roughly 
treated, The Count was pierced to the Heart at this Out- 
rage; and all the Conſiderations of his Life, and the Ob- 
ligations he had to the Baſſa, would not haye prevented 
him from revenging it, if the fear of ruining the Sultaneſs 
had not been ſtronger than his Reſentment. The Baſſa 
was not leſs angry than he; and taking Chabania by the 
Hand, jhe dragg d her rudely enough eut of the Arbor, and 
J 4 . : 
THE Count finding himſelf alone with the Sultaneſs, 
embraced her tenderly: Heavens, Madam,: faid he, how 
many Dangers have you run for the Love of me? And 
what a barbarous Inſult have you receiv'd? The Sultaneſs 


only laugb'd at the laſt Adventure, and faid, the Pleaſure in 


ſeeing the Deſpair of Chabania, for whom naturally ſhe had 
always bad a great Averſion, was more than the Hurt ſhe 
had receiv'd from her. But ſhe confeſs'd at the ſame time, 
that her meeting the Baſſa, wbo was looking after that 
Woman in the Garden, had put her into a cruel Pain, and 
that it was the luckieſt thing in the World, that ſhe had 
taken her Barnus with her. She added, that her Husband 
had ſaid a thouſand Galantries to er, and was a little preſ- 
ſing; but ſhe was not then far fiom the Arbor, and had 

. 1 | Þ cſcap'd 

I 
Y 
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eſcap'd. aut of his Hands. After this ſhe told him, there 
Was. no room to doubt that the Baſſa was afreſh become 
Amorous of Laura; which all the loft Things he had faid il 
to ber, and his. Tranſports in this jatt Rencounter, had con- il 
yinced her of but too well; That this was the true Cauſe I 
of their Alarms, and the Reaſon why he did not bring B 
him as uſual to the Seraglio. The Count was of ber O- tt 
pinion, and they both concluded it was neceſſary, that Lau- Il 
ra, who wras to act the principal Part, ſhou'd aſſiſt them 16 
with her. Addreſs. and Complaiſancde. E 

THE Baſla,, who took little Pleaſure in the Garden af -n 
ter the ill Succeſs. of all his amorous Deſigns, having en- aj 
deavour'd to appeaſe the Mind of the angry Chabania, was Ml be 
for conducting her to her Lodgings; and paſs'd by the Ar» Wl H 
bor where Alexander was, to give him the Signal, that ar 
it was Time to retire. The Chriſtian follow'd him ſoon de 
after. He accompany'd his dear Sultanefs to her Apartment, I 
where he made no long Stay with her, for fear of the f. 
Baſſa, and then repair d to his own Lodgings. He paſid g 
the reſt of the N Night very agreeably, . tho” he ſlept but lit- WY m 
tle. Laura, with whom the Baſſa was more in. Love hi 
than ever, put him into Deſpair by ber Severities, and he ll fi 
never expected to be eaſy, unleſs ſhe pity'd him. All the Ml th 
Affection be had for Alexander cou'd not reſtrain him from Ml w 
being his Rival, and deſiring to have a Share with him in M 
the. Favours he received from, this Beauty. When he re- lik 
flected on the Opportunity he had let ſlip the Night before, 
when he had Laura in his Power, it vex d him fo, that he 

cou d willingly have taken Revenge on himſelf. He wou d 
not as yet declare himſelf to Alexander, nor communicate 

him his new affection; either to ſave him the Trouble 

thought he ſhou d accalion him, or becauſe he had a 
Mind to make uſe of him, and wou'd not offend him. 

IN the Morning, as ſoon as; he, was up, he went to 
Alexander's Room, as he us d to do ſometimes, familiarly 
and without any Retinue, and found him in Bed. A Man, 
ld * muſt. be as happy as "_ is in Love, Wr. 
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able to ſleep as quietly as he does. If there be any Body, 


my Lord, reply'd the Count, that has Reaſon to value him- 
id WW for his good Fortune in that kind, it is a Nobleman as 
n- WY handſome and gallant as yourſelf, who needs only ſay, 
ſe r Love, to be belov'd. Yes, even to Laura, reply'd the 
g WH Baſh ſmiling: But that Slave has made me very ſenſible, 
chat 1 might figh on to no purpoſe; and that by being 


Maſter of the Perſon, Lam not Maſter of the Heart. It was 
neceſſary, continu'd he, that Alexander ſhou'd come from 
Europe into Africa, to make that Conqueſt. It is in this, 
my Lord, anſwer d the Count, that the Oddneſs of Love 
appears, Which very often does not know on What it fixes, 
but follows the Effects of Deſtiny, which over - rule the 
Heart. I believe, my Lord, added he ſmiling, that you 
are already very eaſy as to Laura, and that you did not 
deſire I ſhou'd be in Love with herz to become my Rival. 
I declare to you however, purſu'd he, hearing the Baſſa 
ſigh, that if this ſhou'd happen, you cou'd not do me a 
greater Favour, than to acquaint me with it; becauſe let 
my Paſſion be ever ſo great for that Damſel, it ſhall not 
hinder me from doing my Duty. I will renounce all Preten» 
ſions to her, the Moment 1 ſhall know you have the leaſt Deſign 
there, that I may have no Competition with a Perſon to 
whom, as I owe all, I ſhall refign all. It is not ſo eaſy a 
Matter, reply'd the Baſſa, to wean one's ſelf of a Paſſion 
like yours. You muſt firſt perſuade me that you know 
e, not what it is te love. I love, moſt certainly, anſwer'd 
ce WY 4be Count, and perhaps as much as it is poſſible to love; 
d but after the Favours you are pleas'd to heap on me every 
e Day, I ſhall principally regard your Eaſe and Satisfaction; 
e and if Laura appears as bright to your Eyes, as formerly, 
a WW I repeat it once more, I ceaſe this Moment to love her. 

The Baſſa ask'd him if he wou'd have faid fo much be- 
0 fore hers He reply d, he thought he had too much Honour 
to require him to make ſuch a Declaration before a Mi- 
„ ſtreſs. After this Diſcourſe, the Baſſa propos'd to him ano- 
ther Walk that Evening, and deſir d him to write about it 
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to Laura. The Count cou'd not refuſe him, and Laura 
Anſwer Was as follows. 


'Tis Madneſs to expoſe one's " twice to the ſame Danger: 

The Baſſas Behaviour was not ſuch to me laſt Night, that 

* dare confide in it again; you ſaw alſo how I was abu 

425 the Woman he had with him. Be contented. with ny 

ving the Honour to ſee you, in caſe you come hither; bu 
ns more Walks fo Laura. 


"The Baſſi was ver'd at this Anſwer, which he did not 
expect, and left the Count without ſaying a Word, and 
ſhut himſelf up the reſt of the Day. At Night, he went 

to the Apartment of the Sultaneſs, where he firſt met with 
Laura, who again enquir'd of him concerning Alexander, 
and the Reaſon why he did not bring him with him? wil 
ou be angry, anſwer'd he, if I ſupply his Place to-night? 
That wou be too great an Honour for me, reply d ſhe 
. ; but the Sultaneſs expects you, who is not very 
well. The Baſſa gave her his Hand, to lead her into a pri 
vate Chamber; which ſhe perceiving, and that he was in 
Earneſt, begg'd him to let her go, her Miſtreſs being in- 
diſpos'd; and he knew very well, ſhe cou d not be a Mo- 
ment from her. Yes, the Sultaneſs is ſick, ſaid the Baſſi, 
the can't be a Moment without vou, becauſe it is T that 
deſi re to paſs that Moment with you. If it was Alex- 
anger, you wou'd eaſily find the Means not to be fo ſoon 
wanted. Laura cou'd not forbear laughing at the Bafſa's 
Reprimand: My Lord, ſaid ſhe, the Caſe is quite other: 
wiſe when the Sultaneſs has the Happineſs of your Com- 
ny with her: And beſides, one is apt to hazard à little 
more for the ſake of a Lover. Well then, it is Love, ſaid 
he, preſſing her to follow him, that brings me hiher, And 
it is that alſo, my Lord, reply'd ſhe, (endeavouring to 
get from him) which obliges me to avoid being alone 
with you: For notwithſtanding all your Accompliſhments, 


you muſt give me leave to ſay, you have but little Regard 


to 


8 


| A 
e. 


to che ber, nd that ib is eee witnen the 
Inſults you -offer'd me laſt Night! in the Garden. The 
Baſſa made ber a thouſand Proteſtations; that he vou d ob- 


„ ee : 
and that he only ack d one quarter of an Hour vet 

ation: with her; Laura, who knew his fiery Temper, 
hen he wit refus d what be thought was reaſonable, was 
forced to yield to ipend a of an Hour in his Com- 
pany. He vepronch'd her with the Inſenſibility ſhe had al 
ways ſnewn to him, and ſaid the tendereſt and moſt mov- 
ing Things in the World. Lanra defended herſelf, from 
the Topies of her Honour, her Religion, and the Sultaneſs 

her Miſtreſs, either of which ſhe would not betray to ſave 
her Life, If you lov'd me ever” fo little, ſaid the Balla 
ſigbing. you wou d not find: out fo many Reaſons to juſti- 
fy your Denial. 1 hive my Religion, as you bave yours, 
and which contains Laws to the full as ſevere: But Love 
is more than all the Laws. As for the Sultaneſ, 
why ſnou d you be under any Concern? That ſhall be my 
Buſineſs, not yours; and unleſs you' will, ſhe need know 
nothing of the Matter. And fince you ſpeak of Honour; 
Which, I pray, is more Glorious to you? to love ſuch ah 
Man as I am, of ſuch an one as dltxandert?. You | 
ſtaken, my Lord, reply d Lauri if you imagine that Ne 
the Viſits l have recei d from that I mou has babe 
any thing contrary to my Duty. T * | 
tion are not like thoſe of this. rer % 1 not ſels- 
ſecure, a8 to her Honour, among them, by deing alone in 
company, and without Wiwnſs; I. ban fafely-ſwearto you. 
my Lord, that Aleranir never received any Favour from 
me, whieb#Þ-eou'd"not* grant dan Man in the World, 
to whom Iven moſt indifferent. What! not in the Gar- 
den? ſaid the Haſſa infevupting her. Neither in the Garden 
nor elſe where reply'd Me; had he ever any other Advan- 
tage than thut of eing me; which among us is reckon'd 
nothing Can e 9 me believe that? anſwer'd the Baſſa. 
Laura aſſur'd him, ther — that 
Vo t. IV. + = "RC 
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he might depend upon it: But, my Lord, added ſhe, do 
better; bring him here no more; and you ſhall ſee vrhether 

1 ever cornplain to you on that Account. I 'ſhou'd be in 
the Wrong, reply d the Baſſa, to deſtroy ſo fine a Friend- 
ſmip; I proteſt to you, that if I were able, I wou d not 
diſſturb you in it; but I am not ſo much Maſter of myſelf, 
as to conquer my Heart herein, and govern it as I wou'd. 
However, ſince you are ſo indifferent towards Alexander, 
that you can ſo eaſily reſolve not to ſee him any more, I 
3 2 not to be ſo perplex d, but nen that one Day 

may love me as well as him. 

AFTER this he withdrew, his Mind being ſomewhat 
1 than When he came, tho' he vvas ſtill very much in 
Love. He did not altogether credit hat Laura had told 
him of the little Affectiuam ſhe had for Alexamr; but he 
began to believe, ſne had not that ſtrong Paſſion for him 

_ which he had imagin d; or that ſome Quarrel had happen d be- 
tween them which had alittle chill'd their Love; for he had ob- 
ſerv'd on both Sides more Indifferenee, than Lovers uſually e- 
preſs, Then on the ſudden, reflecting on himſelf: May it not ! 

de, continu d he with a diſtruſtful Mind, the Effect of their f 

Policy? May they not act in Concert to deceive me? — 

becauſe they ate ſure of each other's Heart, may they no 
affect this cureleſs Behaviour, in order to love with the 
greater Tranquility? Vet this, ſaid be, is alſo impoſſible; 
for Love, -however” curb'd, will of Neceſſity break out, 
and thew itſelf. Ale ramder is not lov'd, or is: fo but mo- 
derately. It was the euſſer to perſuade himſelf of this, bo- 
cauſe it was what he-wiſh'd «with all his Heart,  And«vhis 
inflam'd his Paſſion higher than ever. 

_ 4 LAURA' gave an Accbunt of this Wee 8 
Miſtreſs, ho cou'd have vviſſid ſhe had abated u litrle of 
the rigid Severity ſhe bad expreſ d to the Baſſa, and 
been a little more complaiſant, without which ſhe rightiy 

judg d there wou'd'be no ſeeing {lexander ſo often. Laura, 

on b deere en * Complaiſance wou d ruin 
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vour from it, vrou'd become more in Love, and by Con- 

. more jealous of his pretended Riral. What muſt 
1 then do, ſaid her diſtreſ dq Miſtreſs, if I muſt fear on e- 
very Hand, and expect nothing but Miſchiet? Laura told 
her, Things Were not ſo deſperate that ſhe ſhou'd thus af- 
ſtict herſbif! Tut the Baſſa had promis d to ſend Alexan- 
der to her the next Day, and chat then * would oonſult 
with hirn how ſhe ought:vo proceed. | 

THE Count did not know the Bad 88 the 
gulranefs's Apartment; and as he had not ſent for him all 
that Day, he went the nert of his on Accord to his 
Levét: e found him in Bed wvith a fad and melancholic : 
Countenance, which -teftify'd the Heavineſs of his Heart. 
The Baſſa receivd him nevertheleſs in an obliging Man- 
ner, but was ſome Time without ſaying any Thing 
to him; when looking at him vvith an Air of Confidence, 
Alexander, ſaid he, I am the moſt unhappy of Men, eſpe- 
cially in Love : Laura, the cruel Luara, has not the leaſt 
. Tenderneſs for me; nor the leaſt Pity of the Torments, ſhe 
t WM fees, I ſuffer for her Sake, and I muſt expect ſome AL 
ir ſiſtanee from you in this troubleſome Conjuncture. Oh! 
4 my Lord, reply d the Count, only ſay what you deſire of 
dt me, and I ſhall execute it with Zeal. You are ſenſible the 
1e Heart is not te be commanded; But if I can contribute v6 
ez Por SatisfiuRtion; if you ud have me ſpeak tert = 
it, How happy fhou'd' I be, {aid the Baſſa interrupting 
o- Wit you wou d uſe your Intereſt with, her! My Lord, props it 
o- {only depends on me, reply d the Count, you may promiſe 
FR 1 guceeſs. After this the Baſſa was ſilent for a 
while, as if he were conſidering what toi ſay to bim; and 
Alexander preſſing him to declare his Mind, he deſir d him, 


of {With ſome Diſorder, to make an Appoiatment with Laure 
ad {Win one of che Chambers ef the Soſtaneſs s Apartment, 


where he wou'd perſonate him. This Nopoſal, fo unwor- 
ra, Ichy of Aleraner's Soul, ſo amaz d him at firſt that he bloſh'd 
vin extremely, and knew not what to anſwer. The Baſſa 
Fa- n This — and was more aſham'd than he. 
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He was troubled; and fearing he ſhau'd explain bimſelf 
contrary to his Intentions, he order'd him (to get rid 
of him) to think of it, and give him as favourable : an An- 
| {wer as he cou d. 
THE Count went out of the Room, and made a thou- 
Gand Reflections on his unhappy Fortune, which had reduced 
him to that Extremity, as to require him to act ſo foul a 
Part. He was perſuaded that Laura woud not come, and 
knew he riſqu'd nothing, even if ſhe were to accept the 
Offer, and-if he ſhou'd favour the Paſſion of his amorous 
Patron: But beſides: the Baſeneſs. of the Employment, it 
vex'd him that the Baſſa ſhou'd think ſo injuriouſly of him, 
as that loving Laura, as he believ'd he did, he cou'd be ca- 
paple of playing her ſo deteſtable a Piece of Treachery. He 
o abhorr d the very Thought of it, that he determin 'd rot 
to do it, tho it coſt him his Life. 

- THE. Baſla ſeeing him go out after this Manner, eaſily 
imagin d there was nothing to be hop d for from him; and 
as he was a Man of good Senſe, he was not the worſe 
diſpos d towards him for it; on the contrary, he eſteem d 

kim the more. But he bent his Thoughts on contriving 
ſome other Way to gratify his Inclination; for his Paſſion 
was ſo extravagant, that neither Reaſon nor Reflection 
cou d govern it. A Man of the tendereſt Honour, when 
cChang d into a deſperate Lover, becomes the moſt furious 
and itregular; becauſe he is the more ſenſible of n 
as: he believes bimſelf to deſerve better Ulage. 
HE Baſſa, not having been able to ſucceed with 4 
lexander in a Propoſal which included a Treachery, te. 
 ſalv'd to deceive Laura himſelf, and to ſee her that Day, 
diſguis d like an Eunuch. This was none of the beſtt · con - 
_ - certed Deligns; yet be gain d his Point by it. He had nat 
the Patience to wait for the Hour at which he us'd. to viſi 
the Sultaneſs; but as ſoon as it was Night, ſet forward in 
bis Diſguiſe, and came to the Apartment; . where finding 
only an old Moreſco Woman at the Gate, who was far from 
1 him, „ dure, We there wi 
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an Eunuch of her Acquaintance deſir d to ſpeak with her 
in the Chamber of Repoſe, It was call'd fo, becauſe it 
was retir'd and free from Noiſe, where it was cuſtomary 
in the Summer-Time to paſs ſome Hours after Dinner in 
ſleeping. He made choice of this Room as the moſt pro- 
per for the Deſign he had in Hand; and as ſoon as he had 
diſpatchd the odd Woman on this Errand, he repair'd thi- 
ther and hid himſelf. Laura at that Time was buſy; and 
the Sultaneſs having met the More/co, who was hunting af- 
ter Laura very diligently, ask d her by Chance what ſhe 
wanted With Laura. The old Woman, who was not en- 
join'd Secrecy in her Commiſſion, told her freely, there was 
a certain Eunuch deſir d to ſpeak with her in the Chamber 
of Repoſe. . At” the Mention of an Eunuch who wou'd 
ſpeak with Laura, the Sultaneſs made no Doubt but it muſt 
be Alexander; and without any further Conſideration, or 
asking the old Woman any more Queſtions, ſhe put on 
Laura's Barnus, and went to the Place appointed, Had 
ſhe made the leaſt Reflection on the Meſſage, ſhe wou'd not 
have been deceiy'd, nor ſo lightly expos d herſelf to the fol 
lowing. Adventure. ee ee eee 
IT was not the Practice of her Lover to act in this 
Manner, nor to fee her any where but in the Alcove. It 
cou'd hardly be ſuppos'd he knew the Name of the Room, 
where ſhe was told that Laura was expected; and after 
what the knew of the Baſſa ſhe ought to have miſtruſted 
bim. But when a Woman loves to the Degree as the Sul- 
taneſs did, ſhe is liable to commit ſlill greater Errors than 
this. She knew Alexander cou'd come only by Night; 
and yet ſhe expected bim, from the Time the wakd in 
the Morning, and was in a cruel Uneaſineſs, whether he 
wou'd come or not. Still as the Hour grew nearer ſhe 
was more impatient: She ran eagerly to the Place where 
ſhe thoyght Alexander expected her, and wou'd again paſs 
for Laura. -Aecordiogly” ſhe reſoly'd to be ſilent for a' white, 
As ſhe had been before in the Garden; and to make herſelf 
fome Diverſion with him, However, as ſhe cnter'd the 
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Room a. certain. Shuddering and Terror ſeiz'd. her on the 
ſudden, inſomuch that ſhe. was on the Point of going back: 
But the Gallant, who waited. for her, taking ber by the 
Hand, encouraged' her a, little. She let him conduct her 
| Whither he pleas'd; and he led her to the End of theRoom, 
where he was. reſoly'd to loſe no Time, but to improve 
the Opportunity; he embraced her very eagerly, tho” ſlie 
trembled. His Actions appear d too violent to the Sultaneſ; 
to come from ſuch a Man as Alexander; the had a Di- 
ſtruſt, and found, tho a little too late, that ſhe was mi- 


ſtaken, and that this Man had neither the Stature nor the | 


Face of her Lover, and conſequently: that it muſt. be the 
Baſſa, Upon this ſne alter'd her Way of proceeding, and 
ſtood abſolutely upon the Defenſive. This Reſiſtance, af- 
ter the Freedoms ſhe had. granted in the Beginning,” made 
her Gallant ſenſible that his Treachery was diſcover'd,- and 
that he cou'd conceal himſelf no longer. From thence- 
forth therefore he preſerv d na Decency, and having accom- 
Pliſh'd. his Deſign, retir d without ſpeaking; one Word to 
the . imaginary. Laure, who repair d immediately to her 
Chamber, 
. THE Count. ned; Horm, overnight. at the Baff, and 
not finding him, return d the next Morning to acquaint 
bim with the Reſolution be had taken on his late Propo- 
fal. gut as he enter d the Apartment, be was told the Baſſi 
had, been ſcq ill, that he had not ſept: all. Night, het lang 
order d no Body to be. admitted into his Chamber, H awe⸗ 
ver as. he had a. Privilege beyond all others, he was ſuffer d 
to go in; he found bim in his Bed writing, and by bis 
Looks. be appear d to have had very bad Reſt. He red- 
den d ag ſoon as he, faw. Alexander, who kneeld down 
before, bim: I come, my Lord; faid he, to ask you a freſh 
Favout. You arg the chief author of all the Love I. fee 
at this time; my ill Fortune will have it, that you ſhou'd 
be touch d with ſome, Paſſion; accept. therefore, I beſerch 
you, . Sacrifice I make. to. you; of. it: My Lord, I wil 


no longer love Lauraz, mae: if en I. Will ſee. her 
nn more. HEAVENS! 
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HE AVENSI cry'd the Baſſa, what ſort: of Lovers 
are theſe? Is it poſſible that two Perſons, who have be- 
un to love one another, with ſo much Tenderneſs, ſhou'd 
be able to leave each the other with ſo much Tranquility? 
and that I, wko am not lov'd, cannot obtain the ſame 
Victory over my Heart? Speak, Alexander, and tell me, 
is it from any Diſguſt you have taken, or do you uſe this 
violence to your ſelf _ out of Kindneſs to me? No, 
my Lord, ſaid the Count, I have taken no Diſguſt, Laura 
is at this time as lovely in my Eyes as ſhe appear d the 
firſt Day I ſaw her: But rather than ſee you in this Con- 
dition, there is no Torture I am not willing to undergo 
and for your Quiet, and my. own, I cou d wifh I had never 
ſeen her. This is ſo rare an Example, reply d the Baſſa, that 
it is neceſſary to have as great an Eſteem for you as I have, 
to believe you. However, this Letter will ſhew you, that 
I did not wait till you ſet it me, to follow. it; and that I 
know how to overcome myſelf too in my Turn. The 
Letter is to Laura; read it. Vou will find that if J have 
done you any Injuſtice, I know how to puniſh myſelf fer 
it, I ſpou'd be ſorry ai Man of Honour, as you are, ſhou'd 
depart from us withi an il Opinion of me, The Count 
was ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at this Diſcourſe, the Subject of 
which he cou'd' not comprehend;. and having made an 
Anſwer full of Reſpect and Gratitude to his Patron, gs 
ons de® RK read i in it brews ene Words. nt 


bp: all the' Paſo W befeld fora — is ad af 
to juſtify me for the Crime I have commuted againſt y ons - 
at leaſt you ought "to'pardin it, after I haus ſuffer'd, in one 
Night, all the Se voritios that the moſt rigorous: Repentance is 
able to inſis. My Soul is ſtill full of Grief and Confuſion; 

and if; by reſtoring to Liberty yourſelf and your Lover, I can 
in ſome meaſure attone for ſo. great a Fault, you. may pre- 

pare yourſelf; for you ſhall both ſet out for your own' Country. 
To-morrow Morning. Adieu. Think mh an Effort I muſt 
* for this, whith is 3 me the two Perſons. I love 
D: 4, moſh, . 
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meſt, and you n uu am not gn nd of 
_— 
| (THE Count was in vhs WD Confuſion and Per- 
plexity upon the reading of this Letter, and had Difficulty 
enough to conceal his Diſorder, He flung himſelf a ſecond 
time upon his Knees, as it were to thank the Baſſa for this 
laſt Favour, which before he lov'd, wou'd, without doubt, 
have been the greateſt he cou'd have defir'd; but which 
was now the greateſt Stroke of ill Fortune that cou'd hap- 
pen to him. The Baſſa raisd him up, and told him, he 
cou d not ſee him in that Poſture, on an Occaſion, where 
he had more Reaſon to complain of him, than to thank 
him, as he wou'd know at his Leiſure from Laura; and 
in the mean time he had nothing to do but to prepare 
for his Departure; for he had given Orders to ſecure a 
Veſſel belonging to the Chriſtians, which was to ſail that 
Day for Italy,” and which wou'd carry him to Leghorn; 
that he ſhou'd. AP embark. the next Day with 
Laura, e 
HE Count holy: taken his Leave, went out of the 
Chamber; ſo full of. Trouble and Affliction, that he was 
obliged to ſeek: out a proper Place where he might eaſe 
bis Mind, and entertain his Thoughts on the Reſolution 
the Baſſa had taken to give him his Liberty, and ſend him 
home with Laura. He cou d not deviſe what had put him 
upon it; and juſtly concluded from what he had read in 
the Letter, that he muſt have offer d her ſome Outrage. 
But this was not What gave him Uneaſineſs; it was 7 
Sultaneſs, to whom. he muſt bid farevrel for ever; 
Woman whom he lov d ſo. tenderly; and whom he * 
Jeave in the Height of his Faſſion. Nevertheleſs, Liberty, 
"which to a Man who. knows what it is to be a Slave, and 
a. Man of Alexander's Quality, is enchanting ; 3 the returning 
into his:own Country, after eight or nine Months Abſence; 
the Pleaſures of Rome, and the Conſideration that it he loſt 


this. Qccaſion, be perhaps Eu never have one oe 
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while be lip ds all this tempted hit ſtrongly, but his Love 


ſurmounted it, and made him deſire to ſtay. But as the 
Baſſa offer d him his Liberty, and the Poſſeſſion of a Mi- 
ſtreſs of whom he thought he was paſſionately amorous, 
what Reaſon. cou d he urge to refuſe it, ſince in all Ap- 
pearance it was the Bleſſing he ought moſt to have wiſh'd 
for? It made him deſperate to ſee he cou'd find no Ex- 
cuſe, and that he muſt depart, unleſs. by ſome unexpected 
Accident the Baſſa ſhou'd change his Mind. Never did any 
Slave; make Vowe with more Fervour for his Freedom, 
than he did for his Captivity; chuſing rather to be a Slave 
for the Remainder of his Life, than to part for ever from 
2 he -lov'd a thouſand times more than Liberty it 


THE Baſſa, having pafe'd ſome Hours in his Bed, mu- 


ling on the Reſolution he had taken, which he was de- 
termin d to keep, whatever it coſt him, ſent for his Aga, to 
whom he gaye the neceſſary Orders for the Departure of 
thoſe two Chriſtians, cauſing good Store of Proviſions to 
be put on board the Veſſel,” and very rich Preſents. After 
this, he ſent his chief Eunuch to the Sultaneſs his Wife, 
to deſire ſhe, wou d approve of his giving Laura her Li- 
berty, whom he had a Mind to ſend into her own Coun- 
try with Alexander; for Reaſons as important to her, as 
neceſſary to himſelf. Theſe Orders being given, and the 
Letter he had {writ to Laura being deliver d at the ſame 
time, he took Horſe to go to the Bardou, a Pleaſure- Houſe 
he had about a Mile from the Town ; from whence he 
did not return till Midnight, ſpending all thoſe Hours in 
walking by himſelf in his Gardens, in order to accuſtom 
himſelf not to ſee Alexander, and not to hear the mention 
f dn ng ani bg ener gn HTO: 
.HEcoyd. not fleep all the Night and in the Morning 
his Aga having . brought him the Sultaneſs's Anſwer, he 
immediately deliver d it himſelf to Alexander, whom he 
found, in Appearance, ready to depart, according to his 
Commands, but in his * he was never leſs diſpos d to 
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beſtowid on us To-day. Alixander, epd the Baſſaʒ ſuch 


Fring if they are delayed Lay hold of the good Motions 


offer d Veſterday to Lua; the Shame I have to ſee her 
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thous doubt, that ite Bam wer dere He dc rec 


ie, hoping every Moment for-ſome Alteration in tho Baffl. 
Well, Alexander; ſaid he to lum vue mult part; but l 
cant telli how i we muſt do, —— who 
loves Tanya with the tame Affection þ have for you, not- 
withſtanding the Noepreſentatious I caus d to be made 
to her of the Intereſt ſue had in this Affair, and that 
ſhe "ought: to be for it as much as myſelf, will by no 
meaos conſent to it. She has ſent me Word, that ſhe wil 
ſooner part with her Life, than with. Laura, Tou muſt 
therefore ſee Laura, and tell her, it i new at her own 
Choice to bo fte and r0-bear'you: Company; for as I hate 
given you my Promiſe; I will be as good at: my / Word. In 
the mean time, 1 will cauſe the Veſſel to be detain d, that 
it may not go off without you. My Lord, ſaid Alexander, 
were are Opportunities frocquent enough; and if, to gratify 
the- Sultaneſs, or diſpoſe her to grant Laura this Favour, i 
ſome longer time were givon her; we ſhou'd have no lef 
Obligation to you for the Liberty you have ſb generouſly 


Refolutions- as this which: 1 have taken on your 'Behalf, 
coſt too mueh to ſuch 4 Heart as mine, not to be wave- 


with whieh Reaſon and Equity inſpire me. T nat en» 
gage that my Mind will net alter. T T have 
at the Weakneſs of my Heurt; the unhandfome Outrage 1 


after-it; and the little Hope there is of my being lov'd by 
Ker, are the true Spring of your happy Fortune: AI this 
js yet freſh in my Memory; do net ſtay till ie is worn 
out; for a' Mam forgets nothing ſooner: than hover wt 
vors, and the Injury he has done ts others. whe 

WHILE, they were diſcourſing after this mer 4 
laſty Moor, who ſerv d the Count It the Quality of # Pur- 
veyor, and who wes us d to · bring him every Morning his 
Noviſtons from the Seraglio, enter d tie Chamber on a 
adden, with a large Basket on his Head; not imagining, 
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immediately, and was going away, but the Baſſa made him 
a Sign with his Hand to ſtay; and he did not dare to dif. 
obey him; he ſet his Basket down, which ſcem'd' to be 

y heavy, and retit d. The Baſſa had a Curioſity to 
ſee what Victuals were ſent to Alexander, and bid one of 
the Moors that were preſent, lift” up the Cover; which 

being done: inſtead of Proviſion; there was a Woman pack d 
up pleaſantly enough; ſhe hid herſelf under her Barnus, that 
ſhe might not be kno wa; but her Cloaths, which were after 
the Chriſtian · Faſhion; being thoſe which the Baſſa and 
Alexander had ſeen Laura wear, left no room for either of 
them to doubt that it was ſhe. The Baſſa was ſurpriz'dat firſt; 
but at laſt breaking out into a Laugh, I muſt confeſs, faid 
he, the Invention is good, and ſurpaſſes: the Genius of the 
Women of this Country. It is Love has been the Contri- 
ver, which is the Father of Inventions. Nothing cou'd be 
thought of more to the Purpoſe, for the Deſign we have 
in hand; But, ſaid he, ſhall we not ſee the whole Contents 
of the Basket? Madam, you are between two the beſt 
Friends you have, and need have no Scruple to let your- 
ſelf be ſeen. Thus faying he went to the Basket, and was 
for, taking the Lady by the Arm, in order to help. her out, 
but ſhe refus d it; and puſh'd him away. I ſee very well, 
Madam, ſaid the Baſſa, that you have not yet granted me 
the Pardon I ſo earneftly ſu'd for. I muſt own, the Fault 
was too great, for you to be reconcil'd' ſo ſoon; but you 

are juſt going away; and we ought” at leaſt to part ia 

Friendſhip. It wau'd be an everlaſting Grief to me to have 

you leave this Country with Hatred in your Heart. Do not 

refuſe this Favour; continu'd” he, reaching out his Hand to 
her, to a Man who is in Deſpair for having offended you, 
and ho puniſhes himſelf ſeverely enough for you, not to 
add to it this laſt Cruelty. All this avail'd nothing; on the 
contrary;-ſhe hid herſelf more than ever, and fortify d her- 
ſelf in the Basket very reſolutely. He wou'd not preſs her- 
further; but addreſſing himſelf to Alexanubr, told him it 
belong d to him to make the Peace, and perſuade Laura 
* «48 
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to ſuffer, herſelf to be ſeen, fine it was for. the laſt time, 
The Count took it very, ill that ſhe ſhou'd make ſo much 
Difficulty to gratify a Lord to whom ſhe had too many 
Obligations, (even if ſhe had receiv d the higheſt Provoca - 
tions from him) to refuſe him ſo ſmall a Favour, in the 
7 Conjuncture. But beſides this, he bad a. particular 

Intereſt. to urge her to ſhewy herſelf ; for it was his laſt 
Expedient; and be hop'd. that if the Baſſa ſaw her, his 
Paſſion at the Moment of ſo cruel a Separation wou d re- 
kindle, and make him alter his Reſolution. With theſe 
Thoughts, he went up to her, and gave ber all the Res- 
ſons he could find out, to prevail with her to be reconcil'd 
to the Baſſa, and ſhew herſelf to him for a Moment; but 
without Succeſs.,She gave him not one Word of Anſwer ; 
at which being a little angry, he took her two or three 
times by the Arm to help her up, and was upon the Point 
of pulling away her Barnus by Force. He threaten d her 


with it, dut the Baſſa brad him, and bid him not con- 


tend with her ; for ſhe had enough to complain of, without 
ſuffering a freſh Violence for his fake, Let us improve the 
Time, continu'd. he; and ſince ſhe is ready on the Spot, 
ndnd you bave nothing to do but to emberk, let us finiſh 
What we bave begun. It is the fineſt, Opportunity ia 
. the Warld. I believe Laura. will not be diſpleas d at her les- 

ving ſuch a Country as this, eſpecially to accompany you, 
In all likelyhood the Sultaneſs is ſlill aſleep; don't let us ſtay 
Dill he wakes. Laura muſt be carry d, juſt as ſhe is, in the 
Basket, to the Ship. You ſhall go along with her, and 28 
ſoon as vou are embark d, you ſhall ſet fail. As. for my 
Part, 1. will go and paſs the reſt of the Day at the Bardou, 

and give the nete ders, that in caſe the Sultaneſ 
miſſes Laura, and Adee Eſcape, ſhe may not ſend 


0 


after her to top her. Having faid this, he diſpateh'd a Moor 
to the Harbour to et A, Boat ready to carry Laura and 
| Alexander ti to the Chriſtian, Velſlel, which was at the Gon- 
Fete. After this he ſent for the Captain of bis Guards, whom 
* ade x to e the Count, and 0 * che 
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Basket to be carry'd' along with him by two Moors, to 


whom he ſnou d intruſt the Care of it. bY); 
ALL theſe Directions being given; and nothing remain» 
ing now but to take Leave of his dear Alexander,” he em- 
braced him with Tears in his Eyes; and having attended 
him to the Boat, he went from thence to the Bardow, 38 
he had ſaid, with his Heart full of Grief and Sorrow. The 
poor Count was a much greater Object ot Pity. His Con- 
cern about the Sultaneſs, whom he wou'd fain atleaſt have 
ſeen once more, was fo-diftreſſing; that his Separation from 


a Man, to whom he had ſo many Obligations, affected him 


very little. His Heart was ſo oppreſs'd, that he cou'd not 
fay one Word to the Baſſa. The Tears ran from his Eyes; 
which the Baſſa interpreting in his own Favour, was deep- 
ly touch'd ; and rejoiced mightily, that he had overcome 
himſelf for the fake of a Perſon who was not ungrateful 
for it, and who lov'd him ſincerely. He ſawy him embark, 
and took his laſt Farewel. The Count was ſo overwhelm'd 
with Sorrow, that from the Port to the Goulette, he gave 
Liberty to his Heart, which be had not dar'd to do before 
the Baſſa, and ſaid things ſo tender and paſſionate, looking 


towards the Town, | that the Captain of the Guards, anxeg 


thoſe who'accompany'd him, were extremely ſurpria d and 
moy'd; They did not underſtand” Iralian; but his Geſtures, 
his Tears, his Looks, and the Colour of his Face evidently 
expreſs'd the utmoſt Anguiſh. Y | 

AS ſoon as he got on Board, he flung himſelf upon a 
Bed, ſo confounded with Grief, that he did not think of his 
Basket: But the Captain of the Guards took Care of it for 
him, and caus'd it to be carry'd into bis Cabin. After which 
he took his Leave; and having order'd the Captain of the 
Veſlcl to ſet ſail; he went into his Boat, and return'd to 


Tunis, It was then that Alexander, being alone in his Cabin, 


abandon d himſelf entirely to the Torrent of his Affliction, 
Ah, wretched Deſtiny, cry'd he, to be torn from a Perſon, 
without whom I cannot live! Ah, my Sultaneſs! muſt I thug 


kave you, muſt I be remoy'd from you for erer? For ever! 
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repeated let getting up: No; rather let me force, them to 
carry me back to Land; L ſnall alvrays find Pretences enough 
e the Beſlk! Whatever, befals me, I can but die; and I had 
mther a thouſand Times ſuffer that near her I love, that 
ini oruel an Abſenco. As he ended theſe Words, he look d 
aut to ſaa whether the Ship was ſtill at Anchor, but he 
found: they; were got out ſo far to Sea, that he could 
hardly: diſcover the Gauletto. What was now: his Deſpair | 
Well then, my; Heart, there is no Remedy; I muſt periſh} 
Ny dear Sultaneſi, ſee whether I am gui ty of this Sepa- 
nation and receive the Sacrifice I make you of my Life, 
At: this he drew his Sword, and was going to run bimſelf 
thro the Body, when the Perſon) who was in the Basket, 
and who had till then liſten d to all he had: ſaid, ſtarted up, 
and flung herſelf upon him, to prevent him. Let me, Mx 
dam, ſaid he to her, let me put an end to a Life which 
enn only be wretched, now I am ſeparated from her I Love. 
Ahl dear Alemmanalor !; ſaid the Lady, embracing: him with 
the) utmoſt; Tenderneſs, not being able to uttet any thing 
more, from her Exceſs. of Joy. The- Count. perceiving a - 
Difference; notwithſtanding the Trouble and Tranſport he | 
was. in; between this Voice and that of Laura, look: d back 
on the Lady who embraced him. But. what Atoniſhment! 
how! eee pom ee Ul wn The: Suits 
neſa herſelf}; 
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SRO : ou? Is it you? ſaid ho aging, wit re-ite- 
rated Gladneſe, which altnoſt ſuppreſs d his 
voice Is it poſlible that I foe. you; in the 
very Moment 1: belierd I had loſt you? 
| What a Happineſa is this! nee ere Fav 
„or ta: Love, that I owe: this? You are „an- 
ſwer dethe Sultanaſa, to Love for the Defign,. ee er 
une: for the / Succeſs; The Count was aſtonifh'd;, at fo 
ge an Adventure ; but referr'd! the unſolding of the 
Myſtery to another Time; wyhen, he ſhould be more at 
Leiſure to ſatisſie his Curioſity; and eajey the Pleaſure of 
it undiſturb d. The Wind war fair, and the Ship, ſaibd 
rery 9 and yup! . 0 

Vojage, 
THE 


ON 
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4 - THE b Sept of the kad Oude being arrived at 
s, took Horſe, and went to the Bardau, where he found 
dhe "Maſe, Who was: walking alone in the Garden, to 
whom" he*gaye an Account of Alexander's Departure. 
The Baſſa lifted-up his Eyes and Hands to Heaven with a 
diſconſolate Air; and without ſpeaking a Word, retir d in- 
to an Apartment in the Middle of the Garden, and never 
ſtir d out of it all the Day, abſolutely forbidding his Guards 
to ſuffer any Body whatever to - come to him, deſigning 
thereby to free himſelf from the Importunities he appre- 
' herided from the Sultaneſs, on the Account of Laura. His 
+ Servants were amaz d, and knew not to what to impute 
his Dejection, unleſs to the Departure of the Chriſtian. 
"TOW ARDS* Night, a Spahi brought him a Letter; 
after him, came another, and then another, who all preſs'd 
to ſpeak with him about very urgent Affairs: But being 
told the tri Prohibition he had given, they did not dare 
to tranſpreſs it, «weed for his oquiog out of the As 
parent. 
THE Nets are religious Obſervers-of theie-Moſters Or 
ders; but 4, the Captain of the Guards, who judg'd of 
the Importance of the Matter by the Number of the Ex- 
preſſes which? came one upon the Heels of the other, 


Was not above ches Miles off, to inform himſelf; and 
repair d im to the Gentral of the Gullies, who 
was” one of thoſe Who ha diſpatchd the Spahies. The 
General ſent him back that Moment, with poſitive Orders 
to ſpenk to the Baſſa, and tell him from him, that his Pre- 
ſence was abſolutely neceſſary dt Tunis, if he wou'd in 
dene Lum 16a of:his Enemies, who aim'd at 
— Difculey,! when: Sa heraber Bari: to 
venture in before his Maſter,; who being angry at him, for 
beiag the firſt to diſobey his Orders, would neither hear 
kum, nor receive the Letter wes ht from the General 
| | elt up, ſtay d there = 
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thought it his Duty to make a Step to the Town, which 
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the fourth Prayer, when he mounted his Horſe to return 


to the Town. He then receiv'd Letters from ſeveral Hands, 
but did not open them, imagining they came from the 


on to eſpouſe her Side. „ tent 
THE General of the Gallies e at the Baſſy's 
not coming, after the Advice he had ſent him, ſet out for 
the Bardou himſelf, to know the Cauſe, and met him on 
the Road. The Baſſa, who faw him come with a large 
- WW Retinue, ask'd him laughing, if he thought he had been 
is belieg'd, that he came to meet him with ſuch a Train. 
e ou laugh, my Lord, anſwer'd the General; but I pray 
Alla, before we arrive at Tunis, we may not have Occaſi- 
con for a greater Aſſiſtance. The Baſſa ſeeing he ſpoke ſe- 
d riouſly, look d at him, and pausd. Then reſuming his 
8 I Speech ; And for what, ſaid he, ſhould we need for more 
e Succour ? Is there any Deſign on Foot to inſult me? and 
for the fake of the Sultaneſs ? My Lord, reply d the Gene- 
ral, is there not ſufficient Reaſon to do ſo? And do you 
= I thiok-fuch a Prince as the Dey, who, notwithſtanding all 
I Reconciliations, is your mortal Enemy, can bear the lofry 
+ I you! have done him? he that loves the . Sultarieſs, his 
„Daughter, more than himſelf ? And what is the eg 
h reply d the Baſſa. What is the Injury! continu d Ah; a 
d greater, or more cruel certainly coud not be offer d him. 
o What ? Shall it not be allow!d me, ſaid the Baſſa interrupt- 
ce ing him, to ſet at Liberty two Slaves, if I think proper? 


's Les, my Lord, anſwer'd the General; no Body diſputes 


Jou that Right; but the Sultaneſs is no Slave; and Ho- 
a iy 2our, Juſtice, Religion, and all good Mazims of Policy, 


it and Decorum, unleſs you have a Mind to revive a Ci- 


vil War, forbid you to prefer an ordinary Chriſtian to your 


Wife; and to deliver up the Sultaneſs into the Hands of a 


Y 

0 

x Ml Chriſtian ; which is the worſt Evil that can n to 1 

rr Woman of our Faith. 

TAE Baſſa thought bet bis Friend, ſaid i; 3 

"| put th he did- not vouchſafe to return * 5 ; 
t 


zultaneſe, or ſome of her Friends, e ſhe had PRO | 
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but told him laughing, that he bad taken the Alarm too 
ſoon. ' The General, being a little chaf'd, repiy'd, he 
knew him ton well to be oſſended at that Reproach; but 
be ſnoud judge himſelf when he came to nw, whethef 
there was Occaſion to be alarm'd or not. 

I the Dey, reply'dithe” Baffh, bas a Defigin to break 
with ms; he will find ſome better Pretence than that you 
mention; It is true, I have ſent away Lauma with the 
other Chriftian; againſti the Sultaneſe s Pleaſure: But I had 
my Reaſons for ſo doing, and ſueh Reaſons: as the Sults 
neſi has more Occaſion to be ſatisfy d with than any Body. 
The General of the Gallies believ d the Baſſa play d upon 
him, and had” a Mind to make that a Myſtery to him 
which was known to every one ; be took it very ill, and 
had ſaid no more to him on that Head} had not the Baſh 
continu d the Diſeourſe: But, my Lord, ſaid the General, 
interrupting him; what Pleaſure can you take to diſguiſe 
to me, who am one of your oldeſt! Friends! and Servants, 
4 Thing which no Body is ignorant of ? It is publickly 
known'tbat Daum is in your Seraglio and that it was the 
Sultanefs' who was ſhippdoff-with Alexander. Nay; it is 
fie further that it was for the Love of this Slave; that 
you'convey'd-hor ay in this manner, and that you bave 
1 Deſign to marry Zawyn, tho'ſhe'isa Chriſtian; Beſides, 
this is a Thing never. was practis d in this Kingdom, and 
that the Dey and the Divan will oppoſe it with-all their 
Power; I car! aſſure you, even your on Friends will 

Binder it if they can, aud that not one of them wy be for 


| ian Bot Weng l ſpesk a u mund was 
gong to treat him as a Viſionary but the Friendſhip he 
for him ſtoppd him: Laura, ſaid he, whom I my- 

ſelf ſavy 1 in a Basket, and whom I aceompany d to 
the Port, where ſhe was put into a Boat, whom the Cap- 
tain of my Guards conducted to the Ship, in which'ſhe 
embark,” and who fiw them ſet: fail; this fame Laura 
— * and I am to marry: ber? My ey 
reply 
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reply'd the General, if I did not underſtand; you. very well, 
and were I. not convinced of the Sentiments you do me 
the Honour to entertain of me, I know not what. I ſhou'd 
think of all you ſay; for you ought to know, better than 
any one, the Particulars of this Affair: But let us goto your 
palace, aud yu. will ſer whether it be Laura, or the Sulta- 
nels, that is there. of & bf 41 10 1 4 or” 
' THEY were »ot long in getting thither. The Baſla, 
who look d on all that: the General of: the Galleys had told 
him, as mere Fables, would not ſo much as ſend to. tho 
Seraglio, to learn the Truth of the Matter; yet in Com- 
plaiſance, and by Way of Rallery, he ſent. Ah to the 
Sultaneſs, to make her. a few Compliments on the Part 
he took in her Uncaſineſs. about, Lauras Eſcape: 
THE Captain of his. Guards, who did not believe bis 
Maſter. cou'd be.ignorant. of what had paſs d, eſteem d the 
Orders he had given hie to be a Piece of Addreſs ; and 
being, willing to ſhew himſelf a. Man of Senſe, who pe- 
netrated into what was..deſir'd of him, went into the 
Seraglio, where. be was inform d, as he knew already 
very well, that only Laura was. there; and. brought, the 
Baſſa , an; Anſwer of Civility - in the, Sulaneſs's, Name. 
This perplex'd. the. General mightily, and gave the Balla 
fill a greater Opportunity to laugh at all the Reports he 
had made him, and to tell him, he did not yer know the 
Genius of the Dey, who, ſpread. theſe. Rumours, only to 
ſet bis Friends againſt him ; to procure. him the Hatred. oh 
the People. and to. fall aut with him. more than over. But 
he knew. very well which. way to do himſelf Juſtice, and 
there fare he wau'd. firſt. expaſe the; Sultaneſa to the View: 
of the Publick. and afterwards. ſend her home ; not being 
willing ta have any Alliance, or Ground. of Friendſhip-with 
a Man, wha, anly ſought Opportunities to ruin him. 
WHILE. they were thus. diſcourfingi, they: heard a 
great Noiſe an a ſudden in the Palace, which was ſucceed» 
ed by the Diſcharge, of ſome, Muskets, and the Clamouss 
af P cople crying out, To Arms to Arms! The Baſſa 


Went 
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went out of his Chamber, to ſee what was the Matter; 
and met My, Who was coming to acquaint him, that his 
Palace was inveſted on every ſide, and that an Attempt 
had been made to enter it by Force, but he had repuls d 


them wich ten or twelve of the Guatds, who by good For- 


tune were with him. The Baſſa, who was Intrepid, and 
in the greateſt Emergencies had 'a Preſence” of Mind, and 


judgment worthy Admiration, being ſenſible he had not 


Hands enough about him, to make the leaſt Reſiſtance ; and 
hearing thoſe without threaten to ſet his Palace on Fire, 
unleſs the Gates were open'd, gave Orders to notify out of 
the Windows, that the Gates were going to be open d; 


to the End, that they who ſurtounded it, moſt of whom 


came only in hopes of Wer thither, he might 
faye hirnfelf the better thro a private Door, © © 
." THIS Swatagem ſucceeded according to his Wiſh : He 
made his Eſcape from his Enemies, who without doubt 
wou'd have ſhewn' him no Favour, if they had taken him; 
he fled with the General of the Gallies, and the Captain 
JF his Guard, to the Mountains; and acquaintſng the Moor: 


in thoſe Parts, by whom be was much beloy U, with. the 


Occafion'he hid for their Aſſiſtance, they repair'd to him 
the name Night; and by Break of Day, he found himſelf 
ait the Head of eight thouſand Men, ſome arm'd with 
Muskete, und others with half Pike ?: 

POOR” Tau was alone, abandon'd to the Mere of 
the *Populace; whio' having in an en all they 
found inthe Palace, ente d. withoor any Reſpe&t to the 
Place or Sex, into the Seräglio, the Orders of the Dey being 
ſich; and took from thence'that'unfortunite Slave, leaying 
ill the other Women to the Will and Pleaſure of the Mul- 


„ titude. It was Lawwa's: good Fortune that he who was 


commiſſion'd to ſeize her, was a very honeſt Man, a ſe- 
eret Friend of the Baſſa, and who ſThew'd her all the Re- 
gad ſne could deſire in ſuch 4 Conjuncture. Sbe was 
carry'd'to' the Caſtle; Where the Dey order'd the fame Of. 
ſicer to guard her, It was' bis Secretary, and a Man ge- 
% 5 gh g nerally 
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nerally eſteem'd by the whole Divan. As be was- the 
only Perſon that cou'd ſpeak to Laura in private, he told 
bt very freely, the firſt Time he. aw her, that the Baſſa, 
whoſe Conduct had till then appear d deſerving Admirati- 
on, had now committed a Fault he wou'd. find it a hard 
matter to redeem, and which was condemn'd by his beſt 
Friends 3 hut he very much fear'd the whole Evil wou'd 
fall upon her; As ſhe was already alarm'd at all ſhe had 
ately-ſeen ;/ at her being forc d from the Baſſa's Seraglio, 
and made the Dey 's Priſoner, ſhe was extremely terrify d 
at the Diſcourſe of this Turk, who ſeem'd to ber to be a 
Man of Credit, She intreated him earneſtly to tell her 
what was the Matter; what was the Fault the Baſſa had 
aRed, and in what manner ſhe was ſo intereſted in it, that 
the Dey would be induced to revenge himſelf on her? If 
you don't know what has happen d To- day, ſaid the Se- 
cretary, I will inform you. 

believe, continu d he, you know Chabania, or at tleaſt, 
that you. have, heard her mention d. Every Body is con- 
vinced of the Peryerſeneſs of her Mind: But on this Oc- 
caſion, what ſhe has ſaid was ſupported by-ſuch clear Rea- 
ſons, and ſuch convincing Proofs, that her Malice has had 
its intended Effect. I know not whether ſhe was jealous 
of you, or difſatisfy'd with the Baſſa: But it is ſhe is the 
Cauſe of all the [Diſorder that has now happen'd, and 
which will be the Ruin of the Kingdom, if ſome ſpeedy 
Remedy be not apply d. The Dey was playing at Cheſs, 
when a Meſſenger brought him. Word, that one of the 


Ladies of the Baſſa's Seraglio deſir d to ſpeak with him, 


about an Affair of the bigheſt Importance. He immedi - 
ately quitted his Play; and baving retir d into a Chambet, 
to give Audience to this Woman; Chabania enter d, attend» 
ed by two Eunuchs who ſupported her, and flung herſelf 
at his Knees. A Lord, ſaid ſhe, I come to acguaint n 
with a. Piece of News, which without doubt will cauſe you 
ſome Grief : But if I deſerve Death, for not having been 
able to bear the Injury which is offer d to your Blood, and to 
the 
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the whole Nation, without in formin eee willing 
r he provided guns repair dg. it di, that your Duinghrer i 
mo longer here; 22 has bean deliver'd' up (30 the Chri> 
flian, v went - away this. Morning; und that. ſorry Ghri> 
flint Slave is taken into her Place, we will difſhononr you 
and ns. "Revenge yowrſelf-of the. Amthor of ulis Diſorder, aud 
exert that Fuſtice mich becomes vom, fur ſo beinaas an Ar 
ſempi 22 x God, yon Blaod, and the \ Honour , pour 
cu. This Speech was no fooner finiſh d, than the 
Dey, tranſperted with Ruge, call d in thoſe who-were in 
his 'Antichamber ; and being hardly able to ſpeak, from 
the Emotion: into which this Intelligence had put him, he 
caus'd Chabania to repeat before them, what ſhe had juſt 
told' him. III Luek world have it, that they were all 
Fnemics'to the Baſſa ; and who, inſtead of appraſing the 
Dey, improvid the Occaſion: to | irritate him more than 
ever, to take Satisfaction for ſo · cruel an Gutiage. | 
WOMEN nd Eunuchs were preſently diſpateh d by 
the Dey to the Seraglio of the Baſſa, to learn the Truth, 
and the Particulars of this Affair; and they all brought us 
the ſame News: That the Suſtaneſe was not there, and 
that it was not known what was become of her; that 
no Body had ſeen her go out, and that none but yourſelf 
was abe to give an Account of her. After this, ſome 
Perſons were | ſent to the Gouluie, to inform - themſelves 
from the Officers of the Caſtle, wherher they had not ſeen 
2 Woman ia the Chriſtian Veſſel, which went off this 
Morning. They made Anſwer, that it ſet Sail, before it 
was ſeareh'd; by the Baſſa's Orders; and that the Captains 
of his Guard had 'aceompany'd to the Ship the Chriſtian 
whio-embark'd in it. All theſe Tokens, and all theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, ſo ſtrong and fo apparent, did but too we!l 
confirm vrhat Ohabania had ſaid. Upon this ſeverul Ooun- 
cis were held; and as in that Aſſembly there were only 
ſuch as were ill affected to the Baſſa, or at leaſt too zealous 
for the Dey, they all concluded on Revenge. I don't 
d ho the Baſſi was not inform d of this ; for 
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the Rumour of it was preſently ſpread over all the Town, 
It was firſt intended to ſurprize him at the Baraau, Where 
it was thought he would Lye; but upon Information of 
his Return, the Aga of the Dey had Orders to go and in- 
veſt his Palace, and enter it by Force, and to ſeize his Per- 
ſon, dead or alive; at the ſame Time I was ſent to the 
Seraglio, to bring you away. They have miſi d the Baſſa, 
which Was very happy for: you both, for otherwiſe nei- 
ther of you would have been now living. But being 
eſcap'd with his Friends, and being | Maſter, as he is, of 
the Mikis, and of the Moors, he will make himſelf for- 
midable to the Dey, and . may be able to free you 
from all Danger. 

THE unfortunate Lawra, who had been too much 
us d to the Strokes of Fortune, did nothing but ſigh at the 
new Evils with wyhich ſhe ſa w herſelf threaten d. She knew, 
better than any one, the little Reaſon there was to accuſe 
the Baſſa of the Flight of the Sultaneſs; and believing that 
by juſtifying him, ſhe ſhould make her own Cauſe the bet- 
ter before the Dey, ſhe told the Tiwk, that her Patron was 
not perhaps ſo guilty as they made him. I cannot tell, 
purſu d ſhe, hat is become of the Sultaneſs, fince the 
Morning ſhe. went ont of the Seraglio 3 but the Confi- 
dence' with) which you ſpeak to me, i which is agreeable to 
the generous way in which: you treat me, obliges me not 
to be ſo teſervd to you, as I ſhouli be to another: Be- 
ſides, in the Extremity which Things are in, there is no- 
thing now to heed; I muſt acquaint you therefore, that 
if the Baſſa has ſent. the Sultaneſs along with that Chriſtian, 
as is ſaid, ſhe is gone wich all her Heart. And beeauſe 
you might perhaps have ſome Difficulty to give Credit to 
what I ſay, if I did not inform — I J ſnall relate 
to you ſome part of a Hiſtory, which! will ſerve at deaſt to 
excuſe the Baſla, — 

10D muſt know. then, nad contents the, that 
the Sultaneſs lov'd Alexander, and with a Paſlion exceeding 
riolent, which was causid: after this manner. The Baſſa, 

who, 
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whoz as every body is ſenſible, bore a great Affection to 
that Chriſtian, had a Fancy, either out of Diverſion, or in 
order to unite bim the faſter to himſelf, to ſee him in 


Lore with ſome Woman, and judg'd me to be à proper 
Object to produce this, if Alexander could ſee me; but as [ 


did not ſtir out of the Seraglio, and it would have been 


| ſcandalous for'a: Chriſtian to enter u Place, where the Men 
of the Country are not admitted, unleſi they are Eunuchs, 
it came into his Head to have him diſguiſe himſelf in that 


Habit; in which he brought him to me one Night, after 


having made me conſent to the Viſit. The Sultaneſs, 


who. was already prepoſſeſi d witch a thouſand Sentiment; 


in favour of this Chriſtian, of whom ſhe had heard the 


Baſſa ſpeak very often, underſtood with extreme Pleaſure 
ber Husband's Deſign” to\introduce him even into her 4- 
| nt, and deſir d me very earneſtly to contrive that 


partment, 
ſhe might alſo have the Satisfaction of ſeeing him. This 


was no hard thing for me to do, becauſe the Baſſa, who 
came ſeldom to the Sultaneſs, ſending him thither al. 
molt every Day thus diſguis'd, there wanted only to find 
out the Means to keep this Interview of my | Miſtreſs 
and that Chriſtian a Secret. They ſaw one another 


©  and-if the Sultaneſs/ lik'd: Alexander, who is very grace. 


ful, you may cafily imagine ſo fine a Woman as/ ſhe is, 
could not be difagreeable to Alexander: Their Love en- 
creas d daily. The Baſſa, who began to ſee Alexander in 
Love, and believd it was with me, was mightily pleas d. 


He had formerly had a Paſſion for me; but my conſtant 


Denial made him nut laſt deſiſt ; however, by the repeated 


Accounts he made Hlexander give him of the Progreſs of 


his Amour, he found his former Fire rekindle; and judg- 
iog by this I was not ineapable of Love, he perſecuted: me 
afteſu with his Sollieitations, which Were generally mingled 
with Reproaches for the little Value I had ſet upon his 


Affection, in preferring a Slave before him. I would not 
undeceive him, tho I foreſaw the Danger of it; becauſe 
the two Lovers would have ſuffer d by it; and ſacrificing 


myſelf 
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myſelf to the Pleaſure of the Sultaneſs, whom I lov'd ex- 
tremely, I let him continue in the Opinion that I was not 
inſenſible to Alexanders Merit, This Affair being thus 
ſet on Foot, there follow'd Intrigues, and ſeveral entertain 
ing Adventures, which I may relate to you at ſome other 
Opportunity. In the mean time, the Baſſa preſs d me 
warmly, and upbraided me every Day with the Diſdain I 
expreſsd for his Paſſion, while I ſmil'd on a Chriſtian, 1 
who was leſs worthy of my Affection than himſelf, There 
was no Stratagem which he did not practiſe to ſurprize 
me, in order to compals his amorous Deſigns 3 till at laſt 
he found Means to have a Converſation in private with 
his Wife, whom he took for me, and to whom he offer'd 
all the Violences imaginable, to revenge himſelf of the In- 
„ſenſibility I had ſhewn him. After he had ſucceeded, he 
left her without diſcovering it was ſhe ; but being touch'd 
wich this Inſult, which he ſuppos'd was offer'd to me, 
o Wl which he knew not how to excuſe to an enrag'd and in- 
| jur'd Miſtreſs, he thought he cou'd not better atone for 
d WH his Fault, than by reſtoring Liberty to two Lovers, whoſe 
innocent Paſſion he had fo unjuſtly diſtarb'd, after having 
been the Author of it himſelf. He ſent me Notice of his | 
Deſign in a Letter, in which he endeavour'd to juſtific if 
himſelf, by the Exceſs of Paſſion he had for me; and 
ſaid, to expiate his Crime, he was going to deprive him- 
ſelf for ever of the Sight of me, and ſend me back with 
my Lover into my own Country, which was all that could 
be defir'd from the Generoſity of a Rival; and that if I 
knew what Pains and Grief my Abſence wou'd coſt him, 
I ſhould find his Puniſhment was greater than his Guilt, 
My Joy at this News was not more, than was the Trou- 
ble of the amorous Sultaneſs, who was afflicted beyond 
Expreſſion. She cry'd inceſſantly Night and Day, and 
neglected nothing in her Power to hinder the Execution 
of a Project which was ſo fatal to herſelf, I ſuffer d her 
to do as ſhe pleas'd, chuſing rather to renounce my Liber- 


ty, than be the Cauſe of ſo inſupportable a Miſery to her, 
Vol. IV. | E 25 
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it thou art able, out of Pity do not forſake me in the 


A good, Iſſue, if Alexander had as ſtrong a Paſſion for her 
cury'd to his Lodging, without the Knowledge of any of 
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as would certainly put an End to her Life. But the Baſh, 
who is molt tenacious of his Reſolutions, not ſeeing what 
Reaſon ſhe could have to oppoſe a Deſigu which ſhe ought 
rather to Wiſh than hinder, conſidering the Paſſion which 
ſhe knew he had entertain'd for me, and which ought to 
give her ſome Uneaſineſs, was unalterable; and knowing 
there was a Chriſtian Veſſel juſt ready to fail for Italy, he 
caus d it to be detain d for our Imbarkation, How pierc- 
ing was the poor Sultaneſs's Sorrow, when ſhe ſaw the 
.Obſtinacy of the Baſſa, and that we were juſt upon the 
point of going! 1 intended to deſire him to put off our 
Departure to another time, in order to prepare the Sultaneſ; 
to allow of my Releaſe ; but he did not appear at the Se- 
raglio, either out of the Shame he had to ſee me, or per- 
haps out of Fear, leſt at the Sight of me his Paſſion ſhould 
get the better of the Reſolution he had taken. The Morn- 
ing we were to depart, the diſconſolate Sultaneſs reſolv'd 
to die, or follow us. She had; long labour'd to find the 
Means to accompliſh her -Purpoſe, We had not ſlept al 
the Night. Laura, faid ſhe to me, after having well con- 
fider'd the Caſe, thou know'ſt the Affection J have alway 
had for thee; that I have treated thee more like a Siſter, 
than a Slave; Thou know'ſt my Heart, and I need not tel 
thee I cannot live without Alexander. ' I do not ask thee, 
.continu'd. ſhe, kiſſing me with her Face bath'd in "Tears, WW m 
to have any Gratitude for what I have done for thee ; but 


moſt wretched Condition, to which a Woman, who loves W. 
as I do, can poſlibly be reduced, and contrive to ſave my 
Life. Had ſhe demanded my own, I could have yielded 
it to her; She perceiv'd it by my Tears, which I mingled 
with hers; She then told me, that ſhe had found out an 
Invention to embark with us, from whence ſhe hop'd for 


as he had intimated; That ſhe wou'd cauſe herſelf to be 


the Seraglio, and from thence to the Veſſel on which we 
8 Were 
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were to embark ; and that the Baſſa ſending afterwards for 
me, in order for my Departure, we might all three get on 
Board, before any Body diſcover'd her Eſcape. To fatisfie 
her, I approv'd of whatever ſhe propos d; but in reality, 
I very much fear'd this Contrivance would not ſucceed 3 
and had I know not what Surmiſe, that I ſhould be the 
Perſon that would ſuffer for it. Day-Light beginning to 
appear, it was requiſite to think of preparing to effect our 
Project, We roſe ; ſhe dreſsd in one of my- Suits, and 
bid me ſend for the bach who was Alexander's Purveyor, 
and who was wholly devoted to her Service. She made 
him fetch the Basket in which he us'd to carry his Provi- 
fion ; and having placed herſelf in it, cover d with my 
Barnus, ſhe bid him carry her to the Chriſtian's Lodgings. 
I aw her go away in this manner, waiting with Dread 
and Impatience to be inform'd of the Event, and for the 
Baſſa's ſummoning me on Board: But at laſt, finding the 
Hour elaps'd, and the Sultaneſs not returning, I made In- 
quiry; and was told, to my great Surprize and Diſſatisfa- 
ction, that Alexander was fail'd, and that the Baſſa, having 
accompany'd him to the Port, was come back and gone 


to the Bardow, It was then, my Lord, that I felt the Se- 


verity of my ill Fortune, in loſing not only all Hopes of 
ever returning to my own Country, (which was what I 
might perhaps have reconcil'd myſelf to; ) but of ever 
ſeeing the Sultaneſs, who was ſo dear to me, and who ren- 
der d my Captivity eaſie. I did not doubt her Eſcape 
would be imputed to me; but I had ſo arm'd myſelf for 
Death, by a ſerious Conſideration of the Unhappineſs of 
my Life, that when you came to me, you may remember 
I expreſs'd no Concern in my Looks, And to ſpeak the 


Truth, the Loſs of my dear Sultaneſs afflicted me to that 


degree, that I cannot tell whether the View of Death it 
ſelf could have ſtruck me more. I was ask'd ſeveral Times 
what was become of her: I always anſwer'd, I did not 
know; but as I was eſteem'd her only Confident, this oc- 


calion'd the greater Jealouſie ; and I perceiv'd the Minds of 
E 2 all 
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all thoſe who ſerv d her, were in great Perplexity, and very 
much alarm 'd. | 

THIS, my Lotd, continu'd Laura, is what I had to 
tell you concerning the Sultaneſs, If you think this Hiſtory 
can be any ways ſerviceable to the Affairs of the Baſſa, and 
to the procuring a Peace, I ſhall be glad you would relate 
it to the Dey, tho it ſeems to make me a little guilty to- 
wards both; but they know well enough what the Condi- 
tion of a Slave is, whoſe whole Happineſs conſiſts in an 
abſolute Complaiſance for one's Miſtreſs, when ſhe conde- 
ſcends to repoſe a Confidence in one. The Turk told her, 
that as the Baſſa had a Tenderneſs for her, and by Conſe- 
quence no mighty Paſſion for his Wife, he wou'd have no 
great Difficulty to forgive her this Treachery ; and the 
Dey would not be much concern'd at her having been ſer- 
viceable to his Daughter in committing an Infidelity to a 
Husband, who, he knows, did not love her; but it wou'd 
be neceſſary to make uſe of the Particulars of this Hiſtory 
to bring them to a Reconcilliation : That he wou'd ma- 
nage the Matter with ſome Friends, who were of the Di- 
van, and eſpecially with the Aga who was the Dey's Fa- 


vourite, and had a great Influence over him ; and who, 


tho' he was a Renegade, ſtill retain'd a Kindneſs for the 
Chriſtians, and wou'd be able to do herſelf Service. He 
added a thouſand Proteſtations on his own Part, and mx 
ny] Civilities, which put her very much in Heart. After 
this he withdrew, fearing perhaps (it being very late) 
longer Converſation ſhould become ſuſpected by his Guards, 
He promis d to ſee her again the next Day, and to bring 
her an Account of all Proceedings. | 
THE Baſſa being at the Head of ſo many Aforr, 
thought himſelf able to take the Field; and march'd down, 
as ſoon as it was Day, towards the Town, in order to 
favour the Retreat of his Friends, and of the Militia, who 
repair'd to him in Bands; ſo that before it was Nopn, his 
Army conſiſted of aboye ten thouſand Men, Moors and 
Turks, | | : 


THE 
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THE Dey alſo us' d rhe utmoſt Diligence to get a 
Body together; but he did not find himſelf ſtrong enough 
to go out and meet the Baſſa, whoſe Arms already ſtruck 
a Terror into his Enemies ; who were in Dread leſt he 
ſhould beſiege them: But as the Dey was the chief Object 
of his Anger, and he could not be attack'd in the Caſtle 
were he was, without Cannon, he was oblig'd to wait 
for ſome he had ſent for from Port- Farino, of which he 
had taken Poſſeſſion. | 

WHILE Affairs were in this Poſture, the Baſſa aſſem- 
bled the Chiefs of his Friends, to complain to them of the 
unjuſt Procedure of the Dey, and to ask their Advice, He was 
ſurpriz'd, that all affirm'd, with the General of the Galleys, 
that it was his Wife who was gone away with the Chri- 
ſtian, and that Laura had remain'd in the Seraglio; and 
that therefore the Dey had Cauſe ſufficient to a& as he 
had done, believing it was his Device to get rid of his 
Daughter. The Baſſa, who ſtill imagin'd they were im- 
pos d on, did not vouchſafe to contradict them; but ſent 
for the Captain of his Guards, and ask'd him before them, 
if he had not ſeen and ſpoken to the Sultaneſs the pre- 
ceding Day? Poor Aly, trembling for Fear, flung him- 
ſelf at his Feet with his Face to the Ground, and own'd 
to. him, that he had thought it was out of Policy he had 
ſent him to the Seraglio, being willing he ſhould ſeem be- 
fore the General of the Galleys to have ſeen the Sultaneſs ; 
but that the Truth of the Matter, was, ſhe was not there, 
and that he had only found Laura, who lamented the De- 
parture of her Miſtreſs, 

THE Baſſa could got yet be convinced, and faid, it 
would be requiſite he ſhould ſee that Slave, to give Cre- 
dit to their Report, becauſe he had a thouſand Reaſons to 
believe the contrary; when he receiv'd a Letter from 

the Dey's Secretary, who wrote to him in theſe Terms. 


3 1 cannot 
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— luermine, my Ld Mehemet Baſſa, wherher it 

was thro” thy good Fortune, or mine, that I was appointed 
10 carry off; and have in Cuſtouy, thy beautiful Slave 5 but 
thou ought'ft to be perſuaded,” that ſhe conld not fall into ber- 
ter Hands. She wants for nothing; and FI can do thee 
any Service, as well as her, depend upon it, I ſhall neither 
ſpare my Wealth nor my Life. Nevertheleſs, if I might be 
fo bold as to adviſe 1 1 wou d tell thee, that thou ought} 
70 ſeek the Welfare and Peace of thy Country, rather than 
its Ruin, which' is inevitable, if thou do not moderate thy 
Paſſion.” I know, better than any Body, that thou haſt 
wrong done thee, and haſt Reaſon to complain; but I know 
likewiſe, that the Appearances of Things, which were againſt 
| thee, impos'd upon the Dey, and that no Body is guilty of thy 
Wife's making her Eſcape, but- thy Wife herſelf. The too 
precipitate Counſel 'of ill-meaning Perſons, which the Dey 
follow d, were the Occaſion of his committing this Fault, and 
| flung you both into the Diſorder in which you now are. May 
 # pleaſe Alla not to ſuffer it to go farther, and that we may 
not, to the great Scandal of all other Nations, ſee the De- 
fruction of our Country by thoſe: very Perſons. who are conſti- 
ruted to maintain its Safety and Honour ! I hope you will both 
be better advis'd ; and fo, in Expectation of hearing ran thee, 
1 wiſh-thee al Kinds of ping and Tranquility. Adiex Þ 

An 4 | 2445-24 J ad Aſſen, Secretary. 

TBE Baſh wg read this ns could no "longer 
doubt the Truth of che Matter, knowing ſen to be a 
Man of Sincerity, and his true Friend. He was already 
comforted for the Loſs of the Sultafleſs ; he laugb'd at the 
Adventure, and did not believe ſhe would have followed 
this Chriſtian, if he himſelf had not order'd her to be 
carry'd . to the Veſſel in-the Basket. He was not much 
griev d at the Miſtake he had made, thinking a Mjfreſs 
well worth a Wife, He did not ſuſpe& her of Perfidi- 


ouſneſs, yet he would gladly have known for what 25 
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ſon ſhe had put on that Diſguiſe, and caus d herſelf to be 
carry d to Alexander's Lodgings. He judge d rightly, that 


Laura muſt have acted in Concert in all this Affair; but 
he thought her ſufficiently puniſh'd, by loſing her Lover, 
and the Opportunity of having her Liberty, for the ſake 
of a Miſtreſs, who might become her Rival ; and fer his 
own Part, he thought. himſelf well reveng'd. He per- 
fectly long'd to ſee: Laura, to learn the whole Series of 
this Story; and his Love adding freſh Deſires to all theſe 
Motions of Curioſity, gave him ſuch an Impatience, that 
how dangerous ſoever the Enterpriſe was, he would wil - 
lingly have gone that Day to Tunis, it | bis Preſence had 
not been abſolutely neceſſary i in the Army, to receive thoſe 
who were, continually coming to embrace his Party. He 
contented bimſelf therefore with t back * * 
ſwer to his an. ; 


| ASSEN, derretary 
HOU. haſt, in thy keeping 4 Creature, whom if the Dey 
tem how. dear ſhe is to me, he would intruſt with 
no e on whatſoever ; being well aſſur'd, by the Means 
thereof, to-make a Peace when he has. a Mind to it, and on 
the moſs. alvantageous Conditions. Have the ſame Care of 
ber, 1 conjure thee, as thou won dt have of my own Perſon, 
and be perſuaded that I ſhall never forget a Service of that 
Importance. Send me back thy Moor to-morrow at the 
fourth Watch. I have Occaſion for him in an Affair which 
J cannot Mad 10 thee in Mriting nor in init zo lim. 65 


or Wenge Bat ler. 


N 10 H 1 was already far advanced: when A finit'd 
his Letter ; yet for the greater Security, he would not let 
the Moor go back till two or three in the Morning. The 
Walls of Tunis are very low, and in ſome Places very ru- 
inous, ſo that it is no difficult Matter to enter the Town 
at 8 Hour. It is true, ms in this Conjuncture they 

2 E 4 were 
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weere ſtrictly guarded ; but the Bearer being known to be. 
long to the Dey 's Secretary, there was no Danger of his 
being ſtopp'd, and he pals'd without meeting any Body. 
"THE courttous Aſen had been that Night to viſit his 
Beautiful Priſoner, us he had promis'd her; and had re- 
preſented to her the preſent State of Affairs, giving her 
ſome Hopes of an Accommodation between the two Par- 
ties, becauſe the Dey was already perſuaded, by the Con- 


feſſion of the Eunuch who had carry'd the Sultaneſß in tile 


Basket, and who having been ſecur d, had confeſs'd the 
whole Matter, that if the Baſſh had any Hand in the ſend- 
ing away the Sultuneſs, he hid herſelf very much con- 
tributed to it by her criminal Love for the Chriſtian. Lau- 
ra, who was pleas d witch this News, could not ſuffici- 
etitly thank 4/62, for the obliging Care he took of her. 


He had ſent her ſo many forts of Refreſhments, that ſhe 


was better treated in this Priſon, than ſhe had been even 
in the Baſſa's Seragſio. She knew not what to impute ſo 


much Bounty and fo much Complaiſance to; this per- 


plex d her a little, leſt Love might be ſomewhat concern d: 
For the Turk ſhewyd himſelf fo civil, fo courteous, and fo 


full of Humanity, contrary to the common Diſpoſition of 


the People of the Country, that fo generous, a Procedure 
ſeem d to partake more of a Lover, than of a Friend to 
the Baſſa. However he had not hitherto been wanting in 
Reſpe&:* But The trembled every Moment leſt The ſhould 
have Cauſe to be angry with a Man, who had already 
done her ſuch good Offices. The Truth was, this Turi 
was acted only by a pure Motive of Generoſity. He had 
been five or fin Years a Slave in ray, to a Patron who 
bad us d him very well; and he thought himſelf oblig'd 
on that Axcount, befides his being a very honeſt Man, to 
do Services to the Chriſtians. F In 
As Taura was complaining of her ill Fortune, which 
toſs'd her from one Evil ro another, he pray d her to tplate 
to him, how ſhe became a Slave. As ſhe was ſo indebred 
to him, ſhe did not think, how difagrerable ſoever it 
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de to ber, to revive in her Mind en of her paſt 
Afflictions, that ſhe could refuſe him ſo ſmall a Satisfacti - 
on, in Return for the e Be did ber; and thus 
n. 
1 Y Lord, Tam of Genoa, - ad one of the chief Fa: 
milies of that Republick : But you will excuſe me if I 
don't acquaint you with the Name of it. I am willing to 
ſpare that Shame to a Houſe, to which the fad Adventures 
of my Life can do but little Honour, I was born in Pro- 
ſperity; and my Parents, having no other Child than my- 
felf, educated me with a Care and Expence, which bad 
in it more of Profuſion, than of Grandeur, It was my 
Misfortune that my Mother dy'd before I was twelve 
Years of Age; and my Father, tho already advanced in 
Years, -marry'd a young Wife, more confiderable for her 
Birth, than her Wealth, But of this there was enough 
in the Family, if Ambition or Splendor, which is gene- 
rally the weak Side of Women of Quality, had been her 
Infirmity; but it happen'd to be Love. My Father being 


old, and ſhe young and very beautiful, he had Reaſon to 


be jealous of her. He let her go but ſeldom abroad, and 
then always with himſelf, either to Church, or to ſee 
ſome Relation. My Mother-in-Law, difturb'd at the ſe- 
yere Conduct of her Husband, felt the Inclination ſhe had 
not to be altogether faithful to him, grow ſtronger; for 
nothing provokes Deſire more that Conſtraint, and Dif- 
ficulty is the Mother of Inventions. She had: recourſe to 
ſeveral, to bring about ſome ſmall Intrigues in the Town, 
but to no Purpoſe ; not one of them had the leaſt Effect: 
Nothing eſcap'd my Father's Diſtruſt, who being a Vete= 
ran Practitioner in Gallantries, took Umbrage at every 
Thing: Infomuch that the willing Lady, deſpairing of 
Succour from abroad, was for caſting her Eye about the - 
Houſe, to ſee whether ſhe might not accommodate her- 
ſelf at home. She fix d at laſt upon a Man of a Condition 
which 1 dare not, for Honour's fake, tell you; but who 
otherwiſe Was handſome enough, of a good Behaviour, 
* E y | and 
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| and till then very faithful do my Father, who repos'd 4 
greater Confidence, in him, than in any other of his Do- 
meſticks. This Intrigue, fo. reproachful to a Woman of 
that Quality, continu d ſome Time without being diſco- 
ver'd, till at laſt their ill Luck and mine wou'd have it, 
that one Day as I was laid down to ſleep, on a Bed 
of Repoſe in my Mother's Chamber, I was a Witneſs of 
her Infamy. Neither ſhe nor her Companion had per- 
eeivd me at firſt; becauſe the Maids who waited. on 
me, had coyer'd me over with a Quilt which belong d 


to that Bed. I faw them, and they flaw me, to our mu . 
tual Amazement, I was then between fourteen and fifs 


teen Years old... 

Ws it not a Slave, faid the Turi interrapting her, with 
2 Tone of Voice, and an. Action which ſufficiently ſhew'd 
both his Joy, and Surprize? Yes, my Lord, anſwer'd Law 


3 ra, ſomewhat ſtartled at the Queſtion, and looking at him 


earneſtly, It was a Slave, and a 1 Slaye. Ab, Ma- 
dam! cry d the other immediately, Is it poſſible that you 
mould not remember Aſen; and that you ſhou'd be Ma- 
dam Eleonora? At theſe Words Laura was ſtruck dumb for 
me Moments, then recovering her Spirits on the ſudden: 


O Heaven! cry d ſhe in her turn, can it be you, poor Aſſen: 


By what good Fortune do I meet you here, and am I com- 
mitted to your Cuſtody? By the beſt in the World for 
yourſelf and for me, Madam, ſaid he, quite tranſported 
with Joy to find himſelf in a Condition to ſerve her. Af. 

ter the Obligations I have to your Family, I ſhou'd be the 
molt ungrateful of all Mankind, it I did not employ even my 


Life itſelf to aſſiſt you. I am ſenſible, you might juſtly 


cenſure me in Reference to your Mother-in-Law: But 
what cou'd: a miſerable Slave do, when. ſollicited. by the 
Charms of a beautiful Woman, who offer d him. Money, 
and his Liberty whenever he pleas'd? 1 hope I. have in 
ſome meaſure aton'd. for my Fault, by ſaving both your 
Father's Life and yours; for ſhe was a thouſand times for 


Eiling both, ** the 2 and by Foiſon; 1 
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1 had Influence enough over her Fury to prevent her. She 4 

5 left no Promiſes uneſſay d to prevail with me to execute ſo 

of horrible a Deſign; and as you are ignorant of what hap- 

* pen d after this Adyenture, I will tell it you in few Words. 

t, THE Sight of you, as you well obſerv'd, was a terri- 

d ble Surprize to us both; and in the Deſpair it put your 

of Mother-in-Law into, I know not what ſhe wou'd 

4 not have done, to rid herſelf of you. But I oppos d 

n it ſtrongly, and remonſtrated to her, that for an Evil 
which might till, be avoided, it wou'd bring one up- 


on us which wou'd be without Remedy, and wou'd un- 
doubtedly coſt us our Lives: That it was much better to 
make a Friend of you, judging, that as you were a Girl 


who had already a good Share of Reaſon, you wou'd be 
d loath to ruin her, and cauſe your Father an - Uneafineſs,. 
* which in all Likelihood wou'd put a Period to his Days. 
n MM You may remember, that I went out of the Room with 


you, to try to perſuade you to be ſecret; and urg d to you. 
that the Honour of your Family requir d ſuch an Affair ſhou'd. 
not come to Light; and; ſeveral; other Reaſons, of which 
you ſeem d to be convinced. Tou promis d me at laſt not 
to make a Noiſe of it, provided your Mother - in- Law” 
wou d for the future keep within the Bounds of her Duty. 
J made a Report to her of all-theſe Things; and your Diſ- 
cretion, which, was enough known. thro the Family, ought” 
to have been. a ſufficient Security for your. keeping. your- 
Promiſe. However, this did not hinder. her from bein 
very reſtleſs in her Mind; and not being able to ſee vo 
without Shame, nor come near your Father without trem- 
bling, ſhe: wou'd be continually. faying to me, it. was ne- 
.ceffary. ſhe ſhou'd Sacrifice you both to her Tranguility;. 
and that till then there wou'd be no Pleaſure for her in 
Life: That ſhe requir'd I ſhou'd do her that Piece of Ser- 
vice, or elſe. I ſhou'd-be the firſt to experience her Rage. ex- 
cus'd myſelf as well as I cou'd,. endeavouring to briag her 
to right Reaſon;. but for ſome Time ſhe wou'd hearken to- 
none. At. laſt all her Bitterneſs i A Reſolution: 
1 to» 
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e out of the Houſe, and ſhe contented her- 
=_ with asking your Father, under divers Fretences, to 
ut you into 4 „or at leaft to ſend you ſome- 
Where from home. She had much Difficulty to obtain it, 
notwithſtanding the blind Oomplaiſamce he had for all her 
Deſires. But the common Quiet of the Family made it 
neceffary to gratify her, and to place you a Penſſoner a- 
mong the Nuns, with whom ybu were ſome Time. A lit- 
tle while after, whether you had faid any Thing, or that 
The was ſein d with à groundlefs Fear, or rather wanted to 
rid herſelf of me by that Stratagem, ſhe came into my 
Chamber one Nigtit while your Father was alleep; and in 
terrible Cotiſternation'told me, I was a loſt Man, that the 
whole had been Uifcover'd to my Maſter, and I had only 
hit Night to fave myſelf. She gave me ſome Money ; 
and ſeeing me reſolv'd to purſue Advice, ſhe bid me 
Farewel, As 1 St the 8 of the Houſe, I cou d eaſi- 
Jy let myſelf out. black Suit of your Father's 
to diſguiſe me; Ay as ſoon as it was s e and the Gate 
of the Port was open, 1 hir d a Felucea, which carried me 
as far as Leghorn, where I lay conceal for three Days, 
waiting far a_ Veſſel of the great Duke's, which was to 
come hither with a Preſent for Mehemet Baſſa,'my old 
Friend, who us d his Intereſt with the Dey in my Favour, 
ꝛ0 get me reſtor d to my Eſtate, which had been confiſca- 
ted while I was a Slave, upon à Preſumption that I was 
dead; but not being able to obtain that Favour, he pro- 
cur'd me, by way of Compenſation, the Place of Secre- 
ary, Which is no extraordinary Poſt in this Country, 
Thus, Madam, you have my Hiſtory, fince J left Ira: 
Tou will now oblige me with the Remainder of yours, to 
which I am a Stranger, not . 18 from Genoa ſince 
my Return. 
© WHAT I have to tell you, 0 Eleonora (whom 
we ſhall ſtill call by de Ne 0 is only a Scene 
of Troubles and Misfortdnes, by ſo much the harder for 
* to repeat to you, as they are opprobrious to a 18 
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the Diſſatisfaction of all the Family; till at laſt a Grandee 
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of Quality; but with you, 1 Thall paſs over all thoſe Dis, 


AFTER I had been two Years in that Monaſtery, 
without going out, my Father, mov'd with my Tears, 
took me home, where I was eontinually perſecuted by my 
Mother-in-Law; who gaining more and more the Aſcen- 
dent of my Father's Mind, made him believe whatever ſhe 
pleas d. She had engag d in new Intrigues; which was 
the chief Reaſon of her putting you in ſuch an Alarm: 
For my Father never had the leaſt Knowledge of your Fa- 
miliarity with her, and was very ſorry you were fled, be- 
Jieving he had loft in you, the beſt of all his Servants. He 
defign'd to have given you your Liberty; and 'therefore 
did not ſend after you, as he might have done. I was 
-now become a little clearer-ſighted ; and what I already 
knew of my Mother-ia-Law, made me ſuſpect ull her 
Actions. I watch'd her more narrowly, and in a few 
Days I diſcover'd a new Gallant, You may eafily believe, 
that after what ſhe had acted againſt me, I did not fail to 
do her all the bad Offices I cou'd by way of return: wo- 
men forgive nothing to one another: But beſides Revenge, 

1] was oblig'd to it in Honour. All this inflam'd the War 
between us, more than ever; and my Father 'was hard e- 
nough put to it, to content us both. She thought at firſt, 


that having driven you out of the Houſe, ſhe ſhou'd be 


ſtrong enough to carry it with a high Hand againſt me, 


without fearing any Thing. But finding, by the Obfla- 
cles T flung in her Way, by the ſharp Ralleries with which 


1 ftung her upon all Occaſions, and by the other Effects 
of my Reſentment, that I had penetrated into her Secret, 


there was nothing that Rage cou'd diftate but the put in 


Practice; ſhe even threaten'd my Father, to leave the Houſe, 
if I was not diſmiſs'd. 'She-prevail'd over me with him, 
and compell'd him, fince I wou'd not return to the Mo- 


naſtery, to place me with ſome Relations, where I paſs'd 


fix Months with one, and fix Months with another, to 
of 
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of Spain. an old Friend of my Father's, happening to paſs 


by Genoa, in order to go to the Kingdom of Naples, of 


Which he was made Vice-Roy, my Father deſir d him to 
take me into his Charge, which he did with a great deal 


of Joy; and I was received by him, and by the Vice- 
Queen his Wife, not as the Daughter of one of their In- 
timate Friends, but as their own Child, both of them 
giving me ſo. many Tokens of their Kindneſs, that 1 


_ thought myſelf happy in being with them. 


I was not miſtaken in theſe Beginnings of Affection 
- which inereas d from Day to Day; eſpecially on the Part 
of the Vice · Queen, Who ſeem d not to be able to live a 
Moment without me. She had been very Beautiful, and 
was not yet diſagreeable, tho ſhe was not young. She had 


no Secret to me; ſhe communicated to me even her moſt 


minute Thoughts; and I did not only make one in all her 
Diverſions, but was alſo the Confident of her Heart. But 


between Woman and Woman, and eſpecially in the Point 


of Love, a Friendſhip is ſoon: diſſoly d. I was not thought 
homely; and having wherewith to be Expenſive, 1 liv'd 
in that Court with great Splendor, and was much talk'd 


of. It was preſently known that I was not one of the 


leaſt Fortunes in Genoa; and this Advantage, join'd with 


à little Beauty, drawing about me a Train of. Addreſſers, I 
aw nothing every Day but Entertainments on my. Account, 
THE Court of Naples has always paſs d for. one of the 
- Politeſt of i7zaly, becauſe of the great Number of Perſons 
of Quality there is in that Kingdom: But it never made ſo 


bright a Figure as at this Time. As for me, who knew 


not as yet what, Love was, and who was young enough 
not to be in haſte to learn- it, I diverted myſelf with the 
. Pains and Sighs of my Lovers. I had not yet found a 


Man, | who: had the Secret of touching my Heart, or was 


even capable of pleaſing m, tho there was Variety of 


graceful Gentlemen in the Court. The Vice-Roy's. Son, 


2 finiſh'd young Nobleman, who expreſs d. Abundance of 


Acal for me, was only a Fatigue to me, But I pay'd dear 


= 
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FIVE or ſix Months after our Arrival at Naples, there 
appear d at Court 'a young Cavalier, who ſeem'd to have 


been fram'd on purpoſe for my Ruin. It was the Mar- 


quis Hippolito, of the Houſe of Avelin, as conſiderable for 
the fine Qualities of his Perſon, as for his Birth; but in 
his Soul as falſe, and wicked, as he was otherwiſe the 
moſt -accompliſh'd of all Men. One can never throughly 
hate what one has once perfectly low d. I even feel, not- 
withſtanding the barbarous Outrage I receiv'd from him, 
and which can never be forgiven, that if I'fow him, and 
had it in my Power to revenge myſelf by his Death, which 
he highly deſerves, my Weakneſs wou'd get the better of 
my Reſentment, | He was freſh come from France, and 
had taken that Courtly Air, which' is fo particular, and ſo 
natural to the Perſons of Quality of that Nation. I pleas'd 

myſelf extremely with looking at him, the firſt Time he 
appear d at Naples, and perceiv'd it with ſome Shame and 
Vexation. He inceſſantly came into my Mind, even to 
the cauſing me ſome Uneaſineſs. I was heartily troubled 
at it, and endeayour'd to drive the Idea of him out of my 
Imagination, at any rate; but the more I labour'd to do 
it, the more I found he eftabliſh'd himſelf there. I ſaw 
him again ſeveral Times; and what contributed moſt to 
my Ruin was, that by his Looks, and by his Actions, 
he ſeetn'd to prefer me to all the other Ladies of the Court; 


and tho he did not declare himſelf openly, I cou d diſcern 


that I was not indifferent to him, and wou'd plead with 
myſelf in his Behalf. At laſt T became of his Side; and 
blaming myſelf for being too delicate, I began to imagine 
it was warrantable, and even a Point of Juſtice, to have 
an Eſteem for a Man, - who deſerv'd it of all the World, 
Being perſuaded of this Sentiment, Tenderneſs and. Love 
ſoon follow d, and took Poſſeſſion of my Heart. | 

THE -Vice-Queen, - who us'd to converſe with me on 
all the Intrigues of the Court, having one Day talkd a 


2 1 | great 


the Concern I had therein; for I chang'd Colour: ſeveral 


very well, continu'd ſhe, and was not throughly perſuaded 
of the great Indifference you have for all Men, I ſhou'd - 
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. vg Heyy and another, asd me if I knew who was 
Marquis Hippolico's Miſtreſs; becauſe ſhe had obſery'd 
within a few Day, that he was become very penſive, 
which cou d only be the Effet of ſome Inclination. If 
the vice - Queen had lock 'd on me at the Time ſhe ask d 
me this Queſtion, ſne might have diſcover d in my Face 


times; but as we were upon the Terraſs of the Palace, the 
Vice · Queen had fixid her Eyes on the Fields, fo that ſhe 
took no Notioe of me and giving me Time thereby to 
recover myſelf; I anſwer d her with an affected Coolneſs, 
that he was a giddy young Fellow, whom ] did not think 
capable of loving; and out of a certain Jealouſy which 
ſein d me that Moment, for what ſhe had juſt ſaid to me, 


I drew his Picture, by fo much the leſs like him, as it 


was quite contrary to that which was in my Heart. The 


Vice - Queen having look d at me in ſuch a Manner as had 


like to have put me out of Countenance, fell into a Laugh: 
Is it poſſible, ſaid ſhe, you ſhou'd have thoſe Sentiments 


of a Man, who in the Judgment of all ithe Ladies is the 


Handſomeſt of the whole Court? If I did not know you 


be apt to believe the [Reverſe of What you ſay: But take 


heed; for ſooner or later thoſe inſenſible Hearts have their 


Hours of Softneſs like the reſt. For my ovyn Part, I muſt 
confeſs, this young Cavalier would pleaſe me, if I were 
in your Place; and I don't think you ought to diſdain him; 
think of it, he is a Man of Merit, and has all the Perfections 
neceflary to inſpire a Woman young and beautiful as you 
are, with Love. 8 n 

IO wou d not have thought the vice- Queen ſpoke 
ſeriouſly? And who wou'd have diſtruſted her, after the 
Friendſhip ſhe expreſs d to me every Day? I know not 


whether I was to blame or no, but I ſuffer d myſelf to be 


overcome, and was even on the Point of unſaying before 


her, what 1 had-told ber concering the Marquis, and to 


- 
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own to her that I was before- hand with her in the Sen- 
timents ſhe wou'd teach me, in his Favour; but Shame re- 
ſtrain'd me; and I thought it concern d my Honour, to 
wait at leaft till this Lover ſpoke to me, before I con- 
feld my Weakneſs,” I cannot inform you exactly, what 
the Deſign of this Lady was, becauſe I never was in a 
Condition to unravel it; but as far as I can judge by what 
follow'd, it was out of a mere Motion of Jealouſy that 
ſhe id this, to diſcover if there was not in my Heart 
ſome Beginnings of Tenderneſs for the Marquis. She had 
ſen us ſeveral Times talking together; and concluding by 
her own Sentiments, that it was difficult enough for a 
Woman to be acquainted with a Cavalier who had ſo ma- 
ny alluring Qualities without loving him, ſhe was certaln- 
y ſuſpicious of my having receiv'd ſome Impreſſion to- 
wards him: But obſerving by my Anſwers, that I per- 
fiſted in the ſame Indifference to him, as to all other Men, 
her Jealouſy gave Place to the Policy of Love, and ſhe. 
was for having me contract a kind of Intimacy with him, 
which might ſerve her for a Pretence to ſee him as often 
as ſhe pleas'd, At leaſt, theſe were the-Reaſons, I believe, 
which mov'd her to act thus, and to tell me, it was the 
beſt Choice I cou'd make, if I ever had an Intention to 
love, I did riot oppoſe her, and only reply d, that the Li- 
berty of my Heart was fo valuable to me, that if the keep- 
ing of it depended on myſelf, I wou'd not reſign it on 
any Conſideration; but fince ſuch young Girls as I was, 
were not born to enjoy that Freedom all their Life, what- 
ever Difficulty I found in it, I ſhou'd alway be govern'd 
by the Counſel of my Friends, and be guided by the Will 
of thoſe who had the Direction of my Conduct. At this 
the embraced me, and ſaid, it wou'd be well if all young 
Women were as prudent, and wou'd follow my Example: 
Since I was willing not to {light my Friend's Advice, ſhe 
wou'd perſuade me to permit the Marquis Hippolito to ſee 
me ſometimes, But Madam, faid I, interrupting her, has 
he asked your Leave to do ſo? And do you mention this 
from him? She ſmil'd, and told me, I needed not be 0 
e | y 
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herſelf ſhe made theſe Propoſals, and that the Marquis had 
- Share therein, Vou may imagine how agreeable theſe 
Words were to me, ho deſir'd a. fo much as to 
be lov'd by that Cavalier. 113 

- OUR, Converſation being thus dad we parted, each 
of us with Sentiments very different from the Truth: She 
ſuppoſing I was ſtill the ſame, and ſhou'd never love; and 
I flattering myſelf that ſhe had ſpoken fincerely ang like 
a Friend. 

.; THIS, young Lord began to be more aſſiduous in his 
"Attendance. The particular Friendſhip which was between 
bim and Don Alphonſe, the Vice-Roy's Son, gave him an 

- eaſie. Admittance; and the Vice-Roy hinaſelf, having a great 
Eſteem for the Marquis, not only allow'd him to frequent 
his Palace, but encourag'd him by his Civilities to come 
-. thither often. I ſhall not ſay what the Vice-Queen con- 
tributed on her Part; but in all probability ſhe omitted no- 

thing to draw. on theſe Viſits. The firſt, were wholly, mine, 
at leaſt, they ſeem'd ſo. There was not any Care, or Com- 
P which he did not affect, to pleaſe me; he wou d 
where · erer I was; he applauded every thing I. faid: 

He took my Part on all Occaſions: In fine, whatever 'Zeal 
can be ſhewn for a Miſtreſs, I. may ſafely ay he expreſs 
to me. He immediately paſs'd in the Opinion of the whole 
Court for one of my .new Lovers. Several of my Friends 
joy d me upon it; 1 only anſwer d them by laughing; not 
that I did not believe it, but I was not willing to own it, 
to avoid the Shame of having been miſtaken, He had ſaid 
nothing to me yet, and it was reaſonable I ſhou d ſtay til 
he declar d himſelf. Whatever vvas the Cauſe, he never 
ſpoke to me of his Paſſion; and I learmd it only from his 
8 and his Sight, which my Heart een ſayoure 

"TH ESE Beginnings of ſo xy a Flame vaniſh'd at 
ance, and I perceiy'd it with all the Atoniſhment imaginable, 
when. I laſt e expected it, and was even preparing to bi 
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bim an Opportunity to reveal to me the Sentiments of his 
Heart, as apprehending he might be under a Conſtraint 
by Reſpect, or by fear of diſpleaſing me. I cou'd not di- 
vive the Springs of ſo ſudden a Change. He was three 
Days without appearing at Court; and when he came he 
was grown cold and alter d, and hardly vouchſafed to look 
at me. I was going to ask him the Reaſon of it, but a 
certain Pride of Temper prevented me, which making 
me conſider the Procedure of this inconſtant Man as the 
Effect of a manifeſt Perfidy, inſpir'd me that Moment 
with a Diſdain and Averſion for him, which ſoon gave 
me exceſſive Pain, For two Days together I was in Tears, 
complaining of my Love and my Weakneſs, The Vice- 
Queen, who perceiv'd, me Melancholic, A rare Hh 
did all I cou'd to hide my Grief, ask d me what afflicted 

me. She ſuſpected the Cauſe perhaps too well, but ſhe 
was willing to have the Satisfaction of making me de- 


| Clare it. As I had hitherto. had no Occaſion to diſtruſt her, 


I wou'd not diſguiſe to her the Subject of my Uneaſineſs, 
and told her-that ſhe had contributed more than any body 
to the Sadneſs in which ſhe ſaw me. At this ſhe bluſh'd, 
not underſtanding at firſt what I meant. She beliey'd un- 
doubtedly that I had penetrated into her Secret; but I 
unhappily expkin'd myſelf, and confeſs d to her freely, 
that what ſhe had faid to me of the Marquis Hippolito, had 
produced in me a Diſpoſition towards him which coſt me 
dear, for I cou'd not ſuppoſe ſhe did it to impoſe on me; 
but that he had. deceiv'd us both. I ſhall not diſſemble 
with you, ſaid this Traytreſs; I was willing to have con- 
ceal'd'from you the Change of a.giddy young Man, and 
determin'd to ſpeak no more to you about him: But ſince 
you have perceiv'd his Inconſtancy, and it touches you, I 1 
muſt tell you that I have been inform'd, which affects 
me more than you, that he has another Inclination, Þ 
Ar theſe Words I bluſh'd extremely, and in reality 
the Diſorder of my Soul was ſuch, that it was not pol 
ble for me to hide my Deſpair from her, Apatber In 
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_ dlination, Madam! faid 1, fighing. Yes, ſaid ſhe; another 
Miſtreſs, whom he has lately choſen, Judge you, conti- 
nu'd ſhe, what I faid to him upon it, and whether it did 
not deferve the utmoſt Reproaches, after the Paſſion he 
had afſur'd me he had for you! Heavens! cry'd ſhe, how 
deceitful are Men! He excus'd himſelf on the Friendſhip he 
had for my Son; that it was betraying him to become 
his Rival, and that the Confidence he had repoſed in him, 
by imparting to him, at his firſt Arrival, the Inclination 
he had for you, requir'd that Sacrifice of his Affections. 
Theſe are bad Excuſes, as you ſee, added ſhe; but what 
ean be done? It is till a Happineſs for you, that he does 
not know. the favourable Diſpolition you had for him, 
and for which be was unfortunately oblig d to me. He 
ſhou'd never have known it, reply'd I. You are the on- 
ly Perſon, Madam, to whom 1 wou'd reveal it; but 1 
hope you will never give him the leaſt Intimation of it. 
Don't fear, reply'd ſhe, I ſhou'd forget myſelf to ſuch a 
Degree. If I were not ſo much your Friend as I am, 
1 underftand how to manage the Intereſt of thoſe who 
confide in me too well, to do any ſuch Thing. I then 


ask d her trembling, whether ſhe had found out who this 


fine Lady was, who had robb'd us of his Heart? That, 
anſwer d ſhe, is what 1 have not yet been able to diſ- 
cover by himſelf; but 1 fhall endeavour to learn it by 
my Son, who is undoubtedly in the Secret. Leave this 
Care to me, and 1 ſhall not fail to inform you as ſcon 
77 e 4c 

FO ſee how my Rival triamph'd over me, and 
made me her Diverſion. I muſt confeſs, I was very in- 
nocent, to be the Bubble of a Woman, when my paſt 
Experience ought to have forewarn d me againſt truſting any. 
The Confidence I had in this Lady blinded me ſtrangely; 


and when I reflect on a thouſand Paſſages and Sayings, 


1 cannot comprehend how I, who had ſeen enough of 

the World, did not diſcern the Treachery tkat was done 
me. I tormented myſelf Night and Day, avoiding all 
1 - JJ ae. 
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f portunities of being with the Marquis, for fear m 
er 8 ſnou d ſubvert my Reſolutions.” I aw he ae 
t. vers d frequently with the Vice- Queen; and having ask d 
id her about the Subject of their Diſcourſe, and whether ſhe 
de had made the Diſcovery I wanted, ſhe anſwerd Noz 
0 but that I needed not be uneaſie; for the Marquis wou'd 
ic i renew his Addreſſes, which was what ſhe was contriving. 
le 1 was fir d at this, and fignify'd to her, that I did not care 
n, for him any longer: That ſhe might do as ſhe: pleas d, 
5 but 1 pray d her at leaſt to make no Engagement for 
. me. And to ſpeak the Truth, I believe that by Con- 
it tinuance of Suffering, I became every Day leſs ſenſible 
19 of my Pain. I bad almoſt comforted myſelf for my 
1 Misfortunes; when the Vice - Roy giving an Entertainment 
e one Day in the Garden, I withdrew from the Company, 
. to go and muſe alone in a retir d Walk. I percciv'd the 


l Marquis making towards me, and thought it to be the 
t. Effect of the Vice. Queen's Care, and that he ſought an 
a Opportunity of being reconciłd to me. I know not whe- 
ls ther the diſdainful and ſerious Air with which I receiv'd 
0 bim, was an ill Omen to him; but he accoſted me trem- 


n bling, and faid with a Fearfulneſs, it was ſurprizing to ſee 
5 a Perſon of my Temper ſeek out Solitude, when there 
, was ſuch a fine Company in the Garden. It might be 


5 excuſable, purſu'd he, in any other, and might be ſup- 
4 pos d to ariſe from ſome amorous Thoughts; but for you, 
F Madam-----For me, ſaid I, interrupting him? Pray, who 


has told you it is not Love that carry'd me into this 
lonely Place? Ah, Madam, anſwer'd he, you are too well 
known to fall under ſuch a Suſpicion; and I am fatisfy'd 
if you can love any thing, it can be only yourſelf, If 
what you ſay is true, anſwer' d I, that I am void of Love, 
it is very fine you ſhou'd be the Perſon to reproach me 
with it. But, added I, as if after ſome Reflection, it 
is aid you are not ſo. True, Madam, anſwer d he, that 
is a Quality I never - pretended. to; and leſs in refer- 
ence to yourſelf, than to any Perſon in the World. 
5 : | To 
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To me? reply'd 4 again; you knew 1 mod be inſenſible 
I was told ſo, Madam, ſaid he; but I follow'd my Deſtiny, 
in making one of the great Number'yau' have render d 
unhappy at this Court. In the Point of Inclination, ſaid l, 
no regard ought to be had to the Examples of others. One 


may de inſenſible to ſome Perſons, and not to others. A 
eertain Man ſhall. pleaſe, without one's knowing why, 2. 


mongſt a Multitude of others, who ſhall be equally hand- 


. fome; and yet ſhall not have the ſame Advautage. In fine, 
I know not how it is, but there are Wenn Hours and 


"Minutes, all the World over. 


J cou'd not ſay all this to him, without Colouring, E 


Liften'd to me with Attention, which ſufficiently ſhew'd 
his great Surprize; and was going to reply, when the Vice- 
Queen, who loſt Sight of us as little as ſhe cou d, came 
and interrupted us unſeaſonably. I will lay a Wager, ſaid 
_ *ſhe; ſuprizing us on a ſudden, you are talking of Love. It is 
: true; anſwer d 1 laugbing; the Marquis has been reproach- 
ing me with my Inſenſibility. He has Reaſon,” reply'd the 
Vice Queen, to'teproach you with it, for he is prodigiouſly 
in Love. If you don't know it, purſu'd ſhe, I'l tell it you; 
and whenever you pleaſe, I will give you his Hiſtory. I 
thought my ſelf, anſwer'd I, well enough acquainted with 
him, not to be oblig'd to learn it from any but himſelt; 
and when we are by ourſelves; I ſhall reprimand him very 
, roundly on that Subject. All this was ſpoken with an Air 
of Rallery, but that did not hinder it from taking Effect. 
I apply'd to myſelf, the Love of the Marquis, which the 
. Vice-Queen mention d, and believ'd this was. only deſign d 


to do me the Honour of it, and engage me to anſwer it 
by ſome obliging Expreſſions. She then turn d the Diſ- 


courſe, and brought us back to the reſt of the Com- 
Paany. 


THE next Day the Marquis n 0 me lo. again, 


as 1 was looking out at one of the Windows of the Pa- 
lace, to ſee a Tiyal that was making of ſome Horſes, 
R near to me, and entring * into the Diſcourſe 


E 
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of the peceding Day, he ask d me, whether, notwithſtand- 
ing the little Inclination I had to love, I ſhou d take it ill 
to be lov'd with the higheſt Paſſion? I reply d, there were 
few Perſons from whom I 'wou'd ſuffer it; and that in 
the whole Kingdom, there was but one Man to whom I 


.cou'd forgive it. This, I think, was telling him enough; 


and the Looks with which I cou'd not forbear accom- 
panying theſe. Words, confirm'd him too well, that it was 
of him I ſpoke.” He obſerv d it, but wou'd not preſume 


upon it, I know, Madam, faid he, that without an Equa- 


lity of Birth, without a great deal of Merit, and Qualities 


worthy your Eſteem, it wou'd' be an Imprudence, and even 


a Temerity in me to pretend to you: But the Perſon I 
mean, has all this in Perfection. Upon his taking that 
Turn, ſo contrary to what I expected, I had not the Pa- 
tience to let him proceed, fince I perceiv'd it was not for 
himſelf that he made this Declaration: and interrupting 


bim ſuddenly; The Lover, ſaid I bluſhing with Indignati- 


on, and Shame, who ſhou'd be like the Marquis Hzppolito, 
perhaps might not diſpleale me; but all others wou'd 
come a little too late. J had no ſooner let {lip thoſe Words, 
but I repented it; and not being willing te hearken to him 
any longer, in my preſent Confuſion, I retir'd. O Heaven, 
cry'd he, following to ſtop me, how unhappy am I! Un- 
happy? ſaid I, turning towards him, Can my Eſteem make 
you wretched? Yes, Madam, reply'd he fighing; that in- 
valuable Eſteem, which I was made to believe it was im- 
poſſible to acquire, and for which I wou'd have given 
whatever I have moſt dear in the World - · Here he 
paus' d. Well then, that Eſteem? faid I to him, to oblige 
him to go on. Ah, Madam! anſwer'd he, 1 have been un- 
fortunately engaged to renounce it. At thoſe Words I 
walk'd away, having ſufficiently fignify'd my Indig- 
nation by my Looks. But he continuing to follow me, 
I made a Sign to him with my Hand to withdraw, 
not being able to ſpeak thro' Exceſs of Grief, What 
a Deſpair was I in!. What a dreadful Night I had of 
VVV = | "tt 


| 
| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

l 


"96 The Havey 81 AVE. Part Il 


it! Rage, Shame, Spite, and Repentance, all ſeiz d ma 
Soul at once. I ſaw I was betray d, and mock d; and wy 
ſo ill for ſeveral Days, that I kept my Bed. I reſoly{ 


however to ſee him once more, to learn from him, who 


it was had made him renounce my Favour. I immediately 

nd it was Don Alphonſo; but I had a Mind to be in- 
form'd how it had been contriv'd, and expected every diy 
to ſee him with his Friend, or with the Vice-Queen. But 


be did not appear in my Chamber, tho? all the Court did 


-me that Honour, during the Time of a Tndiſpoſi- 
.. 


THIS mightily ſurpriz'd me; and hearing one Day, 


that he was in my Antichamber, I ſent Claricis (a young 


Damſel who waited on me) to him, to deſire him to come 


-and ſee me. He was for coming that Moment, as the Ser- 
vant told me; but the Vice - Queen, with whom he was 
conyerſing, wou'd not let him; at which I was not a littk 


aſtoniſtꝭd; but I was much more ſo, when ſome time al. 


ter I aw him come into the Chamber with the ſame La- 
dy. He was very pale and much alter'd, which contributed 
to moderate the Reſentment I had againſt him, You fer, 
Madam, faid I to the Vice-Queen, that one muft ſend for 


this Cavalier, if one will have the Satisfaction of conyer- 


ſing with him. It is a Favour I am not us'd to do to any, 
-and which I ſhou'd not have done, at-a time when I cou'd 
have had an Eſteem for him; but fince I underſtand from 


| his own Mouth, he has been made to renounce my Eſteem, 


may believe, Madam, I am not very much inelin d to 
Hinder him. It is true, ſaid the Vice-Queen, he does not 
deferve your Eſteem; but he is young, and you muſt par- 
don him. I do pardon him, reply'd I, but on Condition 
that he ſhall tell me the Perſon who has had ſuch an ab- 


ſolute Power over his Heart, as to make him flight my 
Favour; and it is for this I. have ſent for him. He ſtood 


quite ſpeechleſs; and turning my Eyes towards the Vice- 
Queen, to ask her the Reaſon of this Silence, I found ſhe 


was much n more at a Loſs than he. I was juſt going to 
| . ſpeak, 
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my ſpeak, when he roſe up. I will ſatisfy you in that Point 
wa one Day, Madam, ſaid he with a very perplex d Air, but 
permit me to chuſe a more proper time. How, one Day? 
who WH ſaid I preſently, and why not now? Is it this Lady who 
teh hinders you? You know I hide nothing from her. If it is 
in. I. reply'd the Vice-Queen, I leave you to your full Liberty; | 
day il and withtheſe Words ſhe withdrew to a Window, in a greater 


But WH Diſorder: and Emotion than if. ſhe had been angry, which | 
dil i gave me more Curioſity than ever, to hear what the Mar- — 
off. WM quis had to ſay to me; for which Reaſon I was not over- ü 
preſſing with her, to ſtay by me. However the Cavalier 
Jay, did not explain himſelf any farther; but held out a Letter 
ung to me in his Hand, which, in this Conjuncturc I made 
me if no Scruple to take of n nene to find i in it the Se- 
der · cret I wanted to know. . (iS 
will AFTER: this he retir'd, BS Wen Gying; any. Feds 
itt to me; and the Vice-Queen returning, Well,: Madam, 
af. WW Gid-ſhe, what makes the Marquis go away, without 
La- ¶ diſcovering the Perſon you have ſo much Reaſon to 
ted I bate? But I will tell jou, continu'd ſhe; it is myſelf.” E let 
ſee, | her go on; for in the Amazement into which this Con- 
for feſſion put me, I cou'd not give her an Anſwer, Lou muſt 
er · ¶ know, purſu di ſhe, that after he had told me the Regard 
ny. he had for my Son, had oblig d him to ſuppreſs the Incli- 
ud nation he had for you, and fix upon ſome other Beauty, I 
om E him, for your fake, to declare who it was, and he 
m, he Inſolence one Day to tell me, it was myſelf. I 
to my him, as you may imagine, I judg d that the too 
not great Complailance I had ſhewn him, had embolden d him 
ar- ¶ to aſſume this Freedom; but upon his returning to a Senſe 
on of Duty, I became a little gentler, and endeavour d to con- 
ab- vince him of his ſhameful Miſtake, in deſerting the Lady 
ny who beſt deſerv'd his Love and Eſteem; and addreſſing 
ol | himſelf to me, who. wou een a 


ce- Nature. 

hel I knew the 'Vice-Queen's Character. and 8 oo 
to ing. had Time enough. to recoyer * from my Sur- 
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ize, and obſerve the Motions of her Countenance, I no 


fa doubted of her Treachery. Madam, faid I with 4 


ſerious Air, it is eſpouſing my Intereſt a little more tha 
I deſerv'd, and even more than I deſire. You had told me, 


this young Cavalier wou'd pleaſe you, if you' were in my 


Place; and it is ſomewhat extraordinary to facrifice him to 
me, when you are the Perſon he prefers.” I did, faid ſhe 


again, what I ought to do in Reference to us both. This, 


reply'd T, ſurpaſſes the Conduct of common Souls; and [ 
can't tell, whether among the ſtricteſt Friends, Friendſhip 


Itſelf wou'd not yield to the Pleaſure of being lov'd by a 


Mau, who in the Judgment of all our Ladies is the moſt 
graceful of the whole Court: For Women ſeldom ſecuple 
being perfidious to one another. But what you have now 
faid, Madam, ſeems a little inconſiſtent with 'what you 
formerly told me, of the Love the Marquis had for me. ! 
believ'd it, anſwer'd The, but I was miſtaken. And might 
you not, Madam, reply'd I, be miſtaken again? For 1 
have ſome Reaſon to ſuſpe& it. You are entirely in the 


Wrong, faid ſhe. Well then,” Madam, reply'd I with a lit- 


tle Warmth, let us ſee which of us two is in the Error; 
we may diſcover it perhaps by this Letter, which I juſt 


now receiv'd; and open d it immediately. The Vice- Queen 
asked me, in a Surprize, if it came from the Marquis? I 


anſwer'd her, Ves: and that the Curioſity J had to pene- 


trate into the Myſtery of this Affair, was the only Reaſon 


why J took it of him. Alas! what Security, ſaid ſhe, can 


vou have of the Affections of 'a Man, who changes every 
Moment, and who may perhaps fay to you; the fame things 
he has iid to me before? I Was {o eager to read the Let. 
ter, chat 1 made no e yn opt of it were to this 
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I can aſſure you, I have never ceas d to love you ſince, not- 
withſtanding the Oaths I have been forced to take to the con- 
trary. But the terrible Deſcription which ſome, whom I cou d 
not ſuſpect of a Deſign on myſelf, made me of your diſdainful 
and inſenſible Teraper, having baniſh'd all Hopes of my being able 
to acquire your Eſteem, oblig'd me to apply myſelf to ſome 
more indulgent Beauty; not out of any Inconſtancy of Heart, 
but to cure me of 'a Paſſion, the Conſequences of which I 
dreaded. Thoſe who advis'd me to it, offer d me at the ſame 
time their Service; Complaiſance was ſuch, conſidering their 
Rank, that I cou'd not however refuſe their Aſſſtance, 
if I won d. But, Madam, there are ſome Evils where Reme- 
dies are ineffettual, and that mhich your Eyes have done me, is 
of this Nature. If have committed a Fault, in entertaining a 
Thought of breaking from my Chain, I ſuffer more cruelly for it, 
than you can deſire I ſhou'd. And I cannot tell what my Re- 
gret for what is paſs'd, might produce, if I had not ſome Hopes 
of repairing it. Permit me, if you pleaſe, Madam, to return 
to jon, more in Love than ever; and let a thouſand Repen= 
tances blot out the ill Impreſſions, my Error may have given 


you of the Conſtancy of my Heart. For how Diſdainful, and 


Inſenſible ſoe ver you may prove, I am reſolv d to die entirely 
dt Hd De Marquis Hippolito. 


AH, the Traytor ! cry'd the Vice-Queen as ſoon as I 
had read the Letter. Is it poſſible he ſhou'd thus dare to 
vindicate himſelf from the moſt: manifeſt Inconſt ancy that 
was ever known, .and accuſe others rather than acknow- 
ledge his Crime? Madam, ſaid I very cooly, we mult aly 
low him a Hearing, and if you pleaſe to be preſent, we 
will ſend for him, to ſee how he will make his Defence 
before you. I, anſwer'd ſhe, be preſent? What Intereſt have 
I in-it, beſides yohr own? 1 have told you how Things 
are; it is your Buſineſs now to do as you think fit; Bur 
if you wou'd hearken to me, you ſhou'd fee him no 
more, That cannot be, Madam, reply'd I; if it were only 
#8 | Es | to 
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to know, who thoſe Perſons are, he mentions in his Let- 
ter, I muſt ſee him again; and then I ſhall underſtand 
what Meaſures 1 ought to purſue. I had hardly ſaid this, 
when the Marquis came into my Chamber. He imagin'd, 
without doubt, that the Vice-Queen wou'd not ſtay long 
with me, after he was gone; and his Impatience to ſee 
how had receiv'd his Letter, or perhaps to reveal to me 
what 1 ſo much long d to know, made him return im- 
mediately. He was aſtoniſh'd: to find us ſtill together, and 
was going away again; but I deſird him to ſtay, The 
Vice Queen, who was. perplex d at his Arrival, as fearing 
I ſhou'd put him upon clearing up Matters, roſe preſently; 
and taking him by the Hand, I have ſomething, faid ſhe, 
turning towards me, to mention to the Marquis; after 
which, you may fatisfy yourſelf, from him in your Doubts, 
This Action of the Vice Queen's made me pity her, not- 
withſtanding the Grounds: of Jealouſy and . Indignation [ 
had againſt her. I ſaid nothing, and ſuffer d them to with- 
- draw, expecting the Marquis wou d come back to me in 
a few Moments; but he did not return all the Day. The 
next Day, I was perfectly well. As my Illneſs 
from Vexation and Jealouſy, I found myſelf cur d by the 
Infight I had gain'd into Things the Day before. I had 
Reaſon indeed to fear the Vice-Queen; but the baſe Mea- 
ſures ſhe took in this Affair, taught me Courage, and 
made me diſregard all the Miſchief ſhe could do me. 1 
was well enough that Day to have appear d at Court; 
but as I underſtood there was to be a Ball there at Night, 
I pretended to be ſtill indiſpos d, and went thither in Maſ- 
querade, that I might have an Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
the Marquis. I faild in my Deſign; for he did not appear 
all the Time I ſtaid there. And by my frequent going and 
coming, to look for him, I was diſcover d by the Vice- 
Queen, who was alarm d at my being thus diſguis'd, and 
follow'd me, when I left the Ball, into my Chamber, Well, 
mid ſhe, what News, Madam, from the Marquis ? I ought 
to make that Enquiry, Madam, anſwer d I, of you; * l 
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hive not ſeen him ſinee Yeſterday, when you wou'd not 
ſuffer me to diſcourſe” with him one Moment, on a Sub- 
ject in which I thought both you and I were concern d 
enough, to deſire an Explanation. I believe, reply'd ſhe, 
you are ſufficiently inform'd. Inform'd! cry'd I interrupt- 
ing her, when T never had it in my Power to ſpeak to 
him? It is reported, ſaid ſhe, that you put on your Mask- 
ing Habits together. They who ſay ſo, anſwer'd I, are ve- 
ry much miſtaken. I know my Duty, and there are very 
few that doubt it. The Vice-Queen, who had a Mind to 
vex me, and come to a Rupture, went on to urge me; 
and oblig d me to utter ſome Things which 1 had long 
had at my Heart, in order to convince her I was no Fool, 
nor fit to be made her Bubble. Being ſtung with theſe 
Truths, ſhe ſaid ſuch bitter Things to me, that I cou'd not 
bear them, without crying; and not being willing to give 
her the Satisfaction of ſeeing my Weakneſs; I got up to 
withdraw into my Cloſer. I fear I hinder you, ſaid ſhe, from 
muſing on the Marquis 's Charms, that you are forced to 
retire? Or perhaps he waits for you in the Cloſet by Ap- 
pointment? What you ſay, Madam, anſwer'd I, is fo un- 
worthy of you and me, that nothing but the utmoſt Mad- 
neſs can be capable of inſpiring you with ſuch a Thought. 
How do I know? reply'd ſhe; ought 1 to truſt thoſe who 
will not truſt me? Upon this, ſhe took up a Candle, and 
walk'd towards the Cloſet. 1 look'd at her all the while, 
with a Diſdain and Indifference, which provok'd her more 
than all that I cou'd have ſaid. She did this only to puſh 
me to an 'Extrgmity; for ſhe knew me too well ho hope 
to find what ſhe pretended to ſeek for. However, by the 
greateſt ill Luck in the World, the Marquis happen'd to be 
then in the Cloſet, She ſpied him firſt, as ſhe open d the 
Door; and caſting my Eyes that way at the Outcry ſhe 


made, I was fo aftoniſh'd at the Sight, that I fainted away. 


The Marquis, ſeiz d with Grief, counterfeited or, real, to be 
the Cauſe of ſuch an Accident, flung himſelf at my Feet, 
and cou'd not forbear ſhedding Tears. I know not what 
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the Vice · Queen faid to him; but one of my Women, 
who came to my Aſſiſtance, inform'd me that ſhe went 
away in a violent Paſſion. When I came to myſelf, I ſaw 
the Marquis at my Feet, with. ſo afflicted a Countenance, 
that my Anger was almoſt vaniſh'd. What have you done? 
ſaid I to him. -You have ruin'd me. Be gone, and neyer let 
me ſee you more, till you have juſtify'd me to the Vice- 
Queen. He aſſur d me, I had nothing to fear, for he had 
done that already, and the Vice-Queen was convinced I 
had no way contributed to this Adventure. He told me, 
ſhe had caus d me to be ſo narrowly obſerv d, ſince Ve- 
ſterday, that no body ſtirrd in or out of my Chamber, but 
ſhe bad an account of them; and this was the Reaſon he 
had not viſited me; but towards Night, perceiving the 
Watch was withdrawyn, he ſtole into my Chamber, and 
for fear any one ſhould ſee. him and acquaint the Vice- 
Queen, he had hid himſelf in my Cloſet, which he found 
open. This Hiſtory, which was related to me with an 
Air of Ingenuity, having a little appeas d me, I was not 
now ſo urgent with him to go to my Rival on that ac- 
count, but I forbid him ever playing ſuch a Trick for the 
future; and notwithſtanding the Satisfaction I had in con- 
verſing with him, I preſs d him to be gone. 

I dwell perhaps too long, ſen, continu'd Laura, on 
Particulars which little deſerve it; and it is abuſing your 
Patience, to entertain you with Trifles: But as theſe were 
the beſt Days I had in that Court, and this is the nobleſt 
Part of my Hiſtory, you will pardon the Reluctance I feel 
to proceed to the Incidents which follow'd, and which are 
' {© ignominious to me, that the bare Remembrance of 
them is more bitter than Death. ſez aſſurd her, all ſhe 
had mention'd was important, and that he had an equal 
Intereſt in the moſt minute Circumſtances of her Life, as 

in the greateſt: upon which ſhe thus purſu'd. 
HE Vice-Queen having falfn out with me, and ha- 


ving a thouſand Reaſons. not to be pleas d with the Mar- by 
quis, who viſited me againft her Will; you may very well 5 
. . | ima- . 
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imagine ſhe was extremely dejected. I gave the Marquis to 
under ſtand, that if he delgn d to pleaſe me, he muſt in- 
form me of his Intrigues with the Vice · Queen; but he in- 
treated me, in ſo graceful and ſo engaging a manner, to ex- 
cuſe him, that his Diſcretion ſubdu d my Curioſity; and [ 
eren eſteem'd him the more for refuſing it. However, he 
faid enough, to inform me it was herſelf he ſpoke of in 
his Letter, as I had ſuppos'd. This wretched Woman not 
being able te live without us, was ſecking how to come 
to a Reconciliation; and having found a handſome Pre- 
tence, ſhe ſent me Word by one of her Women, that I 
ſhou'd oblige ber if I wou'd come and ſee. her. I. went 
accordingly, and ſhe receiv'd me with a cheerful Counte- 
nance, for ſhe was able to diſſemble inimitably. After ſome 
kind Expreſſions, ſhe led me into her Cloſet ; where be- 
ginning her Diſcourſe with a deep Sigh ; Well then, my 


| dear Eleonora, ſaid ſhe, you are ſtill angry with me? I am 


gricv'd to the laſt degree, Madam, anſwer'd I, that you 
ſhou'd have given me Occaſion. Are you willing, ſaid ſhe 
interrupting me, to bury. what is paſt in Oblivion, and that 
I ſhou'd convince you Lam truly your Friend? It is what 
I coud wiſh, Madam, reply'd I; for honouring you as 
I haye always done, you ought not to doubt that your 
Friendſhip. is very dear to me, I ask no more, continu'd 
ſhe. But tell me now; if it were propos d to you to mar- 
ry the Marquis Hippolito, do you love him enough not to 
refuſe it? Such a Queſtion from her ſeem d ſuſpicious to 
me; and ſeeing, by the manner in which I receiv'd what 
ſhe ſaid, that I ſhou'd not fall into that Snare: I don't 
ſpeak to you, continu'd ſhe, as a Rival, as you have thought 
me, and as, perhaps, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, I once was; bur I 
ſpeak as a fincere Friend, and if you will marry the Mar- 
quis, you ſhall have it in your Power. There is a Letter, 
purſu'd ſhe, ſhewing it to me, which the Vice-Roy has 
wrote about it to your Father, at the Marquis's Requeſt;. 
and as your Father has a great Deference to the Sentiments 
of my Husband, I make no doubt but this Affair may be 
compleated, "SN 4 THE. 
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THE Marquis had ask d my Leave to mention it to 
the vice · Roy; and perceiving by this Letter, that they 
were ſeriouſly endeayouring to join me to a Man, who 
for Fortune as well as for Affection, had all J cou'd deſire, 
I reſign d myſelf to Joy and Gladneſs; but ſhew'd' it out- 
wardly as little as I could, ſtill diſtruſting my Happineſs, 
as coming from a Perſon to whom it coſt too much, for 
her not to repent it; I thank'd her however, in the ten- 
dereſt and moſt ina Terms; and at partmg we ex- 
preſsd ſo much Kindneſs, that it ſeem'd as if we lov'd 
now more than ever. At my Return, I found the Mar- 
quis waiting for me in my Chamber, who with a Coun- 
tenance of Tranſport told me the News of our approach - 
ing Marriage, and of the Permiſſion he had receiv'd from 
the vice · Roy to viſit me freely. I anſwer d that 1 had been 
inform'd of all this, by a Perſon whom he wou d not ea- 
ſily gueſs; and in reality, it was not credible that it ſhou'd 
be the Vice - Queen. I told him, that it was by her; and 
related to him the Converſation we had together. 
Is Liberty which was allow'd the Marquis to vi- 
fit me, having encreas d the Love we had each for the 
other, degenerated at laſt into a Familiarity of Tenderneſs, 
We waited both with equal Impatience for my Father's 
Anſwer, and had already mutually given each other our 
Vow of Fidelity; ſo that if my Father had not agreed to 
our Marriage, we ſnou'd ſtill have conſider'd ourſelves as 
authoris'd to live in a Conjugal Freedom. Such a Contract, 
which ſeems to ſecure the Honour of a Maiden, is the great 
Snare which Love lays for Virtue. The Marquis, who 


was deſirous to ſee himſelf in full Poſſeſſion! of my Per- 


ſon, as he was of my Heart, dreading” ſome croſs Acci- 
dent, preſs'd me to it earneſtly. -I wou'd not underſtand 


him at firſt; but upon his expreſſing himſelf more clearly, 


F gave all the Reaſons agpinſt it I was able, for to be an- 
gry with the Man I lov'd, was not in my Power: But 


alas, in Love, a Maiden who reaſons is in Danger of being 
ne. WILL 7G to conſents He was to come 
: to 
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to my Ohamber in the Nigbt, an Hour after every Body 
was gone to Bed; and b e my Chamber was next to 
the Vice-Queen's, which I. could go into when 1 would, 
I told him I would leave the Door open, and deſir d him 
to make no Noiſe, and not to ſpeak for fear we ſhould 
be heard. Tou ſee, Aſen, ſaid ſhe, that I conceal no- 
thing from you. Tho, I could urge a great deal to juſli- 
ſie my Fault, yet 1 cannot tell you this without bluſhing ; 
for 1, ſt confeſs, that if I had been more upon my Guard, 

* t more proden, I. had not been ſo miſerable as 

am., 

THE. vice · Roy went that Day out of Town, and it 
ſrem'd to me, as if every thing favour'd us; but what I 
bers a, Happineſs, turn d to my Ruin. The Hour 

1 heard a Man enter foftly into my Chamber; I 
teliey'd it was my Loyer, and receiv'd him like a Miſtreſs. 
I was far from daubtin it was the Marquis; b for he had 
the lame embroider'd vit I had ſeen him in that very 
Day, \/; Having, paſs'd — part of the Night in an amo- 
rous Silence, he happen d to fall aſleep, and as I found my 
ſelf ſome what indiſpos'd, I was for having 2 Candle in 
the Room; and to light it I ventur'd into the Chamber 
of the Vice · Queen, where there was a Taper burning all 
the Night. 1: open d the Door, which had a Communi- 
N mth 95 the two. Obambers, and was ſtrangely ſur- 
pris d, when; drawing near the Toilet, where the Taper 
ſtood, and caſting. my Eye towards her Bed, the Curtains 
of which; were drawn. back on account of the Heat, I 
perceiy'd a Man fleeping by her in his Cloaths. I was 
doubting whether I ſhould not immediately go back; 
but Neceſſity obliging, I went on, and lighted the Candle 
I had in my | Hand ; and having a Curioſity to know, ſince 
I. bad ſen. ſo much, who this bappy Lover was, I view'd 
bim, add ohſery'd. he had the Dreſs of the Marquis. Hip- 


polit. "This Adventure ftunn'd me, and had I not been 


certain that 1 had left him that very Inſtant in my Cham- 
N. 1 know not what I ſhould have done. This amaz- 
Fs ing 
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| Ing Circumſtance awaken d my Curioſity more than ever, 
T examin'd this Man with Attention, and found he had 
the Stature and the Hair of the Marquis. As för his Fate 
I could not ſee it, becauſe the Vice-Queen 'bid it with her 
Arm. 1 trembled all over. Can it be he, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf ? Can be have deſerted me this Night, to throw him. 


ſelf into the Embraces of the vice Queen ? Perhaps there 


is an Underſtanding between them, and ſhe knew he was 
to pals this Night with me, and has has perfidivafly de- 
ceiv'd me? Having made theſe Reflections, F retürnid to 
my Chamber, to be better inform'd ; but how was 1 
aſtoniſh'd, when I found, as 1 thought, the Marquis there! 
But baving view'd him nearer, I diſcover d the cruel Er- 
ror, and that it was Don Alphonſo. Ho great was then 
my Deſpair; T ſnatch'd up his Sword, which he had leſt 
upon my Table, and pauſing with which of the” Tray. 

tors J ſhould'b in, T concluded at laſt that the Aq 


the firſt Sacrifice to m) Vengeitice. | T iminediately went 
back into the other Chamber; but the Noiſe I made has 
ving waken'd Don Alphonſo, who ſaw me go with 1 
Sword in my Hand into his Mother's Room, he Rarted 
up; and running after me, "held my Arm LY the Moment 
I was going to Plunge it im the Bowels of my Traytor ; 
but was him ſcelf ſurpfiz d to ſee the Marquis lying t V his 
Mother. Rage ſeiz d him; and fie Was ha to execute 
what he had juſt before hinder'd tne from Nig 1 flo p'd 
him in my Turn; and flinging myſelf upon him: Tr is 
not to you, Traytor, ſaid 1, that this Stroke is reſery'd ; 
thou ſhalt not have the Satisfaction to have the firſt Re- 
venge. At theſe Words, and the Buſtle 'We made, the 
Marquis and the Vice. . deen waken 4. "The Marquis judg- 
ing that Don Alf Iphonſo bad a Helga on. his Liſe,” put 


kimſelf in a Palins of Defence.” 11 th s furious 'Diſorger 
T left them, hoping they wou'd mutually revenge me of 
their Treachery ; and retiring into my Room I faſten'd 


the Door, and taking what J had moft valuable 1 in Oy 
an 


Criminal, and that 1 cüght to make him 
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They broke open my Cabbin · Door, but as ſoon as the 
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and Jewels, :I-ſtole- out, and ran thro' the Streets like a 
mad Woman, in order to go to the Port, to ſee for a 
Felucca, to carry me whither my Deſpair would lead me. 
I was unfortunate enough not to find a Veſſel ready. M 
Impatience would not permit me to wait till one could 
be fitted out, being in a Terror. leſt I ſhould not be able 
to conceal my Retreat long enough, and that I ſhould. be 
purſud and carry d back to a Court, the Sight of which. 
would: have been more terrible than Death. At laſt 1 
found a Ship ready toi ſet Sail for Barcelona. I was indif 
ferent ta vrhat Place ſoever it went, provided it was re- 

mote from vah, and that I could conceal my Name and 
Birth: So that I embark d in it without the leaſt. Heſita · 

tion. A ſingle Misfortune does not come alone. Hither- 

to my Soul had been wholly poſſeſs d with Rage; but 
finding myſelf at a diſtance from the Shore, without other 
Company than that of five or fix. Mariners, who knew not 
what to think of me, I was ſuddenly ſeiz d with a. Hor- 

tor, which drew Floods of Tears from my Eyes. I ſnall 
not repeat the ſad Thoughts which overwhelm'd me for 
two or three Days; but on the fourth I was interrupted: 
by a new Subject of Affliction. At Break of Day I heard 
the. Mariners making terrible Lamentations; I thought we 
were Shipwreck d; and ask ' d what was the Matter, more 
out of Curioſity than fear of Death, which 1 ſhould have 

wiſhid'for- heartily. I was inform'd that we were chac d 
by ſome Galleys of Biſerty, which about an Hour after 
made us Priſoners, I receiv'd this laſt Calamity with a 
Sedateneſs which: even ſurpriz d all that ſaw me. I was- 
only afraid of my -Perſon, being fall'n into the Hands of 
the moſt inhumane Wretches in the World; and who 
have very little Reſpect for the Sex. However, whe-- 


ther cl was more happy than others, or they had ſome 


Regard: to a Woman ho did not. ſeem to be of a mean 
Condition, excepting their firſt Approach, which was. 
ſomewhat Rude, I was treated better than I could expect. 


$ 
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Soldiers ſu me, not one of them offer d to enter. The 
Captain alone of the Galley, which had taken us, gave 
himſelf that Liberty; he ask d me civilly enough, and in 
Italian Language, which they almoſt all know, who 
Was, and whither I-was going ? I conceabd my Name, 
and Quality; and told him my Name was Laura, and 
that I was going to my Father at Barcelona, who: was 
there in the Service of the King of Spain. I alſo deliver d 
him a little Bor, which contain d my Money and Jewels; 
and to engage bim to be favourable to me, I inform d 
him / that Box had in it to the Value of twenty thouſand 
Crowns: That I could have caſt it into the Sea, after the 
Example of the Mariners, who had flung their Goods and 
Merchandiſe over · board, but that I rather choſe: to preſent 
it to him. 1 only + defir'd him, by way of  Acknow- 
ment, to put me in the [Cuſtody:of Perſons" that would 
not uſe me ill. He promis d me he would, and bad me 
at the fame Time ſay nothing of the Box; aſſuring me 
that 1 ſhould have a Share of it when we came to Tini. 
Ins overjoyid-at this, not from the Hopes be gave me 
of having Part of my Jewels reſtor d, but becauſe this 
Secret rendering me ſerviceable to the Captain, he would 
take the greater Care of me; and indeed 1 had no NReaſon 
| he complain. He put me on Board his Galey, where he 
ve me up his own Room; and never came into it 
irmſelf till vre arriv'd: at Biſerty. On the third Day we 
made the Cape of Carthage, and on the fourth we enter d 
the Port of Biſerrys where being {et on Shore, I was put 
into à kind of Litter carry d by a Camel, and. was brought 
after that Manner to Iunis, guarded by five or fix Horſe- 
men. 1 fell to the Lot of the Baſſa, who kd me won - 
derfully, and gave me to his Wife: This, Aſen, ſuid Lau- 


= oe the miſerabie Fortune of a Damſel, who was 


born in Dr r pae of which mo 
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and aſſur d her, it ſhou'd not be bis Fault if ſhe Was not 
more, happy for the Time typ come, and did not ſee her 
own Country again, to which ſhe ought to make no 
Scruple to return: That what bad happen d to her at Na- 
ples, might be repair d by the Vice-Roy's Son's marrying 
her, 
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. 
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T . . 


who would undoubtedly be glad to make ber his 


wife; and if he refus d it, nx would ſtill have Wealth 
enough to make her eaſy; that the Diſhonour ſhe had ſuf- 
ferd from him, 'wou'd never be imputed to her, but to the 
infamous Treachery of a Man, who ſooner or later wou'd 
be puniſh'd for his Crime. After this he repeated his Pro- 
teſtations to ſerve her, and to ſpare no Pains to deliver her 
from the Diſtreſs ſhe was in; that he had good Friends 
about the Dey, and was well aſſur d no fatal Reſolutions 
wou d be taken _ _ but he ſhou'd hear of them 


ugh 
him very — and utifully xcknowledg'd the Mercy 


of Heaven, that in the midſt of het\.Difaſters ſhe had met 
with a Man truly — 2 os to help her, and of whoſe Fi- 
delity the cou'd not 

288 EN leſt her — comforted, and promis d 


her to come and paſs with her ſome Part of the follow- 


ing Night, becauſe in the Day- time be was ob d to ar- 
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FLA $82 was mightily — when honame 
home, to find his Mor was not yet return d- 
He went to Bed full of Concern, leſt ſome 
onbappy Aceident ſhou d have befallen him; 
Dec l in the preſent Conjuncture of 
Aﬀairs, it wou'd have been dangerous for 
him to be ſuſpected of a Correſpondence with the Baſſa, 
he repented that he had expos d himſelf to the Hazard of 
being diſcover d. But the Moor's arrival ſet his Mind at Eaſe. 
ASSEN: read the Letter; ;and tho it was not yet near 
Day- break, he diſpatched away his Moor immediately, be- 
cauſe this was a more convenient Eojir than the fourth 
Watch, which the Baſſa hall appointed in his Letter. 


THE Baſſa wonder'd at the quick Return of the Moor, 


* being inform'd of the Reaſon of it, be was not dif- 
pleas'd, 
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pleas'd; He caus d him to be hid in his Tent; and as 
ſoon a8 it wab Night be ſent for: the. General of the 
Gallies his Corifident: and Friend. ee dan be to 
him wih an Air of Perplexity, what will you ſay of me, 
ik I acquaint you that 1 deſign to lie at Tunis to-night ? 
I ſhall ſay,” my Lord, anſwen d he, that you are too A 
dent to hazard ſach a Stroke, - unleſs our Friends there 
have promis d you to open the Gates, and you deſire hy 
Satisfaction to-lay your Country in Blood, You, do not 
anderſtand me, reply's. the;iBaflaz When, II tell you, that 
J deſigh-ro go and lye to- night at Tunis, it is. not to 
commit there all the Diſorders which a - juſt Venge- 
nce'wou'd-exadt. No; 1 will fave the Blood of my 
Friends, whom in the Obſcurity of the Night I might 
be lable to confound: with my: Enemies; I intend to go 
thither alone with a Mor I. bave here, and to repair. to 
Aſens Houſet in order to learn what paſſes in the Divan, 

ind afteb that to- viſit Laura in the Caſtle, aud then re- 
turn. The Geierab liſten d to him with a Silence which 
ſofficiently ſhew'd his Amazement. He did not think it 
was neceſſary to oppoſe, by Arguments, a Deſign. ſo full 
of Extravagance and Temerity. The Baſſa read his Thoughts 
in his Looks; I muſt own, purſu d he, that I am a little 
over · haſty, and that there is Iprudence io this Enter · 
prize, und, if you pleaſe, ſome Folly: But no Matter; 
And ten. you the Labour of telling me what you 
think of it, I muſt declare to you, that I did not Land 
for you to have your Opinion, whether I ſhou'd execute 
or not ; for my Reſolution is fix'd. What I have heard 
of my Wife, that ſhe is gone away with the; Chriſtian, 
and that Laura is with the Dey; is what I cannot com · 
prehend. I muſt ſeo it with; my on Eyes, before I 
can be convinced. I' will know! bo all this Affair has 
been tranſaged, which cam learm only from Laura. And not 
to diſſemble with you in any Reſpect, I muſt obey the 
Dictates of the ſtrongeſt Paſſion Love ever inppir 5 and 
which I am no longer able to reſiſt, 

AFTER 


- 
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Ws AFTE R* theſe Werde the Baſſa remain'd ſilent, to 
give Nomnibin the Leifare to anſwers! who, having caſt 
Bis Eyes dow for ſome Time, raisd them en a : ſud- 
den to Heaven, Alla preſerve you, Lord: Mehemis,: cryd 
he, from the Misfortune you ſeem to invite! But if it 
be ſo written, you cannot decline your Deſtiny. Then 
he repreſented to him, the many Obſtacles: and Dangers 
he muſt encounter, even before he cou d get to Aſſen; 
that Nis Deſign "was impracticable in every: Particular; 
that i w impoſſible for him ta get into; the Caſtle 
without being known; ain that for an Interview, with 
1 Cbriſtian, it wis riſquing à great deal, to be willing 
to ruin himſelf and all bis Friends,” who were engegd in 
his Party: Whereas he might compaſs every Thing with 
out Trouble or Danger, if he wound have 8 littie Pati- 
ence. All theſe Reaſons were ineſfectuab the Balla foarce- 


Wo 


y heard*them;” but, as the Night was: ſomething advan- 
ced, diſgui d himſelf as wyell ad he icou'ds rand; having 
wen the teceflary Orders: to the General, that his Ab- 
ence might not be diſcover'd, he ſet out with the Nor, 
who conducted him by the ſame Way he had taken the 
Night before: They enter d the Ton without any Accident, 
excepting that when they drew) near to Aſſn's Houſe, 
they fell in with ſome Ferſons belonging to the Divan, Ml ;; 
5 were all ſworn Enemies ta the Baſſa, and Who, by th 
the greateſt” god Luck in the World, did not: knom bim. v. 
He Was oblip'd for this to the Dexterity of the Moor, the 
who boldly told thoſe who were accoſting him, that he 
as a fick Perſun, and was infected with the Plague, 
and that be was going with him to a Phyſician; at 
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yourſelf after this Manner? T ſhould excuſe it in a giddy 

young Man, who had only a Life to loſe ; But for a Man 
of your Conduct and Wiſdom, and who are the ſecond 
Perſon of the Kingdom; to throw himſelf without any 
Neceſſity into the Hands of his Enemies, and to run 2 
thouſand Riſques of his Life; this, my Lord, if you re- 
ſent it ever ſo highly, is what I cannot pardon you. The 
Baſſa fell a laughing; and taking all in good Part that 4/- 
ſen ſaid, whoſe Heart he. knew was entirely his, he ask'd 
him, if he had never been in Love, and whether he did 
not know,' that Love made the greateſt Men commit 
Faults, which were always excus'd ? But, my Lord, re- 
ply'd Aſſen, what Succeſs can you propoſe to your Love? 
Is not Laura the Perſon you love, and is ſhe not in the 
Caſtle? Ves, anſwer'd the Baſſa; but ſince ſhe is in your 
Cuſtody, it is not impoſſible for me to ſee her. Aſſen 
wou'd fain have diſſuaded him from this mad Deſign, but 
he prevail'd no more by his Arguments than the General 
of the Gallies had done before. It was impoſſible to ſee 
Laura without going into the Caſtle, and that could not 
be done in the Night, becauſe the Gate was then open d 
to none but the principal Officers of the Dey, ſuch as 
Aſen; ſo that this could only be accomplith'd in the Day- 
time, from Nine in the Morning till Six at Night; and 
the Diligence with which Aſſen ſaid, whatever enter d 
was examin d, wou'd have deterr'd any other Man than 
the Baſſa from ſo perilous an Enterprize. Aſen told him, 
the beſt Method be could think on was to put him into 
a Sack of Meal, of which he had Orders to ſend in a Load 
to the Caſtle the next Day. The Baſh approv'd the In- 
vention, without the leaſt Heſitation; and while they 
waited for Day, they convers d on the Subject of the pre- 
ſent State of Things. Aſſen inform'd him of what had 
paſs d in the Divan; of the Affairs of the Dey, of the 
Number of the Troops, and of à thouſand other Particu- 
lars which concern d the Baſſa. Aﬀer which he withdrew 
Dr 
& * 2 a ing ; 
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being ſo near the Moment of ſeeing and converſng with 
his beautiful Laura. 

THE Day came on, the Sacks of Meal were put in- 
to a Waggon, without forgetting the Baſſa, who wa 
inclos d in one of them, and was plac'd- ſo, as not to be 
incommoded. The Moor drove the Waggon, and Aſſn 
mareb' d at the Head of itz The Gate of the Caſtle was 
| open'd at his Approach. The Guards were far from ſearch- 
ing the Proviſions which the Secretary of the Dey brought 
thither in Perſon; and the Waggon drove as far as the 
Magazine of Meal, where ſeveral Moors preſented them- 
ſelyes/ to unload it; but Aſn got rid of them cunningly 
enough, giving them ſever Employments to remove them 
out of the Way. This was very happily manag d, for 
the Baſſa, notwithſtanding the Precautions which had been 
taken, found himſelf. in a very uneaſy Situation, and had 
lik'd to have been ſtifled in the Sack, which he had there. 
fore unty'd to give himſelf. Air. Aſn and the Moor help'd 
him to get out; and not judging . it proper to conduct 
him to Laura till it was Night, they left him for tbe 
Remainder of the Day in the Magazine, the Key of which 


Hſe took along with him, and repair d to the Dey, with 


a Deſign, to get Information of what had rend fince 
he was there laſt. 

POOR Laura, ks fake to no Body all the Day 
Jong, impatiently expected the Night, becauſe Aſen us d 
then to come and give her: what Conſolation he * 
The Hour of his Viſiting being elaps'd, ſne began to be 
uneaſy ; when at laſt ſhe heard the ad ev Cham- 
ber open; and riſing in order to meet Aſen, If you knew, 
ſaid ſhe to him, what one ſuffers in my preſent. Condition, 
not having any other Friend than your ſelf, you would 
not make me wait ſo long for you as you do. Aſſen 
laughing, and turning toward the Baſſa who follow d him, 
Here is a Perſon, ſaid he, who will find out the Secret 
how: to comfort you, and for the Love of whom I hope 


a ow * pardon my Delay. * ſaid nothing mo 
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zaſſa of the Acquaintance there was between Laura and 
him; thinking it more adviſable to conceal it. For which 
Reaſon he broke in upon Laura, as ſhe ſpoke, and ſnew'd 
her the Baſſa behind him: But he was fo diſguis'd by the 
Meal that hung about him, that Laura at firſt took him 
for one af Aſens Servants. However viewing him a little 
nearer, and ſeeing him laugh, ſhe knew bim. O Heaven! 
cry d ſhe, is it you, my Lord! Alas! where are you 
come to ſeek an unhappy Creature, who has caus d you 
but too much Perplexity already, and of whom you have 
ſo much Reaſon to complain? It is very eaſy, anſwer'd 
the Baſſa, to pardon what one loves: But is it poſſible 
that you ſhould be here, and that you ſhould yield up 
your Place to the Sultaneſs ?- Tell me whether it was ſhe 
that betray'd you; or whether it was Alexander who was 
the Traytor. As for my Part, when I call to mind the 
Circumſtances of his Departure, and that it was not his 
Fault the Sultaneſs did not ſhew herſelf, ſince I hinder'd 
him myſelf, when he was going to take off her Barzus, 
I cannot ſuſpe& him of Treachery ; Be it as it will, if he 
was faithful to you, I am ſufficiently reveng'd of you, for 
you loſe more than I do; and if he is a Traytor, you have 
an Opportunity of ' comforting yourſelf in the Love of a 
Man more deſerving than he was, of your Favour. Alex- 
ander, my Lord, ſaid Laura, went away neither as a 
Lover, nor as a Traytor, at leaſt with Reſpe& to me; 
and 1 have nothing to complain of, but my ill Fortune. 
This ſurprizes me, reply'd-the Baſſa; and you mult either 
underſtand the Art of diſſembling perfectly well, or elſe I. 
have been the moſt abus d Man in the World. Recall to 
jour Mind, my Lord, anſwer'd Laura, what I told you 
ſo often, that the Sentiments I had for Alexander, were 
of ſuch a Nature, that I could quit them when I. pleas d, 
without any. Uneafineſs. The Ladies of this Country and 
the Chriſtian, Ladies are very different in their Manner of 
N The firſt are very ſuſceptible of Love, but they 
re allo very inconſtant whereas the others are 2 | 
| TT What 
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what more difficult to obtain, but they love longer. You 
did me the Honour of many Things, which you ow'd in- 
tirely to the Sultanefs, whom you have. often. taken for 
me. The Sultanels! faid the Baſſa, alarm'd at the News: 
Yes, my Lord, the Sultaneſs herſelf, continu'd Laura; for 
it is time I ſhould ùndeceive you; and fince my Honour, 
which I facrific'd to her, is concern d, it is juſt I ſhould 


reſume it, when there is no longer any Thing for her to 


fear. The Sultaneſs, my Lord, © purſu'd ſhe, who was 
more ſenfible than IJ was, of the fine Qualities of that Chri- 
ſtian, had a Mind to make a Gallant of him; but you 
ought in my Opinion to blame only yourſelf for it, who 
furniſh'd her with the Means to do it. That was not my 
Defign, faid the Baſſa ; yet I forgive it to a Woman whom 
I did not love; but the Treachery is too baſe on the Part 
of Alexander, who, not to mention the Kindneſſes I ſhew'd 
him every Day, ought at leaft to have obſerv'd the Laws 
of Hoſpitality, The Sultaneſs, my Lord, reply d Taura, 
wastoo fine a Woman, not to corrupt a Man of the niceſt 
Honour; and T don't know what you would not have 
done yourſelf, had ſhe been the Wife of another. She had 


wiſh'd to ſee that Chriſtian; you brought him into the 


Seraglio, and ſhe ſaw him. He was handſome, ſhe lov'd 
him, and told him ſo ; what could he do? 
THE Hurts never diſturb themſelves about the Falſe- 
neſs of their Wives, eſpecially when they do not love 
them; becauſe they can change them when they pleaſe, 
aud have always Variety of Women in their Seraglio. 
The Bat wis comforted for 'the Loſs of the Sultaneſs 
and told Laura, it lay only with her to make him a thou- 
ſand times more happy. As in the preſent Conjuncture of 
Affairs, ſhe thought ſhe ſtood in need of him, ſhe was for 


managing his Favour; and without diſheartning him, as 


ſhe had formerly done, ſhe only anſwer'd, this was not 2 


Time to hear ſoft Things. You' ſee, ſaid ſhe, that I am 


in a Priſon,” from which I know not when I ſhall be de- 
lier'd, But I'know it, reply d the Baſſi; and if in three 
j o Pays 
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Days you are not out of it, Streams of Blood ſhall over- 
flow this Town. Ah! my Lord, anſwered ſhe, that 
would be the Way to haſten my Death, inſtead of ſaving 
me; and it being known that I am the Cauſe of thoſe 
Evils, judge you, whether I ſhould be ſpar d. My Lord, 
if my Life be dear to you, continu'd ſhe, ſince you have 
it in your Power, without ſpilling ſo much Blood, and 
Things are already iti a fair Way of Accomodation, do not, 
beg you, proceed to ſuch horrible Extremities. I under- 
ſtand their Views better than you do, ſaid the Baſſa; they 
are for amuſing me till the Troops that are expected from 
Tripolis are arriv'd; but I ſhall take Care of that; and if 


you will prevent all this, you muſt reſolve to go out with 


me this Night, and follow me. Go out! reply'd Laura, 
where are the Means, while I am guarded thus in a Caſtle 
where there are ſo many Gates to paſs ? Since I am come 


into it, ſaid the Baſla, notwithſtanding all thoſe Gates, 


and the Guard, and undertake to go out of it again, you 
may do the fame. But my Lord, ſaid Laura, you muſt 
con ſider that I am a Woman; and that beſides the Faci- 
lity with which I might be known, whatever Diſguiſe I 
put on, either by my Shape, or by my Walk; the leaſt 


Obſtacle: we ſhould meet with, would diſcover me, and 


make me infallibly ruin you. Aſen back d theſe Reaſons 
with his ovvn, and entirely condemn'd ſuch an Enterprize. 
You will ſee, added he, my Lord, by the Diffieulty you 


and I ſhall have to get out, how we ſhould be embarraſs d 


with a Woman. My Opinion is, as all your Friends coun- 
ſel you, to come to an Accommodation, The Troops from 
Tripolis will be long a coming; and if you keep the Town 
block d up ſome Days longer, you will oblige the People, 
whom vye will procure to act on your Side, to ask Peace 
of the Dey, who being of a timorous Spirit, and with- 
out Reſolution , will require no more than an honourable. 
Compoſition. The Baſſa, tho' of a Humour 'inclin'd to 
violent Actions, ſuffer d himſelf to be perſuaded by the 


two Perſons he moſt loy'd, and whoſe Intereſt it was, he 


7 knew, 
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knew, to adviſe him for the beſt, He promis d to wii 
eight Days longer, after which, if Threats, or: the Int. 
poſition of his Friends did not procure a Reconciliation, he 
would employ the utmoſt Tores to bring the Dey to Rep 
ſen. : 

ASSEN banden to this 10 more willingly, becaul 
he knew the State and Condition of the Town, and thi 
as there was Corn in it only for a few Days,” on Peopk 
began already to murmur. 

. THE Converſation which had for a While run upon 
the General Affairs in hand, having now turn'd upon tho 
particularly relating to the Baſſa, he ask d Laura, to gin 
him the Hiſtory of the Sultaneſs's Love with Alexander; 
which ſhe related to him as decently as ſhe could, not for 
getting the Adventure of the Chamber of Repoſe,  wher 
he had taken his Wife for her; which the Baſſa had ſome 
Difficulty to believe. and which gave him more Unezf 
neſs than all the reſt. She then told him the Deſign they 
had both form'd to get on board the Ship; and the Rev 

ſon for which the Sultaneſs had put herſelf into the Bal 
ket, of which Alexander had not the leaſt Knowledge. 
believe it, faid the Baſſa; for I was in his Chamber, =" 

the Basket was brought in. I imagin'd that it was you, au 
would not ſuffer him to offer the leaſt Violence to you, 

I. gave the Orders myſelf, for its being carry d on board 

and accompany'd it with Alexander to the Port. Aſi 

aid Laura could not forbear laughing; and the Baſſa con- 
feſs d to them, that he ſhould be diſpos d to laugh as wel 
as they, if Laura had not been of the Party in deceiving 

. Bim. That as for his Wife, the Hatred he had for the Fa 
ther, and the little Inclination he had for the Daughte, 
were good Vouchers that he was not griev d at his Loſi; 
dut that Laura muſt make him Satisfaction for all the 


Abuſes he had ſuffer d; ſince ſhe had the chief Share of 
Guilt in his Wife's Treachery. The reſt of the Converſi- 
tion paſs'd in Rallery; but as the Night was above hal 


One A en, who was not prepoſſeſs d as the Baſſa br 
wit 
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with the Charms of Laura, told him it was time to re- 


the Night laſted there cou d be nothing to fear; that he had 
not taken all thoſe Pains to enjoy the Sight of Laura on- 
ly for a Moment. But at laſt Laura ſignify d to him the 
Fright ſhe had been in from the Inſtant ſhe knew him, and 
which increas' d in Proportion to the Danger, and that ſhe 
was apprehenſive he ſhou'd give a Suſpicion to her Guards, 
by ſo long an Interview, or not be able to get out if he 
made a longer Stay. The Baſſa, to fatisfy her, retir'd, making 
her freſh Proteſtations of the Fervor of his Love, and that 
he wou'd periſh rather than not deliver her out of the 


War. ES | 
SOME new Invention was neceflary to paſs him out 
of the Caſtle; for the Guards examin'd almoſt with the 
ſame Severity thoſe who went out, as thoſe who came in. 
Aſen led him back into the Magazine, where having 
dawb'd his Face over with Meal, he loaded him with em- 
pty Sacks, and in that Diſguiſe conducted him fafely thro! 
the Guards, as one of his People, 
DAY - LIGHT not yet appearing, the Baſſa judg'd it 
convenient to take Advantage of the Darkneſs of the Night, 
to repair to his Camp, where his Preſence was neceſſary. 
Aſen accompany'd him to the Walls of the Town, over 
which he ſaw him ſafe, and then took his Leave. 
IN the mean Time Laura was in the utmoſt Impa- 
tience to hear Tidings of the Baſſa, and had no Reſt till the 
faithful Aſſen return'd to her. Comfort yourſelf, Madam, 
laid he entring into her Room; the Baſſa is out of Dan- 
ger, and all things will do well. Alas! Aſen, anſwer'd ſhe, 
they may do well perhaps, but not for me. You ſhall cer- 
tainly get out of Priſon, 'reply'd the Turł, and that in a few 


Days. 1 ſhall get out of the Dey's Priſon, reply'd ſhe, to 


return to that of the Baſſa, which his Love will render a 
thouſand Times more terrible than this. Did you not hear, 
purſu'd ſhe, what he ſaid to me? and what will become 


tire. The Baſſa begg d him to ſtay a little longer: for while 
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of me when 1 ſhall be in his Power! Ah! my dear Aſn 
added ſhe with Tears in her Eyes, I foreſee but too wel 
the Misfortunes which threaten me, unleſs Heav'n take, 
Pity ot me. It wou d be much better for a Damſel of ny 
Quality to die in a Priſon, than to get out of it at ſuch 
'Price, Aſſen figh'd out of Compaſſion, and told her, he hu 
already reflected on all ſhe ſaid, and that it was not with. 
out good Reaſon, he had ſo ſtrongly oppos'd the Deligy 
the Baſſa had to carry her off: That he cou'd. have found 
Means to have effected it, if he had judg'd it to be for he 
Advantage; but he agreed with her, that ſhe would fin 
it more difficult to get out of the Baſſas Hands, than ou 
of the Dey's: That he would keep the Word he had giva 
her, to uſe his utmoſt Power to ſend her back to her om 
Country: That he {aw very plainly he ſnou d riſque hi 
Fortune, and perhaps his Life too, in the Attempt ; but te 
_wou'd not recede in the leaſt, even tho' he were ſure i M 
would coſt him both; and that he ſhou'd be glad himſf 9 
to return among the Chriſtians, whoſe Religion and Mat 
ners he lov'd better than thoſe of his own Country. * 
- THIS Diſcourſe was follow d by a long Converſation ** 
the Concluſion, of which was, That Aſſen ſhou'd emply 
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his Friends to perſuade the Dey to give Laura her Libeny 4 
and ſend her into her own Country, to decline the Shane th 
-he-wou'd incur, if he were oblig'd to reſtore her to th hy 


Baſſa, and ſee her poſſeſs the Place of his Daughter; an 
in caſe. this did not take Effect, he wou'd try the laſt Er 
tremities to help her to eſcape in a Brigantine of his om 
which he wou'd cauſe to be kept in a Readineſs for thi 
. Occaſion, Laura was extremely ſenſible of the Obligation 
ſhe ow'd him, and told him more than once, that he might 
be aſſur d ſhe wou'd not be ungrateful, and that he ſhoul 
find in her Family a Support which ſhou'd-neyer fail him 
| and Wealth more than he cou'd defire. Aſen, who did not 
| tand in need of theſe Promiſes. to encourage him, took 
| + bis Leave, and-paſs'd the reſt of the Night in pondering 
| - this Affair. He flept little ; and as ſoon as it was Di 
| _ 
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went to thoſe Perſons whoſe Aſſiſtance he thought he 
ſhou'd want in the Dey. Beyran Aga, the Dey's Favou- 
ke: WY rite, was one of them, and he in whom Aſſen moſt con- 
fided, on account of the good Diſpoſition he had obſerv d 
in him towards the Chriſtians, and for the particular Friend - 
ſhip he had for him. The Aga was very willing to ſerve 
him; but at the ſame time ask d to ſee Laura. Aſſen was 
apprehenſive the Sight of a Damſel ſo capable as Laura 
was, to inſpire Love into the Heart of ſo young a Man, 
like the Aga, ſhou'd prove an Obſtacle to his Deſign, and 
endeavour d to put him off by the moſt plauſible Reaſony 
he cou d invent. Beyran perceiv d jt was a Denial, and ima- 


told him he wou'd do all that Jay in his Power to induce 
the Dey to ſet her at Liberty. But he acted faintly in 
the Matter; and the Dey, whoſe Intereſt it was to detain 
Lea, either that he might exchange her for his Daughter, 
or elſe that the Baſh loving her ſo violently, it he ſhou'd 
be oblig'd to treat a Peace with him, he might make it up- 
on better Terms, was not inclin'd to part with her, as the 
reſt of 4{#n's Friends advis'd him. HOES 
ASSEN being in Deſpair that his Expedient had not 


the other hand, was more and more deſirous to have a 
fight of her; and to obtain it without bringing himſelf un- 
der any Obligation to Aſſen, he ask d the Dey's Permiſſion 
for it, in order, as he faid, to learn from her the Truth of 
what was reported of the Sultaneſs's Intrigue with the 
Chriſtian. The Dey, who was too well convinced of it by 
the many. Teſtimonies he had received, wanted no further 


was the ſole Cauſe: of his Requeſt, and fo gave him an 
Order to the Guards about Laura, to let him pals. | 


Native of Ira, a Country where he himſelf was born. He 
had often inquir d of ſome of the Dey's Houſhold, how 
I (591 conan +: Ab | 


— | 
. 1 WT.» | 
4 8 IE 0857 . 12 Lg; 3 4 F 1 p< 1 2 


gin d that Aſſen lov d her; and concealing his Reſentment, 


ſucceeded, reſoly d to carry her off by Stealth. Beyran, on 


Information: But the Aga being his Favourite, he woud 
not refuſe this Liberty to his Curioſity, which he judg' d 
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BEYR AN had heard ſhe was very beautiful, and a 
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long ſne had been at Tunis, and how ſhe had been taken, 
but cou'd never learn any thing concerning her. He there. 
fore * to have the Satisfaction of hearing it from 


© herſelf 


l LSSEN had employ'd all the Day to arm his Brigan. 
tine, under the Pretence' of ſending it to cruiſe, and ha 
order'd his Crew, who were a all-Chriſtians, to hol 
themſelves ready at the Cape of Carrlage, to ſet Sail upon 


the firft Notice from him. Laura was conſenting to truſ 


herſelf at Sea in that little Veſſel; they hoped: to arrive in 
two Days at St. Peter's Iſlands, if the Wind was Fair. ſen 
went to her, and found her trembling for Fear; It is not: 
time to tremble, Madam, ſaid he, but to arm yourſelf with 


| Reſolution. I am a Woman, Alen, anſwer's #18, and 1 


Woman fo unfortunate, that 1 have Reaſon to feir every 
Thing, both for you and myſelf. He endeavour d to en. 
courage her, telling ber the was juſt on the Point of ob 
taining her Liberty, and that he was going to take he 
out of the Caſtle, without any Difficulty or Danger. Law 
Was ſtill afraid, and an ſuch a Perplexity that fhe*did not 
| know how to {et about her Eſcape; when her Chamber. 
door op pening' on a ſu * ihe rant her Head, and faw 1 
an in in. She was ten d, believing had 
fares, O Heaven? rh. ers ruin'd, 712 and 
fainted "away. Tf Aſen was touch'd at this Accident, be 
was nat lefs ſurpriz d at che Arrival of the Aga, whom be 
knew at the firſt Sight.” He coud not imagine the Occ- 
Hon of his coming, being ſenfible it cou'd be on) by the 
Dey's. Order. They both jojn'd to Help Laura; but By: 
ran feern'd to be the moſt buſy. He ook d at her, l. 
| amin'd bet Face, her 'Stature,” her Hair and her Fand, 
with an Attention and a Concern which appear d too ex- 
traordi inary not to amaze Aſen, to whom he bad not yet 
id one Word. But releafing at once a" thouſand Sighs, 


— 


which his Conſteruarion had hitherto ſuſpended: O Tleavn 


cry d he with an Air of Tranſport, it is the herſelf, it i 


3 


Part III. T Harry SLAVII 123 


braced them after ſuch a manger, as if he was going to 
expire with Joy. ” 
THESE Words, theſe Tranſports, and the Name of 
Eleonora which 4 heard him pronounce, ſo aſtoniſh'd 
him, that he doubted for ſome time whether it was the 
Aga whom he ſaw befare his Eyes. Laura was now come 
to herſelf a little; and being vex'd to ſee at her Feet a 
Man ſhe did not know, and who had like to have been 
the Cauſe of her Death, ſhe made ſome Efforts to put 
him away; but the Aga, with his Eyes bath'd in Tears, 
and not able to utter one Word, clung to them more than 
before. At which Taurs being mightily aſtoniſh'd : My 
Lord, {aid ſhe, if it be the Concern you have for the ill 
Fortune of an unhappy Slave that makes you pity her, I 
was in the wrong to be ſo much alarm'd at the Sight of 
you. For I fear d you did not come hither without ſome 
Deſign, and that perhaps contrary to my Wiſhes. How 
little you know, Madam, faid the Aga in a languiſhing 
Tone, him ho is before you! The Voice ſtruck Laura, 
who having recover d bag „and caſting her Eyes on 
him, to examige him more narrowly, What do I behold, 
juſt Heaven! cry;d. ſhe aloud. Is it poſſible it can be he? 
and ending theſe Words, ſhe fainted away again in the 
Arms of Alen, who in great Perplexity pray d the Aga 
to withdraw far a Moment, leſt the Sight of him, being 
unknown, ſhou'd in the Eod prove fatal to this poor Dam- 
ſel. Unknown? anſwer'd the Aga. Alas, ſhe knows me but 
too well! I am the ſole Cauſe of all her Misfortunes, 4/- 
ſen, added he, I know your Probity, and you are my 
Friend; ſo that I run no Riſque in repoſing Confidence 
in you. This Perſan, by her Merit, as well as by her Birth, 
is not unworthy your Care; and I wou d loſe a thouſand 
Lives rather than any Harm ſhou'd happen to her. 
ASS EN, who palsd from one Aſtoniſhment into 


. another, was impatient to be inform'd of this Adventure: 


but Laura i preſent Neceſſities oblig'd him to defer it to 
another Time: The * n with . 
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and this Beauty beginning to come to herſelf, Aſen ac- 
quainted her that the Turł who was come into her Room, 
was the Aga, the Favourite of the Dey, whom he had 
 mention'd to her. She made no Anſwer, but turn'd her 
© heavy Eves towards the Aga; and with a faint Voice; Ah, 
crue] Man! faid ſhe to him, what Fate brings thee here, 
to perſecute me, and be my Death? Beyran cou d not hear 
theſe Words, without flinging himſelf a ſecond time at her 
Knees, which he had bath'd with a Torrent of Tears. Let 
me go, Traytor, faid ſhe, let me die, and ſeek not to fe. 
duce me by thy Tears, which, deceitful as they are, have 
but foo much Power over my feeble Heart. Aſen, who 
was the Spectator of ſo tender a Scene, and who had fo 
lately heard from Laura the Hiſtory of the Marquis Hippolito, 


and of Don Alphonſo, did not know what to think. As 


the Aga was a late Renegade, arriv'd within a Year at Tunis; 
he thought within himſelf, he might perhaps be one of 
thoſe two Lovers, but rather Hippolito, than Don Alphonſo, 
becauſe Laura, in the midſt of her Anger, cou'd not for- 
bear expreſſing to him a Tenderneſs of Heart, which cou'd 
belong only to a Lover well belov'd. He wou'd willing y 
have unfolded this Secret; but it was not proper to in- 
terrupt them, and be was in hopes, before the Scene was 
ended, he ſhou'd diſcover ir. However, finding himſelf preſs'd 
in time, and that they were both fall'n into a profound Si- 
lence, he addreſs'd himſelf to the Aga, who he faw was 
Friend enough to Laura not to be diſtruſted. My Lord, 
aid he, if I did not know you ſo perfectly as I do, to 
hope that you will not oppoſe us in the Deſign we have 
| aid; What I have now ſeen and heard is ſufficient to per- 
ſuade me, that you will go farther ſtill, and even lend your 
Aſſiſtance. You may be ſenſible, by my Requeſt to you 
Yeſterday, that I was labouring to procure the Liberty of 
this Slave. My Project has not ſucceeded, but I have form'd 
another, which, if you think fit ſhall be executed this very 
Night, and it is high time it were: You are not igno- 
tant that the Baſk is paſſionately in Love with her: If 


you 


, 
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give him time to ſee her again, it will never be in our 
Power to get her out of his Hands, and if that ſhou'd not 
happen, and a War ſhou'd follow, we ſhall not have leſs 
Difficulty to contrive her Eſcape. Perhaps alſo we may be 
prevented by her Death. The People are incens d againſt her: 
They believe her to be the; Cauſe of all this Diſorder ; and 
at the leaſt Alarm ſhe will be made a Sacrifice. Let us think 


then of taking our Precautions: All Things are ready and 


prepar d ſo as to promiſe Succeſs, . „ 
THE Aga look'd at him like a Man newly come out 
of a Swoon: Let us, ſaid he, my dear Aſſen, put in Pra- 


ctice whatever you think proper, and do not conſult me 


at all; for in the State in which I now find myſelf, I am 


intirely incapable of giving you any reaſonable Advice. 1 will 


do whatever you ſhall tell me, purſu'd he, and will employ 
all the Power I have in the Caſtle to favour your Deſign, 
and place the Lady out of Danger. Ah ungrateful Wretch, 
faid Laura to him, doſt thou talk of ſecuring me from 
Danger, thou who art the Cauſe of all my Misfortunes ! 
Go, baſe Man, go; it is an Obligation I will never come 
under to thee ; I had rather die in this Priſon, that I may 
have nothing but Reproaches to make thee. It is not now 
a proper time, Madam, faid Aſſen, who did not enter in- 
to the Nicety of her Sentiments, to refuſe any Aſſiſtance, 
and eſpecially + that of the Aga who is Captain of the 
Guard, and who can cauſe the Gates to be open'd to 
us when he will, without Danger of our being examin'd 


or ſtopp d. What Certainty, anſwer'd ſhe, would there be 


in repoſing a Confidence in the moſt, perfidious Man liv- 
ing? No, no, I will ſooner. chuſe to die here, than make 
uſe of his Service, after the double Treachery he has play d 
me. Ah cruel Remembrance! added ſhe.with Tears. It is 
true, Madam, ſaid Beyran, with an Action extremely mo- 


ving. I have deſerv'd not to live; but perhaps I am not fo 


guilty as you think me. Don Alphonſo, and Claricia, who 

both betray'd us, have expiated their Crimes by their Deaths 3 

and if you think I ought to undergo the fame rigorous 
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Puniſhment, T willingly ſubmit; you ſee me, Madam, in 4 
Country whither the ſole Deſpair I fell into on the New 
of your Death, has brought me. For being told, after a 
diligent Enquiry about the Way you had taken, that you 
had embark d on « Veſſel: bound for Barcelona, I ſteer d 
the ſame Courſe, and arriving there vas inform d a few 
Days after that your Veſſel had periſh'd at Sea, and not ſo 
much as one Petſ was ſav d. How great was then my 
Affliction! my Grief was then inexpreſſible, and mov'd: Pi- 
ty in all who ſaw me, and I know not how I came to 
. 
the Bleffing of ſeeing you that I might juſtify my - 
elf to you; for that vis * ardent Wiſh, and what 
ve me the greateſt Uneaſineſs. The Life I have led ſince, 
been- ſuch, that there is no Crime it wou'd not expi- 
ate, were it not committed againſt yourſelf. Laura heard 
him with ſome Regard, and wou'd have been glad to find 
what he ſaid to be true, and that he had not been ſo guilty 
as the believ'd; but the Appearances were fo ſtrong againſt 
him, that the ſole Idea of what had paiſs'd, and of what 
me had ſeen, put her into a violent Paſſion : | ſhe bid him 
be gone out of her Sight, and leave her Room, and never 
tet her fee him more. The diſconſolate Beyran, ſtill at her 
. 
to appeaſe her; and Aſen, who wanted no farther Info 
mation to be able to gueſs it was the Marquis Hippolito, un- 
der the Name of Beyran, took his Part againſt Laura, and 
intreated her to grant ſomething to the Repentance of ſo 
tender a Lover, Who was upon the point of delivering her 
from all her Grievances, by freeing her from a Captivity, of 
which he perhaps had been but the innocent Cauſe. She 
 anſwer'd ſeemingly. in Anger, that ſue valu'd her Liberty 
no longer, and had rather return to the Baſſa, than to go 
away with a Man whom ſhe hated mortally. Aſen was in 
great Perplexity ; however be did not deſpair of her yield. 
55 laſt to the Tears and Prayers of a Lover; if ſne wou d 
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PRIDE oblig'd. her to hold out a-while, and make 2 
chew of Reſiſtance, that ſhe might ſurrender in form. She 
was pleas'd that m ſolicited in favour of the Marquis 
and was; willing to pardon him at his Requeſt, if he cou 1d 
clear himſelf in; a tulerahle Degree of the Treacheries the had 
ſuſfer d. But this requir d a long Diſcourſe; and: Aſſen told 
the Agas that if he purposſd to execute the Deſign he had 
mention d to him they. muſt;, not ſtay. till the Night was 
farther ſpent; becauſe they were, oblig d before Break of 
Day, to be at the Cape of Carthage, where his Brigantine 
waited for them. Beyran anſwer d it was impoſſible to get 
out of the Caſtle that Night, becauſe not above two Hours 
280, the Spies they had in the Baſſas Camp had brought. 
Word; that he had been the Night he fore in the Town; 
upon which: the Dey had forbidden. any. Perſon, to. be ſuf- 
fer'd to paſs aut, or in, till it was Day... Laura and. [en 
were ſur priz d at this Newys, and thereby. judg d: what a 
Hazard- the Baſſa had run. Berau finding his beautiful 
Eleonora ſomewhat gentler, was for improving. ſo favou - 
rable a beginning. ta p her quite;, but tho! ſhe ſaw 
him mighyly- ide, ſna oſſen d Vialenre to hen inward 
Motions, which. pleaded. in» his Behalf,, and wou'd not diſ- 
cover. to him the leaſt Mitigation. Aſen, who. concluded 
it would require one Night's Space to diſpoſe her to a tho- 
rough Reconciliation, ask d the Aga if he did not think it 
proper to withdraw, leſt if they were ſeen to come away 
fo late from Lauma, it might afford Cauſe of Suſpicion. 


The Aga told him there was: nothing. to fear; and that 


he having 2 patticular Power from : tha Dey to. ſtay there 
35 long as he pleas d, whatever, ſneu d be. ad of it wou d 
6gnify nothing. | However Lama who inclin d. more to 

Aſen : Opinion, enjain d him, tho not without ſome Dif- 
fculty, to netire. The Aga; obeyd her Order very, reſpect- 


fully, and intreatad her to permit him at leaſt, to hope for 


an abſolute Pardon, if he could make appear to her, that 
he was innocent in referante ta: Alnbenſo. She wou d not 


— 
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her Heirt betray's” her. Beyran kiſi'd one of her Hand, 
which ſhe cou'd not refuſe him; and be left her full of 
this Evening's Adventure, with which fhe entertain'd her. 
ſelt the reft of the Night. She knewy net what to imagine 
of the Fortune of Boran, who ſhe beliey'd had turn'd Tur 
out of Deſpair. The Tears then flow'd' from her Eyes, and 
ſhe was ſenſible, that if as be bad told her, fhe had been 
betray'd by her Woman, and he had had no Hand in the 
infamous Action of Alphonſo, as in reality it was very im. 
probable he ſhou'd, ſhe ought to love him more than ever, 
and forgive him his Adventure with the Vice-Queen, tho 
that was ſo nice a Point that ſhe cou'd not think of it 
without ſighing. een n eee ee 
AsSsEN found that what the Aga had told him wa 
true, and not being able to go out of the Caſtle, he lay in 
his Apartment, where this pretended Renegade provided 
| him a Bed; but they ſpent the whole Night in conver- 
fing. ſen had an extreme Curioſity to know the Hiſtory 
of the Marquis, having already heard that of Laura. He 
put him therefore upon it as ſoon as they were alone. The 
ga, who thought he ſhou'd need his Aſſiſtance to make 
bis Peace with Laura, readily comply'd 5 and underſtanding 
he had been partly inform'd by Laura, he proceeded to 
relate to him, what had not come to her Knowledge, and 


* 
v 


thus began. 0 . 
Ar my Arrival at Naples, meeting with the Vice-Roy's 
Son, whom I way formerly acquainted'with, we renew d 
our Friendſhip, which by the Conformity of our | Ape, 
rather than from Inclination, 'was pretty cloſe. He car- 
ry'd me to the Court, and judging it neceſſary for 3 
Stranger to be a little inſtructed in the Situation of it, he 
gave me an Account of the prineipal Intrigues or Amours, 
and even began with intruſting to my Confidence the 
Love he had for the beautiful Zleonors, expecting that 
J ſhou'd aſſiſt him in it. T'faw her, and preſently felt 

in myſelf that I ſhoud not long be Miphonſo's Friend, 

without becoming bis Rival. 1 was ſorry: for- it; I _ 


general, that ſhe diſlik d. She 
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chd myſelf with this Treachery: But of what uſe 
are Reproaches againſt Love? I esu d not reſiſt the Charms 
of Eleonora, and ſhou'd have taken a Reſolution from that 
Moment to love her, if the Vice · Queen had not poiſon d 
my Heart with all that cou'd prevent me from it. She 
ſhew'd me a great deal of Complaiſance, which I attribu- 
ted to the Friendſhip her Son had for me; and having 
tound me one Day very penſive, ſhe ask'd me whether 
1 wou'd own the Cauſe of my Melancholy if ſhe gueſs'd 
it, and cou'd be ſerviceable to me in it? I affur'd her I 
wou'd; upon which ſhe told me, that 1 had the Fate of 
many other unfortunate Lovers, who cou'd not behold 
Eleonora without being touch'd with her Charms. I 
was ftrangely ſurpriz'd to find, that a Paſſion which I 
bad hardly yet entertain d in my Breaſt, was already known 
by the Vice-Queen, and cou'd not comprehend! how ſhe 
had diſcover d a Secret, which I intended ſhou'd not be 
divulg'd, but when I cou'd hide it no longer, It was 
not in my Power to deny it; for my Anxiety declar'd 
it too well, I anſwer'd, that indeed -I had not been 
able to reſiſt the Influence of this lovely Damſel, and 
that the only Vexation I had in it, was from the Con- 
ſideration I ought to have for Don Alphonſo, her Son, 


and my Friend, She reply'd, that a Paſſion, which was 


not in one's Power, was to be pity'd rather than blam d; 
and that her Son had too much Senſe: to reſent that in 
me, which he himſelf experienced ſo ſeverely: But ſhe 


fear'd, I hou'd not be more fortunate than he; that how- 
ever, to: keep her Word with me, as I had kept mine 


with her, ſhe was willing to let me fee, that my Inte- 


reſt was dearer to her than even her Son's; but ſhe cou'd. 


not promiſe to be ſucceſiful, fince ſhe knew the Temper of 
the Lady, who had an Inſenfibility not to be ſurmoun- 
ted: That ſhe wou'd mention me to her the fame Day, 
and ſhou'd obſerve, whether I might hope to be well. 
receiv'd; and whether it was ſome Man, or all Men in: 
appointed me alſo to: be, 
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at ten a Clock et Night,.in che great Walk: af the Gar- 
den, where ſhe. wou'd, meet me, and give me an Ac- 
count of her N jon. I went thither to expe her, 
She came: according. ta, her Promiſe, and braught with 
her. a: yquog Lady. who, was her Confident: 1 gave her 
my Hand, to conduc. her to a little Arbor, which was 
before; us, trembling for fear ſhe had nothing favourable 
toi tell me. I ſoon found it by. her. Countenance, My 
poor 3 aid, ſne to me, you. arg not more far 
tunate than the zeſt. , The Heart of this Beauty is inac- 
 (cafſibles. and if you did but know the Gd Deſcription. 
the. made of you, you wou'd, be convinced all Applia- 
tion thera, wou d be in vain. You. may believe, that 
what- 1 Gy. is nat to binder, your Purſuit; but becauſe 1 

ſhou'd: haue ſume Regret, that ſuch. 3. young Gentleman 

as you ara, Whoſe Qualities, are worthy any. Woman's 
-Bftcew, ſhau'd; ſuffer a. Diſappeintment. This Graciouſ: 
"nals of the Vice-Queep wou'd . bare . appear'd ſuſpicious 
to me, if what ſhe. told me had not pgreed., with the 
Rumour of the whole; Court, that Bleanora vras inſenſible 
to. Love. | I knew it was not the Congern ſhe. had for 
ber Son's Iaclination, made her ſpeak after this. manner, 
She. did not lone him enough. for 1 SY, and beſides, the 
DComplaiſance ſhe ſhew'd. me, was a. ſufficient Proof of 
the: contrary. If 1 had, not been heedleſs, 1 might have 
imagin d, it was for berſclt ſhe ſpoke, and. that the, Coun- 
- ſhe. gave me, to abandon, the Sentiments 1 had. for 
+ Bleonors, was only for. her own Sake; But I was ſo o- 
verwhelm d, that IL was not capable of any Reflegtion. 
She was 2. Woman of is. much. Addreſs and Inſinuation 
as any in the Warld;. and making uſe of the Power the 
bad over my Mind, ſhe not only — me to, refift this 
Paſſions, hut enabled. me-to, reſolve to ſuppreſs it entirely, 
Ende it cou di be attended only. with a fatal;Eyent. I thought 
-it was neceſſary; to find, quy ſame. other Beauty, ta amuſe 
my. Heart; but; where-eyer” I look d, either at the Court or 
"Elſewhere, I fa nothing that cou d make me forget one 
5 — Moment 
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Mameat-the; Charms of the begutiful-Z/eavorn, The Vice- 
Queen, who after that Night had: ſaid. ao more to me on 
that Subject, ſeting me ono Morning alone. in her Chamber, 
where her Son hed-juſkileft- me, ask dme laughing, Whe- 
ther J had put her Advies; in Practice, and; whether I had 
receiv'd any Benefit: from her Caunſel? In, order to that, 
Madam, faid I; L muſt have the ſame Command over my 
Mind, that you bave; aver, yours, or find; in ſome. other 
Perſon, what has charm d me in Eleonora; for hwing begun 
ta love with ſo/ much Ardor, ; muſt. ſeek an Object on 
which tu place my Paſſion; and for this · I. am- utterly, at 


a Loſs.” This Diſcourſe wou d not have been very obliging 
do her, if- ſhe could have thought her ſalf included in it. 


But the good: Opinion ſhe had of her own! Perſon, and the 
Reſpe& L owid her, placing her above ſuch a Surmiſe, my 
Words did not diſpleaſe her: On: the. contrary, quite raviſh'd 
with Joy, that after Blennsra, I. fund no other Beauty, at 
Court, that was capable af touching, me, ſne told me ſmi- 
ling; that ſhe-wou'd find me a: Perſon, every way wortby 


to engage a Man of Honour, and that: ſhe! was well aſſur d, 


I fhou d not be of another Opinion. I thank d her, and ſaid, 
E did not doubt but. ſnhe wou d make a proper Choice; but 
that: L wou'd'not abuſe her Goodneſs; That ſhe had been 
pleas d to uſe her Intereſt for me with Eleonora; but the 
Reſpect I amid hen would: not permit mo to let her take 
this new: Trouble upon her, She reply d, that things of 
this Kind were a Diverſion to; het. That ſhe. would not 


ſee me dorrowfuly, and:knowing my Merit, ſhe would have 


a: great deal of Satisfaction, in employing herſelf for me, 
and: in leaving me nothing to wiſh! for at her Court. 

ALI. this was ſpoken with ſo-iagenuous- an Air, and 
ſo full of Kindneſs, that I was charm'd withꝭ it; and I was 
Juſt going to anſwer, ſhe might find in herſelf, what ſhe 


| promis'd- menelſewhere,. Io Truths, the Bloom of Yauth 
 Excepied, ſhe: was certainly: one. of the fineſt" Women. of the 


il, and I. was: willing Gsft to ſee the Lady the Vice. 
5 | Queen 
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Queen deſign'd for me. I-begg'd her not to make me lan- 
iſh; becauſe I was an impatient Lover, She aſſur'd me, 
ſhou d hear from her the ſame Day, and-that I had on: | 
* to prepare myſelf to be deeply in Love, 

COMPANY coming in interrupteÞ us, and gave me 
an Opportunity to withdraw. I went and pafs'd the Re- 
mainder of the Morning, in refle&ing on all ſhe had: ſaid 
to me, and gueſſing which of her Friends was moſt likely 
to. be the Perſon ſhe wou d chuſe: But I was not able to 
think on any one who was capable of fixing my Affecti- 
on. After Dinner Þ went twenty times to Court, to ſee 
if ſhe had any News, Sbe -laugh'd-at my Eagerneſs, and 
told me at laſt, that Hour was not up, for the Day was 
not yet over; but that I ſhou'd go home and wait pati. 
eritly; and that when the proper time was come, I ſhou'd 
have Advice. I did ſo, and when Night came, and I heard 
nothing from her, I really belie vd ſhe jeſted with me, and 
could not forbear returning to the Palace, where I was in- 
orm d the vice- Queen was gone to viſit à Lady of her 

Acquaintance. - I concluded · it was the Lady. ſhe ſpoke to 
me of, and the rather becauſe that having enquir'd after 
the Lady's Name and her Lodgings, no body cou'd 16- 
ſalve me either: This Precaution fully perſuaded me ſhe 
was gone thither on my Account; and that ſhe. had kept 
this Viſit-a Secret, only to conceal my Love, and that it 
might not be known at Court, ſne had ſo. much Com- 
Plaiſance for me as to be my Conſiden. 

1 return d home as faſt as I could, as if I was W 
of all theſe Truths, and in reality I was not much mi- 
ſtaken; for I preſently receiv d the following Letter from 
the Vice-Queen, ag wr a or hog oe whe Was attended 
by two- Chairs, | 


| Tas. devs 8 All nay: think 7 RR be 
jour Ex pectation, After this you mii own I am very much 
- your Friend; All the Achnowledgment I require of you. is, 
: * ot mate me 4 Ne . 2 
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bring her 4 Heart full of Ardeney and Zeal. Pray ſee thas 
you fulfill my Words. 1 ſhall never forgive you while I live, 
if you once decei us me. Ton need only to follow the Woman, 
who delivers this Letter to you, wi Noiſe and without 
Servants: For you go to 4 Place of Safety. be eh hy 


IF this had come from any other Hand, I ſhould cer» 
tainly have caus'd ſome of my Servants to have accompa- 
ny'd me at a Diſtance: But as it came from the Vice- 
Queen, there was no room for Suſpicion; and all I thought 
of it was, that being of a gay Humour, ſhe had. a. mind 
to pay me ſome merry Trick: 80 I prepar d myſelf. to 
hugh with her fincerely, I went into one of the Chairs, 
and follow'd the Woman who was in the other. They car- 
ryd us a pretty way, into a.retir'd Part of the Town, and 
then ſopp'dz and the Woman who was my Guide, ba- 
ving diſmifs'd them, we walk'd ſome Paces, and found 
ourſelves at laſt before a very handſome Houſe. I have ſince 
been told, that it belong'd to one of her Women, who 
was her Confident. It was this Woman who was my 
Guide, and having open'd the Door ſhe made me go in 
without Noiſe, here I. aw neither Servants. nor Light. 
All this ſurpriz d me, and only convinced me the more, 
"that it was a Contrivance for a little Mirth. I ſaid nothing; 
but reſolv d, in caſe things did not go according to my Fan- 
cy, to ſhare the Rallery with thoſe who had a mind to di- 
vert themſelves at my Coſt. In fine, this Woman taking 
me by the Hand led me thro' a Hall, which was all in 
Darkneſs, and from thence into a Chamber, where there 
were two- large Tapers burning. It feem'd- a handſome 
Room; but what was moſt. ſurprizing, was the Sight of 
2 beautiful Lady, who lying negligently on a very fine Bed, 
ſeem'd to be aſleep, with ber Headcloaths pull'd down over 
her Face. I then repented of the Judgment I had made of 
the Vice-Queen, ſeeing this was an Adventure in earneſt.” I 
percciy'daorthing in this Lady but what was charming ; and 


to 
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to ſpeabb the Trutin this was the only Moment that 
forger- tie Beautiful Biaommu from the Time I began to 
ble her, Sbe was in an-Undrefs,. but magniſicent beyond 
what can expreſs Þ had not ſeem any thing like it zt 
Court, and therefore could not tell: what to . canjecture, 
The Richneſs of the- Attite, as. wellias: vahat 1: could: diſco, 
yer of the Perſon, made me ſenſible it could not be 3 
Woman of ordinary 'Quality'; but I could | gueſs: no far. 
thier; 1 drew near her; and the amorous: Impatience | 
was in to know: who ſhe: Was, not permitting me: ta uſe 
many Ceremonies, I put one Knee on the Ground, and 
talking one oß hen Hands, which ſhe: ſuſſer d me to kiſs. 
It was rightly done, Madam, ſaid I to her, to make mt 
Anguiſh the whole Day, for it was not reaſonable that 
ſich a Happineſs as this ſhould coſt me nuthing, I ex- 
pected an Anſwer, and: ſo to have known: her by her 
Voice, but ſhe ſaid nothing. I intreated her, that: it ſhe 
Had-reſvly'd not to let herſelf be ſeen, ſhe would at leak 
do me the Favour to ſay ſomething to me. My: Prayer 
wail dime nothing; I made freſh Inſtances; and told he 
Uns was not what had boon promis d me, and that it might 
 perkaps induee me: alſo! not to; keep my; Word: That if 
1-treught with me- 2 Heart fill & with Vehemence of: Love, 

I muſt ſte a Lady of Wit and much Beauty: Phat: hitherto 
Me had only rais'd! my-Curiofity, but if:fhe would vinipit 
Was talking after this mannes;. I/ heard.” ber laugh to her- 
e which omboldend me to lift up her Head-dloaths; 
hut ſhe repulsd me yet {0 gently, that I did: not think l 
Mould ineur her: Diſpleaſure, if 1 puſh'd: my Temerity a 
'Jitele further, There was: no Body; in the Room but vs 
two without doubt the Conſidont had'receiv'd fuck: Or- 
ders from the Dady. At laſt upon my Importunity ſhe 
"put aſide ber Pinners: But how great was my, Surprizr, 
when I ſaw ãt was the Vice · Qeen herſelf! Well, Sir, {aid 
ſho bluſbings are you pleav'd' witit. your. good Furtune 
a4 halt l Bes be too. preſuming in Even of myfeif 1 
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1 obſery'd little Frecaution in ſteing Eluvora, but 
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imagine I am capable of making; you forget all othar Beaue 
12251 anſwerd her more like a Courtier than a Perſon 
much in Love. However ſne approv'd it. But withaut 
proceeding further in the Recital of this Converſation, I 


| ſhall only tell you, that having paſcd two or three: Hauns 


with her, I went back by the ſame Way E had come, and. 
ſhe reti d to the Palace, | 32 
THE next Day I faw her as uſually, and this Come 
merce continu'd for ſome Time; but it did not oure me 
of my firſt Love. Her Son, with hem 1 had 
Reaſons to preſorve a good Correſpondence, expreie'd more 
Friendſhip to me than 1 deſir d. He was not con- 
tented to have communicated” to me all the Secrets of his 
Heart, but wou d needs have me ſpeak: for him · to Elas- 
nora, hoping more from the Mediation of ſuch a Friend as 
myſelf, thin from all hisown Aſſiduities and Addreſſes. I did 
ſo. ; and no doubt but ſhe has informed you, that ſnhe gave 
me to underſtand” 1 ſhould ſucceed” better if I ſpoke for 
myſelf, than for him. It was then, that thought my- 
ſelf the moſt unhappy Man in the World, for having be- 
hev'd what the Vice-Queen had told me, ' whoſe Candutt- 
had made me but too ſenſible of the Intereſt ſhe had there- 
in. 1 deſign'd from that Moment to: leave her, and in- 
tirely purſue my firſt Paſſion. But to prevent the Vice- 
Queens knowing it, becauſe ſhe might create me ſome 
Trouble, L thought it adviſable to diſſtmble a little, and 
withdraw trom her inſenſibly, without returning on the 


ſudden to Eleonora: But how difficult a Thing is id to 


conceal a Paſſion from a jealous and ſharp-ſfighted Woman! 
She perceiv'd' it even before Þ had ſaid any Thing of it, 
that I was relaps'd' to Eleovora. There was no Reproach 
which ſhe did not make me; and her Tears ſueceeding her 
Reproaches, I pretended to renew my Tæal to her, in or- 
der to conduct her Mind the better. A neglected Miſtreſs 


. e any Thing; and nothing is ſo dangerous as 
ou 


s Woman driven to Extremity. From that Time 
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it when the Vice · Queen was preſent : But all my Artifioe 
were in vain; ſhe ſaw thro' them all, and could diſtin. 
guiſh fo well a Feint from a Reality, that ſhe ſeem'd to 
enter into my moſt ſecret Thoughts. In a Word, one 
Day as I was walking with her in the Garden, ſhe told 
me, we had both ſuffer'd too l to no purpoſe; I, in 
uſing Violence to myſelf to. conceal my ! from her; 
and the, in endeavouring to be belov'd againſt the Diſpo- 
fitien of my Heart: That ſhe .perceiv'd that what 1 did, 
was only to obſerve ſome Decorum with her, who had had 
ſome Complaiſance for me; but it was proper to put an 
End to our common Perplexity ; and in order to begin 
the firſt, ſhe aſſurd me, ſhe would no longer oppoſe the 
Inclinatien of my Heart; but wou d let it wander where 
it would, and that I might believe her, when ſhe own'd 
that Lleonora was a young Lady, by whom I might hope 
not only to be well receiv'd,. but even loy'd. I did not 
however give too much Credit to theſe Words, which 
came from too ſuſpected a. Party, for me to flatter my- 
ſelf upon them. But when out of an Exceſs of Goodneſs, 
the added, that to ſhew me ſhe was more my Friend, than 
I: hid Reaſon to imagine, ſhe was willing to contribute 
more than any one to my Satisfaction, and would get the 
Vice-Roy to write, to Eleonora's Father, to perſuade him 
to give me his Daughter : I could not, in the ſecret Joy 
with vyhich I was preſently tranſported, forbear, expreſſing 
the warmeſt Gratitude. . She told me that by her Father's 
Anſwer I ſhould. ſee ſhe had puſh'd. ray Intereſt heartily. She 
made good her Promiſe ; and after the Letter ſhe had pre- 
vail'd- with the Vice-Roy to write: on that Account, I no 
longer doubted but my Happineſs would be accompliſh'd, 
This News. was alſo .confirm'd. to me by ZEleonora,. and I 
had the Pleaſure to ſee that it gave her equal Pleaſure, A 
Meſſenger had been ſent on purpoſe to Genoa; I was every 
Moment in a thouſand Anxieties; and Eleonora being aſſur d 


of the Sueceſs of the Vice · Roy s Mediation, who had an 
of 


the. 


irreſiſtible Intereſt: with ber Facher, and being ſeaſible 
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te Pain J endur'd while I waited for his Reſolution, could 
not refuſe to admit a Viſit from a Favourite Lover, which 
I'begg'd of her, with a Promiſe of my Faith, and giving 


' her my Word of Honour, with all the moſt ſerious Oaths. 


The Hour was fix d, and the Place was to be her Chamber. 
Forgive me, dear Aſen, a few Sigbs at the Remembrance 
of that Day, which being intended for a Day of the high- 
eſt Joy and Love, provd the "ſaddeſt and moſt fatal in 
n 0 

NIGHT came; and when I thought myſelf on the 
Point of poſſeſſing fo great a Happineſs, Claricia, Eleonora's 
Chamber- Maid, in whom ſhe had the greateſt Confidence, 
brought me a Letter, which I will ſhew you, and which 
by good Fortune I have preſerv d till now. The Aga then 
drew a little Purſe out of his Pocket, and taking out the 


Letter, read it to Aſſen, 78 


VA in the utmoſt Deſpair, my dear Hippolito, that I am 

forced to break our Appointment ; but an unlucky Acci- 
dent, which has juſt happen d to me, and which I cannot ace 
quaint you with, will for ſome Days retard our mutual Hap- 
pirneſs. It is highly mortifying to me, as well as to you, as 
you may eaſily believe; but continue ſtill to love me, and 
Love will furniſh us with Opportunities enough. Alias. 


As I had never, receiv'd any Letter from Eleonora, and 
therefore did not know her Writing, it was no hard Mat- 
ter for Clayicia to make me believe this came from ber. I 
ask d her what was the Matter with her Miſtreſs ; No- 
thing, aid ſhe laughing. the is only a little indiſpos'd To- 
night. T thought I underſtood what ſhe meant, and did 
not preſs her to ſay any more ; when one of the Vice- 
Queen's Pages, who found me on the Stairs of the Palace, 
came and told me his Lady defir'd to ſpeak with me. I 
would have been glad to have been excus'd from this Vi- 
fit ; but not knowing what Pretence to alledye, and being 
bo near her ; after a little Pauſe, I follow'd the Page, whe 

| conducted 


conducted me into her Chamber, where ſhe. waited: for 
I found. her at her Toilet ; the Vice-Roy. was gone out 
of Town; and as ſoon as ſhe ſaw. me, the reproach'd. me, 
that of late I ſtrangely neglected her, that fhe could hardly 
ſee, me ones 2 Day among the Croud: That I ought at 
leaſt out of Civility, if not aut of Gallantry, when ſhe 
was alone to honour ber, with my Company. My. Heart 
was not diſpos d to return her ſo courtly an Anſwer, as l 
ſhould have made at another Time; however what 1 faid 
had; nothing in it that was diſobliging,, The: Vice-Queen 
was not diſſatiafy d. 1 found her that Night in the gayeſt 
| — in which I bad ever ſeen. her; — wy Conver- 
ion riſing by degrees, ſhe. oblig d me to me part 
of the Night with her. 1 a ta ber to be a. 2 
penſive; ſhe rebuk d me for it, and I excus d myſelf on 
my having paſs'd the Night before at Play. She deſir d 
me to repoſa myſelf on her Bed, and I accepted her Offer, 
and. fell aſlecp immediately. I had ſcarcely ſlept two Hours, 
when. waking om the ſudden, by the Light of a. Tapcr 
which. was. held before my Eyes, the firſt Object which 
preſented. it ſelf to me, da. Zbovera, with a Poniard in 
her Hand, which: ſhe . was juſt going to plunge into my 
Breaſt, ib Don, Aglanſo bad. not held her. Arm. You may 
imagine my Aſtoniſnment. I could not tell whether what 
T aw. was not a Dream: But my Rival had ſeiz d the 
Poniard, to execute himſelf what he before had prevented; 
the lovely. Elaauana hold him in her Turn, and I ran to my 
Arms, and put myſelt upon my Defence againſt him. 
The Vies Queen flung herſelf. betwern us, almoſt dead, 
and endeavaur'd to pam us. She. had like to: have been 
killd by her on Son, who ſeum d to have a' Deſign: + 
gainſt: her, as well as agaiaſt ma. I happily ſav'd her 
two ar three Times.; and having plac'd my ſelf before her, 
him ruſh ues my S word., which piexced-thro' him before 
N Exe. IL h fall eo the Ground, end at this: Ac. 
Dine | 
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cident I was ftruck: with Horror, foreſeeing the dreadful 
Conſequences. of ſuch. a Misfortune. I turn'd to his un- 
happy Mother, to know of her what ſhe defign'd to do, 
and ſaw ſhe was fainting away: This affected me fo deep- 
ly, that I ſtood without Motion, wiſhing a thouſand Times 
for Death. But Neceſſity preſſing, me to withdraw, LI 
went into Eleonora's Chamber, to ſee her once more, and 
expire at her Feet, if ſhe deſir d my Life, and I could by 
that Means expiate my Fault; but not finding her there, 
L went out of the Palace unobſerv d. My Deſign at firſt 
was to go to Sicily; and as I was looking out for a Fe- 
lucca, I met Claricia, who ran up and down the Port, 
all in Tears. I knew her, and ask'd her whither ſhe was 
going, and what ſhe wanted, Ah-!.my Lord, faid ſhes. 
I. was ſecking my Miſtreſs,, who has. juſt embarled, as the 
Mariners tell me, in a Veſſel which ſet fail. a quarter of an 
Hour ago for Barcalona. This News. ſtrangely. ſurpriz d 
me; I took the firſt Felucca I could get. Clarisia was: 
very glad to go along with me, in order to follow her: 
Miſtreſs, or rather to get out of a Caurt, where. ſhe had 
Reaſon to fear every; Thing, after tha Diſorders: which had. 
happen d there. I put her on Board; and as it was a 
Calm, we were in hopes to reach Barce/ana, before: Elea - 
nora 's Veſſel, the Name of which L had taken daven,, ta- 
gether with, the Owner's. My Mind till then had. been 1a. 
diſtracted with Grief and Deſpair, that J had nat. been 
able to make the leaſt Reflection on theſe. Misfortunes; but: 
as foon as. we were out at Sea, I began to ponder theſe fatal 
Incidents ; and the more I try d to unravel them, the more 
I found myſelf .embarraſs'd,, eould nat conceive. by. 
what Chance Eleonora and 4lphonſo- ſhould. meet together 
to ſurprize! ma in the Vice: Queen's Chamber, unleſs we 
had been betray d, or that Dan. Anlunſo was more in Elec 
nora Fwour than E believ'id.. 1 
IN the, mean time, Claricia, found herſelf very ill in. 
the Felucea; whether it was the Efe& of hen Fright, ar: 
fro. the Sickneſs of the Sen, I could nat tell, Hen yy 
N increas 
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increas d at the Relation I gave her of the Death of Don 
Alphonſo ; and. her Agitations baving given me ſome $yf. 
picion, I ask'd her ſeveral Queſtions concerning what ha 
happen'd, to which ſhe anſwer'd with an Air of Perplexi. 
ty, which made me judge ſhe had a greater Hand in this 
Melancholic Aﬀair than I had thought. As ſhe' grew 
worſe and worſe, I would not preſs her any farther, re. 
ferring to another Time to be better inform'd by her. We 
arriv'd at Barcelona, where I could learn no News of the 
_ Veſſel in which Eleonora embark' d. However as there 
were ſeveral Merchants who were concern d in it, I re- 
ſolvd to have Patience, and to wait for its coming in. 

DURING this Time, Claricia was reduced to the 
utmoſt Extremity, and paſt all Hopes of Recovery. See- 
ing herſelf near her End, fhe ſent for me; and having de. 
fir'd me'to put every Body out of the Room, ſhe declar'd, 
that having been corrupted by Don Alpbonſo, ſhe had ſeryd 
him with her Miſtreſs againſt me; and that having over- 
heard ſome Part of my laſt Converſation with Eleonora, 
ſhe preſently acquainted my Rival with it, who tranſported 
with Rage and Deſpair reſolv'd to hinder our Defign at any 
Rate, and turn it to his own Advantage. Accordingly he 
oblig'd her to write'a_ Letter, and carry it to me, as from 
her Miftreſs : That Do Alphonſo being inform'd by her of 
the Hour and Manner I was to come to Eleonora's Cham - 
ber, embraced the Opportunity, and got into it without 
Difficulty 3 and what paſs d afterwards ſhe did not know: 
But in a few Hours hearing the Claſhing of Swords, ſhe 
ran thither, and' found her Miſtreſs in great Diſorder, pre- 
paring to' be gone'; that ſhe would fain have attended her, 
ut could not obtain that Favour : Hearing the Noiſe in- 
creaſe in the Vice-Queen's Chamber, ſhe was ſeiz d with 
Fear, and made her Efcape to that Side of the Port where 
T had found her. Here ſhe burſt into Tears, begg'd of me 
to pardon ber a Crime, the Regret of which coſt Her her 
Life, She faid no more, and two Hours after expir d. I 
| ſhall not trouble you with the different Emotions with 


which 
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1 which I was agitated during the Relation of this perfidi- 
of. ous: Wretch: But the Image of Death, which I ſaw plain- 


.in ber Face, made me reſolve not to torture her, in her 
aſt Moments. As for Don Alphonſo, I have wiſh'd a 
thouſand times that he were ſtill living, not thinking this 
Treachery ſufficiently puniſh'd by a fingle Death. _. 
05 TO compleat my Affliction, there came News that 
the Veſſel which we expected, had periſh'd at Sea: which 
he was confirm'd to us by ſeveral Advices, which we receiv'd 
from different Places. I ſhall not tell you all the Extrava- 


2 nces it made me commit; I am ſtill ſeiz d with Horror 

when I reflect on it. They who were near me could 
K think of no other Remedy, to bring me to myſelf, than 
8 to tell me Sea-News was not always certain; that I ought 
. to wait for farther Intelligence, ſince very ofren Ships 


4 which were thought to be loſt, came fafe into Port : And 
ſome which were ſuppos d to be caſt away, were taken 
by the Tura. If this did not wholly comfort me, it ſerv'd 
at leaſt to afford me ſome Glimmering of Hope, and to make 
me undertake a Voyage by Sea, to viſit all the Ports of the 
Levant, till I could get ſome Tidings of the Veſſel I ſought after. 
THE Aga having finiſh'd bis Hiſtory. ; Aſſen told him 
he was mightily pleas d for his fake, that Things had hap- 
pen d after another manner than Eleonora had imagin'd ; 
that it would be no hard Matter to reconcile her, when 
ſhe ſhould be inform'd of the Treachery of her Chamber- 
Maid ; That he ought not to wonder at her Anger againſt 
him, ſince ſhe did not know the leaſt Syllable of what he 
had now related ; and was ſo ignorant of the Contrivance, 
as to ſuſpect him of having acted in concert with Don 
Alphonſo to betray her. O Heaven! is it poſſible, cry d 
Hippolito, ſhe could do ſo great an 1 to my Love? 
And tho' I had not lov'd her ſo much as 1 really did, has 
ſhe ſo mean a Thought of me, as to think me capable of 
ſa. foul a Baſeneſs? When Appearances are againſt us, ſaid 
Aſſn. and there is, nothing to juſtifie us, we are caſil 
condemu d; What wou'd you have a Maiden think, 0p 
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being diſhonourid by the Son, finds yon in the Arms d 


be Mother, but that he ſacrifices the one to you, that yu 
may abandon the other to him ? Ah, {ev ! reply d th 
Aga Gghbing,/ilet us not nevive what is paſs d. How inns. 
little guilty on the other ; but extenvate the Crime as much 
as you can before Eleonora; or rather ſay .norhing to be 
about it, and · only endeavour to diſabuſe ber of the unjut 
Ideas ſhe has had of me ; and be perſuaded that where ey 
I am, I ſhall not be ungrateful for the Services you ſhall do 
me with her. I believe, added he, that ſhe has ſpoke 
enough to you of me, for you not to be ignorant Who! 
am; and if the Condition ſhe is now in, or any other 
Reaſon, (ſhould have made her coneeal from you her Birth, 
and ſome: of thoſe Particulars which might render ter 
more worthy of the Toal you haue for her, if you pleaf:, 
Iwill interm you. Aſen thank d him; and laughing tol 
him, he had been acquainted with her too long, not to 
know all that he would impart to him, and that he coul 
tell him more of her Birth and Family than any Perſam 
wiring. At which che Aga, in a great Surprize, intreauul 
Him not c hide it from him; not being able to compte 
bend how a Tink, a8 he was, ſhould have ſo long, and 
d imimate a Knowledge:of ſuch af, ady as · Reonara. Upon 
[which ov related to him- his Hiſtory, and ſame Part of 
-what had befallen him at Gs. 
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Ix ͤ was already Day, when fern concluded his Dil. 
-eourſe, wlich made them think of coming to a Reſolui 
non the-Delign they at Form d, and on the Means to 
get Laura = ws foreplay the Gaſtle. Several Expedients oc- 
curr d to their Minds, bat few that were not very hazar: 
dous ; and the they tere the two Perſons who cou d belt 
manage an-Afair ot chis mature, the one having full Power 
over Tauras Guards, and the other aver the Garriſon of 
the Caftle ; yet all Things wrere ſo ſtrictly examin'd thro 
the Vigilance of the Subaltenn Officers, to wham the Dey 
n. 
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mended continually to keep a ſevere Watch, and {ſuffer no- 
thing to enter, or go out, till they had ſcarch'd it per- 
257 that they had — Reafon to make ſure of their 
Meaſures, and to be ſolieit — — the Succeſs. At laſt 
Aſen thought of a Stratagem, by fo much the left likely 
95 ciſcover d, as it was cover d with an Appearance of 


Religion. It vas this: A Soldier of the Caſtle, who dy d 
the Night before, was that Day to be buried, He pro- 


pos d therefore to ſhut the Corps up in a' Chamber, and 
to cauſe Laumm to be carry d out in the Coffin. The Aga 
agreed this Invention was without Danger; but he doubted 
very much whether Laara would not ſtartle at it, and 
have a Reluctance to put herſelf into a Machine of fo fatal 
a Uſe. Neyertheleſs, after they had confulted a long 
time together, they found this was not only the beſt, but 
indeed the only way from which they could promiſe them- 
ſelyes a good Iſſue, but to fave Eleonora the Uneaſinefs the 
might have at it, they agreed to mention it only as an or- 
dinary Cheſt. This being concluded, Aſſen, who was to 
go and ſee her that Morning, undertook to break it to her, 
and make her approve it, while the Apa ſhould give Or- 
ders not to bury the Corps till late in the Evening, which 
depended on his" pleiſurr. 'He recommended to Aſen to 
be mindful of his Affatrs, and Juftific him to his Miſtreſs ; 
and in order thereto he gave bim Claricia's Letter; and af- 
ter ſeveral reciprocal Marks of Friendſhip and Civility, they 
parted, in order to meet at the time of Dining at Aſſen's 
Houſe, that their long Conferences might not give Suſpi- 
con to des ebe Sante who were exvemcly diſtruſt 


''LAUR A, who had been difturb'd' all Night with fe- 
veral forts of Dreams, was oyerjoy'd'to ſee ſen come ſo 
early. Well, dear Aſn, ſaid ſhe, ſhall we be able to free 
our ſelves from our Chains, and muſt we of Neceſſity 
take that Traytor along with us ? That Traytor, Madam, 
reply'd Aſen, is the Manet and moſt paſſionate Lover 
in the World. Ah! 1 foreſaw, ſaid ſhe, that be would 
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corrupt even your. Fidelity. I am but too ſenlihle of the 
Power he has over Hearts, 'when he has a mind to. pain 


them, Do not be in ſuch haſte, Madam, reply d the Dok, 
to condemn a. Man before you have heard him. An 


what can he ſay, to me, ery d ſhe. interrupting him, tha 


can diſprove what I ſaw? Did I not find him with the 
Vice · Queen? Was it not he that aſſiſted the Traytor Da 
Alphonſo to deceive: me 7 No indeed, Madam, faid 4{m, 
and permit me if you to tell you, that you know 
| him too well, and that be lov'd you too much, to be cx 
pable of ſuch an Action. And that you may have no doubt 
upon the matter, added he, ſbowing Her Claricia's Letter, 
ſee whether you know that Hand. It is my Chamber. 
Maid's, ſaid ſhe, ſomething ſurpriz'd ;. Read it, purſu'd be, 
— — will diſcern from whence the Treaſon came. 
Laura began to read it; and had hardly done, when her 
Heart ſoften d, either for the Injuſtice ſhe had done Hijjo 
lito, or at the Neri by a Servant 
in whom ſhe confided, and ſhe. could no longer retain her 
r. Jaſt Powers, cry d ſhe, will you ſuffer ſo perf 
Te DES os a e 
of ſo many o, mo 7. reply d Aſſin, for 
the is already dead; if not after ſuch a manner as her Trez- 
chery deſery 2 at leaſt the for having committed it 
put an End to her Life : And beginning to relate to ber 
what ſhe did not know of the prot, of the Marquis, 
he did not find. much difficulty to her, and to dil- 
poſe, her to, pardon, him, and allow him to embark with 
them. It is true, that like a skilfyl Confident, Aſſen bo 
no Notice to her of what related to the Vice-Queen; and 
Laura, who was no longer willing to be at Variance with 
her Lover, did not deſire to be inform d iber. She ſatisfy'd 
| herſelf with believing him Innocent in one Reſpect, and 
With having a Pretence not to hate him. After this, A 
ſen began to talk to her. of the Reſolution which the Aga 
and be had taken to carry her out in a Cheſt; the was 
* to do Whatever 1 Pleas' » Provided t the Danger 
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was not greater for them than for her. Aſſen fatisfy'd her 
about that, and told her ſhe had only to prepare herſelf 
againſt the firſt Watch, while the Aga and he, who were 
todine together, would fix the beſt Meaſures to compaſs their 
End, He then left her, and went home; where Beyran 
the Aga ſoon came, and gave him an Account of all he 
had done, Aſſen contriv'd with great Prudence and Dili- 
ce to have the Brigantine provided with all Neceſſaries. 

t is to be believ'd that Beyran did not fail, even in the 

midſt of ſo. many Affairs, to ask Aſſen ſome Queſtions on 
what concern d his Love. His dear Confident acquainted 
him with what Succeſs he had acquitted himſelf of his 
Commiſſion, which fill'd the Marquis with the utmoſt 
Joy. All things being ready, and Aſſen having given Or- 
ders concerning the Brigantine, the Horſes, and his Ser- 
vants, they went both to the Caſtle, where Beyran made 
him a Preſent of all the Jewels and precious Stones which 
he had at ſeveral times receiv'd'from the Dey, and pray'd 
him to accept of them, not as a Satis faction for his Pains, 
but as a Pledge of the Aſſurances he had given him, that 
he would always be his Friend, and ſerve him with the 
greateſt ' Gratitude, Aſſen could not avoid receiving theſe 
Preſents, but accepted them on no other Terms than to 
uſe them on Occaſion for the Marquis's own Service. 
From thence they went and paid their Reſpects to the 
Dey; and when the Hour was come, Aſen firſt chang d 
Laura's Guards, and in their Room put three of his own 
People, whom he defign'd to carry with him, that no 
body might be left behind, who could make any Diſco- 
very of their Deſign, and the Way they had taken. The 
Aga follow'd him ſoon after, all impatient to ſee bis Dear 
Laura, at whoſe Feet he preſently caſt himſelf, in a man- 
ner that ſhow'd ſuch a Tranſport of Joy and Love, that 
Laura, Who was melted into Tenderneſs by it, could not 
forbear embracing him, when ſhe rais'd him up. They 
were falling into an earneſt Converſation ; but Aſſen told 
them it was not a Time for Dalliance, but to execute 
A their 
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their Deſign, if they would not have it miſcarry; and 
that they would have Leiſure enough to make Speeches 
when they were once out of Danger. Laura and Beyray, 
who had no greater Deſire than to ſee each other at Li. 
berty, ſubmitted to Aſen's Advice; and the Cheſt being 
brought in, they wrapp'd up Laura in a fine Cloth, and 
without taking any Notice to her that it was a Coffin, 
they put her into it; and throwing a Carpet over it accord. 
ing to the Cuſtom of the Country, one of Aſſen's Ser- 
yants took a Lantern, and two others carry d it out, B59. 
ran going before, and Aſen walking behind ie, The Dead 
are ſacred among the Tiks, ſo that none of the Guard 
would have thought of examining the Coffin, even tho 
neither Beyran nor Aſen had been there, They went to 
the Burial-Ground, where having releas'd Laura out of her 
Confinement, they march'd towards the Gate of Carthage, 
Which the Aga caus'd to be open'd by his Authority; at 
{mall Diſtance from which they were to have found the 
Horſes which had been provided for them. Laura aud 
tne Aga did not yet reliſh the Joy they had to find them- 
ſelves out of the Caſtle and Town, for fear ſome unlucky 
Adventure ſhould yet ſurprize them. However they thought 
themſelves happy in having ſucceeded thus far ; but this 
ſhort Viciſſitude of Comfort was ſoon over, for being at- 
riv'd at the Place where they were to meet their Horſes, 
they were inform'd by Aſſen's People, that the Baſlt's 
Spahi's had taken them away. What a terrible Perplexity 
were they now. in! They had five or ſix Leagues to the 
Cape of Carthage, where the Brigantine lay: Time was 
precious, and they knew not what to reſolve upon, when 
they. heard at a Diſtance the Trampling of ſome Horſes 
making that Way. Aſſen hid Eleonora and Hippolito in the 
Ruins of an old Building, and advanced with fome of his 
Attendants towards - theſe Horſemen, As both Parties 
march'd pretty faſt, they ſoon came up and challeng'd one 
another. Aſſen diſcover d himſelf, and found by good 
Fortune it Was Ramadan General of the Gallies, who was 
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coming from Fort Farino with a Convoy. Aſen inform'd 
him that the Baſſa's Spahies had carry'd off ſome Horſes 
which he had provided to go to the Cape of Carthage, to ſee 
his Brigantine ſet Sail, which he was ſending out to cruiſe, 
Romadan, who knew the Eſteem the Baſſa had for Aſen, 
was vex'd at this Diſappointment, and bid him take out 
ef his Troop what Horſes he had occaſion for, and not 
be in Pain about his own ; for they ſhould be ſent to him 
whither he pleas d. Aſn, overjoy'd, accepted the Gene- 
ral's Offer ; who taking him aſide, acquainted him, that 
the Baſſi had a Deſign to venture once more into Tinis, 
being reſolv'd at any Rate to take Laura out of the Ca- 
ſtle; and that he would do well if, at his Return from 
the Cape, he would come over to their Camp, and en- 
deavour to diſſuade him from ſuch an Enterprize: Aſſen 
promis d he would, and parted as ſoon as he cou'd from 
the General, who would needs give him two Troopers to 
accompany him, beeauſe there were ſeveral Parties abroad, 
who might be liable to inſult him, without knowing wha 
he was. Aſſen could not refuſe this Civility, tho' it em- 
barraſs'd him a little; and having taken his Leave, he re- 
turn'd to his Company ; and in few Words acquainted the 
two Lovers with what had happen d. They all mounted; 
and Eleonora, diſguis d in a Man's Habit, paſs'd for a young 
Slave, belonging to Aſſen; and it being Night, it would 
have been difficult enough to have diſcover'd any Thing te 
the contrary. They made all the haſte they could; Hip- 
polito kept cloſe by Laura; the two Spahies led the Way, 
that they might anſwer any they met; and Aſen was like 
the Commanding Officer, ſometimes in one Place, and ſome- 
times in another, without affecting too much to be with 
Hippolito or Eleonora. They paſs'd ſafe, by means of 
theſe Troopers, who ſeveral times fav'd them from being 
arreſted ; and being arriv'd at the Brigantine, they deliver'd 
up the Horſes to the Spahies, to carry them back; and ha- 
ving rewarded them largely for their Pains, Aſſen gave them 
he following Letter for the Baſſa, and fo diſmiſyd them. 
vat. H 2 Do © 
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O not complain of me, if I endeavour to procure Liber, 
ty to a Maiden, to whoſe Family I owe my own, Thou 
haſt often heard me ſpeak of the Obligations I had to my 
Patron, when I was a Slave among the Chriſtians, I have 
found an 6. page to repay them in the Perſon of hit 
Daughter, who is that Laura whom the Dey kept in Priſon, 
Thow muſt not be amax d then, that the Effetts of my Grati- 
tude have prevail ſo far with me, as to make me hazard 
my Life for theſe to whom I om d it. The Dey has perhajs 
as much Reaſon as thyſelf to accuſe me; but doing nothing 
but what Honour and Reaſon dictate to me, I fear ns Re- 
proaches, Laura was the Subject of your Difference. It 
will be eaſier to conclude a Peace, when ſhe is no longer in 
your Hands, In thus doing my Duty, I procure an Advan- 
tage to my Country; which is what all good Men deſire, and 
for which I ſhall doubtleſs obtain their Eſteem. Adien ; live 
contentedly, and profper in thy Deſigns ; if thow haſt any Re- 
gard to Fuſtice, do not blame me, Mo 


ASSEN. 


. "THEY ſoon ſpread: their Sails, and having a favour: 
ble Wind doubled the Cape. They paſs'd by Port Farino, 
and found themſelves a good way out at Sea, before the 
Troopers could reach the Baſſa. Hippoliro was fighing near 
the beautiful Eleonora, and Eleonora taited the Charms of 
Liberty, near a Lover whom ſhe thought ſhe had loſt. 
Aſen was employ'd in giving the netelilry Orders in the 
Brigantine ; but the Wind falling on the ſudden, and there 
being nothing to be done but to row, he came to felicitate 
them on their common Happineſs, It is true, ſaid Eleonora, 
I ſhould be the happieſt Perſon living, if after what you 
have aſſur d me of the Marquis, I could remove the Scru- 
ple I have on Account of the Twk/h Habit which I ſee 
him wear. Ts it poſſible, purſu' d ſhe bluſhing, that you 
ſhould have changed your Religion? Thar, Madam, ſaid 
fv, is what 1 was deſirous to know from 8 2 
* | 4 : 2 | w 
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how he came into Barbary; for he has not yet told me 
any Thing of it. No, Madam, faid Hippoliro to her, I 
am ſtill a Chriſtian 3 and neither the Fear of Death, nor 
of any Torments, would have been able to make me al- 
ter my Religion: It is true, I have been thought a Tut 
a long time, Aſen, who could not comprehend how 
this could be in ſuch a Country as his, where in the Point 
of Religion there are certain Formalities in which it is im- 
poſſible to be deceiv'd, pray'd him to tell him, what his 
Conduct had been in that Aﬀair, and after what manner 
he had contriv'd to avoid being circumcis'd, which is the 
firſt Initiation, Hippolito, to fatisfy him, and knowing he 
ſhould at the ſame time gratify Eleonora, purſu d his Hiſtory 
thus, | 

I told you before, the Reſolution: I had taken, to rove 
over all the Mediterranean Sea, after Tidings of the Veſſel 
in which this Lady had embark'd. I did fo for Seven or 
Eight Months, in a ſmall Frigate of Six Guns, in which 
at laſt T was taken by a Ship of Tyipoli, which carry'd 
above thirty, after a Fight of Six Hours, and having loſt 
almoſt all my Men, I was carry d to Tyipoli, and preſent- 
ed to the Baſſa, who, upon the adrantagious Report which 


bad been made to him of me, treated me very civilly, and 


having entertain'd an Affection for me, defir'd I would 
turn Turk. He ſent me, for this Purpoſe, to a famous 
Cady, to be inſtructed in his Faith. This Mabomesan 
Doctor was the Son of a Renegade, and as he ſpoke free- 
ly, I unboſom'd myſelf to him, and deſir d him to make 
the Baſſa believe I had embraced Mahometriſm, that I 
might have no Violence offer d me- on that Head, He did 
ſo; and the Baſſa took his Word for it, and on that Ac- 
count ſhew'd me more Friendſhip than ever. He had a 
Nephew, who was jealous of theſe Kindneſſes, and with 
whom 1 had often little Quarrels, which might at laſt have 
had ſome unhappy Conſequences: The Baſſa, who loy'd 
his Nephew tenderly, foreſeeing it, reſolv'd to part us for 
a Time, that his Nephew might break himſelf of that ſuſ- 
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44 and turbulent Humour; he: ſent me with greit 
Preſents to the Dey of Iunu, his intimate Friend, to whom 
he recommended me very heartily, and who made me his 


Aga, Eight Days after "i came. I paſs'd my Life fady 
enough. as you know: Aſen: But who would have told 


me, added he, addreſſing himſelf to Eleonora, that I was 


1 near what I was ſeeking after, and what I lov'd above 
all Things, and that my Deſtiny would make me ſo happy 
at a Time, When I was juſt on the Point of loſing you? 
THE Marquis and Eleonora enter d into a long Recital 
of their Adventures; and Aſn, whom the Commander of 
the Veſſel eame to conſult, having left them together, they 
continu'd to entertain themſelves about their paſt Suffer. 
in 
| rh E Wind was now chang d, and Gate to threaten 
them with a Storm; ſo that it was thought adviſeable, 
their Veſſel not being able to weather a contrary Gale, 
not to expoſe themſelves: farther at Sea. They therefore 
tack d about towards Biſerty, which they had paſs'd, and 
propos d to Coaſt along Barbary, till they came in a direct 
Line againſt Sardizia; in order to bear down upon the Iſles 
of St. Peter, where they hop'd to caſt Anchor. This Coun- 
ſel wyas good, and they found the Benefit of following it; 
for what they had foreſeen happen d; and the Tempeſt 
was ſo great, that they were oblig d to lye at Anchor two 
or three Days, among the Shelves and Rocks of the Coaſt, 
They were far enough from. Iunis, and there was no Fear 
of their being ſought after in a Place, before which a thou- 
ſand Veſſels might paſs without beg ſeen, clpeciall 
while the Tempeſt laſted. - 
uk Wind ceas d at laſt; and the Brigantine putting 
to Sea afreſh; in order to purſue their Voyage along the 
Coaſt, they ſaw broken Maſts and Sail-Yards floating on 
the Water, with Hogſheads, Planks, and other Tokens of 
a Wreck; for two Days they met with theſe pitiful Re- 
mains, the Sport of the Wind and Fortune; when they 


2 the Voice of a * could come only from 
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a Rock; about three Miles from the Land. They conclud- 
el it muſt be one of thoſe unfortunate Wretehes, who 
had eſcap'd the Diſaſter of the Veſſel, whoſe ſhatter'd Re- 
licks they had ſeen. Aſſen, at the Interceſſion of Eleonora, 
who was mov'd with the Cries, turn'd the Stem of his 
Brigantine towards that Rock, which it was not then dan- 
gerous to approach, becauſe the Sea began to be very calm; 


and when they were a few Paces from it, they diſcover dd 


2 Man almoſt naked. Aer having commanded his Crew 
to leave off Rowing, ask'd him in More/co, how he came 
there, and what he deſir'd ? I am an unfortunate Chriſti- 
an, anſwer' d the other in Falian, and who am not un- 
known to thee; but want an immediate Succour, if thou 
deſir'ſt thy Labour ſhould not be loſt; and if thou wilt 
come hither, thou perhaps may'ſt find what thou art ſeek- 


ing after. Aſſen in a Surprize thought he knew the Sound 


of the Voice, and the Face of him who call'd him. Ele- 
onora thought the ſame, and had the fame Surprize : But 
the Man was fo alter'd and ſo disfigur'd, that it was not 
poſſible to recall his Features. Aſſen ask'd him his Name, 
and where he had known him? I tell thee, anſwer d he, 
that I have here what thou perhaps art going to ſeek. a 
great Way off. Thou ſeeſt before thine Eyes Alexander, 
the Baſſa's Slave; and if he ſends thee after his Wife, thou 


need'ft but come upon this Rock to find her half dead. 


He had ſcarcely ended, when Eleonora gave a loud Excla- 
mation full of Joy and Sadneſs together. My Lord, ſaid 
ſhe to him, is it poſſible it ſhould be you? and have you 
forgot Laura? While ſhe was talking to him after this 
Manner, Afen, who had order'd the Rowers to make to 
Eand; caus'd a Plank to be laid to the Rock, and went 


over firſt, accompany'd by Hippolito, who led Eleonora by 


the Hand; they all embraced poor Alexander, who was 
ſo tranſported: with Joy to ſee them, that he could not 
ſay one Word. He deſir d Aſſen firſt of all to order ſome 
Refreſhment from his Brigantine for his Dear Sultaneſs, 
who bad taken nothing for near three Days; which be- 
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ing done, they ran immediately towards the Place where 
ne was, and found her almoſt dying. How great way 
the. Grief of Laura, and how amazing the Surprize of the 
Sultaneſs, who was ſcarce able to lift up ber Eyes! Elio- 
nora, aſſiſted by her Lover, ſoon helpd _ Sultaneſs to fe- 
cover her Spirits. What! and art thou here, Zawra, faid 
e to her with a languiſhing Voice? and am I not deceiv'd? 
| What good Genius ſends thee to reſcue me from Death? 

Heav n, anfwer'd Laura weeping, has had Pity on you, 
in "Sigh both you and me out of the Hands of the 


 "MSSEN propos d to Mlexander to remove the Sult- 
nefs on Board the Brigantine... The Count, who had net 
yet had the Leiſure to ask them Queſtions, and was igno- 
rant of their Deſign, inquir'd whitker. they were going; 
and being anſwer q for Itah, he could not ffcienty bleſs 
Heav'n for fo favourable an Accident. They carry'd the 
Sultaneſs into the Veſſel; and putting to Sea again, re- 
ſoly d to make the beſt of their Way towards Sardinia, 

THE Sultaneſs began to recover herſelf by the Care 
of her dear Laura, who never left her. Aſn and Hippo- 
de diſcharg d their Duty likewiſe to Alexander, who 
ſtood in little leſs need of Succour : And the Sultaneſs be- 

well enough to bear Converſation, they related to her 
what had paſs'd at Tunis ſince her Departure, and after- 
Wards deſir d Count Alexander to inform them, how they 
came to be wreck'd, and by what good Fortune they 
eſeap d to that Rock. 

WITHOUT doubt, ſaid be, you have heard how the 
Sultaneſs was carry'd on board the Veſſel by the Order of 
the Baſſa himſelf, who. believ'd, as well as I, that i it Was 
Taura. My Surprize was great, and my Joy not to be 
expreſs d, when I found it was the Sultaneſs. The Wind 
was fair when we ſet Sail; but we had hardly doubled 

Cape of Carthage when the Clouds gathering, it changd 

a the fudden, and was contrary to us, and {© violently, 


thee our Veſſel was none of the largeſt, and the Storm 
increas d 
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increas'd more and more, we were forced to caſt Anchor, 
and lye by on the Coaſt: But à furious Tempeſt riſing in 
an Iaſtant, broke our Cables, and threw us on theſe Rocks, 
What an Extremity was this for a Lover, who has be : 
fore bis Eyes all that is dear to him, and is juſt on the 
Brink of loſing it! TY” 

I kept cloſe to the Sultaneſs, who was half dead with 
Grief and Terror. Alexander, ſaid ſhe, I am firangely 
alarm d; and tho! the Affection I have for you is as great 
as ever inflam d a Woman's Breaſt; and what I have acted: 
on your Account will make: it impoſſible for you to doubt 
it; I fear the avenging Hand of Heaven has overtaken us 
with this Tempeſt, to puniſh your perfidious Ingratitude 
to. a very indulgent and. generous Patron, and my Falſnood 
to the Marviage-Vow. I had indeed the ſtrongeſt Provo; 
cations, which may abate. my Crime, but cannot render 
me intirely innocent, I neither dare nor defire to return 
to Tunis; but if we are permitted to eſcape from our pre- 
{nt Danger, and can arrive in 1zaly, or any Part of Chri- 


ſtendom, believe me, Alexander, I will not adventure to 


make myſelf yours as long as I ſhall. know the Baſſa, my 
Husband, is living. I cannot pretend to ſubdue fo ſweet 
and fierce a. Paſſion ;, but I will inflic& on myſelf the 
Anguiſh of reſtraining it ſo. far : Do not diſſuade me from 
it for I am immoveably determin'd, | 
THESE Words pierced, my Heart; F knew not how: 
to oppoſe ſo honourable. a Reſolution ; which was yet o- 
little expected, that I ſtood thunderſtruck at it, without 
Senſe or Motion. The Tears. poug'd from my Eyes; and 
I; was; going to make ſome Reply, in Hope of ſoothing 
her into Sentiments leſs ſevere, when the Ship receiv'd a: 
Blow, at which. looking thro the Window of my Cabin, 
I a Rock which almoſt touch'd: our Stern, This: 
Sight ſurpriz d me; and forming my. Reſolution that Mo- 
ment, I took my dear Sultaneſs on my Back ; and going 
upon the Deck, contrary to the Mariners Perſuaſion, I 


— 


caſt myſelf upon the Rock without doing myſelf or the 
1 * 8 * Sultaneſt 
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Sultaneſs any Harm. Preſently after, the Sea, which had 
daſh'd'the Veſſel on that Rock, roll'd'it off again, and I | 
found myſelf left alone on the Rock with the Sultaneſt, 
without any Hopes of Succour, unleſs ſome of the Crew 
took Pity on us. But as they were not able to controul | 
the Wind, and Night came on, I could expe& nothing | 
from them till the next Day, if the Tempeſt ſhould ceaſe, 
The Sultaneſs endeavour'd to comfort me with the Hope 
| that our Mariners would not abandon us. But how un- 
| ſpeakable was my Grief, when, by Break of Day, I faw 
at a Diſtance one half of a Veſſel floating, and which, not- 
withſtanding the Efforts of ſeveral Perſons, who try'd to 
( bring her to the Land, was at laſt ſwallow'd up by the 
Waves! I thought my Lot ſomewhat better, to dye up- 
on the Rock, than like them to be devour'd by the Sea, 
My chief Affliction was my dear Sultaneſs. She did not 
deſpair, but ſaid, That fince we had ſo firangely eſcap'd 
the Waters, ſhe believ'd we ſhould not periſh on that Rock, 
and that there paſs'd Ships enough that Way for us to 
hope for Help. I look d out often to fee whether I could 
deſery any Sail. Two Days paſs'd without my being 
able to diſcover any. I loſt all Courage, when this Morn- 
ing on the ſudden, - ſomething ſeem'd to me to float upon 
the Water; but as it was at a great Diſtance, and you 
had no Sail up, I could not determine certainly whether 
it were ſome Piece of a Wreck, or a ſmall Veſſel with 
Oars. However the Object advancing to me, and in- 
creaſing every Moment, T no longer doubted that it was 
a Brigantine, and immediately carry d the News to the Sul - 
taneſs, who did not rejoice much at it, fearing it ſhould 
be from Tunis; for ſnhe chofe rather to dye than return 
thither. 1 hollow'd, and was happy enough to be heard 
by you: and if I did not at firſt expreſs to yeu the Joy 
I had to know you, it muſt be forgiven to the Condition 
I'was then in; for you cannot doubt that my Tranſport 


Was very great. ES 


COUNT 


COUNT Alexander having finiſn'd his Diſcourſe, 


Joy, which was increas'd by the News that they made 
Land, and that it could be no other than Sardinia; but 
they could not go on Shore till the next Day. At laſt they ar- 


rivd at Genoa, to the great Satisfaction of this happy 
Company, and of all the Relations of Lleonora. Her Fa- 


ther was dead; and they to whoſe Care ſhe was left, in 


caſe ſhe was ever heard of, willingly conſented to her mar- 
rying the Marquis Hippoliro, who had no great Labour to 


be reſtor'd to the Favour of the Vice-Roy of Sicily. 


THE Sultaneſs embraced the Chriſtian Religion; and 


tho Alexander would fain have prevail'd with her to for- 
fake her late Reſolution, ſhe was inflexible, The Reaſons 
ſhe urg d for her Conduct were ſuch as made an Impreſſi- 


on on him, and after a Struggle with himſelf be ſubmit- 


ted, and approv'd them. This noble Victory over him- 


ſelf was not long without a Recompence ; for in a few 


Days there came News from Barbary, that the Baſla's 
Rage and Sorrow for the Loſs of Laura, and the Flight 


of his Boſom-Friend fer, had put an End to his Life. 


Upon which the Sultanceſs yielded to Alexanders ardent 


 Jaclination and her own ; and Aſſen having follow'd her 


Example in becoming a Chriſtian, neither Count Alexan- 


der nor the Marquis Hippolizo were wanting to enable bins, 


—— 


by their Wealth or Iterelt, to lie happily th rſt of he 
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they all join'd, not without many Sighs, in the common. 
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RIVAL LADIES. 


IE Leagues from the City of Sevil is a 
«Cf, . | , . f 
I ERA Village call'd Caſtil- Blanco, which is very 
well provided with Inns ; into one of them 
ob at Cloſe of Evening came-a Traveller, 
mounted on a fine Outlandiſh Nag: He had 
nun o Servant with him, but nimbly alighted, 
without waiting for any one to hold his Stirrup. The Ian - 
keeper, who was always at hand in Buſineſs, came aut im · 
mediately; but the Traveller had thrown himſelf upon $ 
Bench in the Gate - way, and began to unbutton his Boſom, 
but his Arms dropt down, and he ſeem d to be fainting 
away. The Landlady, who was a tender-hearted Woman, 
threw Water in his Face, and recover d him: He appear d 
to be mightily concern d to have been ſeen in that Condi 
tion, and button d up his Boſom again, and deſir d them 
to ſhow him a Room where he might take his Reſt; and 
if poſſible, that he might have a Chamber to. himſelf. The 
Hoſteſs ſaid, ſhe had but one Room, which had two Beds 
in it, ſo that if another Gueſt ſhou'd happen to come, they 
muſt lodge him there. He told her he wou'd pay for both 
the Beds, whether any other Gueſt came or not; and ta- 
king out a Crown in Gold, gave it to the Hoſtels, = 
| - 5 
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Condition ſhe ſhou d put nobody into that Bed. The Land. 
lady was pleas'd with the Money, and promis d to 
Kis Orders, tho' the Dean of Sevi himſelf ſhou'd comet» 
her Houſe that Night. She ask 'd him whether he woud 
Pleaſe to ſup. He anſwer d: No; and only deſir'd they 
would take care of his Horſe. He ask d for the Key of the 
Room; and taking up a large Pair of Leathern Bags, lockd 
the Door after him, and, as it afterwards appear d, ſet two 
Chairs againſt it. | 8 . 
NO ſooner had he lock'd himſelf in, than the Hoſt and 
Hoſteſs, the Hoſtler, and two of their Neighbours, who 
happen d to be at the Inn, met in Council, and began to 
diſcourſe about the new Gueſt's extraordinary Beauty and 
fine Preſence: They all agreed they had never ſeen ſuch 
a charming Creature before, They paſs d a Judgment then 
upon his Age, and concluded he might be about Sixteen or 
Seventeen, and ſhrewdly argu d the Caſe about what might 
he the Cauſe of his fainting ; but not being able to {ett 
it, they again admir'd the Gracefulneſs of his Perſon, The 
Neighbours went home, and the Hoſt to ſerve the Hork, 
and the Hoſteſt to get Supper in readineſs, in caſe other 
Gueſts ſnou d happen to arrive; and it was not long be. 
fore another came in, not much older than the former, 
and full as handſom. Bleſs us, cry'd the Hoſteſs, as ſoon 
as ſhe eaſt her Eyes upon him, what is the meaning of 
this? Are Angels come to lie in my Houſe To-night? Why 
fo, Landlady ? - ſaid the Gentleman, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I have 
Reaſon for what I ſay, and I muſt defire you not to alight, 
becauſe I have no Bed for you; I had but two, anda 
Gentleman, who is in that Room, has taken them both 
and paid for them; he had Occaſion indeed but for one, 
but it ſeems he loves to be alone; and by the Maſs I cannot 
think why, for ſuch a Make and Face ought not to be 
hid, but to be ſeen and bleſs'd by all the World. Is he ſo 
beautiful ? reply'd tbe Gentleman. In troth, Sir, ſaid the 
Hoſteſs, he is beautiful, and more than beautiful. Here, 
| Hoſteſs, ſaid the Gentleman, hold my Horſe, for — 
2 * ou 
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ſhould lie upon the Floor, I will ſee this Man that is fo 
highly commended. A Muleteer that came in with him 
held his Stirrup, and he alighted; he order d his Supper to 
be got ready, immediately, which was done accordingly; 
whilſt he was at Supper in came an Alguaxii, or Officer of 
the Town, as is uſual in ſuch little Villages, and ſeating 
himſelf by the Gentleman, fell into Diſcourſe with him as 
he was eating, not forgetting every now and then to toſs 
down his Glaſs of Wine, and to pull the Leg and Wing 
of a Partridge which the Gentleman very civilly offer'd 
him. In return, the Alguazil ask d him what News from 
Court, how the Wars in Flanders went; whether the 
Turks were coming into Chriſtendom, and how Affairs 
ſtood in Tranſylvania. The Gentleman minded his Supper, 
and ſaid nothing, as not being provided to anſwer his Que- 
ſtions. By this time the Hoſt having ſerv'd the Nag, came 
in and made a third. Man, and took the Freedom to taſte 
his own Wine as often as the Algunzil. At every Glaſs he 
ſwallowyd he ſhook. his Head, and commended the Wine 
to the Skies. From one Diſcourle to another, they again 
fell upon the Praiſes of the Gueſt who had lock'd himſelf 
up, giving an Account of his ſwooning away, and his Sur- 
prize, and that he wou'd eat no Supper. They took No- 
tice alſo of the Leathern Bags, the Goodneſs: of his Nag, 
and the Gayneſs of his Cloaths, all which conſider d, 
54 concluded he ought to have a. Servant to wait on 
THESE Things made the Gentleman the more eager 
to ſee him, and therefore he intreated the . Hoſt to con- 
trive ſome. way that he might get in to lie in the other 
Bed, and he wou'd give him a Crown in Gold, The Lucre 
of the Money drew over the Hoſt, and he wou'd gladly 
have earn'd it, but he found it impracticable, becauſe the 
other was lock d up on the inſide, and he durſt not awake 
him; beſides, he had paid for both the Beds. The Alguazil 
ſoon remoy'd all theſe Difficulties : This may be done, cry'd 
be; I will knock at the Door, and call out that I am 

| an 
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an Officer of the Town, who by Order of the 4a 
bring this Gentleman to be quarter'd in this Inn, and thy 
fince there is no other Bed, he muſt be accommodated with 
that; the Hoſt ſhall anſwer in a complaining Note, that i 
is wronging of him, becauſe the Bed is hir d already, and 
that it is unconſcionable to take it from him, who hy 
paid for it. This will bring off my Landlord; and you, 
Sir, will have what you deſire. They all lik'd the Agua 
zi/'s Contrivance, and the Gentleman gave him four Roy. 
als. They put it in Execution immediately. The firſt Gueſ 
with much Reluctancy open'd the Door to the Officer; 
and the ſecond, begging: his Pardon for the Injury they 
ſeem d to have done him, went into the empty Bed; but 
the other neither anſwer'd him ene Word, nor wou'd 
ſuffer his Face to be ſeen ; for as ſoon as ever he had o- 
pen'd the Door, he threw himſelf into Bed again, and 
turning his Face to the Wall, pm to ſleep, to avoid 
talking. The other hoped to ſatisfy his Curiofity in the 
Morning when they roſe. © _ N 
THE Nights were then the long tedious ones of D. 
eember, and the cold Weather, and Fatigue of travelling re- 
quired both the Paſſengers to diſpoſe themſelves to Reſt; 
but the firſt Gueſt not being able to take any, began ſoon 
after Midnight to figh ſo bitterly, as if every Sigh had 
been his laſtz inſomuch that tho' the other ſlept, he could 
not but awake at that lamentable Noife, and admiring the 
ſhort Sobs which attended the Sighs, he liſten d attentively 
to what his Neighbour ſeem'd to mutter to himſelf. The 
Room was dark, and the Beds at a conſiderable Diſtance 
from each other; nevertheleſs, among other Things be 


heard him with a low and weak Voice utter theſe Words, 


Alas, unhappy Creature, whither does the irreſiſtible Power 
of my Deſtiny hurry me? What Way am I fallen into, ot 
+ how can 1 hope to get out of this intricate Labyrinth in 

which I am? Alas! for my tender and unexperienced Years, 
unfit for Conſideration and Advice! What will be the End 
of this bold Excurſion! Alas for my negleQed Honour! 


— — — 
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Alas for my Love, repaid with Ingratitude! Alas, how 
ave I broke thro the Reſpet I od my worthy Pa» 
rents and Relations! And alas, a thouſand times for me, 
who have ſuffer'd myſelf to be led away by my giddy In- 
dinations! O the deceitful Expreſſions which ſeduced my 
nwary Heart! But of whom do I, wretched Woman, 
complain > Am I net my own Deceiver? Did not I fling 
away my Reputation, and violate the Confidence my aged 
Parents had in my Virtue? O faithleſs Marc Antonio! how 
is it poſſible that thoſe flattering Words with which you 
ud to ſooth my Ear, ſhou'd be ſucceeded with this Diſ- 
courteſy and Diſdain? Where art thou, perfidious Man? 


Whither art thou fled ? Anſwer me, Antonio; ſtay for me, : 
who am following you; ſupport me, for I faint; help 


me; ſuccour me, ſince I have ſo many ways oblig d 


you, Having faid this, ſhe held her Peace, and by her 


Sighs and Sobs it was evident ſhe did not refrain from 
Tears. N 71 . | 

THE laſt Gueſt liſten'd filently to the whole, and as 
the Houſe was all huſh'd, he heard it diſtinctly, and diſ- 
corer d by it that the Perſon who complain d was a Wo- 
man, which made him the more deſirous to know who ſhe 
was: Several times he reſolv'd to go to her Bed-ſide; and 
had certainly done ſo, had he not heard her riſe and call to 
the Hoſt to ſaddle her Horſe, for ſhe wou'd be gone. The 
Ian keeper let her call a long time, and at laſt yawning 
deſir'd her to go to Reſt, for it was Midnight, and ſo dark, 
that it wou'd be a Madneſs to ſtir out. Upon this the poor 
Lady gave over, and ſhutting her Chamber Door, threw 
herſelf upon the Bed, and fetch'd a loud Sigh. The other 
thought this a proper time to ſpeak to her, and offer her 
all his Service; to oblige her to diſcover herſelf, and let 
him know her Misfortune ; Sir; ſaid he; had not your 
Sighs, and the. Words you utter d, mov'd me to pity the 
Misfortune you complain of, I ſhou'd think myſelf void 
of natural Compaſſion, and that my Heart was of Stone, 
ad my Breaſt as bard as Braſs; and if this Compaſſion 


hs. 
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I have for you, and the Reſolution I have taken to expoſe 
my Life to do you Right, if it be poſſible, ' deſerves any 
Oivility, I beg of you, in return, that you will diſcover to 
me the Cauſe of your Grief, without concealing any Pat 
of it. Had not this Sorrow tranſported me beyond my 
Reaſon, anſwer d the other, I ſhou'd have rememberd 
that I was not alone in the Room, and ſhou'd hate 
eurbd my Tongue, and ſuppreſs'd my Sighs; but in Re. 
venge for my Forgetfulneſs, in a Place where I ought to 
have been upon my Guard, I will comply with your De- 
fire, becauſe perhaps the reviving the ſad Account of my 
Misfortunes may add freſh Griet enough to break my 
Heart. But you muſt ſolemnly: promiſe, by the Fidelity you 
expreſs'd in the Offer you have made me, and upon your Ho- 
nour, which, by the Words you have ſpoken, appears to 
de much, that whatever you ſhall hear, you will not li 
out of your Bed; nor come to mine, nor ask any more 
than I ſhall be willing to tell you; for it you ſhou'd hap 
pen to do otherwiſe, the very Moment 1 hear you fiir, 
I will ſtab myſelf with a Sword I have at my Head. The 
- other,” who wou'd not have heſitated at promiſing Im- 
poſſibilities to learn what he ſo earneſtly defir'd, anſwer d, 
That he wou'd not tranſgreſs her Is junctions in the leaſt; 
and bound it with a thouſand Oaths. Upon that Security, 
reply d the firſt, I will do that which I never did before, 
that is, give another an Account of my Life 
700 are to underſtand, Sir, that I, Who, as you have 
doubtleſs been told, came hither in the Habit of a Man, am 
an unhappy Maid, at leaſt one who was ſo within theſe eight 
Days, and ceas d to be fo through my own Folly and 
Madneſs, and by giving Credit to the formal and fallacious 
Words of perfidious Men. My Name is Theodoſia, my 
Place of Birth a conſiderable Town in the Province of 
Audaluſia; the Name of it I conceal, becauſe it concerns 
not you ſo much to know it, as it does me to hide it. 
My Parents are of Quality, and more than moderately 
. 
: | their 
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their Comfort and Honour, and the latter their Grief and 
shame. They ſent him to ſtudy at Salamanca, and kept 
me at home; where they bred me with ſuch Care and 
privacy as were ſuitable to their Virtue and Rank, and 1 
was always obedient to them without the leaſt Reluctance, 
til my unhappy Fate, or my own Extravagance, preſented 
to my Sight a Son of a Neighbour; of ours, richer than 
my Parents, and of as good 4 Family. The firſt Time I 
beheld him, I felt nothing but a. bare Satisfaction in having 
ſeen him, and that was not much, conſidering that his 
Dreſs, his Mien, his Face, his Behaviour, his extraordinary 


Diſcretion and Courteſy were extoll'd and valu'd by all the 


Town, But to what Purpoſe is it for me to praiſe my 
Enemy, or to ſpend Words to ſpin out my unfortunate 
Adventure, or rather the Beginning of my Madneſs? In 
ſhort, he ſaw. me, ſeveral times from a Window that was 
oppolite to mine, whence he ſeem d to dart his Soul at me 


through his Eyes. I took another ſort of Satisfaction in 
looking at him than I had done at firſt, and even believ d 
that all L read in his Looks and Geſtures was ſincere. This 


Interview produced a Conference, the Conference gave him 
an Opportunity to declare his Deſire; his Deſire kindled 
mine, and made me. believe him. To all this were added 
Promiſes, Oaths, Tears, Sighs, and whatever in my Opi- 
nion cou'd become a conſtant Lover, to expreſs the Truth 
of his Affection, and the Unchangeableneſs of his Heart; 
and to me, unhappy. Creature! who had never experienced 
ſuch Things before, every Word was a Cannon · ſnot, that 
batter d down the Outworks of my Honour; every Tear 
was a Flame that conſum d my Modeſty ; every Sigh a 
ſtrong Breath of Wind that blew the Fire; that Virtue 
which till then had been untouch d, was ſupplanted ; and 
45 he promis d me Marriage, tho his Parents, who deſign'd 
bim for another, ſhou'd refuſe to conſent to it, I broke 
thro all my Reſervedneſs, and without knowing how, put 
myſelf into his Power, unknown to my Parents, and 
without any other Witneſs of my Folly, than a Page be- 
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longing to Antonio (for that is the Name of the Dig 
ber of my Peace;) and ſcarce had he taken Poſſeſſion of 


the Town, neither his Parents, nor any other, knowing 
Whither he was gone. In what a Condition I was |, 
kt thoſe tell who are able; for I neither was then nor am 
cow capable of any thing but bewailing it. I tore my 
Hair, 1 diſguis d my Face, as thinking that had been the 
Cauſe of my Calamity : I curs d my Fate; I blam'd my 
Reſolution; I ſhed many, nay infinite Tears; I was il. 
moſt ſtifled with them and the Sighs that iſſued from my 
afflicted Heart; I ſilently complain'd to Heav'n; I rack 
my Thoughts to find out ſome Redreſs; and what oc. 
curr'd was to dreſs myſelf in Man's Cloaths, to quit my 
Father's Houſe, and ſet out in Queſt of this treacherous, 
this perfidious Man, this Robber of my Virtue, and of my 
lwful and wiell- grounded Hopes: Thus without confide 
ring much on what I was doing, meeting accidentally with 

1 a Suit of Cloaths of my Brother's, and taking a Nag of 
| my Father's, which 1 faddled myſelf, I left the Houſe in 
& very dark Night, defigning to go to Salamanca, where, 
as 1 heard afterwards, it was gueſs'd Antonio might be; 
for he is a Scholar, and Comrade to my Brother. I took 
care to furniſh myſelf with a conſiderable Sum of Money 
in Gold, to ſupply my Wants in this unexpected Journey; 
but what troubles me moſt is, that my Parents will pur- 
ſue me, and cannot fail of taking me by my Cloaths and 
my Horſe; and if T were not in Danger of this, I an 
afraid of my Brother, who is at Salamanca, and if he ſhou'd 
know me, it is eaſie to conceive what Danger my Life is 
in; becauſe tho? he ſhou'd give ear to my Excuſes, yet if 
he apprehends the Honour of our Family to be blemiſh'd 
in the leaſt, his Reſentment will prevail over all I can fay 
to him. However my chief Deſign is, tho' I loſe my Life, 
to find out my wicked Spouſe, who cannot deny his be- 


left with me, which is a Diamond Ring, with theſe Word 


me, according to his Will, when within two Days he kſt 


ing (6, but he muſt be diſprov'd' by the Teſtimonial he 


— 
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in Cypher, Mare Antonio is Husband to Theodoſia, If I 


meet with him, I will know of him, what it was he dif 
liked in me, that mov'd kim ſo ſoon to leave me? and 
in ſhort, I will oblige him to perform his Promiſe to me, 
or I will be the Death of him; for I am as fix'd to take 
Revenge, as I was eaſy in ſuffering myſelf to be wrong'd; 
for the noble Blood I have from my Parents inſpires me 
with ſuch a Reſolution, as promiſes me da Redreſs, or 
Vengeance for my Wrongs. 

THIS, Sir, is the unfortunate Story you are- Abe t to 
know, which will be a ſufficient Excuſe for my Sighs 
and Words that awak'd you. What I beg of you is, that 
if you cannot help me, you will at leaſt adviſe me, how 
] may ſhun the Dangers which threaten me, and moderate 
the Fear I am in of being diſcover'd, and direct me bow 
I may compaſs what I deſire. 

HE who liſten'd to the love ſick Theodoſza's 5 re- 


main 'd long in Silence without anſwering one Word, in- 


ſomuch that ſhe thought he was fallen aſleep, and had heard 
nothing of what the ſaid; and to be ſatisfy'd as to what 
ſhe ſuſpected, Sir, {aid the, are you aſleep? I ſhou'd not 
take it ill if you were; for it is but fit that when the Suf- 
ferer recounts his Misfortunes to one who is not concern'd 
in them, the Hearer ſhou'd' rather be inclin'd to Sleep than 
to Compaſſion, I am not aſleep, anſwer'd the Gentleman; 
but am ſo fenſible of your Unhappinefs, that I may almoſt 
ay, it touches me as nearly and as feelingly as it does your- 
ſelf, and therefore I ſhall not be content merely to aſſiſt 
jou with my Advice, but will do for you all that lies in 
my Power; for tho' in relating your Adventure you have 
given a Proof of your extraordinary Wit, and that of 
Conſequence” you were rather led aſtray by your Inclina- 


tion, than by Autonio's Perſuafions; yet I think” the Faule 


you have committed may be excuſed: by your Youth; 
that Age being incapable of Experience and unacquainted 


with the Wilkes of Men. Compoſe yourſelf, Madam, and 


8 if you can the ſmall Part of the Night that remains, 
Vol IV. 1 and 
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and when it is Day we will conſult and conſider why 


THEODOSIA return'd him Thanks in | the moſt 
ing manner ſhe cou d, and endeavour'd to take fone 


| Reſt, that the Gentleman might be able to ſleep; but he 


cou d not get one Moment's Repoſe; on the contrary, he 
began to tumble in his Bed, and ſighd ſo that Theodsſ 


cou d not forbear asking him, what it was that troubled 


him? For if it were any thing wherein ſhe was capable 
of relieving. him, . ſhe wou'd. do it as readily as he had of. 
fer d her his Aſſiſtance. Tho' you, Madam, anſwer'd the 
Gentleman, are the Perſon that has occaſion d the Uneaſi. 
neſs you perceive in me, it is not you that can remoye 
it; for if you cou d, I ſhou d not be in any Trouble. The 
doſiaicou'd not , underſtand the Meaning of thoſe confusd 


Words; but gueſs d his Concern procceded-from Love, and 


that ſhe herfelf was the Cauſe of it. Nor was her Suſpi- 
cion without Ground; for the Lonelineſs of the Chamber, 
the Darkneſs, and the knowing her to be a Woman, might 
eaſily have produced a laſcivious Thought in him. She was 
— it, and dreſſing herſelf haſtily and without 
Noiſe, girt on her Sword and Dagger, and fitting down 
on the Bed, waited for Day, which not long after began 


to appear. The Light breaking in at the ' Windows and 
Crevices, the Gentleman, it ſeems, had done the fame 20 


Theodoſta, and no ſooner perceiv'd the Light in the Room, 
than he ſtood up, ſaying, Riſe, Mrs. Theodoſia; for I delign 
to bear you Company in your Journey, and not forſake 
you; till Antonio o] nus you for his Wife, or either he or 
1 loſe. our Lives in the Quarrel, by ; which ycu will per- 
oeive how. much I lay your Misfortune to Heart, Having 
ſaid this, he open d the Windows and the Door: Theodgſi 
had been wiſhing for he Dey, that ſhe might ſee him 
wick whom ſhne had been diſcaurſing all the Night; but 


- when ſhe beheld and knew him, ſhe coud have wiſh'd it 


had never been Day, but that her Eyes might rather have 
been clos d in perpetunl Nights for no ſooner had the Gen. 


tleman 


The RIVAIL. LAPDIESò. 171 
geman türn'd his Face to look at her, being alſo defirous 


to ſee her, than ſhe perceiv d he was her Brother, whom 
ſhe ſo much dreaded. Her Eyes fail'd her at the Sight, ſhe 


was ſtruck ſpeechleſs, and loſt her Colour; however Fear 
making her bold, and the Danger ſharpning her Wit, ſhe 
drew her Dagger, took hold of it by the Point, and falling 
on her Knees before her Brother, with a trembling Voice, 
Dear Brother, cry'd the, take this Dagger, and with it cha- 


ſtize the Fault I have committed, to ſatisfy your Indig- 


nation; for my Crime is ſo great as not to deſerve any 
Mercy. I confeſs my Offence, and do not deſire that my 
Repentance ſhou'd excuſe me. This only I beg of you, 
that you will ſo puniſh me as to take away my Life, but 
not my Reputation; for tho' I have expos'd it ſo much, 
by quitting my Father's Houſe, yet ſtill it will be pre- 
ſerv'd if you ipuniſh me in private, | 
HE R Brother gaz d on her; and tho the Unchaſtneſs 
of her Conduct excited him to Revenge, yet theſe melting 
and ſenſible Words, wherewith ſhe own'd her Offence, 
wrought ſo effectually upon his Heart, that with a pleaſing 
and ſedate Countenance he rais'd her up, and comforted 
her in the beſt manner he was able, telling her, that as 
he could not inflit a Puniſhment ſo grievous as ſhe de- 
ſerv'd, he was willing to put it off for the preſent; and 


alſo becauſe he was of Opinion, it was not altogether im- 


pollible to retrieve. the Diſaſter, which he wou'd attempt 
by all Means to compaſs, rather than revenge the Injury 
of her looſe Behaviour. Theſe Words reviv'd Theodoſra's 
Spirits, her Colour return'd, and ſhe began to conceive freſh 
Hopes. Don Raphael (that was her Brother's Name) wou'd 
not ſpeak more about her Misfortune, but bid her change 
the Name of Theodo/za into that of Theodorus; for they 


wou'd both ſet out for Salamanca in Queſt of Antonio, tho 


he fancy d he was not there; becauſe, being his Comrade, 
he ſnou d have ſeen him; tho' it was likely the Wrong he 
bad done him, might make him ſtudious to avoid him. 
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THE new-chriſten'd Theodorus ſubmitted to his Bro- 
ther's Will; and the Hoſt coming in, they order'd him te 
get ſomething for Breakfaſt, becauſe they wou'd ſet for- 
ward with all Speed. Whilſt the Horſes were ſadling, and 
the Breakfaſt getting ready, a Gentleman Traveller came 
into the Inn, whom Don Raphael preſently knew : Theo- 
dorus alſo knew him, and durſt not come out of the Chamber, 
for Fear of being ſeen. Don Raphael and he embraced; and 
Don Raphael ask'd him, What News there was in their 
Town, To which the other anſwer d, that he came from 
Fort St. Mary, where he had left four Gallies ready to fail 
for Naples, and that Marc Antonio Adorno, the Son of Don 
Leonardo Adorno, was on board them. Don Raphael re- 
joiced at this unexpected Intelligence, looking upon it as 
a good Omen of his future Succeſs: He defir'd his Friend 
to take his Father's Horſe, which he knew very well, and 
let him have his Mule; he took no Notice to him that he 
was come from Salamanca; but told him he was going 
thither, and did not care to ride ſo good an Horſe ſo long 
a Journey. His Friend readily comply'd, and promis d to 
deliver the Horſe at his Father's Houſe. They breakfaſted 
together, and Theodorus by. himſelf, and then the Friend 
{et out for Cazalla, where he had a plentiful Eſtate. Don 
Raphael, to avoid bearing him Company, pretended he had 


Occaſion to return that Day to Sevil : and as ſoon as the 


other was he paid the Reckoning, tool his Leave, 
and Theodorus and he proceeded on their Journey, leaving 


the whole Inn in Admiration at the Sweetneſs and Dig-. 


nity of his Perſon; for he was as graceful and well-ſhap'd 
for a Man, as his Siſter was beautiful and lovely... 
AS ſoon as they were by themſelves, Don Raphael ac- 


; quainted his Siſter with the News his Friend had told him 


of Antonio, and that be thought fit to travel with all poſ- 
ſible ſpeed for Barcelona, where the Gallies generally touch'd 


in their Paſſage to rah, or in their Return to Spain; and 


there they ſhou'd certainly meet with Antonio. His Siſter 
anſwer d. he might do whatever ke ſhou'd judge 2 
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for his Will ſhould be a Law to her. Don Raphael bid the 
Muleteer he had brought with him be of good Heart, for 
they muſt go. to Barcelona; and promis'd to pay him to 
his own Content for his Time. The Fellow, who was 
as well-temper'd' as any of his Profeſſion, and knew Don 
Raphael was generous, anſwer d, that he would follow him 
to the World's End. Don Raphael as k d his Siſter, What 
Money ſhe had. She had not counted it, ſhe told him; 
and only knew, that ſhe had taken ſeven or eight Hand- 
fuls of Gold Crowns out of her Father's Scrutore ; by 
which Don Raphael gueſs'd ſhe might have about 5co 
Crowns: As he had 200, and a Gold Chain, he thought 
himſelf pretty well furniſh'd, and the rather, becauſe he 
was perſuaded he ſhould meet with Marc Antonio at Bars 
celona. N | 
_ THUS they travelld on without loſing any Time, or 
meeting with any Accident or Obſtacle, till they came 
within two Leagues of a Town call'd Igualada, which is 
nine Leagues from Barcelona, They had heard by the 
Way, that a Man of Quality, who was going Ambaſſador 
to Rome, was at Barcelona waiting for the Gallies, which 
were not yet arriv'd; at which News they were pleas'd 


extremely. But juſt as they came to a little Wood on the 


Road, a Man ruſh'd out of it in a mighty Conſternation, 
and often looking behind him, Don Raphael ſtopp'd him, 


What do you run for, honeſt Friend, cry'd he: What is 


the Matter, that you ply your Feet ſo nimbly? Have not 
I reaſon to run, and to be in a Fright, anſwer d the Man, 
when I have had a miraculous Eſcape from a Troop 
of Robbers th that Wood? How, cry'd the Muleteer, that 
is bad, i'fackins; Robbers at this Time of Day! On my 
Conſcience, they will leave us in a bleſſed Condition! 
Never fret yourſelf, Friend, faid the Man ; for the Rob- 
bers are gone off, and have left above thirty Travellers ty'4 
to the Trees in the Wood, firipp'd quite to their Shirts, 
with only one at Liberty to unbind the reſt, after they 
ſhould be got over a little Hill which they ſhew'd him. 

we GE: If 
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If it be ſo, reply'd the Muleteer, we may paſs in Safety, 
| becauſe the Robbers never return to the Place where they 
have committed a Robbery for ſeveral Days. I can fay this 
upon my own Experience ; for I have fallen twice into 
their Hands, a Murrain on them, and know their Ways 
and Cuſtoms. That is true, ſaid the Man. Don Raphael 
hearing this, reſolv d to proceed; and they had not gone 
far, before they came to the poor Wretches that were 
bound; they were above Forty in Number; and the Man 
the Robbers had left looſe, was buſy in unbinding them. 
They made a ſtrange Appearance; ſome of them were 
naked, others were clad in the tatter'd Cloaths of the Rob- 
bers; ſome lamented the dear Royals they had loſt, and 
others laugh'd at the odd Figure their Fellow-Suffcrers 
made in the Rags of the Ruffians. So many Crowns in 
hard Gold, ſays one, gone at a Sweep; Crowns, ſays ano- 
ther, why they have taken from me a Pin-Cuſhion our 
Magaret made with her own Hands, and gave me laſt Pro- 
ceſſion. A third was in Agonies for an Abſolution anda 
Box of Agnus Dei's he had juſt brought from Rowe. In 
fine, the Place reſounded with Lamentations. The two 
-Brethren _ beheld this with a generous Compaſſion, and 
bleſs d God, who had deliver d them from ſo imminent a 
Danger. But the Sight which touch'd them moſt, and 
particularly Theodorus, was a Boy of about 16 Years of 
Age, bound in his Shirt and Drawers. to. the Stump of an 
Oak; he was ſo beautiful, that he mov'd Pity in all that 
beheld him. Theodorus alighted to unbind him. He thank d 
| him for his Goodneſs in the moſt courteous Manner. The- 
odorus deſir d Calveſe, the Muleteer, to lend him his Cloak, 
till they could furniſh him with. Cloaths at the next Town, 
Calveſe conſented very readily. Theodorus ask d him, Don 
Raphael being by, where he was born, whence he came, 
and whither he was travelling. The Youth anſwer d, 
That he was a Native of Andaluſia, of a Town, which, 
when he had nam'd, they knew was but two 17 255 
diſtant from their own. He added, that he came r 
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vil, and deſign'd to have gone over for Ita;y, like many 
others, to try his Fortune in the Army, but his Fate had 


prov'd unlucky, and' the Robbers had taken a conſiderable 


Sum of Money from him, and Cloaths that were worth 
about 300 Crowns; but he was ſtill refolv'd to proceed, 
for he was not of a Race to.be daunted at the firſt Miſ⸗ 
fortune. 

THE Youth's difcreet Expreſſions, and his being ſo 
near a Neighbour, but above all, the Recommendation of 
his Beauty, inclin'd Don Raphael and his Siſter to aſſiſt him 
to the utmoſt of their Power. And having diſtributed 
Money among thoſe they thought in the greateſt Want, 
and eſpecially ar- grand Prieſts, and Fryars, of which 
there vrere above eight in the Company; they placed the 
Youth on Calve/e's Mule, and ſoon arriv'd at Tewalada, 
where they were inform'd, that the Gallies came to Bar- 
celong the Day before, and would fail again within two 
Days, unleſs: they were ſooner forced away by Streſs of 
Weather, Upon this Intelligence they roſe the next Morn 
ing before the Sun was up; tho' they had not flept all 
the Night, both the Brethren (as they appear d to be) be- 
ing more alarm'd than they had expected; for being at 
Table with the Youth they had releas'd, Theodorus fix d his 
Eyes earneſtly on his Face, and obſerving him ſtrictly, 
thought his Ears were bor d; by which, and by the Baſh- 
fulneſs of his Looks, he ſuſpected it was a Woman, and 
long' d for Supper to be over, to inform herſelf, During 
Supper, Don Raphael ask d him whoſe Son be was, for 
he knew all the prime People in the Town, it he was 


of the Place he had nam'd. The Youth anſwer d, he was 


Son to Don Henry de Cardenas, a Gentleman well known. 
Don Raphael reply'd, that he was well acquainted with 
Don Henry de Cardenas, and was certain he had no Son; 
but if he faid it to conceal his Parents, it might be ex- 
cus d, and he would ask him no farther. It is true, re- 
ply'd the Youth, Den Henry has no Children, but a Bro- 
ther of his, whoſe Name i Is Don Sancho, has. But he has 

14 no 
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no Sons, ſaid Don Raphael, only a Daughter, who is re- 
ported to be one of the moſt beautiful Ladies in Audalu- 
xia; I have this only by Fame; for tho' I have been ſe- 
vera] Times in the Town, I never ſaw her. You are 
right, Sir, in all you have ſaid, anſwer'd the Youth, for 
Don Sancho has only one Daughter, but ſhe is not ſo beau- 
tiful as is reported ; and if I ſaid I was Don Henry's Son, 
it Was to recommend myſelf the better to you; for I am 
not fo, but the Son of Don Sancho's Steward, who has 
ſerv'd him many Years, and I was born in his Houſe, and 
having anger'd my Father, I took a Sum of Money, and 
reſoly d to go for Italy, as I told you, and take to the 
Army, which, as I have ſeen, raiſes many mean Perſons 
to Renown. 
© THEODORUS obſerv'd all his Words, and his Man- 
ner of delivering them, which confirm'd him in his Suſ- 
picion, Supper being over, whilſt Don Raphael undreſs'd, 
his Siſter told him what ſne ſuſpected; and, with his Ap- 
probation, ſtepp'd aſide with the Vouth to a large Balcony- 
Window, which look'd into the Street; and both of — 
leaning over it, I I could wiſh, ſaid he, Senor Franciſco, 
(which the Youth ſaid was his Name) that 1 had oblig'd 
you ſo far, that you could not refuſe any Thing I ſhould 
ask of you ; but the ſhort Time we have been acquainted 
has not given me an Opportunity, Perhaps hereafter you 
may be ſenſible of my good Inclinations; and in caſe ycu 
ſhall not think fit to anſwer my preſent Expectation, 1 
ſha!l not be the leſs your Servant ; but before I explain 
myſelf farther, I muft acquaint you, that tho' I am as 
young as you, I know more of the World than my Age 
ſeems to promiſe, and by that Knowledge I have found 
Cauſe to ſuſpect that you are not a Man, as you ſeem to 
be by your Habit, but a Woman, and well born, as your 
Beauty teſtifies ; and perhaps as unfortunate as the Change 
of your Dreſs ſeems to intimate for Changes of this Kind 
are never for the better. If what I ſuſpect be true, con- 


fels/it for. I ſwear by the Faith of a Gentleman, as I pro- 
feſs 


\ 5 | " , ; * | 


The RIVAL LADIES. 177 


ſeſs myſelf to be, that I will aſſiſt you to my utmoſt. 
vou will never perſuade me you are not a Woman, fer 
the Ring · Holes in your Ears diſcover it, and you were 
over-ſeen in not ſtopping them up with Wax; for ſome 
other Perſon no leſs curious than myſelf, and perhaps not. 
ſo honeſt, may obſerve them, and make the ſame Con- 
cluſion. Do not ſcruple, I beſeech you, to tell me who 
you are, ſince I promiſe you my Aſſiſtance, and aſſure you 
of as much Secrecy as you can defire. 

THE Youth attended to what Theodorus ſaid, and per- 
ceiving he had done, before he anſwer d a Word, he 
catch d up both his Hands, and putting them to his Mouth, 
kiſs d them by Force, at the fame Time bathing them 
with Tears, which fell plentifully from his beautiful Eyes 
this ſtrange Commotion wrought ſo on Heodorus, that 
he could not forbear weeping with him; for Women 
well-born have a Tendernefs of Temper, and are naturally 
mov'd at the Sorrows and Troubles of others, Having 
with ſome Difficulty made the Vouth releaſe his Hands, he 
waited to hear what he would anſwer; when fetching a 
deep Groan, attended with many Sighs, I neither can, 
nor will, ſaid he, deny, that what you have ſuſpected is true; 
I am.a Woman, and the moſt unforcunate that ever was. 
born; and ſince the Favours I have receiv'd, and the Offers 
you make me, oblige me to obey all your Commands, T. 
will tell you who I am, if it be not tireſome to you to 
hear the Misfortunes of others. May I ever labour un- 
der them, reply'd Theodorus, if the Satisfaction of being in- 
form'd of them will not be equal to my Concern at your 
bing ſuſtain'd them, for 1 begin to feel them as if they 


were my own. Then embracing her again, and repeating: 


his fincere Aſſurances of Friendſhip, the Youth being ſome- 
thing more compos'd, deliver'd himſelf. in this Manner, 

AS to my Place of Birth, I have already told you the 
Truth, bur not in relation to- my Parents, for Don Henry: 
is not my Father, but my Uncle, and his Brother Don Sancho. 
1 my n — I am n his unbappy Daughter, who your 

1 Brother: 
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Brother ſays is ſo much celebrated for her Beauty, which 
they who ſee how flender a Share I have of it, will gif. 
cover to be a Miſtake, My Name is Leocadia; and the 
Occaſion of my changing my Habit is this: Two Leagues 
from our Town ſtands another, which is one of the rich- 
eſt in Andaluxia, where lives « Gentleman of Quality, de- 
ſcended from the noble and ancient Houſe of the Adorno: 
of Genoa. This Gentleman has a Son, who, if Fame is 
not over-laviſh in his Praiſes, as it is in mine, is one of 
the genteeleſt and moſt graceful that can be ſeen. As the 
two Towns were very near, and he was addicted to Hunt- 
ing, as well as my Father, he us'd to come ſometimes to 
our Houſe, and - ftsy'd there five or ſix Days, all which, 
and ſome Part of the Nights, my Father and he were 
wont to ſpend abroad in the Fields. This Cuſtom gave 
either my Fate, or my Love, or my Inadvertency an Op- 
portunity to caſt me down from the Height of my ho- 
nourable Intentions to the Meanneſs of the Condition to 
which I am reduced. For having view'd; more than be 
came a modeſt Virgin, Marr Antonio's Mien and Diſcre- 
tion, and conſidering the Worth of bis Family, and bis 
Father's Wealth, I thought, it I could make him my Huſ- 
band, I need deſire no greater Happineſs. Upon this ! 
began to obſerve him more narrowly, and perhaps with 
leis Precaution, ſince he took Notice that 1 had my Eyes 
upon him; and the perfidious Man neither wiſh'd nor 
FEE wanted any other Declaration to pry into the Secrets of 
ENTER my Heart, and rob me of the prime Treaſure of my Soul. 
But there is no Occaſion to relate all the Particulars of my 

| Love, it is ſufficient to acquaint you at once, that his 4f- 
| fiduity prevail'd on me fo far, that having engag'd his Word 
| and Faith to me, under mighty Oaths, and ſuch as 
thought binding to any Chriſtian, that he would be my 
Husband, I ſurrender'd myſelf to his Will. However, not 
being perfectly ſatisfy d with his Oaths and Proteſtations, 
for fear they ſhould all vaniſn into Air, I oblig'd him to 
eraw up the Engagement in a Paper, which he gave 1 
| | hs | ſign 


The Rival LAPDIESõũ. 179 
fgn'd with his own Hand, and expreſs'd in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms. Having receiv'd this Writing, I contriv'd that 
he ſhould: come one Night over a Garden-Wall, and be ad- 
mitted into my Chamber, where. he might, without the 
leaſt Danger, take Poſſeſſion of that which was delign'd 
for him alone. At length the Night I had ſo much wiſh'd 
for came | Ty 8 

THEO DORUS' had been ſilent till this Moment, liſt- 
ning to Leocadias Words, each of which pierced thro' his 
Soul, eſpecially at the Name of Marc Antonio. He ſaw 
Leocadia's ſurprizing Beauty, and conſider'd the great Worth 
and Diſcretion which ſhe ſhew'd in the Relation of her 
Story. But when ſhe utter'd thoſe Words, The Night 1 
had ſo much wiſh'd for came, he was quite out of Patience; 
and not being able to curb himſelf, Well, {aid he, interrupt 
ing her, and when that happy Night came, what then? 
Did he get into your Chamber? Did you enjoy him? Did: 
he again confirm the Writing ? Was he pleas'd that he had 
obtain d that of you, which you ſay was his own ? Did. 
your Father know it? What was the Concluſion of ſuch: 
virtuous and wiſe Beginnings ? The Concluſion, ſaid Leo- 


cadia, was the bringing me into the Condition you now- 


ſee me in; for he did not come according to the Appoint- 
ment. At theſe. Words Theodoſsa recover d new Breath,. 
and her finking Spirits reviv'd from the Pangs of Jealouſy... 
which had ſeiz d her; yet ſhe was not ſo well reſtor'd,. 
but that ſhe heard with Anguiſh the reſt of Leocadias Diſ- 
courſe, who thus proceeded, $436 ethane +. 
HE never came; he was fo far from coming, that with- 
in a Week after, I was inform'd for certain, that he had 
eft his Town, and carry'd away from her Parents Houſe the: 


Daughter of a Gentleman of Quality, in the ſame Place; 


her Name is Theodoſza, a Maiden of wonderful Beauty and 
Senſe. The Rape was ſoon known in our Town, and: 
immediately reach'd my Ears; Jealouſy ſo fir d my. Soul, 
that it ſubdu'd my Honour, ruin'd my Reputation, ex- 
hauſted my Patience, and deſtroy'd my Diſcretion, Alas - 

| | miſera 
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miſerable Woman that I am, I fancy'd Theodoſia mers 
beautifulthan the Sun, a Prodigy of Wit, and far more for- 
tunate than myſelf. I then read over my Paper, and 
found the Expreſſions of it clear and firm, and not to be 
invalidated ;- and tho' I built my Hopes on them as on x 
facred Security, yet when I reflected on the dangerous 
Company Antonio had taken with him, my Hopes apain 
fell to the Ground. I ſcratchd my Face, tore off my 
Hair, and what troubled me moſt was, that I could not 
always fly into theſe Frenzies, becauſe of my Father's Pre- 
ſence, To conclude, that I might be at Liberty to indulge 
my Complaints, or put an End to my Life, which was 
moſt likely, I reſoly'd to quit my Father's Houſe. And as 
Opportunity ſeems te remove all Obſtacles, when we are 
to put in Execution an ill Deſign, without dreading. any In- 
., conveniences, I ſtole our Page's Cloaths, and a confider- 
able Sum of Money from my Father, and flipping out of 
the Houſe in a very dark Night, travell'd ſome Leagues a- 
foot, till I came to a Town call'd Oſura, where hiring a 
Place in a Waggon, in two Days I arriv'd at Sevil, which 


was taking all the Security I could not be found, in caſe 


F ſhould be ſought after. I bought other Cloaths, and a 
Mule, and travelbd with ſome Gentlemen, who were co- 
ming in Haſte for Barcelona, for fear of miiſing the Gallics 
that were bound for Lay, till Yeſterday, as you have heard, 

I was met by the Robbers, who took from me all I had, 
and among the reſt, that ineſtimable Jewel which preſerv'd 
my Health, and eas'd the Burden of my Troubles, Marc 
Antonios Paper; which I deſign d to carry over to Itah, 
and 171 could find him out, to produce it as a Teſti ro- 
of his Perfidiouſmeſs, and my Conſtauc y thereby to obligt 
him to. perform his Promiſe. But at the fame Time l 
have conſider d, that he will make no Difficulty to diſ- 
own Words written on Papen, who has no Regard to Ob- 
ligations which. ought to be engrav'd on the Soul; for it 
is plain, that if he has the matchleſs Theodoſia with him, 

he will not look on the unfortunate Leocadia 3, and yet! 


im reſoly'd to periſn, or ſhew myſelf before them both; 
that the Sight of me may give a Check to their Satisfacti- 
on, That Enemy of my Repoſe muſt not expect to en- 


joy what is mine ſo cheaply; I will ſeek her, I will find 


her, and be the Death of her; if.I can. e £29 

WHEREIN is. Theods/ia to blame, faid'Theodorus, if 
ſhe was, alſo  deceiv'd by Antonio as you have been? How 
can that be, anſwer'd Leocadia, when he has taken her 
away with him? what Deceit: can there be, when two 
Lovers are together? When they are together, they are 
pleas d, whether they are in the burning Deſarts of Libya, 
or on the frozen Mountains of Scythia, She enjoys him; 
without doubt, whereſoever it is, and ſhe alone ſhall pay 
for all I ſhall have endur till I find him. It is poſſible 
you may be miſtaken, reply d Theodoſia; for I am very 
well acquainted with her you call your Enemy, and know 
ſhe is reſerv d and modeſt, that ſhe would never be prevail'd 
on to quit her Parents Houſe, and run away with Antonio; 
and in caſe ſhe had done ſo, as ſhe does not know you, 
nor any Thing that was between you two, ſhe has done - 
you no Wrong, and where there is no Wrong, there is no 
Place for Revenge. What ſignifies talking of Reſet ved - 
neſs, ſaid Leocadia,. for I liv'd as retir'd, and was as mo- 
deſt as any, and yet I did what I have told you. There 
is no doubt but he went away with her; yet I own ſhe 
has not wrong d me, when I reflect on it without Pre- 
judice; but my Jealouſy brings her into my Mind, and 
ſhe is to me like a Sword thro my Bowels; and it is no 
wonder, that . ſince ſhe cauſes me ſo much Pain, I ſhould 
hate her. mortally. Prudence bids us remove thoſe Things 
hat hurt us, and it is. natural to hate thoſe who do us a 
Prejudice, and obſtruct our Advantage. Let it be as you 
ſay, Madam, reply'd Theodorus; for ſince the Emotion you 
labour under will not permit you to make more judicious 
Reflections, this is no Time to offer you wholeſome Ad- 
vice, I only ſay, as I told you before, that I will aſſiſt 
you. in all that is juſt, as far as L am able; and I promiſe 
n n een, 3 
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the ſame for my Brother, whoſe natural Inclinations and 
generous Birth will not ſuffer him to do otherwiſe, We 
deſign for Hay, and if you pleaſe you may go with us; 
you underſtand now what fort of Perſons we are pretty 
well; all I defire of you is, that you will give me Leave 
to acquaint my Brother with what J know of your Af. 
fairs, that he may treat you with that Civility and Re- 

which are due to you. But I think you ought to 
continue the Diſguiſe of a Man's Habit; and if there is 
any Conveniency for cloathing you in this Place, in the 
Morning I will buy you the beſt Suit I can get; as tor 
your other Pretenſions, leave them to Time, which is ab 
to produce a Remedy in the moſt deſperate Caſes. Leo. 
eadia thank d Theodorus for his courteous Offer, and allow'd 
him to tell his Brother what he pleas'd, beſeeching him 
not to- abandon her, ſince + he was ſenſible of the many 
Dangers ſhe muſt run, if ſhe were known to be a Wo+ 


THUS they parted, and went to Bed: Theodoſia in 
ker Brother's Room, and Leocadia in another, cloſe by it. 
Don Raphael was not yet afleep, but expected his Siſter's 
coming, to know what had paſs'd between her and the 
Perſon: ſhe took to be a Woman. She gave him an exact 
Account of all that Leocadia had told her, as whoſe Daugh- 
ter ſhe was, her Love-Intrigue, the Writing Antonio had 
given her, and what ſhe deſign d. Don Raphael was amaz d. 
If ſhe is the lame that ſhe pretends to be, I muſt tell you, 
Siſter, ſaid he, that ſhe is one of the firſt Ladies in that 
Town, and of the nobleſt in all Andaluxia. Her Father 
is well known to ours, and the Fame of her Beauty is 2. 
to what we ſaw in her Countenance. My Opinion 
is, that we muſt take Care to prevent her ſpeaking with 
Antonio before us, for I am in Pain about the Paper ſhe 
ſays he gave her, tho ſhe has loſt it; but ſet your Heart 
at reſt, and go to Bed, for there is a Remedy for every 
Thing. ' Theodoſia did as her Brother order'd, as to going 
Bed; but as to ſetting her Heart at Reſt, ſhe eould nor 

EY, " | _ obey 
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obey him, for the Rage of Jealouſy had inflam d her Soul. 
How did ſhe in her Fancy magnify Leocadia's and Antonios 
perfidiouſneſs, beyond what in Truth it was! How often. 
did ſhe read, or ſeem to read, the Engagement he had 
given her! How many Words and Sentences did ſhe add 
to it, to render it valid, and indiſſoluble! How often did 
ſhe ſuppoſe Leocadia had not loſt it; and perſuade herſelf: 
that Antonio would make good his Promiſe even. without 
it; never once reflecting on the Obligation he lay under 
to herſelf. Theſe Thoughts employ'd her the greateſt 
Part of the Night, without fleeping one Wink. Nor did. 
her Brother Don Raphael reſt better; for as ſoon-as he 
heard who Leocadia was, his Heart was fir'd with Love, 
as much. as if he had long convers'd with her. Such is 
the Power of Beauty, that in a Moment it attracts the 
Deſires of thoſe who behold it; and if there appears the 
leaſt Poſſibility of gaining it, kindles the Heart into a Flame 
as immediately as dry Power takes Fire with the ſmalleſt 
Spark that falls upon it. He beheld her in his Imagination, not 
as ty'd to the Tree in the ragged Apparel of-a Man, but 
as in her own Attire, and in her Father's Family, which 
was equal to his own. He would not ſuffer his Thoughts 
to conlider the fad Occaſion which had brought her to his 
Knowledge; but wiſh'd: for Day, that he might proceed 
on his Journey, and ſeek out Marc Antonio, not ſo much 
to make him his Brother-in-Law, as to prevent his being 
Husband to Leocadia ; for his Tranſport was fo great, that 
he could have been ſatisfy'd to have reſignd the Juſtice 
which was due to his Siſter, and which he had underta- 
ken to procure her, and to have ſeen Antonio dead, on 
Condition he might not defpair of obtaining Leocadis. 
And he began to flatter himfelf with Succeſs in his Enter- 
prize, either by Force, or by Courteſy, both of which he 
now ſeem'd to have an Opportunity to employ. 

WITH theſe pleaſing Notions, he compos'd himſelf a 
litle; but Day ſoon coming on, they left their Beds. 
Don 
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Don Raphael then calling the Landlord, ask d him whether 
they could get Cloaths in the Town for a Page who had 
been ſtripp'd by the Robbers. The Hoſt told him he had 
a good Suit to ſell; and fetching it to them, it fitted Ley. 
cadia. Don Raphael paid for it; ſhe put it on, and buckled 
on a Sword and Dagger with ſo good a Grace, that e- 
ven in that Habit ſhe ſurpriz'd Don Raphael, and rais d freſh 
Jealouſy in Theodoſia. Calveſe ſaddled the Mules, and they 
fet out at eight in the Morning for Barcelona, without 
viſiting the famous Monaſtry of Monſerrate. deferting it 
till Providence ſhould be pleas'd to bring them back to 
their Native Country with greater Peace of Mind. 


I is impoſſible to expreſs the Thoughts of Don Ra. 
ael and Theodoſia at that time, or with what different 


Minds they both look d on Leocadia, Theodoſia. wiſhing her 
Death, and Don Raphael her Life, each. of. them. being poſ. 
ſeſsd with: Jealouſy and Love. Theodoſia contriv'd to 


find ſome Blemiſhes in her, to ſupport her own Hopes; 


while Don Raphael admir'd thoſe Perfections which every 
Moment encreas d his Affection. However, they. purſud 
their Journey ſo heartily, that they arriv'd at Barcelona a 
little before Sun ſetting. They. admir d the beautiful Situa- 
tion of- the Town, and concluded it to be the Flower of 
all Cities, the Honour of Spain, the Terror of neighbour- 
ing and remote Enemies, the Delight of its Inhabitants, 
the Refuge of Strangers, the School of Gentility, the Pat- 
tern of Loyalty; and fully anſwering all the moſt Polite 
and Curious can expect in a great, famous, opulent and 
well-ſeated City. As they enter d, they heard a mighty 
Noiſe, and ſaw a Croud of People running in the utmoſt 
Confuſion; and enquiring into the Cauſe were told, that 
the People who belong d to the Gallies which were at An- 
chor in the Road, were fallen together by the Ears with 
the Citizens. Don Raphael hearing this, would needs go 
ſee how the Matter went; Calveſe advis'd him not to do 
it, becauſe it was Madneſs to run bimſelf into manifeſt 


Danger; 


ton 


F 
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Danger; for he very well knew how ſcurvily they came 
of, who thruſt themſelves into ſuch Quarrels, which 
were uſual in that City upon the Arrival of the Gallies. 
.CALVESE's good Counſel did not prevail with Don 
Raphael to deſiſt, and therefore they all follow'd him. 
When they came to the Shore, they beheld a great many 
Swords drawn, and a whole Multitude hacking and hew- 
ing one another without Mercy. They drew ſo near, 
without alighting, that they could diſtinguiſh the Faces 
of thoſe that fought, for the Sun was not yet quite down. 
An infinite number of People flock'd from the City, and 
others landed from the Gallies, notwithſtanding Don Peter 
Vique, the Admiral, who was a Gentleman of Valentia, 
ſtanding on the Poop of his Gally, threatned thoſe that 


were got into the Boats, to go to the Aſſiſtance of their 


Comrades. But perceiving all he could ſay was to no 
purpoſe, he caus'd the Heads of the Gallies to be brought 
about towards the City, and fir'd a Gun with Powder only, 
as a Signal that the next ſhould be with Ball, if they did 
not give over. Don Raphael in the mean time was look- 
ing upon the Fray, and obſerv'd that among thoſe who 
fignaliz'd themſelves of the Party belonging to the Gallies, 
none behay'd himſelf better than a Youth of about twenty 
two Years of Ape, clad in Green, with a Hat of the ſame 
Colour, about which was a rich Hatband, which ſeem'd: 
to be of Diamonds. His gallant Behaviour, and the Gay- 
neſs of his Habit, drew the Eyes of all the Spectators; and: 
Theodoſia and Leocadia gaz d on him ſo earneſtly, that they 
both cry'd out at once, Heavens, either my Eyes are not 
my own, or he in the Green is Marc Antonio. They had: 
no ſooner utter'd theſe Words, than they both threw them- 
ſelves off their Mules, and drawing their Swords and Dag- 
gers, puſh'd into the midſt of the Throng without the leaſt 
Concern, and placed themſelves on each Side of Antonio, 
who, as they ſaid, was the Youth in Green. Fear nothing, 
Antonio, ſaid Leocadia as ſoon as ſhe came up to him, for 
Jou have one by your Side, who will cover your _ 
with 
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with his own to ſave yours. Who queſtions that, eryq . 
Theodoſia, when 1 am here ? Don Raphael, who ſaw ad . 
heard the whole, - follow'd them, and join'd-in the Succour, Ml 
Marc Antonio being intent on defending: himfelf, took no Ml i 
Notice of what they ſaid, but did Wonders in the Fight, Ml i 
However, the Number of the Citizens encreaſing every s 
Moment, thoſe of the Gallies were oblig d to give Ground Ne 
till they were driven into the Water. Antonio retir'd very il y 
unwillingly, and his two brave Female Champions retird Mt! 
equally with him. | 
IN this Inſtant arriv'd a Catalonian Gentleman of the 
renown'd Family of Cordena, mounted on a ſtately Horſe, if p 
and riding in between the two Parties, made the Citizens Bl 
retire ; for as ſoon as they knew him, they all paid him Ml al 
the higheſt Reſpect. But ſome ſtanding aloof, threw n 
Stones, one of which. as ill luck would have it, ſtruck 
Marc Antonio on the Temple with ſich a Force, that he Bil vi 
dropp'd down into the Water, which was then up to his Wl 
Knees, As ſoon as Leocadia ſaw him fall, ſhe ran to him, fe 
and bore him up in her Arms, and Theodoſia; did the like. ar 
Don Raphael was at a {mall Diftance, defending bimfelt Bi rj 
againſt the Shower: of Stones; which flew: about him; and hi 
being about to go to the: Aſſiſtance of his Miſtreſs and of Bl pr 
his Siſter, the Catalonian Gentleman ſtopp'd him. Give I al 
over, Sir, ſaid he, as you are a Soldier, and keep cloſe by U 
me, and I will reſcue you from the Inſolence of this un- p. 
ruly Multitude. Let me paſs, Sir, anſwerd Don Raphael, Wl M 
for I ſee thoſe I love beſt in the World in great Danger. of 
The Gentleman permitted him to go; but he came ſo W in 
late, that Marc Antonis and Leocadia, (for ſhe never let Ml 
him go out of her Arms) were already put into the Ad- Ji hi: 
 miral's Boat; and Theodoſia thinking to have got into the I ve 
Boat with them, her Strength fail'd her, either from her Ji m. 
| Concern at Antonios being wounded, or at her ſeeing him I eu 
carry'd away with her greateſt Enemy; and ſhe was not I bir 
able to get into the Boat, and had certainly fainted away lan 
in the Water, bad not her Brother come up to * He 
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her, He Was troubled no leſs than his Siſter, to ſee Leo- 
cadia carry'd away with Marc Antonio, for by that time he 
afo knew him, The Catalonian Gentleman being charm'd: 
with Don Raphael's fine Preſence, and no leſs with his Si- 
fter, whom he took for a Man, call'd to them from the 
Shore, and defir'd they wou'd go along with him; they 
comply'd with Neceſſity, and fearing leſt the People, who 
were not yet quelld, ſhou'd do them ſome Injury, accepted 
the Offer, The Gentleman alighted, and. with his naked 
Sword made way thro' the middle of the Rabble, deſiring 
them to go quietly home; and at his Intreaty they diſ- 
pers d. Don Raphael look d all about for Calveſe and the 
Mules, but cou'd not ſee him; for when they were firſt 
alighted, he withdrew and went away to an Inn he com- 
monly us d. 5 | 
THE Catalonian Gentleman being come to his Houſe, 
which was one of the fineſt in the City, ask'd Don Raphael, 
which of the Gallies he came in; who anſwer'd, In none, 
for he arriv'd at the City the very Moment the Fray began, 
and being acquainted with the Gentleman who was car- 
yd off in the Boat wounded with the Stone, he had run 
himſelf into that Danger to aſſiſt him, and begg'd he would: 
procure that the wounded Gentleman might be brought 
aſhore; for his Life and all that was dear to him in this 
World depended upon it. That I will do very readily, re- 
ply'd the Gentleman; and I know the Admiral, who is a 
Man of Quality, and my Relation, will make no Scrupie 
of putting him into my Hands. At this he went back 
immediately to the Galley, where he found them dreſſing 
Marc Antonio, whoſe Wound was dangerous, as being on 
his left Temple, and, according to the Surgeon's Report, 
very deep. He prevail'd with the Admiral to let him re- 
move him to be cur'd on Shore, whither he was carefully 
carry'd in the Boat. Leocadia, who wou'd never ſtir from 
bim, as being her only. Hope, bore him Company. Being 
landed, the Gentleman caus'd him to be convey'd to his 
Houſe in a Chair. In the mean time Don Raphael had ſent - 
—_ to 
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to look out for Calveſe, who was at the Inn very anxicuy 
to know what was become of his Maſters, and hearing 


they were ſafe, was ovyerjoy'd, and came away to Don 
Raphael, By this time the Gentleman of the Houſe wy 


. return'd with Marc Antonio and Leocadia, and lodg'd all hi 


new Gueſts with much Affection and Magnificence, He 
preſently ſent for a famous City-Surgeon to dreſs Antoni 
again. He came, but refus d to dreſs him till the next 
Day, alledging that the Surgeons of Navies and Armie 
were Men of Experience, as having Variety of Caſes il. 
ways under their Care, and therefore it was not proper to 
open the Wound till the Morning. He only order'd that he 
ſhou'd be kept warm, and left to take ſome Reſt: The 
Surgeon of the Gallies was call'd in at the ſame time, and 
gave the other an Account of the Nature of the Wound, 
of what he had done to it, and of the Danger he thought 
the Patient was in; they both agreed in Opinion, and 
declar'd: Antonio was in conſiderable Hazard. 5 

E EOCA DI and Theodoſia heard it with. as much 
Concern as if Sentence of Death had been pronounced 4- 
gainſt them, but curb'd themſelves for fear of diſcovering 
their Grief; Leocadia reſolv'd to do what thou'd be moſt 
convenient to retrieve her Honour, and therefore as ſoon 26 
the Surgeons were gone, ſne went into Antonio's Chamber, 
and in the Preſence of the Gentleman of the Houſe, Don 
Raphael, Theodoſia, and others, going up to the Head of 
the Bed, and taking him by the Hand, This is no Time, 
Marc Antonio, ſaid ſhe, to diſturb you with much Talk, 


and therefore I ſhall only deſire you to hear a few Words, 


which; if they will not avail towards the Health of your 
Body, will conduce to that of your Soul; but you mult 
firſt grant me your Leave, and inform me whether you 


are in a Condition to hear me; for it wou d not be rex 
ſonable that I who, from the firſt Minute I knew you, 
have endeavour d to do nothing that might diſpleaſe you, 


ſhou'd give you Trouble at this, which I look upon a 


your laſt Hour. At theſe Words Antonio open d his * 
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ind look d earneſtly on Leocadia, and having almoſt known 
her rather by her Voice than by his Sight, with a feeble 
Tone, Sir, anſwer'd he, ſay what you pleaſe; for I am not 
ſo near my End but I can hear you, nor is your Voice ſo 
difigrecable as that it ſhou'd be diſpleaſing to me. Theodo- 
ſa liſten d attentively to this Diſcourſe, and every Word 
Leocadia ſpoke pierced her, and Don Raphael, who alſo 
gave Ear, to the Heart. 

[F-the Wound you have receiv'd in your Head, ſaid 
Leocadia proceeding, and which has had no leſs Effect on 
my Soul, has not blotted out of your Memory the Idea of 
her whom you once us d to call your Life and your An- 
el, you cannot but remember who Leocadia was, and the 
Promiſe you made her under your Hand in Writing; nor 
can you forget the Worth of her Parents, her perfect Mo- 
deſty and Virtue, and what you owe her for having com- 
ply'd with your Will in all you cou'd deſire. If you have 
not forgot theſe Particulars, tho you ſee me in this dif- 
ferent ſort of Habit, you will eafily know that I am Leo- 
cadia, who fearing to be robb'd of what is my Due by 
ſome unexpected Accident, as ſoon as I underſtood you 
had left your Town, ſurmounted all Difficulties, and re- 
foly'd to "follow you in this Dreſs, and ſearch: all Parts of 
the Univerſe till I cou'd find you; you will not be fur- 
priz'd at this, if you ever knew the Power of true Love, 
and the Rage of an injur d Woman. I have endur'd ſome 
Hardſhips in this Enterprize, which I eſteem a Pleaſure, 
lince I have now the Recompence of ſeeing you ; for tho? 
you are in ſuch a Condition, if it ſhall pleaſe God to put 
an end to your Life, I ſhall think myſelf happy, provided 
jou perform the Obligations you are under before you leave 
the World; arid 1 promiſe you after your Death to lead 


ſuch a Life as that it ſhall not be long before I follow: you 


in this inevitable Journey. I therefore beg of you in the 
firſt Place, for God's Sake, to whom all my Defigns and 
latentions are directed; next, for your own ſake, who owe | 
much to your Birth-and Quality; and, laſtly, for wy Sake, 

iQ 
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to whom you owe more than to any other Perſon in 
the World, that you here immediately, take me for you 
lawful Wife, without conſtraining Juſtice to force tha 
from you which Reaſon ought to prevail on you to do. 

TLBOCADI faid: no more; and all who weile pre 
ſent ſtood ia a deep Bilence whilſt: ſhe ſpoke, and in the 
ame manner Waited for Adarc. Antonio's; Anſwer, which 
was this. Madam, I cannot deny that I know you, for 
your Voice and your Face will not pemit me to do ſo: 
Nor can I deny the Obligations I owe you, the Worth of 
your Parents, or your incomparable Modeſty; nor do I, or 
ſhall I ever value you the leſs for hat you have done, in 
wandring abroad to ſeek me in an Habit fo different from 
your on; on the contrary, I eſteem you for it beyond 
Expreſſion. But ſince my hard Fate has reduced me to ſuch 
a Condition, and I believe myſelf near the End of my Life, 
vvhich is the Time which extorts Truth from the Heart, 
I will dell you one, which if it be not acceptable to you 
now, may perhaps be of Uſe hereafter. I own, beuutif 
Leocadia, that 1 115 you, and you loyd me; I confeſs 
alſo, that the Paper I gave you was rather to ſatisfy you, 


than my ſelf; becauſe long before the figning of it, I had 


furrender'd up my Aﬀections. and my Spul to another Maid 
in my own [Fown; whom you well know, and whoſe 
Name is Theadoſſa, as well born as yourſelf; and tho I gave 
vou a Writing under my Hand, I had ſfirſt given her my 
Hand before ſuch Witneſſes, and ratify d by ſuch Actions, 

that it was no longer in my Power to engage myſelf to 
another. I made Love to you only for Paſtime, without 
reaping any other Benefit, you know, than an innocent Di- 
verſion, which neither did nor can injure you. What paſe d 
between me and Theodaſia was of another Nature; I fe- 
ceiv'd from her all that ſhe cou'd give and I deſire, upon x 
ſolemn Promiſe, that I wou'd be her Husband, and ſuch 1 
am. And if I left both her and you at once, you aſtoniſhd 
and deceiv d, and her in a Conſternation, and in her Opini- 


ns rob d of her „ I did it without 1 
N 4 
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and like a raſh young Man as I am; who look d upon 
all thoſe things as Friſles, which 1 might act withaut 
Scruple. Theſe, and ſuch like idle Fancies, which then came 
into my Head, prevail d on me to do what I was inclin'd 
to, which was to go away for Italy, there to ſpend ſome 
of my gayer Years, and then return to ſee how Providence 
had diſpos'd of you, and ob my lawful Wife. But Heav'n, 
I'm convinced, has had Compaſhon on me, and permitted 
me to be brought into this Condition, that by confeſſing 
theſe Truths (the Product 'of:my many Offences) I may 


in this World pay the Debt I owe, and you may be left 


undeceiv'd, ud at Liberty to diſpoſe of yourſelf as you 
ſhall think fit. And if Theodoſia ſhall ever happen to hear 
of my Death, ſhe may be inform'd by you, and the reſt 
here preſent, that at my Death I perform'd the Promiſe T 
made her living. If during the ſhort Time I have to live, 
I can be capable of ſerving you, Leocadia, in any thing, 
except admitting you to be my Wife, which it is impoſ- 
ſible, let me know it, and I will do it gladly, 

WHILST Antonio {ſpoke theſe Words, he had rais'd 
himſelf upon his Elbow, and the Moment he had done, 


his Arm ſlipp'd from under him, and he ſeem'd to faint 


away. Don Nuphael ſteppd to him, and embracing him 
cloſely, Chear up, dear Sir, ſaid he, and embrace your 
Friend and Brother, ſince you will make him ſo; know 
your Comrade, Don Raphael, who will be the true Witneſs 
of your Will, and of the Favour you deſign his Siſter, in 
receiving her for your Wife. Marc Antonio came to' himſelf, 
and immediately knew Don Raphael, and embracing him, 
and kiſſing him, Certainly; dear Don :Raphael and Brother, 
cry'd he, the extraordinary Joy I have in ſeeing you muſt 
be follow'd by ſome ſevere Sorrow, according to the uſual 
Obſervation, that after. Mirth comes 'Sadneſs; but I ſhall 
not repine at any A ffliction that ſhall befall me, ſince IJ have 
had this Satisfaction. I will add to your Satisfaction, re- 
ply'd Don Raphael, by preſenting you with this ineſtimable 
Jewel, your beloved Spouſe; and looking for Theoduſia, he 
CH: - tound 
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found her weeping behind the Company, in a ſtrange 
Confuſion, between Joy and Sorrow for what ſhe heard. 
Her Brother took her by the Hand, and ſhe ſuffer d him to 
lead her, without any Reſiſtance, to Marc Antonio, who 
knew and embraced her, the Tears of tender Love trick. 
ling from both their Eyes. The Company were amar d 
and look d upon one another, without ſpeaking a Word, 
expecting the Event. But the rejected unfortunate Leocadia, 
obſerving what Marc Antonio did, and beholding the Perſon 
ſhe had taken for Don Raphael's Brother, in the Arms of 
him whom ſhe look d upon as her Husband, and percei. 
ving her Deſign was ruin d, and all her Hopes deſtroy'd, 
ſhe ſlipp'd away privately out of the Room, while every 
one was gazing to ſee what the wounded Man did with 
the young Page he had in his Arms; and ſtealing down in- 
to the Street, reſolv'd to range wildly about the World, or 
bury herſelf in ſome unknown Retreat. 

TH E Moment ſhe got into the Street, Don Raphut 
mild her, and as if he had loſt his deareſt Treaſure, en- 
quir'd for her; but no one knowing any thing of her, with- 
out ſaying any more, he flew away to look for her; he 
repair d firſt to the Place where he was told Calveſe inn'd, 
thinking ſhe might be gone thither, to procure a Mule to 
make her Eſcape; but not meeting with her there, he tan 
up and down the Streets after her like a Madman, and imagin- 
ing ſhe might perhaps be return d to the Gallies, he haſtend 
down to the Shore, and at a diſtance heard one loudly 
calling out for the Boat of the Admiral's Galley, and per- 
ceiv'd that the Perſon who calld was the beautiful Lo- 
cadia: When ſhe. heard ſomebody behind her, ſhe drew her 
Sword to prevent any Accident, and in that Poſture waited 
the coming up of Don Raphael, whom ſhe preſently knew, 
and was: ſorry: he had fund her; and eſpecially in ſuch a 
loneſome Place; by ſome 'Sigus: Dan Raphael made, ſhe 

ceiv d he delign'd her no Ill; but on the contrary telti- 
fy'd ſuch an Affection, that ſhe con have! with'd Mare 
ma had. ſhewn. ber as much. m6 "46 Fe. 


HOW 
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Ho ſhall I expreſs what Don Raphael faid to Leoca- 
dia, when he diſclos d to her all his Heart! ſo inimitably 
tender and delicate were his Words; but 1 ſhall endeavour 
to repreſent it as I am able. Beautiful Leocadia, ſaid he, 
if a Reſolution to declare to you the Secrets of my Soul 
failbd me with my Fortune, the moſt paſſionate and chaſte Af- 
fection that ever roſe or can ariſe in an inamour'd Breaſt 
wou d be bury'd in perpetual Oblivion. But that I may not 
ſo much wrong my honourable Intention, (let what will be 
the Iſſue) Conlider, I beſeech you, Madam, if the violent 
Agitation of your Spirits will give Leave, that Marc Au- 


* 


' #oxio is not ſuperior to me in any thing, unleſs in the Hap- 


pineſs of being belov'd by you. My Deſcent is- as good as 
his; in the Goods of Fortune, as they are call'd, he does 
not much exceed me; and as for thoſe of Nature, it is 
not proper for me to commend myſelt, eſpecially if they 
are of no Value in your Eyes. I fay this, Madam, that you 
may embrace the Relief which is offer'd you in your Di- 
ſtreſs. You are ſenſible that Marc Antonio cannot be yours, 
becauſe Heav'n has made him my Siſter's ; and Heav'n, 
which has this Day depriv'd you of Marc Antoxio, pro- 
vides you ag Amends in me, who deſire no greater Hap- 
pineſs in this Life, than that you will accept me to be your 
Husband. Conſider, the Misfortunes, which have hitherto 
attended you, may now be happily concluded; and do not 
imagine, that the Liberty you have taken in following 
Marc Antonio, thus in this Diſguiſe, will influence me not to 
value and eſteem you as much as if you had never done 
it; for the Moment that I ſhall make you mine, (gladly 
chuſing you to be my Miſtreſs for ever) that very Mo- 
ment I; forget, and have already forgot, all I have known 
ind ſeen of this Affair; for the ſame Powers which 
have induced me to reſolve ſo abruptly and abſolutely to 
admire” you, and vow myſe!f yours, have driven you to 
the Condition you are in; ſo that there is no need to 
contrive Excuſes, where there has been no Fault. 
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LEOCA DI was ſilent all the while Den Raphu! 
ſpoke, only ſighing now and then from the bottom of her 
Breaſt. Don Raphael ventur d to take her by the Hand, and 
ſne had not the Power to hinder him; and pouring a thou- 


ſand Kiſſes on it: Reſolve, Lady of my Soul, ſaid he, tg 


take full Poſſeſſion of me, in the Preſence of the Starry 


Heaven which is over us, of this calm Sea which liſtens 
to us, and theſe watry Sands we ſtand on. Grant me your 


Conſent, which your Reputation requires as much as my 


Repoſe. I aſſure you again, I am a Gentleman, as you 


well know, and wealthy, and that I love you, which is 
what you ought moſt to value; and that whereas you 
are here alone, in an Habit ill. agreeing with your Honour, 
far from your Father's Houſe, and from your Kindred, 


without any one to ſupply your Wants, and without the 
leaſt Hopes of attaining what you fought after; you may 
'return to your native Country in your own decent and pro- 


Attire, accompany'd with a Spouſe as good as he whom 


vou had made Choice of, wealthy, contented, reſpected, and 


ſerv'd, and even commended by all who ſhall happen to 
hear of your Adventures. If the Caſe be ſuch, as it really 
is, at what can you heſitate? Reſolve, I ſay again, to raiſe 
me from the Depth of my Miſery, to the Happineſs of 
poſſeſſing you; by which you will procure your own Ad- 


vantage, and will act according to the Rules of Civility 


and Gratitude, and approve yourſelf, at the ſame time, ge- 
nerous and diſcreet. Well, faid the wavering Leocadia at 
length, ſince 'Heav'n has order'd it ſo, and it is not in my 
Power, nor in that of any Creature, to oppoſe what it has 
decreed ;  Heav'n's Will and yours, Sir, be done! Heavn 
knows with how much Shame I comply with your De- 
fie; not that I am inſenſible ho much it is my Intereſt 
to gratify you, but becauſe I fear, that when I have one 
anſwer d your Wiſh, you will look upon me with other 
Eyes than perhaps you have hitherto done; for as yet your 
Sight has deceiv d you. But be that as it will, I * 
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loſe the Name of lawful Wife to Don Raphael de Villavidana, 
and that Title alone will be ſufficient to make my Life 
happy. And if my Behaviour, after I am yours, ſhall prevail 
on you to have any Eſteem for me, I ſhall bleſs Heav'n 
for having conducted me thro' ſo many intricate Paths, and 
ſuch Calamities, to the Felicity of becoming yours, Don 


Raphael, - give me your Hand in Token that you will be 


mine, and here l give you mine in Teſtimony that I will 
be yours; and let thoſe you have mention'd, the Heav'ns, 
the Sea, and the Sands, and this Silence, interrupted only by 
my Sighs and your Intreaties, be Witneſſes, | 
HAVING faid this, ſhe permitted him to embrace 
her, and gave him her Hand, and Don Raphael gave her 
his. Their Tears, which in ſpite of paſt Sorrows flow'd 
from their Eyes. for Joy, celebrating the new nocturnal 
Eſpoulals, They immediately return d to the Gentleman's 
Houſe, who was extremely uneaſy for want of their Com- 
pany, as were Marc Antonio and: Theodoſia, who had been 
marry'd by a Prieſt; the Gentleman of the Houſe having 
ſent for one at the Requeſt of Theodoſia, who was appre- 
henſive leſt ſome unhappy Accident ſhou'd ariſe to inter- 
rupt her Happineſs; and when Don Raphael and Leocadia 
came in, and related all that had paſs'd between them, the 
Family rejoiced as much as if they had been their neareſt 
Relations; for it is natural to the Gentry of Catalonia to 
be faithful Friends, and kind to Strangers in Need. The 
Prieſt, who was preſent, order d Leocadia to change her 
Habit, and put on ſuch as was proper to her Sex, which 
the Gentleman comply'd with, dreſſing both the Ladies in 
very rich Cloaths of his Wife, who was a Perſon of Qua- 
ty of the Family of the Granolleques, an antient and il- 
lutrious Houſe in that Kingdom. Somebody who pity'd 
the wounded. Man, giving the Surgeon Notice that he talk'd . 
much, and was never without Company, he order'd, as be- 
fore, that he ſhould not be diſturb'd, But Heav'n, who had 
lo decreed, ani uſes Means which are above our Com- 
_ : | B prehenſior, 
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-prehenſion, when it deſigus to accompliſh'atly of its Won: I -* 
ders in our Sight, ſo order'd it, that Marc Avionio's Joy, i * 
and his Talking, contributed to his Recovery; fo that when Il © 
he was dreſsd the next Day he appear'd. to be out of Dan- 
ger, and in a Fortnight after he was ſo well, as to venture 
to travel without any Hazard. | FORKS pl 
"I T muſt be obſerv'd, that during the Time Marc An. 
ronio kept his Bed, he made a Vow, that in caſe it ſhould 
pleaſe God to reſtore him to his Health, he wou'd po on 
foot in Pilgrimage to St. Fago in Galicia; in executing | 
© Which Vow Don Raphael, Leocadia and Theodoſia bore him ] 
Company, as did Calveſe the Muleteer, an Action Men of 
that Sort are ſeldom guilty of; but Don RaphaePs Good- b 
neſs and frank Temper, which he was well acquainted 1 
with, were Inducements not to leave him till he return'd 
into his own Country; and as they were to go on foot, , 


he ſent away the Mules to Salamanca, (for which there : 
were Opportunities enough) with Don Raphael's Baggage. 
The Day on which they were to ſet out being come, and q 
having put on the Habit of Pilgrims, and provided all Ne. © 
ceſſiries, they took Leave of the gallant Gentleman, who 4 
had befriended and entertain'd them ſo generouſly, whoſe (| © 
Name was Don Sancho de Curdbua nobly deſcended, and 2 


perſonally renown'd. They all promis'd that they would not 1 
only themſelves ever preſerve a grateful Remembrance of I „ 
the Favours they had receiv'd, but wou'd tranſmit them to J 
their Poſterity; that they might at leaſt be always thankful, 


if it was not in their Power to make ſuitable Returns, 0 
Don Sancho embraced them all, telling them, it was his 0 
natural Inclination to do the like, or any Kindneſs to al ; 


whom he knew, or belier d to be Gentlemen of Caſil. 4. 
They again repeated their Embraces, taking their Leaves 5 
with a Mixture of Joy and Sadneſs; and travelling as 2. a 
greed with the Tenderneſs of the two new Female Pil- v 
1 
k 


grims, in three Days they reach'd Monr/errare; and having 
Nay'd there as long in performing the Duties of good Ca- 
tholick Clxiſtians, they proceeded in the fame leiſurely 

| - Manngr 
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Manner on their Journey, and happily arriv'd at St. Jago, 


without any Croſs or Diſaſter. Having falfil!d their Vow,, 
with the greateſt Devotion they were able, they wou'd, 
not quit their Habit of Pilgrims till they came to their 
own Homes, where they arriv'd at their Eaſe, and well- 
Rd. 51s 0 Hai £4 3 8 | 
N JUST as they diſcover d Leocadias Town, which, as 
was ſaid, was a League from Theodoſia's, they diſcern d 
either Village from a riſing, Ground, and were not able to- 
refrain ſhedding Tears, which proceeded from their Joy at 
the Sight; at leaſt it was thus with the two Brides, 
who then recall d. paſ6'd Accidents to mind. From the Place 
where they ſtood there was a Proſpect over a ſpacious 
Vale, which parted the two Towns; in the Valley they 
a a graceful Gentleman under the Shade of an Olive- 
Tree, well mounted, having a milk white Buckler on his 
left Arm, and a ſturdy long Lance couch'd in his right 
Hand. Looking earneſtly at him, they perce:v'd that two 
other Gentlemen, arm'd with the ſame Weapons, were 
coming on between the Olive-Trees, being as gracetul and 
comely, and ſoon. after, they ſaw them all meet. When 
they had been a ſhort, while together, they ſeparated, and 
one. of the laſt Comers went apart with him that was 
at firſt under the Olive-Tree; and clapping Spurs to their 
Horſes, they ran fiercely at one another, like mortal Enemies, 
Puſhing. furiouſly with their Lances, ſometimes avoiding, 
the Strokes, and ſometimes receiving them on their Buck- 
lers, with ſo much Dexterity, that they ſhew'd themſelves 
to be able Maſters. at the Exerciſe. The third ſtood looking 
on, without ſtirring from the Place. Don Raphael not_be- 
ing able to behold ſuch a furious Combat at a Diſtance, ran 
down the Hill as faſt as he cou'd, his Siſter and his Spouſe 
and Mare Antonio following him. He ſoon. came up to 
the two. Combatants,, juſt as they both received ſome 
Wounds, One of them haviog dropp'd his Hat, and with 
it a Steel Cap, when he turn'd his Face, Don Raphael 


| knew bim to be his Father, as did Marc Antonio the 


K 3 other 
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other to be his. Teocadia, who had cloſely view'd him 
who was not engaged, diſcoverd him to be her Fa- 
ther, at which Sight they were all four ſurprized, aſto- 
niſhed, and befide themſelves; but Reaſon at length dif- 
ſipating the Surprize, the two Brothers-in-Law ran in 


between the two who fought, crying out, Give over, 


Gentlemen, give over, your on Sons beg it of you, 
Father, cry'd Antonio, I am your Son; he for whoſe 
Sake thoſe venerable grey Hairs ate engaged in this Action. 
Appraſe your Anger, and throw away your Spear, or turn it 
on fome other 7 than him that ſtands before you, 
who from this time forward is to be your Brother, 
Don Raphael ſpoke much to the fame Effect to his 
Ä 8 I en 6012177 e 
THEIR Words reſtrain'd the aged 
gazed on thoſe that utter'd them and looking about, ob- 
ſerv'd that Don Henry, Leocadia's Father, had alighted, 


and was embracing one of the ſeeming Pilgrims. For 


Teocadia had gone up to him, and making herſelf known, 
begg'd him to part them that were engag d, telling him, 


in few Words, that Don Raplael was her Flueband, and 


Marc Antonio was Husband to Theodofia, Her Father ha- 
ving heard it, diſmounted, and held her in his Arms, and 
then quitting her, went to part the Fray, tho it was 
too late; for the two Combatants having diſcover d their 
Sons, were on foot embracing them, all the Company ſhed- 
ding Tears for Foy. They all came up, and look d up- 
on their Children with Aſtoniſnment; and touch d them 
with their Hands, to be fatisfy'd' vyhether they were not 
ſome Phantomes, their unexpected Arrival making them 
doubtful of what they faw; but being convinced, they 
again let fall Tears, and embraced. By this time a great 
Number of arm'd Men, both Horſe and Foot, appear d 
in the Valley, who were coming to defend the Gentle- 
men of their Town, But ſeeing them embracing the 
Pilgrims, they alighted and ſtood aftoniſh'd, till Don Henry 
briefly repeated to them what his Daughter Leormlia 1 
. to 


| Genalimen, who 
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told him. They all haſted to embrace the Pilgrims, with 

Tokens of Joy not to be expreſs'd, | 
' DON Raphael,' with as much Breyity as the Time 
and Place requir'd, related to them the whole Proceſs of 
his Love, and that he was marry'd to Leocadia, and his 
Siſter Theodoſia to Marc Antonio, which was a renewing. 
of their Sladneſs. They took five Horſes of the People 
who came out to part the Gentlemen, for the five Pil- 
orims, and agreed to go to Mare Antonio's Town, his Fa- 
ther offering to give the Wedding · Entertainment for them 
all. They ſet forward accordingly, and ſome that were 
preſent haſted before to get a Reward for carrying the good 
News to the Kindred and Friends of the Brides and Bride- 
grooms, By the Way Don Raphael and Marc Antonio were 
inform'd of the Occaſion of that Encounter; which was, 
that the Fathers of .Theodoſia and Leocadia had challeng'd 
Antonio's Father, as being privy to his Son's Treacheries; 
and finding him alone, wou'd not fight with Odds, but 
Man to Man, like Gentlemen; which Quarrel muſt have 
ended in the Death of one or two of them, if the others 
had not arriv'd as they did. The four Pilgrims bleſs'd God 
for their Good Fortune, and Marc Antonios Father caus'd 
the Solemnity' of the Weddings of his Son and Theodoſia, 
and Don Raphael and Donna. Leocadia, to be kept with the 

greateſt Splendor and Magnificence. 93 N 
THEY enjoy d one another happily many Years, leav= 
ing behind them au honourable Poſterity, which continues 
to this Day in both thoſe Towns, which are ſome of the 
beſt in Andaluſia. We do not name them in reſpect to 
the two Ladies, whom perhaps ill Tongues, or ſome over- 
ſcrupulous Perſons may blame for Lightneſs of Behaviour, 
and their ſudden Changing of their Habit. But I entreat 
ſuch Perſons not to be over-buſyin cenſuring ſuch Exceſſes, 
till they have look d at home, and examin'd if they ever 
felt the irreſiſtible Force of Love, which brings the Rea- 
ſon to the Bent of Inclination. Calveſe the Muleteer had 
. K 4 Don 
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Don Raphaels Mule he had ſent to Salamanca given him; 
beſides ſeveral other Preſents from both the Bridegroomy, 
And the Poets of that Time had a noble Subject to em- 
ploy their Pens in celebrating the Beauty, and the Adven- 
tures of thoſe daring and modeſt Maidens, who have been 
the chief Subject of this ſurprizing Relation. 


we END. 
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E Exerciſe of Cruelty,” and Tavaſion of 
private Right, have been ever the diſtin- 
guiſning Characteriſticks of a Tyrant. But 
there are other Qualities, that may ſubject 
Prince to this Odium; and make him as 
njnſupportable as either Anger ill governed, or 
Avarice unbridled, can do. When Malcolme was ſollicited 
to aſſert his Royal Right, and reſcue the Scoriſh Throne from 
the Oppreſſion of Macbeth, he pretended (for He fear d, this 
Invitation home might be. a Train to his Deſtruction ) 
He had fo many incurable Vices in him, was a Man of 
ſuch an intemperate Senſuality, that Maids and Matrons 
muſt fall a Sacrifice to his amorous Rage; ſo that for 
him to reign. would be a greater Burthen to the People, 
1 the Tyranny of * What Foſſeſſion gr | 


be 


206 The Loves of King HEN II, 
be more ſacred to us than the Honour of our Families? 
And, conſequently, what Injury can be more ftinging, 
than when That is invaded? No SanGity of Kingſhip can 
be a ſufficient Guard againſt Reſentment fo kindled, 
The Senſe of ſuch a Wrong naturally overleaps the Inequ· 
lities of Rank; and levels the Prince, Who dares commit 
it, down to the Revenge of his exaſperated Subject. Yet 
how many Inſtances might be produced of Kings, who 
have ventur d ypon the 4 2p their People in this Sort, 
without — either the Sword of Rebellion, or 
That of private Vengeance? The Reign of King Hemy 
the Second, of England. was famous for the Contention of 
a Subject with him, wit. Thomas Becket, the Stubborn 
Prelate of Canterbury: And tho' it might be thought no 
equal Match, (as One of our Chroniciers obſerves) yet in 
this Example we ſhall find it hard to judge which of Them 
had the Victory. But, in this ſame King's Reign. tho' he 
took the Daughter of a Baron, and the Wife of a Knight, 
to be his Concubines ; we hear of no Commotion ſtir'd, 
no Traces of Reſentment, either from the Father, or the 
Husband, againſt this Imperial Raviſher. -What Grace and 
Honours were confer'd on them from the Throne, to pal- 
liate-the-ln)uryy#is.a Secret that now ſleeps in Oblivion; 
but it looks, ( fo full of Tumults was that unquiet Reign, 
and ſuch Occaſtons it furniſh'd' of ſeconding Rage; ) as if 
their Diſpleaſure was difarm'd, and ſoften d, by he Allure- 
ments of Profit, or Preferment. 

THE Daughter of this Baron, Walter Lord Clifford, 
was She whom We are taught to call the fair Roſamond; 
the Loves of wham- with py the fond make the 
Subject. of our preſent Story. 

KING. Hun came to the Throne of England, before 
be was full three-and awenty/ Years: of Age. The Duke- 
doms of Nar mandy and Anjois wlnch he held in his own 
Right (2 Heir to * Plautagenet, Duke of Anjou, 
his Father; ) and the Dutchy of Guyemne and Earldom of 
Poidton Which he received with his Wife Queen Eleanor, 
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- (the Daughter and Heir of Milam Duke of Pa: 
being all united in bis Perſou, made him a Dominiog of 
| a larger Extent than any Chriſtian King at that Time en- 
joy'd. The Dukedom of indeed, be held ratber 
by Uſurpation, than Deſcent. ft was left him by his Father 
on limited Conditions, that He ſhau'd hold it no longer 
than till he came to be King of Bugland; and then to de- 
liver it up to his young as Geoffrey. The old Duke 
was ſomewhat ſoſdicinns of his Son's. Complyance to this 
Part ef his Will; for he made his Lords to ſwear, that 
they would not ſuffer his Body to be buried, until bis Son 
— had ſworn to perform it. The Son, in Reverence 
to his Father's Body, and that it migbt not be deprived of 
the Rites of Burial, ſubmitted to the Oath; but as he took 
it enwilliogly, he with the lefs Reluctance broke it : And 
having obtain d a Deſpenſation of it, from Adrian the 
Fourth, the then Pope; (who nat long after was choak'd 
with a 4 Fly in his Drink; ) he entred Anjou with an Army, 
and takes from his Brother Geoffrey, but ill prepared to 
make Reſiſtance, not only that Principality; but likewiſe 
ſeveral Cities, which the Old Duke had abſolutely bequeath d 
to him for his Maintenance. 

IT could ſearce be doubted: but a Prince, wha, upon 
his — Stepping into a Throne, was guilty of ſuch a 

ty aga ainſt his Brother, would not ſtand nicely on Li- 
— with bis Subjects. Vet we are told that he began his 
Reign, es Solamon would haue done in his Flace; and 
ſhew'd ſuch Conduct in Government, that he did many 
Things, which in a disjointed State were no lefs wells | 
and expedient,- than requifite and neceſtary. 

As this Prince is one material Figure in our Picture, 
It may not de amiſs to be the more particular in the De- 
tail of his Charter. He had the Reputation of Wiſdom 
all the Chriſtaan World over, fay our Hifforians 5 and: gene- 
rally to fpeak of him, he was an excellent Prinee. But. 
forely, the Virtues in Him bad an ample Alloy of Frailty; 


6 were & mingled and temper'd, that it is difficult w 
er 
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der what! Claſb-to range them. He was of a Spirit, fay 
They, in the higheſt degree generdus: But this. Deſcription 
ſorts but ill wick his Behaviour towards his Brother Geof- 
rey. He would ſay frequently, that all the World ſuffic'd 
not to a couragious Heart: But might not Ambition, or 
Avarice; be the Source of ſuch a Courage ? That he might 


be the leſs preſſing upon his People with Taxations, he 


reſum d all ſuch Lands: belonging to the Crown, which 
| Had any ways been alien d, or ;uſurp'd; from it: as think- 
ing it better to diſpleaſe a Few, — aggrieve the General. 
But we may qcontider, on the other Hand, that as his 
Whole Reign was embroil'd with Rebellions, the Forfei- 
tures and Confiſcations at every Rebellion were as good 
as bs 6 Mice to him, ſo made the laying Taxes the leſs neceſ- 
The Penance: that he underwent in going bare foot 
to Archbiſhop Berket's Tomb, and ſuffering himſelf to be 
deuten with Rods by every Monk of the Cloyſter, ſhew d 
that: he was rather Supeſtitious, than not religious; but his 
crying out, upon the Loſs of the City of Menez, that he 
ſhould never love God any more, border'd much nearer on 
Blaſphemy than Superſtition. So indulgent was he to his 
eldeſt Son, that He permitted him to be crowd King in his 
own Time: Let ſo hard and uncquitable was he to his o- 
ther Children, that he drove them to rebel againſt Him for 
Want of thoſe Allotments ſuitable to their high Bitth and Qu 
lity. He was ſuch a Lover of Action, and martial Euterprize, 
that he took Care to cut out Wars rather than want them: 


So that he made it a Schooling to his Soldiers, and an Exer- 


ciſe to Himſelf: Vet ſo diſſolute, and abandon d, was he in 
luxurious Pleaſures; that, as he bad ſeveral Concubines, ſo 
his Lewdneſs did not ſtop on the very Conſines of Inceſt. 
FROM this Sketch of his Mind and Endowments, 
let us deſeend to a; ſhort Deſeription of his Perſon, He 
was of a goodly Stature, and firm of Limbs ; rather cor- 
pulent, than tall, which made him very ſpare of Diet; 
decauſe he was a ive of being too fat. He was 

* and broad cheſted; an Indication of bodily een 
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and Fair ROSAMOND. 209 
and of a Conſtitution ſo well temper d, that he could very 
patiently abide the Inclemencies both of Heat and Cold. 
He was of a comely Countenance, ruddy and blooming : 
His Hair inclin'd to a bright Yellow ; and his Eyes, which 
were grey, lively and piercing. His Mien and Addreſs | 
nothing 'diſgrac'd his Form; but added a Grace to what 
was before becoming: And as he had ſo violent a Propen- 
ſity to venerial Pleaſures, thoſe Inclinations taught him to 
ſoften his Features, and play the humble Courtier to win 
the Ladies over to his Careſſes. | 

HIS amorous Diſpoſition ſhew'd itſelf early in his 
Marriage with Queen Eleanor, before he was arriv'd to his 
twentieth Year, This Match was probably of his own 
Seeking, for his Father was newly dead : Nor did it want 
its diſcouraging Circumſtances : So that he ſeem'd to have 
conſulted rather the Motions of Blood, than the Guidance 
of Diſcretion, She was a Lady, that overmatch'd him in 
Years, and was not any ways celebrated for her Beauty: 
In Face rather gloomy and auſtere, than ſprightly and 
inviting ; and of 'a Temper more inclin'd to Subtlety, and 
jealous Suſpicions, than any way open, complaiſant, and 


 undeſigning, To all this, ſhe was a Widow, the repuls'd 


Wife of Lewis the VIIth of France, The Cauſe of her Di- 
vorce is variouſly related ; and ſome of our Hiſtorians have- 
been very free with her Reputation. They ſay, that when 
King Lewis carried her with him into the Holy Land, She 
was ſo far from behaving holily, that ſhe led a moſt licen- 
tious Life: and, which is the moſt ſcandalous Kind of 
Licentiouſneſs, proſtituted | herſelf” to the Familiarities of 
a. mean and vulgar Turk, King Lewis, tho he heard of 
her lewd Eſcapes, diſſembled his Knowledge of them, till 
his Return to his Kingdom; and then waving a Publica- 
tion of the true Cauſe, as what he could not bring with- 
out Diſgrace to himſelf, he made Uſe of the Plea of Near» 
neſs of Blood, as being Couſins in the fourth: Degree, which 
was allowed by the Pope as a ſufficient Cauſe to divorce 
them tho? he had at that Time two Daughters by _ 
E ˖ ˙˖— MR "TOR iron W 
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WHATEVER Grounds there might be in Truth for 
this reproachful Character, I will not venture to determine, 
Yet allowing it only an unſupported Scandal of Rumour, 
it might be ſufficient, if it unhappily reach'd King Henry's 
Ears, in ſame Degree to eſtrange him from her Embraces, 
and furniſh, an Excuſe for a young and voluptuous Mo- 
narch to give a Looſe to his Appetite in Company more 
agrezable. | | 
AS the King took ſo great Delight in the Converſation 
cf the Ladies, we are not to wonder, if his Court was 
daily crowded with the fair Sex. Each found it her Pride 
and' Pleaſure to be ſingled out for Diſcourſe with the King: 
And if the Dialogue led to Addreſs and Aſſignation, there 
were never wanting Some, in that gay Aſſembly, who 
were willing to comply with their Prince's Inclination. 
WE do not hear that Roſamond ever made her Appear- 
ance in that wanton Circle. Her Father, the Lord Clifford, 
had a Seat in Oæfordſbire, where this young Beauty receiv'd 
a virtuous. and referv'd Education. It was her Father's 
Ambition that ſhe ſhould be brought up to know the Du- 
ties of Domeſtic Life, rather than to be celebrated for her 
Charms, or Gallantry of Converſation, He, who could 
not but be acquainted with the Debaucheries of the Court, 
thought it proper his Daughter ſhould make no Acquain- 
tance there. He conſider d, that however ſhe might keep 
herſelf untainted in that great Scene of Danger, it was im- 
poſſible for her to ward againſt the Aſſaults of Calumny, 
Her bloaming Beauty might be envied by one Sex, and 
blown. au by the other: And too often it is ſeen, that 


Cenſure will be buſie with a Reputation, for no other 


Reaſon than becauſe Importunity cannot overthrow it. 
He knew too, how eafily Precept and Principle give Way 
ta Splendor and Gaiety. He had no Reaſons to ſuſpect his 
Daughter's. Modeſty, or Conduct; but it was enough to 
awaken bis Fears, that ſne had Female Paſſions: And a 

Woman muſt have more Flegm, or more Philo- 


young 
ſophy, than-is ordinary, that can reſiſt all the Attacks of 


Pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, when Pomp too is its Attendant. His wiſeſt 
aim therefore was to keep her unknown, till he could 
marry her; and then the Care of her Reputation would 
dovolve on her Husband. But how vain are all the Schemes 
of humane Policy ! How impotent is Wiſdom againſt the 
Power: of Accident! Let us call it Fate, or Chance, or 
Providence that hangs over us, we are All link'd to a Chain 

of invilible Cauſes : | 


Man's Life is wy a Mit; and in the Dark 
8 Fan meet us. 


As ; King Henry centred his Pleaſures chiefly in the Enjoy- 
ment of Beauty, ſo Beauty was often the Subject of Diſ- 
coutſe with his Peers. The King could no ſooner hint 
his Approbation of any particular Lady, but the comply- 
ing young Nobility concurr'd to cry up her Charms: 
While others, officious to miniſter freſh Fewel to their 
Maſter's Flame, would be liberal in the Praiſe of ſome Ob- 
Jett, that had not yet blefs'd his Eye. Among the reſt, 
tis faid, it happen d, a rapturous Courtier ſtruck into an 
Encominm of the Lord Clifford's Daughter. Nature had. 
ſcarce done more for her in perſonal Adornments, than 
this young Inamorato's Eloquence did in the Deſcription 
of her Beauties, No Part of her Perfection ſuffer d under 
his Praiſe: He breath'd it with all the Fervency of an im- 
piſſion d Lover, and inſpir d Poet. The Sentiments of 
his Heart improv'd the Force of his Expreſſions ; and 
help's him to draw a Picture of inchanting Sweetnels, 
The Ear as greedily drinks in the Deſcription of an abſent 
Beauty, as the Eye does the Attractions of One preſent: 
and ces, ne is almoſt as powerful as Sight in its Im- 
preſfions, 

This Relation, whether defi n'd, or accidental, had all, 
is force on King Henry's Mind. His Eyes ſparkled and 
his Cheeks glow'd with the Emotiags of his Fancy; 
and B98 * all the Symptoms of a deſiring and im- 

patient 
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patient Lover. He now began to look upon it as an In- 
jury from the Lord Cliford,' that he had kept her from 
Court: But he reflected, that a, poſitive Command for 
bringing her there would too much unboſom his Purpoſe, 
Love is never backward to aſſiſt his Votaries with Coun. 
ſel; and Love (or whatever elſe we may call it ia this 
diſſolute Monarch) prompted that Scheme which became 
an Inlet to his Deſires. „o 
THE Spring was now ſo advanced that it was giving 
way to Summer, when the King expreſs'd an Inclination 
to unbend from State Fatigues, and Court-Ceremony. He 
was determin'd to make a Progreſs thro' ſome Parts of 
his Kingdom; and the Rout was ſettled to begin with 
Oxford/hire. He deſign d, twas given out, to pay Vilits: 
to his Nobility, every where as they lay in his Way; 
therefore purpoſely abated of his Retinue, and travel!'d on- 
ly with a ſcanty Train of his Favourites. Splendid Pre- 
parations were made by thoſe Peers, who flatter d them- 
ſelves with the Honour of this Royal Gueſt : But he who 
had artfully inſinuated the Feint of a coaſting Voyage, 
meant no more than to drop Anchor. at the Lord Cliffard's, 
Ir was early in the Day, when he arriv'd at this No- 
bleman's; and he was receiv'd with all the Wellcome that 
a pleas d and unſuſpecting Subject could ſhow. - The Baron 
pleaded many Excuſes for the Want of a due Preparation, 
and an ill-furniſh'd Table, but the King told him with a 
Smile, that he came only with a Friend's and Traveller's 
Stomach, and hop d his Wellcome would appear in the 
Eaſe of his Entertainment. The King with great Chear- 
falneſs, and ſhow of Pleaſure ; ſurvey d the Apartments, 
and prais d the Delicacy of the Air, and Situation of the 
Place. My Lord Clifford had ſpacious Gardens, and beau- 
tifülly diſpos d, in Which the King willingly ſpent ſome 
Hours; ever and anon glaneing up his Eye toward the 
Windows, hapjag de might get a Sight of that Beauty, 
the Deſcription of whoſe Charms had drawa him thither. 
Eee e ee e e of the 
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Family appear d: The King's Impatience made him a little 
chagrin at this Diſappointment, and he told my Lord 
Cliford, that if his Preſence put any Reſtraint uponthe Houſe, 
it was his Cue for Departure: nor would he ſtay to dine 
with him, unleſs the Women held their wonted Places at 
the Table. My Lord would have fain interpos'd his Apo- 
"logies in Behalf of his Wife and Daughter; but the King 
was peremptory, and would by no Means excuſe their 
Abſence.” The Royal Pleaſure was immediately made 
known; and the Ladies order'd to prepare to make their 
Appearance, The Lady Clifford attir'd herſelf in that de- 
cent Pomp, which became her Years, and the Quality 
of her Lord: But the Daughter, tho' there was no De- 
ſign of her making any Conqueſts, was deck'd in all her 
richeſt Apparel and Jewels. The Mother, perhaps, was 
proud (an Ambition that Fondneſs, or Vanity, may eafily 
attone for) her blooming Child ſhould appear to the beſt 
Advantage; or ſhe might think, ſome Compliment was 
paid to their Royal Gueſt in the Ceremony of her Dreſs 
and Ornaments. 

AS ſoon as they entred the Room, the King with a 
becoming Gaiety and good Breeding advanced to falute his 
Hoſteſs; and then with a Joy, that wanted the Colour 
of Ceremony to conceal it, addreſs'd himſelf to Roſamond. 
The beauteous young Maid was throwing herſelf at his 
Feet, to expreſs the Humility of her Duty; when the 
King, who was tranſported at ſo favourable an Oppor- 
tuni y, ſpread his Arms to prevent it, and declining his 
Head near to her white panting Boſom, and gently raiſing 
her, {aid in the ſofteſt and moſt, obliging Tone, That he 
muſt not ſuffer her to bend the Knee to him there, who was 
but a Treſpaſſer, and came to give them Trouble. When 
your Father, continued He, brings you to Court, 1 ſhall be 
plead" to fee you in that Poſture as a Petitioner for ſome- 
thing, in which I ſhall be glad to oblige your Houſe. My 
Lord Cli iford, who conſtrued theſe Words as an Earneſt 

of the King's future Favour, * with the loweſt Re- 
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pect: and the young Lady anſwer d them only with a bluſt 
If Deſcription had before been laviſh in the Particular 
of her Beauty, the Profuſion of her Charms, in the King', 
Conceit, out-did all Deſcription : And it was a double 
\ Difficulty upon him not to gaze upon her with that Zeal 
he wiſh'd to do, and to be oblig'd to dilguiſe the Force 
of his Admiration. But Policy, and the Hope of an 
Event to his Wiſhes, taught him to ſuppreſs the Impatience 
of his Longings, and diſſemble a Paſſion that rais d ſuch 
a Conflict within him. Ty 26 
SOME of the Hiſtorians, I obſerve, ſeem to inſinuate 
their Doubts, whether Roſamond were the real Name of 
this adorable Creature: Or whether, as the Name itſelf 
imports, and as her Royal Lover us'd always to ſtyle her, 
ſhe was not call'd ſo, ap being the Roſe of the World, the 
Roſe and Flower of all its Beauties, The Words of He- 
ling ſhead, who gives us but a. ſhort Deſcription of her, 
plainly carry a Suſpicion of this ſort. He delighted, (ſays 
that Chronologer, ſpeaking of King Henry the Second) 
« moſt in the Company of. a pleaſant Damoiſelle, whom he 
« cleped the Roſe of the World, the common People named 
* her. Roſamund, for her paſſing. Beauty, Properneſs of Per- 
e /on,. and pleaſant Wit, with other amiable Qualities, being 
«, werily a rare and peerleſs. Piece in thoſe Days. But as 
fixing the Certainty of her Name is of no Importance to 
her Story, we'll conſent with the receiv'd Opinion to call 
her Roſamond, and proceed to deſcribe the Opening of her 
Prince's Paſſion for her f 3 
THE Servants having now cover d the Table for Din- 
ner, the King obliged the Lady Clifford to keep her Place 
at the Head of it; and, fitting down at her Left Hand, 
contrived, what he moſt ardently. deſired, that the inchan- 
ting Roſamond might be directiy oppoſite to Him: And 
that Ceremony might have no place, where Pleaſure was 


intended the chief Object, the few Lords, that attended 


him in this Progreſs of Gaiety, were indulg'd in making 
a Part of his Company at Table, is + 
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II has been obſerv'd of this Prince, that he was very 


ſpare of his Diet, in regard he was inclin'd to Corpulen- 
cy: And it is ſaid too, that he never drank, but when He 
was really Thirſty, The chief of his Repaſt now was 
taken in at his Eyes; and his Appetite was beſt fatisfied 
with gazing on that Heaven of Beauty, The Lady Clifford 
ſeem'd not a little pleas d that the King took ſo much No · 
tice of her Daughter; for ſhe little ſuſpected the Intent o 
of his repeated Glances: And the blooming Roſamond, 
who, when ſhe look'd up, often met the King's Eyes fix'd 
on hers, felt a conſcious Pride in the Royal Gazer, and 
had her fair Cheeks ſuffus d with ſudden Bluſhes. 

THE enamour'd Henry ſpent ſome Days at the Lor! 
Cliford's, and was indulg d in the Society of this youthful 
Charmer. The unſuſpecting Father and Mother, ' who re- 


| joyc'd in the Honour done them, ſuffer d her to do many 


fitting Offices for their Royal Gueſt; who ſubmitted to 
it only for the Pleaſure of ſuch an Attendant. As Oppor- 
tunity favour d, he would ſigh, and kiſs her Hand; and 
breathe the ſofteſt Raptures in Praiſe of her tranſcending 
Beauty: And, upon his Departure, preſented her with a 
Sett of Jewels of great Worth and Richneſs. 
. ROSAMOND, who had an ambitious Spirit, enter- 
tain'd a ſecret Triumph in her Royal Captive z he had 
dropt Expreſſions enough to make her believe how ſenſible 
he was of her Charms; and the Laviſhneſs of his Preſent 
convinced her he was in earneſt in his Profeſſions. As the 
Jewels were much worn, the Country did not ſpare to 
ſpeak freely, and make broad Comments on the King's 
Liberality. Envy is always awake to catch Occafions of 
detracting; and Ill. will always at Leiſure to report what 
Envy dictates. It was not long before the Obſervations 
of the Cauntry reach'd the Clifford. Family; and her Fa- 
ther thought it the wiſeſt Way to encourage a Treaty of 
Marriage, then warmly ſollicited by the young. Lord Firz- 
waters, The youthfal Courtier was indulg'd to double his 
Viſitations to Roſamon ]; and the Marriage deſign'd to be 
| | | clap'd 
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vr The Loves of King HENRY II, 
\clap'd up at once with the greateſt Privacy. But as our amb. 


tious Beauty had her Thoughts turn d to higher View, 


-ſhe receiv'd Fita waters with a diſpleaſing Coldneſs and In- 
difference. He could not but be conſcious, how little Im. 
preſſions his Addreſſes were like to make, ſo to cut ſhort the 
-Uneafineſs of a vain Suſpence, he beg'd to be determin'4 
in his Fate from her Mouth. Roſamond, with. an artfyl 
' Reſerve, reply'd, that ſhe thought herſelf much honour 
in his Lordſhip's Suit, which her Regard for him could 
not permit her to incourage, ſince ſhe was aſſur d he coul 

rſue her as a Wife, without incurring bis Royal 

Maſter's Reſentments. So ſtartling a Declaration alarm 
his Honour as well as Safety, and he from that. Hour re 
linquiſh'd his Pretenſions, and diſcontinued his Vilits, 

T Als Diſmiſſion of Firzwazers confirm'd my Lord 
Clifford, that the Obſervations of the Country were not 
ungrounded: and there was nothing now remaining for 
him, but to ſubmit to the Imputation of being a Pander to 
his Daughter; or to decline that Odium, by ſending bet 


out of the Reach of Danger. He concerted Meaſures with 


his Wife, and it was agreed that Roſamond and Alethus 
(an Attendant that was kept for her in the Houſe, in the 
Nature of a Governante;) ſhould be inſtantly- diſpatch'd 
to a Relation of my Lord's in Cornwall, | Alethea was or 
der'd with the utmoſt Privacy to pack up all her Lady's 
travelling Neceſſaries; and a Chariot and Six Horſes at- 
tended early the next Morning to tranſport them into Corn 
wall. „tn * 

IHE Lord Cliferd's Heart was now a little more at 


Eaſe, tho he felt many a Pang of Sorrow for the Abſence 


of his Child. But how little Security is there in the Truſt 
of the moſt favour d Servant! The King had already found 
a Means to ſuborn Aletbea in his Intereſt : Gold was 


plentifully ſupplied to her, and more plentifully promiſed: 


And her Province was to inſinuate to her deluded Pupil 
that as the King was the Fountain of Honour; no Honour 
conſequently, could be loſt in his Embraces. This _— 
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fal Guardian took the firſt ſafe Opportunity of ending an 
Expreſs to Court, containing a particular Account o ber 
oung Lady's Reſidence with her Relation, and howy caſi- 

ſhe might be remov'd at the King's Pleaſure. | 


HM  2054308D, tho! in Duty the did not oppoſe the 


Journey. had ſecretly very little Stomach to ſuch à Pil- 
i Limage. The Diſtance of the Way, the Solitarineſs of 
de Situation, and the little Variety of Company that the 
ace afforded; made her think that ſhe was little better 
than buried alive. Beſides, the Conſideration, when this 
State of Baniſhment was to determine, or rather how 
long it might continue, doubled her Uneafineſs. Alethea 
took advantage of all her Hours of Diſquiet, diſliked every 
Thing about her, and pretended to wiſh ſhe could obtain 
\ Dififion — a Charge ſo uneaſie to her: Intimated, 
that ſne thought my Lord Clifrd had in this Action ſhewn 
too much Rigour and Diſtruſt; that the King was in ſome 


Roſamond under his Protection: That when Subjects take 
too peremptory Steps to thwart a Prince's Inclinations, 
ſuch a Diſobligation provokes him naturally to do bim- 
ſelf Juſtice ;* and then they might thank their own 'Obfti= 
nacy for the Conſequences. ' All theſe Harangues were 
made Uſe of by Alethea to ſecond her own Complottingsz 
and lead the Way to what ſhe: knew would ſuddenly be 
the Sequel. She found, They had their Effect u pon 
the Mind of Roſamond, whoſe Soul was fired with the 
Pleaſure of the Royal Favour. She flatter'd herſelf in the 
e u ſuppoſed Strength of her Virtue, and fondly fancied ſhe 
nc: might ſtill riſe in his Grace, and. good Opinion. by reſiſt» 
cut ing bis amorous Importunities. Theſe o erweening 'Pre» 
und Ml ſumptions filrd her Head with ſtrange Schemes of Gran- 
was deur : Diſobedience was gradually getting Ground in her 
ſed: Boſom; and ſhe now conceiv'd herſelf injur d by the Cau- 


upil, i tion of her Parents, and her high Fortunes * 
our, their een 1 1K. 18 * | 1 
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Degree inſulted by it, and might think himſelf obliged to take 
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Sli had few Days to cultivate, or combate, theſe Opi, 
nigns, ere, as ſhe and her Govarnaute were walking in 
8 lonely Grove, a Chariot with a ſtrong Retinue wy 
ſeen in the neighbouring Road; and a Gentleman ſoon ac. 
coſted her with 4 Letter from the King, and a poſitive 
Command inſtantly to conduct her up to Court. We 
may imagine, what Paſſions combatted in our youthful 
| Baauty's Breaſt, upon ſuch a /Surprize 1, What Tumulte 
| were at once rais d in her unpractis d Mind! How did 
| Hopes and Fears alternately triumph, and-langyiſh in her 
| Boſom ! Her Father, ber Honour, the King, and Grandeur, 
were by turns the Objects of her Thoughts; and each 
eras d by the Other in the Hurry of Thinking. But the 
Pleaſure ſhe felt, to ſee with what aweful Reverence her 
new Retinue regarded her; to read in what Strains of 
Tenderneſs, and ſtricteſt Deceney, the King invited ber to 
his Protection, ſoon overſway d all other Emations; and 
yielded her up to the Obedience of the Royal Summon: 
Her Journey was laid out in eaſie 8nd unfatigning Stages; 
and, every where, Accommadations, both ef her Table 
and Apartments, were ſettled before hand, ſuitable to the 
State of a King's belt Favqurite. This Scene; of prepart- 
tory. Pomp was moſt pleaſing ig a Mind, {@, ſaſceptible 
of Ambition, as That of Re was; ſhe: ſa herſelf, 
in eyery Deſignment, the Darling of her Prince; and her 
wring Thoughts rais d her at once to a Partnerſhip of 
his Throne. MPT vo eee e 5: | 
Now is the Lord Clifford fleeping in the frcetelt ge- 
curity, comforting himſelt with the Reſcue of his Daughy 
ter's Honour, the Probability of the King's Paſſion abating 
with Time and Abſence, snd of ber ready Complyance 
wich any Match that ſhould be propoſed to ber for the 
future; when the Heart · afflicting News is brought to 
him, that Roſamond is no longer at her Relation's in Cort- 
wall, but ſheltred under the Roof of the Royal Palace. 
We muſt leave to every Reader's Imaginstion what Ago 
nies this too vvell · vouchd Report muſt give her _ 
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diſippointed Parents: It is a Scene of Sorrow too exqui- 
fite for Words to paint; a domeſtic Woe, that Fathers on- 
ly under the fame Mis fortune can feel, 
ROSAMOND in the mean time is ſettled in ber 
Apartments at Court, has her Robes and Officers of State 
appointed, ''her Levees, and Drawing · Rooms, and every 
Degree of Grandeur almoſt emulating That of the Royal 
Conſort. We'll paſs over the Account, by what Sollicita- 
tions the King won her to bis Bed; or how long her 
Virgin-Modeſty reſiſted his amorous Siege: Suffice it to 
Gy, that Importunity too ſoon prevail'd : And the Trea- 
fore of her Youth and Honour is ſurrendred to the Poſſeſ- 
fion of her Imperial Raviſher, 
HER Charms, we find, neither ſatiated, nor pall'd the 
King's Ardour. She continued in all the Favour of a Mi- 
fireſs-unenjoy'd': And his Fondneſs rather encreas'd for 
her, the more he taſted of her unrival'd Beauties. Time 
eſtabliſn d her Power and Title ia the King's Heart: 
And her Wit and Addreſs kept alive thoſe fierce Deſires, 
which her unrefifted Charms firſt kindled. All Court- 
Suits were carried thro her Interceſſion; and ſhe was the 
miniſtring Angel that banded them up to the Throne. So 
many were obliged by her good Offices, that ſhe was 
bleſs'd by all but thoſe who envied her Pomp, and her whoſe 
Nights ſhe uſurp d in the Embraces of the King. | 
FAIR Roſamond was not the firſt who had led Ki 
Henrys Eyes and Heart aſtray : But Queen Eleanor —_ 
the leſs forgive her on the Account of her ſuperior Charms. 
She well knew, what a Devotee her Voluptuous Lord 
was to Beauty; and ſhe fear'd the Date of Roſamond s 
Uſurpations would keep Place with the Degree of her 
Charms, Complain of the Injury ſhe durſt not to the 
king He was too impatient of her jealous Tranſports. 
What ſhe could not redrefs, her Inveteracy will prompt 
her to revenge: Some Tumult muſt be raiſed to diſturb 
the happy Lovers; and rouſe him from the Arms of his 
adorable Miſtreſs, Several State-Circumſtances concurr'd 
| L 2 to 
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to lend her Reſentment an Aſſiſtance; and Every one ſhe 
Yhprov'd by the Induſtry and Negotiations of her Agents. 
THE firſt Cloud of Commotian aroſe from the Quar- 
ter of France: For King Lewis, ill-digeſting King Henry's 
Match with his divorced Wife Eleanor, ſought all Oppor: 
tunities to expreſs his Spleen, by doing him Diſpleaſures. 
And now a fit Occaſion offers to declare himſelf.” A Dif. 
ference ſtarted between Raymond Earl of St. Giles, and 
| Henry King of England, about the Earldom of Tholouſe; 
which Raymond poſſeſs d, and Henry claim'd. In this Dif- 
fer-nce King Lewis takes part with Reymond, as pretending 
his to be the juſter Side. Hereupon are great Forces 
provided on each Side, and a deciſive Battle expected to 
have been fought. King Henry, as Queen Eleanor hop'd 
it would happen, was upon the Point of embarking to 
follow his Forees, and head them in the Field; when, to 
the Surprize all Parties, by Mediation of Friends, a Peace 
was made: And to make this Peace tbe. firmer, a Mar- 
riage was concluded between King Henrys eldeſt Son, 
Prince Henry, and Margaret the Daughter of King Lewis; 
and the young Lady was deliver'd to King Henry, to bring 
up till fit Years for Conſummation. „„ 
' THE jealous Rage of Queen Eleanor was fruſtrated by 
this amicable Compoſition for the preſent : But tho? this 
was then thought a ſtrong Link to hold theſe two Kings 
in Friendſhip, it proved afterwards a Cauſe to open a wi. 
der Breach. When Prince Henry arriv'd to the Age of 
Seventeen Years, it came into the King his Father's Mind 1 
to have him crown'd King, and reign with himſelf in his 
own' Time. This was partly done out of a Fit of Indul- 
gence to his Son, but chiefly as having found by his oun 
Experience, that Oaths for Sueceſſion arè commonly elud- 
ed; but Oaths for preſent Allegiance can have no Evaſion, 
Accordingly, he acquaints his Lords with his Purpoſe, 
cauſes his Son to be crown'd King by the Archbiſhop of 
York, and all the Lords to ſwear Allegiance to him. 
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' THIS adminiſtred freſn Occaſion for the working 
Queen Eleanoy's Revenge. For King Lewis now took Diſ- 
ſeaſure that his Daughter was not crown'd as well as her 
Husband. To fatisfy the French Monarch in this Point, 
the young King and' his Conſort are jointly crown'd by 
Halter Archbiſhop of Roan ; and ſhortly after they paſs 
over into France to her Father, and by him are entertain'd 
with great Joy and Variety of Triumphs. And now is 


* 
* 


the Atter game of Malice to be play d. In the Time of 
their being in France, King Lewis, partly out of his old 


Spleen to King Henry, and partly to make his Son · in-· Law 
more abſolute, falls oftentimes into Conference with him; 


and finding his hot Spirit to be fit Fewel for ſuch Fire, 


tells him, It was a Shame he ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be 
made a Stale, have the Title of a King and not the Au- 
thority ; and that as long He ſtood in ſuch Terms, that, 
which ſeem d an Honour, was indeed a Diſgrace. With thefe 


Suggeſtions of King Lewis, our young Henry's Paſſions 
were ſet afloat ; and from that Time forwards he ſtuck got 
openly to oppoſe his Father. 


KING Henry having Intelligence of his Son's Motions, 


ſends Meſſengers to King Lewis, deſiring him from the 


King their Maſter, to be a Means to bring his Son to 
more Moderation. King Lewis, hearing the Ambaſſadors 


call their Maſter King, with an angry Countenance ſaid 


to them, What mean you by this to call him King, who 


| hath paſs'd his Kingdom over to his Son? The Ambaſ- 
ſadors, finding ſuch cold Reception, were glad to make 
the beſt of their Way back to England. 


TO this Evil, that appear'd to threaten fulficient Di- 
ſturbance, was another ſuperadded. Queen Eleanor, whoſe 


Jealouſie, on account of her Husband's Concubines, was 


no Way to be aſſwaged but by Vengeance, not only in- 
cens'd her Son Henry in his Cauſe, but perſwaded alſo Two 
others of her Sons, Richard and Geoffrey, to join againſt 


their Father : Telling them, It would 2 better for them 


that their Brother ſhould prevail, who could not chuſe but 
"3 allove 
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allow them better Maintenance, than their Father. With 
theſe Perſwaſions they paſs. oyer into Normandy,” and joig 
with their Brother Henry, who, embolden'd by their Af. 
ſtance, grows now more inſolent than he was before: ſo 

that when Meſſengers were ſent to bim from his Tah 
requiring him to lay down his Arms, and lovingly ſubmit 
bimſelf, he proudly made Anſwer, That his Father muſt 
not look he would lay down his Arms, unleſs himſelf fuſt 
would lay down his Authority, and reſign the Kingdom, 


King Lewis in the mean time convening the great Lords of 


his Realm, and with them illiam King of Scots, and thoſe 
Enghſh Nobility in his Court, who ſided with his Son-ig- 
Law, they all take their Oaths to alt the young King 


with all their Powers. 
BESIDES the Motives aready mention d, which i ins 


eited the French King to fickle againſt King Henry, there 


was One, Which had moſt: Reaſon to kindle the Reſent- 


ments of the Former, and bore hardeſt on the Repu- 
tation of the Eugliſh Monarch. King Lewis had, among 
ſome other Terms of a former Reconciliation, ſtipulated 
for a Marriage between the Lady Adela, or Alicia, his 
younger Daughter, and Richard Earl of Acquitain, the thid 
Son to King Henry. The young Lady was too much an 
Infant, when this Treaty was firſt ſet on foot, to be com- 


mitted to the Arms of her Bridegroom; and therefore they 


were only affianced for the preſent, and ſhe was intruſted 
to the Care and Tuition of King Henry, till it was pro- 
per the Marriage ſhould be conſummated; The Progreſs of 
Adela's Beauty kept Pace with That of her Years; ſke 
grew the &dmiration of the Evglyb Court; and Earl Ri. 
alurd beheld the Bloom of her ripening Charms with De- 
fire heighten'd to Impatience. He could no longer endure 
to have his Marriage delay d, and preſs d his Father in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms to give Way to his Happineſs. King Henry, 
who ſaw his Son now on fire for Enjoyment, thought it 
beſt Policy to ſhew a ready Compliance, and to promiſe a 


ſhort Day for the Conſummatian of the Nuptials, But his 
Pro- 
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Promiſes were no better than Thoſe of deſigning Debtors, 
who weave a thouſand Artifices to protract the Payment 
they never mean to make, And even as it fares with 
Credicors that are teiʒ d beyond all Patience; ſo Earl Ri- 
chard's Appetite at length grew too ſharp to ſubmit to re- 
peated Delays, King Henry had too often put falſe Co- 
lours of State upon him, and ſhadow'd over his Relu- 
dance with ſuch thin and idle Pretenſions, that the Earl 
found his Father was in earneſt only in his Procraſtinations. 
Impatience e gives Way to Jealouſy; nor were 
there wanting thoſe in Caurt, who by Suggeſtions and 
glancing: Terms encourag'd him to ſuch Sentiments. 
TRADITION has been very unjuſt to the Chara - 
cter of King Henry, or the Royal Guardian was too ſen- 
ſible of Adela's Charms. Nay, fo far have the Hiſtorians 
gone in explaining the Reaſons of this Marriage being de- 
lj d, that they tell us, tho he made his Son doch fair Pro- 
miſes, he meant nothing leſs than to put them into Exe- 
cution: for it was. thought he kept the young Lady for 
himſelf, as with whom he had, before that time, pra- 
dis d ſome. criminal Familiarities: and ſome others have 
not ſcrupled.. to give us their Suſpicions, that he had a 
Meaning to be divorced from his Wife Queen Eleanor, and 
to take the Lady Adela to fupply her Place in his Bead. 
. SUCH, and fo pregnant, were the Seeds of Conten - 
tion, that they could nat fail of ſhooting, up in an Har- 
veſt of Diſquiet. King Henry, tho' he would have ſacri- 
ficed: many dear Regards to the Sweets of thoſe. Pleaſures 
he enjoy d, was oblig d in Honour, as well as Intereſt, to 
be alarm'd at the Dangers threatning him. He eaſily fore · 
aw, he muſt give up all his French Dominions, unleſs be 
made a ſtrenuous Preparation to defend. them : nor could 
he brook it, either as a. King or a Father, to be inſulted bx 
the Diſobedience of his Sons, ſhewing itſelf: in ſo rude a 
Form as Rebellion. To acquieſce under ſuch an Iudignity, 
would have made him unworthy the Poſſeſſion of a 
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vok d Them to become the Aggreſſors. His greateſt Re 
luctance to this inevitable Scene of War, was, the Neceſ. 
fity of being divided from his adorable Roſamond: But the 
Motives for his Going were too 12 for Love to diſpute 
againſt Them. 
If the King was — at quitting his darling Mi 
ſtreſs, Roſamond was no leſs ftartled and alarm'd at the 
Thoughts of his Abſence, She knew how much ſhe was 
the Envy of the Court, and the Object of an injur4 
| Queen's Reſentment : Many Engines had been ſet on to 
fright her from the King's Embraces, and exhorting her 
for the Safety of her Life to ſnelter herſelf in a Nunnery: 
Many Menaces in Writing had been dropp'd in her Apart- 
ments, fore warning her of Deſtruction if ſhe did not quit 
ber Royal Lover. She knew, the King's Preſence was ber 
beſt Defence; and ſhe dreaded to think, when he was with - 
drawn from her, with how much Violence they might 
proſecute their Vengeance. 
THE King uſed all the Precaution and Tenderneſs in 
opening to her the Neceſſity of. embarking for France, 
He prefaced and prepared the Tale of Sorrow with many 
a Circumſtance, that he might not wound her too harſh- 
ly by an abrupt Diſeovery. He inveigh'd againſt the inve- 
terate Conduct of the French King, againſt the inſolent At- 
tacks of his own unnatural Children; and inferr'd, how 
mean a Figure a Monarch muſt make among his Neigh- 
bours, how much Fear and Baſeneſs of Spirit he muſt be- 
tray, who did not rowſe himſelf againſt ſuch Indignities. 
Would'ft Thou not deſpiſe thy Henry for a Coward, ſaid He, 
and'think him a Slave below the Honour of thy Embraces, if 
He could harbour a Thought of ſating down patiently under 
ſuch Tr ſults ? Couldſt Thou efteem thyſelf ſafe under the Pro- 
tection of a Wretch, who had ſo ltle Regard for hes own 
Glory and Dignity? The Luſtre of a Crown' is heighten'd by 
the Reputation of the Wearer : but the Diadem, that oo 
adorn, becomes a Reproach to the King, who cheriſhes not 
mbition enough to ſecure ee Whatever ſwelling 
Sen 
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centiments Roſamond might at other times have hacbour'd, 
ſhe had now no Ear for this tow'ring Language. It ſound- 
ed harſh as the Trumpet to One on the Bed of Sickneſs; 
and grated on her Senſe, rather than inſpir'd her Paſſions, 
She how d no Emotions but thoſe of a diſconſolate Mourner, 
and anſwer'd the King only with down-caſt Eyes, and a 
Guſh of Tears. Her Sorrows ſpoke more to the King. 
than her 'Words could utter: There was a ſpeaking Elo- 
quence in the Silence' of her Grief: Each Look, each Sigh; 
each Tear had Language in Them. At length, as ſoon as: 
She recover'd the Power of expreſfing herſelf, throwing: 
her fair Arms fondly ofer the Neck of the King, She told 
him, Her Heart preſag d ſhe ſhould never be bleſs d again 
with the Sight of His Majeſty. That tho' Providence 
ſhould guard his facred Perſon amidit the Dangers of the 
Field; yet too many Dangers ſurrounded her, to let her hops 
ſhe ſhould ſurvive to his Return. Our enamour'd Henry, 
ſtartled at the bare Mention of Danger to Her, con Me 
her to explain to Him the very Bottom of her Fears. Alas ! 
my gracious Lord, reply'd the weeping Fair One, throwing 
herſelf at her Royal Maſter's Feet, Forgive me that 1 ſhould 
alarm your Royal Breaſt with my Dangers ; when it is much 
more my Duty to be anxious for your Safety. I am a Wretch 
that has juſtly incurr d Diſpleaſures, and ought to fall a Vi- 
dim to ſatisfy for the Injuries of my Cemduct. I have no Fa- 
mily now to own me; no Friends to defend me. The Graces, 
that your Majeſly has ſhower'd upon me, kindle a thouſand 
Provocations againſt me: and tho my Fears may be too intri- 
cate for Me to explain, yet your Highneſs will ſee they are 
not ſlight or ungrounded. I now put into your Royal Hands 
what I ſhould have ſlighted, did not theſe Tumults call you 
from Me; but What, deprivd of my Defender in your Ma- 
jeſty's Abſence, are but the Prologues to my certain Ruin: And 
believe me, Sacred Sir, did not my Female Heart tremble as. 
Death, dreſt in Terrors and Violence, I could die with Plea- 
ſure, and u hh in a Fate incurr d 7 — _ 3 $ 
Lavourite: — 
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ROSAMOND here deliver d to the King thoſe Papers 
| Which had been dropp'd in her Apartments, threat'ning ber 
with Deſtruction, unleſs the retir'd from his Embtaces. He 
run them ever with an eager, but inquiſitive Eye; and 
it was ſufficiently viſible in his Countenance with what 
Sentiments he receiv d their Contents, Well! ſaid He, after 
| having overlook d them, railing Roſamend from her Knees, 
and elaſping her to his Boſom, I am glad, if you have 
Enemies, that they ave ſuch upon my Account; for now I find 
it my Duty to ſecure you from their Malice. Fright not jour 
panting Heart with any Apprehenſions of Danger, for by my 
Crown and Honour, theſe rude Threats, by which your Ene- 
wes have laboum d to diſquies Tow, ſhall lay the Foundatim 
of your Peace and Sermrity. 1 | 
THE King utter d This with ſo much Fervour and 
Earneſtneſs, and careſs d his Roſe of Beauty with ſuch ten- 
der Fondneis, that her Fears began to vaniſh, and Chear- 
fulneſs reaſſume its Seat in her Aſpe&. Some fay, the Royal 
Layer traced, by Similitude of Hand, the Affair of thoſe 
menacing Billess fo cloſely, that he diſcover d and rigorouſly 


puniſh'd their Authors : and that to prevent the intended. 


Miſchief from taking Place, a ſpecial Guard was appointed 
to attend on Roſamond. F 
WE are likewiſe told by ſome Hiſtorians (and the Cre- 
dulity of ſucceeding Times has handed doyn the Relation) 
that the King, for her better Security, before he went, 
caus'd a ſtrong and ſtately Palace to be built for her Neſi- 
dence at Woodſtock in Oxfordſhire, where a delightful Bower 
is ſtill remaining, and ſhewn. for the Bower of Fair Roſa- 
mond. This Palace, we are inform'd, had many ſecret 
Avenues, and ſubterraneous Paſſages, into which a glim- 
mering of Light was darted, thro' narrow Stone Crevices, 
which were ſo ſhaded with Buſhes, as not to be perceive 
able to thoſe that walk d above; which Paſſages were de» 
 fign'd as the Means of Eſcape from Danger, ſhould the 
Place on any Surprize be belieg'd or ſurrounded. Nay, no 
fewer than an hundred and fifty Doors are e aku 
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this Caſtle the more impregnable; and ſuch intricate Mazes 


and Winding, thro' long Entries aud Galleries, led to the 
moſt remote Apartments, that the Way to them was im- 
atticable, but to ſuch who had the'Silver Clue of Thread, 
|, the Guidance of which, the King, and Thoſe who were 
intruſted with his Commagds, were conducted to our im- 
bower d Beauty, RE 5 
BUT who does not ſee at firſt View, the Fabulouſneſs 
of this artificial Palace? What have we in this Story but a 
Copy of Ariadne's Clue, and the tan Labyrinth? What 
Neceſſity for ſuch a ſtupendious Fastreſs? Or, what Pro- 
bability is chere, as the King's Affairs wereembroil'd abroad, 
that he could have Leiſure to wait the erecting ſuch a Fa- 
brick, and leave Rebellion to get Strength by the Delay? 
Yet are we not to wonder, that the Monkiſh Hiftoriaus 
ſhould deliver down to us a Tale of ſuch Abſurdity; when 
the fame Chronicles tell Us that, in that King's Reign, a 
Dragon of marvellous Biggeſs was ſeen at St. Ofyth's in 
ch which, by its very Motion, ſet many Houſes and 
uildings on Fire. 5 
ALL that we are to gather from this Story, is, that 
Modſtoclh might be the Summer Scene of the King's Plea- 
ſure with Roſamond; and that the Palace there might be 
pointed for her Reſidence, during his Expedition iato 
ec... 1... 3 3 | 
AN now let us ſuppoſe King Henry embark'd againſt 
the iaſplent French and, his rebellious Sons. The Proceſs of 
the War, and the ſeveral Turns it took from the Engage- 
ments on each Side, and the Fluctuations of wayering For- 


tune, are Materials that I ſhall leave to be treated by the 


Hiftorians. Ler it ſuffice, that King Lewis ſoon, deſpairing 
of the. promis d Adyantages over his old Enemy of Eng- 
N his Meſſengers to demand a Truce, appointed a. 
f Interview with King Henry, and expreſs d a Rea- 
dineſs to promote a. Reconcilement betwixt him, and his 


.tefra@tory Sons. An Interview was had, but at this Meeting 
nothing effectual done, Earl Rochard had poſſeſs d kimſelt 
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of a great Part of the Province of Poifow;,and thither King 
Henry raarches with his Army to ſubdue him. The Ear, 
after ſome Heſitation, and miſdoubting his own Strength, 
ſubmitted himſelf to his Father, and ask'd his Pardon, which 
his Father as freely granted, as if he had never committed 
any Fault. Being receiv'd into Grace, he was immediately 
employ d to King Lewis, and to young King Henry his 
Brother, to perſwade them to Peace, who weary'd with 
the Wars, were calily drawn, and ſo Reconciliation on 
all Parts was made. The Peers, that had aſſiſted againſt 
the old King on the Party of bis Sons, giving Hoſtages, 
and Oath for their future Allegiance, were ſet at Liberty: 
the King of Scot, was fined in Money, and a Part of his 
Territories; and obliged, by his Oath, never to receive any 
Rebels into his Protection. Theſe Things ſettled to his Mind, 
King Henry had Nothing to do but expedite his Return to 
England, doubly ſpeeded with the Wings of Love and vi- 
Rory. Nor was the Pleaſure of Conqueſt greater to Him, 
than his Impatience to be reſtored to his lovely Roſa 
BUT let us turn our Eyes a-while, fo ſurvey the Con- 
duct of the jealous and enraged Queen Eleanor. She, who, 
as we have before obſery'd, was not a little inſtrumenti 
to ſetting the Wheels of this War in Motion, uſed all her 
Arts, and ply'd every Nerve, to embroil and increaſe the 
Courſe of Contention. She ſends Expreſſes over to her 
Sons, with Notice of their Father's Coming, and a Diſco- 
'very of his Strength; ſhe animates them to be bold and 
obſtinate in their Reſiſtance: and promiſes to ſtir up ſuck 
Factions at home, as ſhould ſoon diſconcert her Husband's 
- Meaſures. By her Inſtigations Hugh Earl of Cheſter, and Ro- 
bert Fulger, were work'd up to ſeize upon Dole in Britam: 
and by her Inftigations Robert Earl of Leiceſter raiſed 1 
powerful Head in Zogland, and being affiſted with greater 
Forces by King Lewis attack d and carryd by Aſſault the 
Tow of Norwich. But while her Malice is in the Heigft 
of its Ferment and Agitation; while She is urging wy 
5 | mil 
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miſchievous Deſign to ſupplant her Husband in his Throne, 
and make Way for the Succeſſion of the Son; the uncom- 
fortable News arrives, that King Henry's Affairs took a 
thriving Turn in France, that Earl Richard had ſubmitted, 
and join'd with his Father, and that it was every Day ex- 
pected young Henry would follow that Example. 

THESE Tidings were Poyſon to her inveterate Re- 
ſentments; her Hate and Rancour encreas'd from the Diſ- 
appointments of Fortune; and the Rage of her Deſpair al- 


| moſt made her frantick; ſo ill was ſhe prepar'd for an If. 


ſue ſo fatal to all her Hopes, and Schemes; ſo prompt and 
eager for any Exploit, in which ſne might turn the Scale, 
and grow ſerviceable to the dear Work of Vengeance. The 
Task of dethroning her Lord was now beyond the Reach 
of her Practice: her malignant Heart muſt therefore con- 
tent itſelf with ſome meaner Triumph. It was ſtill in her 
Power, ſhe thought, to daſh the Joys of Conqueſt with 
Gall, and at leaſt diſappoint ſome promis d Pleaſures of his 
Return. Her Jealouſy and Hate now turn all their furious 
Efforts againſt poor Roſamond, who from the Inſtant of 
the King's Departure had trembled at her Reſentments. 

THE Queen, baving reſolvd in her Mind the Deſtru- 
ion of her Rival, loſt no Time in endeavouring to put 


her Purpoſe into Execution, She open'd her Deſign to ſome 
Favourites, whom ſhe preſum'd ſhe might beſt truſt, and 
whom ſhe had rais'd from a low State to Wealth and Pro- 
motions: But they ſtarted at it, as a Thing of too much 


Dangery and an Action which the King would revenge with 
the utmoſt Rigour. Their Lives they could not hope to 


fave, if they ſtaid in the Land till his Return; and if they 
fled it muſt be to the Ruin of Themſelves and their Families. 
At length, with Perſwaſions, and large Offers, ſhe prevail d 
fo far on ſeveral of her Domeſticks to be affiſtant, that 
They vow'd' to' ſtand by her in any dangerous Attempt, 
provided ſhe would youchſafe to be preſent at the doing of 
it: For then, if it were diſcover'd, they flatter'd Them- 
ſelves, they ſhould' be ſhelter'd under the Neceſſity of obeying 


5 | 
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her N Commands: and might have a more colouta-· 
ble Pretence and Excuſe for having a Hand in the Matter. 
The Queen had na Objection to theſe Terms of her 
Servants, inſiſted on for their Security; it rather was a 
Feaſt to her invidious Heart to be the Inſtrument of her 
own Revenge. The fame Hyſtorians, who. raiſed the Dome 
and Bower for the Reception of the fair Roſamond, now 
make Uſe ot them in ſetting forth the Tale of her De- 
ſtruction. The Queen was to take a Progreſs, as ſhe 
tors in the intended Scene of Cruelty were appointed at a 
ſer Time to attend her coming to Woodſtock, order'd to hide 
themſelves in a Cave near the Bower, and at the Sound of 
a Horn to ruſh out, and do as their Miſtreſs commanded, 
In Conſequence of this Scheme laid, ſhe counterfeits a Let- 
ter, as from the King, ta Roſamond; and diſpatches one of 
her Pages dreſe d as a Poſt, to deliver it. The Queen and 
her Retinue were conceal'd in a Grove near to the Bower, 
and waiting the Signal of the Horn to give them Notice 
that the Letter was deliver C0. 
THIS ſubtle Device had all its Effect: The Ruiglr, 
who was more particularly intruſted with the Cuſtody 
of the Bower, and thro! whoſe Hands all Letters paſs 
thar were wlireſ's, to, Roſamond, feng 3s be thought 
only a Poſtboy, ſuſpected no Snare; and the Spy from the 
Turrets, which commanded a View of the Roads, inform 
ing they were clear of any People, the credgloys Kaight ven 
eur'd out from his Gate, when immediately upon the 
Signal given by the Poſt's Horn, the Confpirators ruſh'd 
out from their neighbourivg. Ambuſb, and the Queen and 
| ber Train made up WA Speed from the Grove, where 
they waited the Signal. The truſty Knight, who found 
bimſelf betray d by a Device, ſoon gave the Alarm to the 
Guard and Depepdants of Roſampnd; who, haſted to defend 
the Entrance of their Citadel. A ſharp Conflict enſued 
on each Side, in which at length, o erpower d by Num- 
bers, the Knight and moſt of Reſamond's Party were 2 
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zod happy were the Few who by Flight could eſcape with 
Life from the Fury of the Aſſailants. EY 
'THE Fortreſs was now in the Queen's Hands, the 
Gates and Avenues ſecurd by her Friends, and ſhe herſelf, 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Silver Clue, haſtening to the Pre- 
fence of her inchanting Rival. Roſamond, who every 
Day liv'd in Hopes of the Arrival of her Royal Maſter, 
dreſs' d herſelf in her. moſt ſplendid Robes to receive him: 
80 diſtant from her Apartments were the outward Gates 
of the Palace, that no Alarm of the late tatal Fray yet 
reach'd her Ears. She heard a more than uſual Trampling 
in the Paſſages, - but little ween'd how dreadful a 
Gueſt was approaching her. What Words can expreſs 
the Horror and Confuſion, which ſeiz d her upon the Sight 
of her worſt Enemy, Now. all her ſcaring Dreams, her 
prelagin Fears, were to have their Accompliſhment: Her 
Death, ſhe knew, was the Iſſue and Purport of ſuch a 
THE Queen, we are told, came doubly arm'd to the 
Deſtruction of her Rival, with a Draught of Peyſon in one 
Hand, and a Dagger in the Other, in Caſe ſhe refus'd to 
drink the mortal Preparation; and advancing towards her 
with a ſtern and threatning Countenance, Inchantreſs ! ſaid 
ſhe, theſe are the Rewards due to thy Crimes; and theſe 
the V . of thy Wrongs to me. Think not I bring an 
He, that ſhall relent at the View of thy Beauty; or a Heart 
ſuſceptible of Tenderneſs for thy diſaſtrous Fate. Thou ſhalt 
no longer brave it oer an injur d Queen; nor live to hope 
8s Reſcue from thy now abſent Paramour. Refle on thy 
alulterous Guilt 5 and let conſcious Shame tell Thee, it is 
thy Duty to dye without Murmuring. Be ſure, the greateſt. 
Grace, 1 have determin d to allow Thee, is this Alternative 
of Death; either mſtantly tale off this Bowl, or expect, upon 
thy Refuſal, to receive this Dagger plung d into thy Boſom. 
. THE poor trembling Victim, almoſt dead with her 
Fears, threw herſelf on her Knees, and with Hands wrung 
with Agony, and ſtreaming Eyes, implor'd the Queen's 
| | | : Mercy 
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Mercy nnd Pardon for her Offences : beg d, that Sbe would 
have Pity on her tender Years, and forgive a Crime ſhe 
had been conſtrain'd- to ſubmit to; and promis'd, ſo ſhe 
might but live, ſhe would cloiſter herſelf in a Nunnery; 
for ever abjure a Sight of the King; or readily embrace 
Paniſhment, where-ever the Queen ſhould * to ſend 
1 
' BUT no Eatreaties, no Huriliations, would work 
on the Queen to allay her Reſentments. Inexorable Rage 
had ſteeld her Breaſt, and block d up all the Avenues to 
Remorſe and Pity. Again ſhe urges her Rival to the Choice 
of her Deſtiny ; again preſents the Cup, and brandiſhes 
the Dagger. Roſamond, overwhelm'd with Fear and 
Deſpair, ſaw no Submiſſions would avail, nothing fi- 
tisfy but her Ruine: No Evaſion, or Eſcape, could be- 
friend her in that dreadful Hour; and by dallying, ſhe in- 
curr'd'the Danger of, what moſt ſhe dreaded, the threaten 
W At length with an Air of Reſignation and Com- 
but with trembling Hands, ſhe takes the Bow! 


5 from the Queen; and lifting up her Eyes, and addreſſing 


herſelf to Heaven in Prayers of Penitence, drinks off the 
fatal Medicine. The Draught ended, ſhe ſat herſelf on a 


| Couch, all pale and fainting ; the potent Ingredients ſoon 


work'd. their Way to the moſt vital Parts : her Eyes lan- 
guiſh 'd, and her Speech faibd; and ſhort Sickneſſes and 
Convulſions, the conſtant fifecs of Poyſon, ſucceeding, 
a ſhort Struggle cas'd her of her Pains and Life. 
SUCH was the deplorable Exit of this unhappy Beau- 
ty, according to ſome of the Accounts: Others pretend 
to tell Us, that when the Queen 'once ſiw her, ſhe only 

reprov'd her for her criminal Familarity with the King, 
and did her no other Damage; but that Raſamond retir'd 
into a Nunnery at Godſtom near doc lock, where after 4 


- ſhort Continuance ſhe dy'd æ natural Death, and was there 
buried. Others ſay, whatever the Queen did to her, ſhe 


immediately languiſh'd ; 1 8 a ſhort Time Lirviyed ber 
ftal Vile, 


WH AT 


6 K —=_ „ 


0 


. PA 


and Fair Ro 5A Nonn! 235 


WII Ar moſt ſeems to countenance the Suſpicion of L 
ſome Violence upon her by the Queen, is the King's im- 
placable Reſentment upon his Return; He could not, ins 
deed, be a Stranger to her State · practices againſt him; 
and Thoſe were Provocations ſufficient to draw on his Se- 
yerities. Whether the Death of Roſamond contributed to 
her Misfortunes, and the heightening the Royal Diſplea- 
ſure, tis certain, Queen Eleanor was committed cloſe Pri- 
ſoner: and tho' King Henry lived above Seventeen Years 
after her Commitment, no Interceſſions could ever procure 
her Releaſe, till her Son Richard, aſcending the Throne, 
reſtor'd her to Liberty. | 

' WE cannot well aſcertain; how many Years King 
Henry enjoy'd the beauteous Roſamond; but he bad Iſſue 
by her, two sons; the one William, who was Earl of 
Salisbury in Right of his Wife; and the other Geoffrey, 
who was firſt Biſhop of Lincoln, and afterwards promoted 
to the See of York. 

' ROSAMOND, as we have ſaid, being buried at God. 
fow, her Tomb was ſignaliz d only with IE two Mons 


kiſh Verſes, 


Ha 1 in Tumb4 Roſa nh non Rof TORY 
| Non redolet, ſed olet, que redolere ſolet. 


THE Conceit of them is poor and common, and like 
the other Poetry of thoſe Times depends on a certain Jin- 
ple and Play on the Words, The Senſe of Them has been 
thus expreſs'd 1 in honeſt Engliſh Metre. | 


' Roſe of the World, not Roſe the pol 5 Flow'r, 
Within this Tomb hath taken up her Bom yr; 
She Scenteth now, and nothing Sweet doth Smell, 
Who earſt was wont to ſavour paſſing well. 
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BUT however mean the Subſtance and Dreſs of her 
Epitaph was, the Materials and Architecture of her Monus 
ment were rare and pompous, For Doctor PLOT, in his 
—_ Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire, ſpeaking of the Tomb of 

St. Frideſwide at Chrifl-Church in Oxford, as of a fine and 
coltly Piece of antique Workmanſhip, ſubjoins, that yet ; 
is not comparable to the Tomb of fair Roſamond at Gal 
flow in the Chapterhouſe of the Nuns there. 

THIS learned Natural, I find, has widely ine 
a Paſſage in the Folychronicon of Ranulph Higden, and put 
a ſtrange Story upon us by the Error of his Tranſlation ; 
which it may not be amiſs to tranſcribe and refute, © Her 
« Cheſt, Coffin, or Tomb, (/ays He) was there to be 
© ſeen, not above two foot long, or perhaps rather Square, 
* but .a ſtupendious Piece eb Workmanſhip. wherein 

might be ſeen the Conflicts of Champions, the Geſtures 
« of Animals, the Flights of Birds, with Fiſhes leaping, 
« and all done without the Aſſiſtance of Man. The 
"Words of the honeſt Monk, from whom he gives this Re- 
lation, I have . proper to underwrite, (+) that I may 
not be ſuſpected of doing Dr. Plot any Injuſtiee. 

IN 4 firſt Place, the diminutive Stature of fair No- 
ſamond muſt have been remark d to us, if a Cheſt of no 
greater Length or Dimenſions, than two F ot. could have 
ſery'd for her Com or Tomb. 

IN the next Place, as ſuch Variety of fine Work could 
not have been contain'd in that narrow Compals, ſo it 
muſt have bcen- entirely loſt, to be ay, up. from Sight 
with a periſhing Carcaſs. 


BESIDES This, Ranulph* Higde , , who wrote his 


Chronicle an hundved * uy Years after ene Death, 
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architectura ibidim cernitur; in qua Conflitus pugilum, Geſtus 
animalium, Volatus avium, Saltus pi ſeium, abſque homins is Im- 


flu onſpiciuntur. Li. VII. ch. 26. 
ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of this rare Coffer, and the curious Mechaniſm in 
it, as in Being, and viſible, in his Time. Holingſhed ſeems 
perfectly to have underſtood Higden's Account as he ought; 
for he tells us, that © long after the Death of this Damoiſel 
(meaning fair Roſamond) in the ſaid Abby was ſhew'd a 
Coffer, that ſometime was hers.” It is moſt probable, 
therefore, that this Casket was contrived, and the Con- 
tents of it wrought, by fair Roſamond, either whilſt a 
Nun at Godſtow, or in her Receſs at Woodftock during King 
Henry's Abſence, and that it was preſerv'd in the Chapter- 
Houſe as a Monument of her Ingenuity. By what Springs, 
or Artificial Device, the ſeeming ſpontaneous Motions of the 
Figures in it were effected; as the Records which mention 
this Curioſity, are wholly ſilent, i is too late at this Di- 


ſtance of Time to pretend to gueſs, 
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Innocent ADULTERY. 


* 


N one of the coldeſt Nights of a ſevere Win- 
ter, and at the Hour when moſt of the 
V1 > Convents were Ringing to Matins, a young 
Gentleman, whoſe Name was Don Garcias, 
came out of a Houſe in Valladolid, where 
he had paſs'd the Evening either in Conver- 
ſation, or at Play. He was juſt turn'd into the Street where 
he lodg'd, and tho it was very dark, the Weather being 
cloudy, he had no Flambeau, either becauſe his Footman 
had loſt his Link, or becauſe he did not order him to get 
one; when from a Door, which open'd on a ſudden, a 
Perſon was thruſt out by Force, and was puſn'd with 
that Violence, that the poor Creature fell down at Don 
Garcias's Feet, on the other Side of the Way. If he was 
ſurpriʒ d at fo extraordinary an Adventure, he was ſtill 
more ſo, when going to lend the Perſon thus ill-us'd his 
Hand, he found it was a Woman ftripp'd to her Shift, and 
heard her ſigh, and bemoan herſelf, without making the. 
leaſt Effort to riſe. He no longer doubted ſhe had receiv'd 
ſome Miſchief from the Fall; and with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Footman, who was come up to him, haying ſet her on her 
Vor. IV. Feet 
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Feet, he ask d whether he could be any way ſerviceable to ber. 
You may fave both my Life and my Honour, anſwer'd this 
unknown Perſon, with a Voice interrupted with Sobbings: 
I conjure you, added ſhe, by the ſame Generoſity which 
- renders you willing to help me in my Diſtreſs, to ſhelter me in 
any Place whatever, provided it be only known to yourſelf, 
and thoſe on whoſe Fidelity you can rely. Don Garcias co- 
ver d her with his Cloak, and commanding his Footman to 
ſupport her on one fide, as he did himſelf on the other, 
he quickly got to his Lodgings, where every body was 
in Bed, excepting a Maid Servant, who let him in with 
a hundred Curſes for keeping her up ſo late. The Foot- 
man gave her no: Anſwer, but blew out her Candle; and 
while ſhe went to light it, ſcolding and calling him 4 
thouſand Names, Don Garcias conducted, or rather car- 
ry'd into his Chamber, which was on the firſt Floor, the 
afflicted Lady, who could hardly ſtand. His Footman ha- 
ving brought, a Light, Dan Garcias beheld: one of the moſt 
beautiful Women of all Spain, who inſpir'd him at once 
both with Love and Pity, Her Hair. was black, ſhining 
like Jet; her Complexion was a lovely Mixture of white 
and red; her Eyes were at leaſt two Suns; her Neck was 
beyond all Compariſon 3, her Arms were admirable ; her 
Hands were more curious than her Arms, and her Shape 
was like that of a Queen form'd by the Imagination. But 
| this. black. Hair was diforder'd ; this brillant Complexion 
was tarniſh'd ; theſe bright Eyes were full of Tears; this 
incomparable Neck was black and blue; and her Arms 
and Hands were not in a better Condition: In fine, this 
beautiful Body was cover d over with black and bloody 
Marks, as from the Blows of a Stirrop- Leather, a Belt, 
- or ſame ſuch harſh thing. e 

IF Den Garcias was raviſh'd with the Sight of ſo fine 
a Perſon, this beautiful Perſon was mightily troubled to 
ſee herſelf in her preſent Condition, and in the Powe of 
an unknown Man, who did not ſeem to be above five 
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he could to perſuade her, that ſhe ought not to fear any 
thing from a Gentleman, who would think himſeif hap- 
py to die for her Service. In the mean time his Foot- 
man made a little Fire of Charcoal; for in Spain they ſel- 
dom uſe any other. He put a pair of clean Sheets into his 
Maſter's Bed, who having wiſh'd the Lady a Good Night, 
left her in Poſſeſſion of his Room, which he double-lock d, 
and went and lay with a Gentleman of his Acquaintance, 
who lodg'd in the ſame Houſe. He ſlept in all Probability 
better than his Gueſt, who wept all the Night. In the 
Morning Don Garcias dreſs'd bimſelt to the beſt Advantage, 
and liſtening at his Chamber Door, and hearing the Lady 
was ſtill afflicting herſelf, he made no difficulty to enter. 
As ſoon as ſhe faw him, her Sorrow was redoubled. You 
ſee, ſaid ſhe, a Woman, who was Yeſterday in the great- 
eſt Eſteem of any in all Valladolid, and who To-day is in 
the greateſt Infamy; more capable to move Compaſſion, 
than ſhe was formerly to create Deſire : But how great 
foever my preſent Misfortune is, the Aſſiſtance you gave 
me fo ſeaſonably may ſtill afford ſome Remedy, if after 
having kept me in your Chamber till Night, you ſend 
me in a Chair or a Coach, to a Monaſtery which I ſhall 


| tell you. But, added ſhe, after all the Obligations I have 


to you, may I further beg of you to take the pains to go 
to my Lodgings; to inform yourſelf of what is doing 
there, and what they ſay; and in ſhort, to learn how 
the Court and Town talk of the unfortunate Woman you 
have ſo generouſly protected. Don Garcias offer'd, with 
all the Eagerneſs of a Man who begins to be in Love, to 
go where-ever ſhe pleas d. She gave him the neceſſary 
Directions; he left her with a Promiſe to return ſoon, 
_ ſhe burſt into Lamentations again as violent as be- 
ore. 

DoN GARCTAS return d within an Hour; and find- 


ing his beautiful Gueſt very much alarm id, as if ſhe al- 


ready knew he brought her ill News, Madam, ſaid he. 


if N are 8 the Wife of Don Sancho, I have leara'd 


M 2 ſome 


a 


ſome Things which concern you very much. Eugenia is 
miſſing, and Don Sancho is in the Hands of Juſtice, being 
accus d of the Death of Don Lewis, his Brother. Sancho 
is Innocent, ſaid ſhe, I am his unhappy Eugenia, and Don 
Lewis is the worſt of Men, Her.Tears which ſtarted from 
her Eyes, and her frequent Sobs interrupted her a while; 
but after a ſhort Pauſe, ſhe reſum'd her Speech. Ir is not 
enough, ſaid ſhe, that you know the Name and Quality 
of the unhappy Woman you have oblig'd; ſhe is willing 
alſo to inform you of the Particulars of her Life, and ac- 
knowledge in ſome meaſure, by this Confidence, the Kind- 
neſs you have ſhewn her. I am, purſu'd ſhe, of one of 
the beſt Families of Valladolid. I was born Rich, and had 
Beauty enough to be vain of it. The Charms of my Per- 
. ſon drew me, more Gallants than thoſe of my Wealth; 
and the Reputation of the one and the other procur'd me 


Adorers in the remoteſt Towns of Spain. Among thoſe 


who thought to make themſelves happy by poſſeſſing me, 


Don Sancho and Don Lewis, two Brothers equally endow'd 


with the Advantages of Fortune and Nature, diſtinguiſh'd 
themſelves by the Exceſs of their Paſſion, and the Emu- 
lation they ſhew'd which ſhou'd do me the moſt Services. 
My Parents declar'd themſelves in favour of Don Sancho 
who was the Eldeſt, and my Inclination went along with 
their Choice, and gave me entirely to a Man above Forty, 
who by the Sweetneſs of his Temper, and the Care he 
always took to pleaſe me, gain'd upon my Mind as much 
as another could have done, whoſe Age had been more 
ſuitable to my own. The two Brothers did not live leſs 
agreeably together for having been Rivals, and Don Sancho 


in marrying me did not loſe the Friendſhip of Don Lewis. 


* Their Houſes join'd, or rather were but one Houſe, for 


the Wall that parted them had a Door in it, which by 
common Conſent was not made faſt on either fide. Don 


Lewis did not conceal from his Brother his making the 
ſame Courtſhip to me as he had done, while be was his 
* Rival; And Don Sancho, whoſe Aﬀection was encreas'd by 
. 9 
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Enjoyment, and who lov'd me more than his Life, took 
kindly all his Gallantries, He cal'd me himſelf, his Bro- 
ther's Miſtreſs, who on his part diſguis'd a true Love under 
a feign'd one, with ſo much Addreſs, that I was not the 
only Perſon who was deceiv'd. In fine, after he had ac- 
cuſtom'd me to hear him talk of his Paſſion betore Com- 
pany, he ſpoke to me of it in private with ſo much Im- 
portunity, and fo little Reſpect, that I no longer doubted 
of his Criminal Deſign, Young as I was, I had Prudence 
enough to give him room to make the Thing till paſs 
for a Feint. I took in Jeſt all that he faid ſeriouſly to 
me, and tho' I was never more vex'd than on this Oc- 
caion, I conſtrain'd myſelf not to loſe my uſual Temper. 
He grew angry at it, inſtead of improving it as he ought 

to have done, and looking at me with Eyes which his 
lewd Intentions had render'd wild and diſorder'd: No, no, 
Madam, ſaid he to me, I counterfeit much leſs fince I 
have loſt you, than I did when I had ſome Hopes, and 
notwithſtanding your Rigour is great enough to deliver 
you ſoon from a Love that is troubleſome to you, yet 
you have ſa well accuſtom'd me to ſuffer, that you wil 
do better ſtill to-----Never truſt myſelf alone with you, 
ſad I interrupting him. One of my Women, who came 
into my Chamber, hinder'd him from carrying his Inſo- 
lence farther, and me from ſhewing him my Reſentment, 
ſo much as I had Cauſe and Inclination to do. I was 
glad afterwards that I did not, on my Husband's Ac- 
count, and I hop'd this wicked Brother wou'd love me 
leſs, and wou'd come at laſt to efteem me more; but he 
continu'd to counterfeit before Company, and to impor- 
tune me in private. I oppos'd his Tranſports with all the 
Severity I was capable of, and even threaten'd him to in- 
form his Brother: I try'd all my Wit to cure him. I 
intreated, I cry'd, I promis'd to love Bim as a Brother; 
but he wou'd be lov'd like a Gallant. In a Word, being 
ſometimes ſuffer'd, ſometimes ill treated, and always in 
Love as much as he was hated, he had render'd me the 
M 3 moſt 
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moſt unhappy Woman in Spain, if my Conſcience, which 
cou d reproach me with nothing, had not preſerv'd the 
Tranquility of my Soul. But at laſt, my Virtue, which 
had ſo well defended me againſt ſo dangerous an Enemy, 
forſook me, becauſe I forſook it, and betray'd myſelf, 
The Court came to Valladolid, and brought. thither its in- 
parable Attendant, Gallantry. As new Things always 
pleaſe, our Ladies thought they ſaw in the Courtiers 


What they did not find in the beſt Gentlemen of the 


City, and the Courtiers ſtrove to pleaſe the Ladies, whom 
they look d upon perbaps as certain Conqueſts, Among 
the Cavalicrs who follow'd the Court, in order to be re- 
warded for their Services, a Portugueze, whoſs Name was 
Andrado, was become conſiderable there for his Wit and his 
handſome Mien; but much more by bis expenſive way 
of Living, the moſt powerful Charm for unexperi- 


enced Women, who judge of the Beauty of, the Mind 


by that of the Retinue and Cloaths. He had no great 
Eſtate; but Play made him Maſter of other Peoples; and 
his Winnings enabled him to make as good a Figure as 
the richeſt, and moſt magnificent of the Court, 1 was 
unhappy enough to pleaſe him; and when my Vanity and 
his Application had perſuaded me that. he lik d me, Le- 
ſteem d myſelf the happieſt Woman of my Rank. It 


- wou'd be difficult for me to expreſs to you, how well 


he knew the Art of making himſelf lov d, and to what 
Exceſs I lov'd him. My Husband, who was before ſo 
good, ſo dear, and ſo reſpected, became as contemptible 
to me, as odious. Don Lewis appear d to me more hate- 
ful than ever: nothing pleas d me now but Andrado. 
lov'd only him, and where- ever I did not ſee him, I ſur- 
priz d every Body with my Uneafineſs. Andrado did not 
love me with more Tranquility, His predominate Paſſion 
for Play gave place to his Love, his Preſents gain'd my 
Women, his Letters and his Verſes charm'd me, and his 
Muſick alarm'd all the Husbands in our Street. He ſolici- 
ted me ſo well, or I defended myſelf ſo ill, that I ay 

EY | render d. 
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tender d. I proms'd him every thing that I cou'd give 
him, and all our Concern was about a convenient Place 
and Hour, My tlusband was engag'd | in a Hunting- Match, 
which was to detain him in the Country ſeveral Days. 
I acquainted my dear Portugnexe with it, and we fix'd 
the Execution of our amorous Deſigns on the Night of 
that Day when my flusband ſhou'd go out of Town. 
At a certain Hour I was to leave the back Door of the 
Garden open; and under the pretence of paſſing ſome part of 
the Night there, on account of the exceſſive Heats, I was 
to cauſe à Field-Bed to be ſet vp, in a little Summer- 
Houſe open on all {ides, and encompaſs'd with Orange 
Trees and Jeſſamines. In fine, my Husband went out of 
Palladolid, and that Day ſeem'd to me the longeſt 1 had 
ever ſeen. Night came; and my Women having prepar'd 
me a Bed in the Garden, I feign'd myſelf very ſleepy 
before them; and as ſoon as they had undreſs'd me, I 
order d them all to Bed, except one Chamber Maid, who 
was in the Secret of my Amour. I was hardly in Bed, 
and this Servant, whoſe Name was Marina, had ſcarcely 
ſhut the Garden-Door toward the Houſe, and open'd the 
Back- Door, when my Woman came and told me my 
Husband was come back. I had but juſt time enough to 
cauſe the Door to be ſhut which was left open to re- 
ceive Andrado. My Husband made me his uſual Careſſes, 
and you may imagine how I receiv'd them. He told me 
he had been oblig'd to return, becauſe the Cavalier, with 
whom he was to hunt, had fall'n from his Horſe, and 
broke one of his Legs; he then commended my Inge- 
nutty in chuſing ſo proper a place to avoid the Heat, 


and added that he wou'd paſs the Night there too; and 


cauling himſelf to be undreſs d, we went to Bed roge- 
ther. All that I could do was to conceal, as well as it 
was poſſible for me, the Concern I had at his Re- 
turn, and to ſignify to him by forced Careſſes, that T 


Was pleas d with his. Andrado in the mean time came 


according to the Aſſignation, and finding the Door ſhut, 
M. 4 which: 
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which was to have been open, be leap'd by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of his Valet-de-Chambre over the Garden Wall. He 
own'd to me afterwards, that he took ſo bold and rafh 
2 Deſign out of a mere Motive of Jealouſy, and tht 
he made no doubt but ſome more happy Rival, who 
had the Preference in my Heart, enjoy d the Favour ! 
had given hini ground to hope for. This Thought put 
him into ſuch a Paſſion, that he had reſolv'd on no- 
thing leſs than to uſe me ill, if what be ſuſpected 
prov'd true, and to come to the laſt Extremities with 
his Rival, He approach'd the Summer-Houſe where 
we lay, as ſilently as he cou'd. The Moon was very 
bright; 1 ſaw him as ſoon, as he enter d, and knew it 
was he; he ſaw I was very much frighten'd, and made 
a Sign to him to withdraw; he did not diſtinguiſh at 
firſt, whether the Perſon who lay by me was my Hus- 
bind or another; but obſerving on my Face leſs of Fright 
than Confuſion and Shame, and diſcerning on the Ta- 
ble the Cloaths and Feather, which he had ſeen my 
Husband wear that Day, and which were very re- 
markable; he cou'd no longer doubt but I was in Bed 
with Don Sancho, who he ſaw ſlept more ſoundly than 
a Gallant wou'd have done; nevertheleſs he came to my 
Side of the Bed and took a Kiſs, which I cou'd not 
prevent in the Fear I had, leſt my Husband ſhou'd 
wake. He wou'd not terrify me any longer; but went 
away, lifting up his Eyes to. Heav'n, and ſhrugging up 
his Shou! ders, like a Man extremely afflicted, and repaſs'd 
over the Garden- Wall as eaſily as before. In the Morn- 
ing 1, receiv'd from him the moſt paſſionate Letter I e- 
ver read, and ſome Verſes which were very ingenious, 
againſt the Tyranny, of Husbands. He had ſpent the re- 
maining Part of the Night in making them, after he 
went from me: And that Day I received them, I hard- 
ly did any Thing elſe, than read them over and over, 
when I cou'd do it without. Witneſſes. We did not re- 
flect enough on the Danger we had run, to be afraid of 
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expoſing our ſelves to it again. But, if I had not been 
inclin d to grant him all he cou'd ask, if I had lov'd him 
leſs than I did, or had not yielded to the Force of his 
Letters, I ſhou'd however have reſign'd myſelf to the 
Perſuaſions of my Chamber- Maid, who was inceſſantly 
ſpeaking to me in his Favour, She reproach'd me, that 
fince I was ſo faint-hearted I cou'd have little Love for 
Andrado, and talk d of the Paſſion he had for me, with: 
u much Vehemence, as if ſhe had been preſſing one of 
her own to- her Gallant, I found, by this, that ſhe was 
none of the leaſt skilful in her Trade; and of what Im- 
portance it is to make a good Choice of the Perſons 
who are placed near Women of my Ape and Condi- 
tion. Bat I was willing to be undone, and if ſhe had 
been more virtuous than ſhe was, ſhe had had a leſs 
Share in my Confidence. She prevail'd with me to con- 
ſent to her admitting Andrado into a Dreſſing-Room next 
to my Chamber, where ſhe lay alone; and we agreed, 
that 4s ſoon as my Husband was aſleep, ſhe ſhou'd lay 
herſelf by him in my Place, while I paſs'd the Night: 
d with Andrado. 

n HE was accordingly hid in my Dreſſing-Room ; my 
) WW Huband' fell aſleep, and I was preparing myſelf to go 
t 

d 


to Andrado, with all the Emotion of a Perion that de- 

ſres ardently, and has a great deal to fear, when a fright- 
t ful Noiſe of confus'd Voices, crying out Fire, ſtruck my 
P Ears, and waken'd Don Sancho; at the ſame Time my 
d Chamber was fil'd with Smoak, and I faw thro' the 
" BW Window, that the Air was all in a Blaze. A Negro Wo- b 
man, that ſerv'd in the Kitchen, being drank, had ſet it | 
„on Fire; and it was not perceiv'd till having catch'd fome 
dry Wood, and the adjacent Stables, it began to pierce 
thro'' the Floor of my Apartment; My Husband was 
mightily belov'd. In a Moment the Houſe was full ot: 
Neighbours who came to our Aſſiſtance. My Brother- 
in- Law, Den Lewis, whom the common Danger made 9 
__ 2 thaa the reſt. eame among the firſt to our 

LY M $+ Relief ; 
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Relief with all his Servants, and, puſh'd on by his Pa- 
fion, enter'd into my Chamber thro' the Flames, which 
had already taken hold of the Stair-Caſe. He was in his 
Shirt, and had only his Night-Gown over it, with which 
he cover d me; and having taken me in his Arms, ra- 
ther dead than alive, and for the Danger to which An 
drado was expos d more than my own, he carry d me te 
his Lodging thro' the Door of Communication; and hay- 


ing laid me in his Bed, left me there, accompany'd by 


fome of my Women. In the mean time, my Husband, 


and thoſe who were concern'd at the Accident which 


had befall'n us, took ſuch good Meaſures, that the Fire 
Was put out, after it had done à great deal of Miſchief, 

Audrado made his Eſcape eaſily in the Confuſion, and in 
the Crowd of thoſe who came to our Aſſiſtance; and 
you may imagine, with what Joy I learn'd from Marina 


ſo agreeable a Piece of News. Ile writ to me the Day 


following a thouſand diverting Fooleries, which I im- 
prov'd with a Tranſport greater than his own; and we 
alleviated thus by Letters, the Mortification we had, not 
to be able to ſee one another, | 

AFTER the Damage the Fire had done was repair d, 


and I had left Don Lewis's: Houſe to return to my own, 


Andrade had no great  Difficulty.-to perſuade me to let 
him try once more the ame Way, which he believ'd 
had fail'd him only by an extraordinary. Misfortune. The 


{8 very Night which we had defign'd ſhou'd make us A- 


mends for our former Diſappointments, a Cavalier of my 
Husband's Acquaintance, who. was in Trouble on Account 
of a Duel, and had taken Refuge at an Ambaſlador's, 
where he did net think himſelf ſuffieiently ſecure from 
Juſtice, was oblig d to ſhelter himſelf elſewhere.” My 
Husband brought him privately to his Houſe, and took 
himſelf the Key of the Street - Door, which he caus'd to 
be loek d in his Preſence, for fear ſome indiſcreet or ma- 
licious Servant ſhou'd diſcover the Sanctuary his Friend 


hid choſen, This Order, which ſurpriz'd me, and af. 
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flicted me extremely, was but juſt executed, when Andrado 
gave the Signal in the Street, which he had agreed upon 
before with Marina: She ' was prodigiouſly embarraſs d, 
and made him a Sign from a low Lettice - window to 
ſtay a little. We held a Counſel ſhe and T, after which ſhe 
went, and ſpeaking as ſoftly as ſhe cou'd, acquainted him 
with the new Obſtacle which oppos d our Deſires; and 
propos d to bim to ſtay till the Family was in Bed, and 
try to get in thro a ſmall Window in the Kitchen, 
which was very low, and which ſhe wou'd open for 
him. Nothing ſeem'd difficult nor dangerous to Andrado, 
provided he gratify'd his Love. My. Husband faw his 
Friend to Bed, and after my Example went to Bed be- 
times. himſelf; all our Domeſticks did the ſame; and: 
when Marina believ'd every one was aſleep, ſhe open'd: 
the Window to Andrado, who preſently got one Part of: 
his Body thro' it; but fo imprudently, and ſo unfortu - 
nately, that after ſeveral Efforts, which were more 
judicial than ſerviceable to him, he ſtuck faſt by the mid-- 
dle between the Iron Bars, without being able to get 
forward or backward; His Servant cou'd give him no- 
Aſſiſtance from the Street; Marina from the Place where 
ſhe was cou'd give him none neither without the Help- 
of another. She therefore went and rais'd a Fellow-Ser- 
vant who was her Friend, and told her, Being prevail'd: 
with by a Gallant whom ſhe very much-loy'd; and who 
was to marry her, ſhe had try'd to let him in at the 
Kitchen-window, and his Body was ſtuck fo faſt be- 


. tween two Bars, that it was impoſſible to diſengage hint. 


without filing them, or taking them out of their Places. 


She conjur d her to come and help her, which the other 


was ready to do; but for want of a Hammer, or ſome 
other proper Inſtrument, the Aſſiſtance of theſe two Wo- 
men would have been uſeleſs to Andrado, if he had not 
himſelf thought of his Poniard, with which, after a vaſt 
deal of Labour, they forced the Iron Frame from the 
= Und. he was deliver d from the i EKear of be- 


ing 


— 
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ing found ſo ſhamefully faſten'd in a_ Place where he 
cou'd paſs for nothing but a Thief. This cou'd not 
te done with ſo little Noiſe, but ſome of our Footmen 
heard it, and look'd into the Street at the ſame Time 
that Andrado with the Iron-grate about his Body ran a- 
way as faſt as he cou'd with his Servant; The Neigh- 
bours and our People cry'd out Thieves after them; and 
it was not doubted. but ſome Rogues had attempted to 
rob the Houſe, ſince the Iron Bars of the Window. were 
taken down. Andrado being arriv'd at his Lodgings, 
caus d the Iron-grate to be fil'd off as it was on his 


| TH 18 third Accident put him into a very ill Hu- 
mour. As for my Part, I receiy'd it quite otherwiſe; and 
while Marina, ſtill in a Fright, related it to me, I thought 
1 ſhou'd have dy'd with laughing. However I was ex- 
tremely vex'd, as well as Audrado, at the ill Succeſs of 
our Enter prize: But our Deſires were fo far from cooling 
upon it, that they were inflam d the more, and wou d 
not permit us to defer gratifying them any longer, than 
Wl the next Day. My Husband was gone into the 
Town to make up his Friend's Affairs, which in. all 
Likelihood wou'd employ him the reſt of the Day. 
I ſent Marina to Andrado's Lodgings, which were not 
far from my Houſe. She found him in Bed, feeling 
Rill the Fatigues of the laſt Night, and fo diſhearten'd 
at this Diſappointment in his Amour, that Marina was 
ſomewyhat diſpleas d to ſee how coldly he receiv'd the 
Advances I made him, and that he ſhew'd fo little Im- 
patience. to come to me, tho! ſhe ſufficiently repreſented 
to. him, that the preſent Opportunity ought not to be ne- 
glected. In fine, he came to. me, and I receiv'd him with 


all the Tranſports of Joy it was poſſible for a Perſon 


to have, who had abandon'd: herſelf intirelx to her Paſ- 
non. I was ſo. blinded. with it, that I. took leſs Notice 
than Marina. did of the Indifference with which he ad- 
dress d me, rho! it was too. viſible. Hawever my Car 
Es, | . 7" Om  refſes 
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reſſes at laſt awaken'd his: Hitherto we cou d expreſs our 
mutual Joy only by our Silence; and the Confuſion 1 was 
in made me decline the Looks of Andrado, which ſhew'd 
him there was nothing he might not attempt; when 
Marina, Who had the Diſcretion to leave us alone, came 
back in the utmoſt Fright; and told me, my Husband was 
return'd, She dragg'd Andrado into my Dreſſing- Room 
half dead, and in all Appearance much more frighted than 
myſelf, who had ſe much Reaſon to be ſcar'd. My Hus- 
band gave ſome Orders to his Servants before he came 
up to my Chamber; during which I recover'd myſelf, 
and Marina had Time to empty a great Cheſt which 
was full of Clothes, and put Andrade into it. — 

SHE had hardly ſhut it, when my Husband came in; 
and having juſt ſaluted me, went directly into my Dreſ- 
ſing· Room; and finding a Comedy there, by ill Luck he 
open'd it. He ſtopp'd a while at ſome Incidents which 
pleas'd him, and had ſet in for Reading, if by the Advice 
of Marina I had not gone in to him to prevent it, and 
bring him back to my Chamber. My ill Fortune did- 
not ſtop here; Don Saucha obſerving me penſive and 
perplex'd, as I had Reaſon to be, was for trying by his 
own Example to put me in a better Humour, Never 
did he endeavour ſo much to pleaſe and divert me, and. 
never did he diſpleaſe me more. I pray'd him to leave 
my Chamber, pretending a mighty Inclination to ſleep: 
But out of an unſeaſonable Mirth, which was not uſual 
fo him, he kept me Company againſt my Will a good 
while; and as complaiſant as he was naturally, he was 
ſo far otherwiſe then, that I was forced to thruſt him 
out, | | | 
As ſoon as L had made faſt my. Door, I ran to my 
Dreſſing- Room to take Andrado out of Priſon.” Marina 
made haſte to open the Cheſt; but we had like both of 
us to have dy'd with the Fright, when we found him 
without Pulſe and Motion, and according to all Appear- 
ance, a dead Man. Imagine with yourſelf tlie terrible 
8 Vlneaſineſs 
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Uneaſineſs I was in; I cry d, I tore my Fair, I war 
deſperate, and coud have had Reſolution enough, I be- 
lieve, to ſtab myſelf with Andrade s Poniard, if my ex- 
ceſſive Grief had not given me ſuch a Faintneſs that [ 
was forced to fliog myſelf upon Marinas Bed. This 
Girl, tho concern d as much as poſſible, preſerv'd more 
Judgment than I did in our common Calamity, and pro- 

jected a Remedy, which, weak as 1 was, I cou'd not 
have made uſe of, tho' 1 had not been ſo diſorder'd. She 
faid Andrado was perhaps only in a Swoon, and that a 
Surgeon by bleeding, or ſome other ſpeedy. Succour, might 
recover him. I -look'd at her, but was too much op- 
preſs'd with Grief to give her any Anſwer. Marina loſt 
no Time in conſulting me farther; and went to execute 
what ſhe had propos d; but the Inſtant ſhe had open'd 
the Door to go out, my Brother-in- Law Don Lewis en- 
ter d. This ſecond Misfortune was more terrible to us 


than the firſt, If Audrados Body had not been exposd 


to his Sight, yet the Confuſion and Aſtoniſhment which 


appear'd in our Countenances wou'd have given him a 


Suſpicion that we were about ſome very ſtrange Thing, 
which he wou'd not have fail'd to have examin'd into, 


having ſuch an man __ as a Brother roms and a 


Lover. 


I was oblig'd deter to fling — at the Feet: of a 


Man, whom I had often ſeen at mine; and confiding in the 
Paſſion he had for me, and in the Generoſity which ought 
to be inſeparable from a Gentleman, I ſubmitted abſolutely 
to his Will all that was moſt dear to me in the World, 
He endeavour'd to lift me up, but 1 ſtill kept upon my 
Knees, and acquainted him ingenuouſly, as my Tears and 
Sobs wow'd permit, with the cruel Accident which had 
befallen me, which I make no Queſtion bur he reſoiced 
at extremely in his Heart. Don Lewis, ſaid I to him, I 
do not here implore your Generoſity to prolong my Life 
for a few Days; my Misfortune renders it ſo odious to 


me, thy 1 C. eren put an End to it * 
di 
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did not apprehend my Deſpair might be interpreted to the 
Prejudice of my Honour, on which that of Don Sancho, 
and even his Life, may perhaps inſeparably depend. You 
may believe, the Diſdain I have ſhew'd you was the Ef- 
fect of my Averſion, rather than of my Virtue; and may 
be pleas'd with my Diſgrace, and improve it to gratify. 
your Vengeance: But can you find in your Heart to im- 
pute that to me as a Crime, which you yourſelf would 
have taught me to act? and can you want Indulgence for 
her, who has expreſsd ſo much to you? | 
- DON LEWIS did not ſuffer me to ſay more; You- 
ſee Madam, faid he, that Heaven has juſtly puniſh'd you, 
for having choſen to love one whom you ought to hate: 
But 1 have no Time to loſe, to convince you, by helping 
you- qut of this Perplexity, that you have not a. better- 
Friend in the World than Don Lewis: Upon this he left me, 
and return'd-ina Moment, with a Couple of Porters, whom- 
he had ſent for by one of his Servants. Marina and I in 
in the mean time had placed the Body of Anarado in the 


Cheſt. Don Lewis himſelf aſſiſted to load it on the Porter's 


Shoulders, and caus d it to be carrried to the Houſe of one 
of his Friends, to whom he diſcover'd this Adventure, as 
he had already intruſted him with the Secret of his Love 
to me. Andrado was there taken out of the Cheſt, and 
hid along on a Table, and white they were undreſſing 
bim, Don Lewis felt his Pulſe, and clapping his Hand on 
the ſide of the Heart, found he was not dead. A Surgeon 
was call'd for in all haſte, while they put him to Bed, and 
all the Remedies uſual on ſuch Occaſions were employ'd: 
to recover him. He came to himſelf, and was let Blood; a 
Footman was left by him; and the Company retir'd, to- 
— Time to Nature and n to finiſh what was 
un. 
YOU may gueſs the Alloniſhment of Hrdrado, when, 
after this long faim ing Fit, he found bimſelf in a Bed, re- 
membring only the Fright he was in, when we put him 


into the Cheſt; and not kngwing where he was, nor what 
to 
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to hope or fear. In this terrible Alarm he heard the Cham- 
ber Door open, and the Curtains being drawn, he ſaw by 
the Light of the Tapers which were brought in, Don Lewis 
whom he knew very well to be my Brother-in-Law, and 
who pulling a Chair to the Side of the Bed, ſpoke to hin 
in theſe Terms. Do you know me, Signior Andrado? Do 
nat you know I am Don Sancho's Brother? Yes, anſwerd 
Andrado, I know it very well: And do you remember, ſaid 
n Lewis again, what has happen'd to you this Day at 
is Houſe? I proteſt to you, that if you pretend hereafter: 
to gallant my Siſter-in law, and are ever ſeen in the Street 
; Where ſhe lives, there is nothing I will not undertake a. 
gainſt you; and know that you wou'd not have been liv. 
ing now, if 1 had net had Pity on a fooliſh unhappy Wo. 
man, who put her Confidence in me; and if I were not 
afſur'd that the Criminal Deſigns you both had entertain d 
againſt the Honour of my Brother, were not executed. 
Change your Place of Abode, added he, and do not think 
to hide yourſelf from my "Reſentment, if you falſify the 
Promiſe I ſhall oblige you to make me. Andrado promis d 
him even more than he demanded, and made him the moſt 
cowardly Submiſſions, proteſting, that for the future he 
ſhow'd owe to him that Life which he had in his Power 
to have taken. Rey nh r 
HE was weak enough to have kept his Bed: But the 
horrible Fright he had been in, ſupply'd him with Strength 
enough to get up. From that Time he conceiv'd an Aver- 
tion for me, as great as his Affection had been before, and 
abhorr'd my very Name. In the mean while I was in 
Pain to know what was become of him, and had not 
Aſſurance enough to ask Don Lewis, neither cou'd 1 look 


up before him. I ſent” Marina to Andrado's Lodgings, where 
ſhe came, juſt as he himſelf was arriv'd, and was packing- 
up his Things in order to remove to another Part of the 
Town. As foorr as he ſaw her, he forbid her ever to come 
to him from me; and related to her in few Words all 
that had paſs d between Don Lewis. and: him, and —_— 
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that I was the moſt ungrateful, and the moſt perfidious 
Woman in the World; that he no longer conſider d me but 
25 a Perſon who wou'd have ruin'd him, and that he wou'd 
have me think of him no more than if I had never known 
him. 
AFTER theſe Words, he turn'd her into the Street; 
and tho ſhe was ſurpriz d at ſuch rough Behaviour, ſhe had 
the Wit to followy him at a Diſtance, to the Place whither 
his Things were carry'd. The Mortification I had to be 
accus'd of a Treachery of which I was innocent, and to 
be hated by a Man I fo much lov'd, and for whom I had 
hazarded my Life and my Honovr, did not permit 'me to 
reliſh my Joy at his being out of Danger. I fell into a 
Melancholy, which made me fick, and my Diſtemper be- 
ing unknown to the Phyſicians, afflicted my Husband ex- 
tremely. To compleat my Misfortune, Don Lewis began to 
preſume upon the important Service he had done me, ſo- 
liciting me perpetually to grant him what I wou'd wil- 
lingly have beſtow'd on Andrado; and upbraiding me with 
my Love for the laſt, while I repreſented to him, what I 
ow'd to a Husband, and what he ow'd to a Brother. 

TH US, hated by him I lov'd, and lov'd by him I 
hated; ſeeing Andrado no more, and ſeeing Don Lewis toe 
often, and accuſing myſelf inceſſantly for having been un- 
grateful to the beſt of Husbands, who made it his Care to 
pleaſe me, and who griev'd for my Illneſs, at a Time when 
he had all the Reaſon in the World to kill me; thus tor- 
mented with the Remorſe of my Conſcience, with Love 
and with Hatred, two ſuch contrary Paſſions, I kept my 
Bed for two. Months, expecting Death with Pleaſure; but 
Heaven reſerved me for greater Sufferings. My Youth ſup- 
ported me, contrary to my Wiſh, againſt my inconſolable 
Sadneſs. I recover'd my Health, and Den Lewis perſecuted 
me more than ever, I had given Orders to my Women, 
and particularly to Marina, never to let me be alone with 
bim. Enraged at this Hindrance, and at the Reſiſtance I 


made, he reſoly'd to obtain by the blackeſt Treachery that 
ever 
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ever was conceiv'd in a wicked Mind, what 1 refus d hin 
with ſo much Conſtancy. 77 

I told you before that there was a Door of Communi. 
.cation between his Houſe and ours, which was very rately 
faſten d. The Night which he choſe for the Execution of 
his damnable Deſign, at an Hour when be thought every 
Body was a-ſleep, he came in thro' that Door, open'd the 
Gate next the Street, and let looſe all the Horſes in our 
Stables, which were a great many, and which preſently ran 
into the Court yard, and from thence into the Street. The 
Noiſe they made ſoon waken'd thoſe who look d after them, 
and even my Husband. He was a mighty Lover of Horſes, 
As ſoon as he ynderſtood they were got into the Street, 
he ran out in his Night-gown, in a furious Paſſion at bis 
Grooms, and the Porter, who had not taken Care to make 
faſt the great Door. Don Lewis who had hid himſelf in 
my Anti- chamber, and aw my Husband go out, went 
down into the Court-yard after him, and fhut- the Street- 
door, and having waited a · while to give the greater Ne. 
ſemblance of Truth to what he deſign d to do, he came to 
Bed to me, and perſonated my Husband ſo well, that it 
wou'd have been very hard for me not to be deceiv'd. Bleis 
me, Sir, cry'd |, how cold you are? Indeed, faid he, coun- 
terfeiting his Voice, I am afraid I have got my Death in 
the Street, Are your Horſes caught? ſaid J. My Servants, 
reply d he, are gone after them; and then drawing near 
me he compleated his Treachery againſt me, and 
his Brother's Diſhonour. If it was permitted, it was 
perhaps that the Puniſhment of ſo great a Crime might be 
reſerv d for me, that ſo my Honour might be repair d 
by my own Hands, and my Innocence be diſcover d. 
After this he pretended to be concern'd for his Horſes; 
and quitting the Bed, open'd the Street- Door, and retir d to 
his own Houſe, very proud perhaps of his Wickedneſs, 
and rejoicing at what was to be the Cauſe of his De- 
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MY Husband return'd ſoon after, and came into Bed 
almoſt frozen; and going to pull me to his Arms, I de- 
ird him to let me ſleep. He thought it was very ſtrange 
and I was ſurpriz d ; and no longer doubted of the Trea- 
chery which, had been play d me. I cou'd not cloſe my 
Eyes all the Night. I roſe earlier than 1 had us d to do. I 
went to Maſs, and found there Don Lewis extraordinary fine, 
and his Countenance as gay, as mine was ſad and ſerious. 
He preſented the Holy - water to me, which I receiv'd very 
cooly; and looking at me with a malicious Smile, Bleſs me, 
Madam, ſaid he, how cold you are! At theſe Words, the ſame 
had aid to him in the Night, and which left me no longer to 
queſtion. my Misfortune, I turn'd pale, and then bluſh'd preſent» 
ly for having turn'd pale. He might diſcover by my Eyes, 
ind by the Diſorder thoſe Words bad put mg in, how much 
1 was offended at his Inſolence. I left him, without look- 
ing at him. I was all the time of the Maſs in the Uneaſt- 
nels you may imagine, and I created a great deal to my 


Husband, when during Dinner, and all the reſt. of the. 


Day, I was {wallow'd up in Thought, and figh'd perpetu- 
aly, diſcovering, the Trouble of my Mind, notwithſtand- 
ing my Efforts to diſſemble it. I retir'd into my Chamber 


ſooner than ordinary, pretending. a ſlight Indiſpoſition. I 
thought of a hundred different Ways to revenge myſelf. At 


aſt, my Rage inſpir'd me with one, on which I fix d. 


WHEN Night came, I went to Bed with my Hus- 
band; and ſeem i to fall into a Slumber, to oblige him to 


20 to ſleep; and when I faw him ſound, and believ'd the 
Servants were ſo too, I roſe up, and took his Poniard; 
and mad and. blinded as I was with my Paſſion, yet I was 


ſo well guided by it, that thro! the ſame Door, and by the 
lame Way by which my cruel Enemy had come to my 


Bed, I made ſhift to get to his. My Rage did not render 
me over · haſty, and precipitate. With the Hand I had at 


Liberty I ſought. out his Heart, and when its beating had 
diſcover'd it to me, the Fear of failing in my Attempt did 


did aot make my Hand which held the Poniard ſhake; IL 


plung d 


2 
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plung d it twice into the Heart of the deteſtable Don Lew! 
and puniſh'd him by a Death much milder than he deſervd. 
In my Rage I gave him five or fix Stabs more, and then 
return'd to my Chamber with a Tranquility, which made 
me ſenſible that I had never done any thing with a greater 
Satisfaction. I put my Husband's Poniard, bloody as it was, 
into the Scabbard; dreſs'd myſelf with all the Haſte, and as 
little Noiſe as I coud; I took all my Jewels and Money 
with me; and being as much tranſported with Love, as [ 
was troubled at what I had done, I left a Husband who 
loy'd me more than his Life, to fling myſelf into the 
Arms of a young Man, who had given me lately to un- 
derſtand, that I was become odious to him. The Timi- 
dity of my Sex was ſo well-encourag'd by the impetuous 
\ Paſſions wich which I was agitated, that I walk'd alone, 
and by Night, from our Houſe to Andrado's Lodging, 
with as much Aſſurance, as if I had done a good Action 
in open Day. I knock'd at Andrados Door, who was not 
at home, being engaged at Play with one of his Friends, 
His Servants, who remember'd me, and who were not a 
little ſurpriz'd to ſee me, receiv'd' me with a great deal of 
Reſpect, and kindled me a Fire in their Maſter's Chamber. 
He came home ſoon after, and I believe little expected to 
find me in his Room. hens 
AS ſoon as he ſaw me, What brings you hither, Ma- 
dam Eugenia? ſays he, looking wildly on me; and what 
would you ask of a Perſon, whom you endeavour'd to fa- 
_ crifice to the Jealouſy of 'a Brother-in-Law whom you 
love? Ah, Andrado, anſwer'd I, do you put fo ill a Senſe 
upon an Accident that was inevitable, and which forced 
me to have Recourſe to the Man I dreaded moſt to be 
obliged to? Can you make ſo wrong a Judgment of a 
Perſon who has given you ſo many Proofs of her Affe · 
ction? I expected from you ſomething elſe than Reproaches, 
nor wou'd you have been now in a Condition to make 
me any, if I had not done the Action you condemn and 
impute to me as a Crime. Ah! if I have committed any, 
Rt: : | it 
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it is not againſt you, but againſt a Husband who ovght to 
he very dear to me; to whom I have been ungrateful, 
that I might not be ſo to you; and whom I have for- 
ſaken, to throw myſelf into the Arms of a cruel Man who 
uſes me ill, When your ſuppos'd Death had put me into 
the Deſpair a Woman might eaſily be in, who expected 
nothing leſs every Minute than to be ſurpriz d by a Huſ- 
band; and when Don Lewis had actually ſurpriz d me in 
this deplorable Condition, what could I do but truſt to/his 
Generofity, and to the Love he had for me? He has ſince 
peſum'd upon it like a Traytor, at the Expence of my 
Honour; but it has been alſo at the Expence of his Life, 
of which I have juſt depriv'd him: This, my dear An- 
drado, is what brings me hither, I muſt conceal-myſelf 
ſomewhere from Juſtice, till it be known what was Don 
Lewis's Crime, and my Unhappineſs. I have Money and 
Jewels enough to enable you to live with Splendor in any 
Part of Spain, where you ſhall think fit to accompany my 
il Fortune; Time will ſoon convince all the World that 
| deſerve Pity rather than Blame, and my Behaviour will 
juſtify my paſt Actions. Yes, yes, faid he interrupting 
me, I ſhall take the Place of Don Lewis, of whom you are 
grown weary, to be ſtabb'd like him when you ſhal be 
weary of me. Ah! laſcivious Woman, continu'd he, this laſt 
Wickedneſs does but too much confirm me in the Belief 
that thou hadſt a Mind to facrifice me to thy Gallant : But 
thou ſhalt not come off with ſimple Reproaches, and 1 will 
rather be the Avenger of thy Crime, than the Accomplice, 
After theſe Words, he ſtripp'd me by Force, in ſo cruel a 
Manner, that it fill'd his own Servants with Horror; he 
gave me a hundred Blows, naked as I was, and having 
latiated his Rage even to Laſſitude, turn'd me into the 
Streetz where if I had not happily met with you, I bad 
been dead before now, or in the Hands of thoſe who per- 
haps are ſceking after me. 

HAVING finiſh'd her Story, ſhe ſhew'd Don Garcias 
the niet in her Arms, and thoſe Parts of the Body which 

Mo- 
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Modeſty permitted her to expoſe, and then refum'd he 


Diſcourie. You have heard, generous Don Garcias, ſaid ſhe, 


my lamentabie Hiſtory. Give me your Advice, I conjure 
you, what ſo wretched a Woman, who has been the Cauſe 
of ſo many Dilaſters, ought to do. Ah, Madam, faid Do 
Garcias interrupting her, that it were as eaſie to me to ad. 
viſe you, as it will be to puniſh Andrado, if you will give 
me Leave! Do not deprive me of the Honour of reverging 
you, and be not afraid of employing, in whatever you haye 
a mind to undertake, a Man who is not leſs touch'd with 
your Misfortune, than with the Injury which has been 
done you. ; 5 s 

DON GARCIAS ſpoke theſe Words with ſuch x 
Warmth as made Eugenia ſenſible that he had as much 
Love for her as Pity, She thank'd him in the moſt 
obliging Terms her Civility and ' Gratitude cou'd invent; 
and ſhe deſir d him to take the pains to go back to her 
Husband's Houſe, to learn more fully what was faid of her 
Eſcape, and the Death of Don Lewis. He got thither at 
the time they were carrying Don Sancho to Priſon, with 
his Domeſticks, and thoſe of Don Lewis, who bad de- 
pos d that their Maſter had been in Love with Eugenia, 
The Door of Communication which was found open, 
and the Poniard of Don Sancho, which was ſtill blood), 
eonvicted him in ſome meaſure of his Brother's Murder, 
His Wife's Flight, and his not finding his Jewels and 
Money, aſtoniſh'd him beyond Expreſſion, and gave him 
more Uneafineſs than his Impriſonment; and the Proce- 
dures of the Law. Don Garcias was impatient to ac- 
quaint Eugenia with this News ; but he cou'd not do it 
10 ſoon as be wiſh'd, One of his Friends, who had 
Buſineſs with him, ſtopp'd him a long time in the 
Street where he lodg'd, and it happen'd to be right « 
gainſt the Lodgings of Andrado, out of which he ſau 
a Servant with Boots on bring .a Portmanteau. He fol 
low'd him at a Diſtance with his Friend into the Poſt- 
Houſe, and going in after him, he heard him beſpesł 
5 | | three 
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three Horſes, to be ready in half an Hour. When he was 
one, Don Garcia: beſpoke the ſame number of Horſes 
bo the Game Hour; and his Friend asking him what 
he deſign'd, he promis'd to tell him if he wou'd take 

with him in it; to which the other agreed with- 
out troubling himſelf any further what it was. Don 
Garcias deſir d him to go and put on his Boots and ſtay 
for him while he ſtepp'd to his Lodgings. They part- 
ed after this manner, and Don Garcias went to Eugenia, 
to acquaint her with what he knew of her Affairs; he 
gave Orders alſo to his Landlady, who was a Woman in 


. whom he might confide, to furniſh Eugenia with proper 


Cloaths, and ſee her convey'd that Night to the Mo- 
naſtery, the Superior of which was her Relation and 
Friend, He afterwards privately bid his Footman carry 
a Riding Coat and Boots to his Friend's Lodgings whom 
he had juſt parted with; and having recommended to his 
Landlady to take great Care of Eugenia, and conceal her 
from the Eyes of every body, he call'd upon, his Friend, 
and went with him to the Poſt-Houſe, whither Audrado 
came ſoon after. Don Garcias ask d him to what Place 
he was going, he anſwer d to Sevil. We have Occaſion 
then, ſaid Don Garcias, but for one Poſtilion. Andrado 
zpreed to it, and perhaps from that Inſtant conſider'd 
Don Garrias and his Friend as two Bubbles, whom he 
ſhou'd- eaſe of their Money at Play. 
THE N fee, out together from Valladolid, and rid a 
good while without entering upon any Converſation. 
At laſt Don Garrias ſeeing himſelf in an open Country, 
remote from any Houſes, he thought the Place proper for 
his Purpoſe; and ſpurring on before, turn'd back, and 
deſir d Andrado'to ſtop. Anarado ask d him what he wou'd 
have with him? I muſt fight you, anſwer d Don Garcias, 
to Revenge Eugenia if I can, whom you have mortally 
Injur'd by an Action the moſt baſe, and the moſt un- 
worthy of a Man of Honour, that can ever be imagin'd, 
pc repent of what I have done, reply'd Andrado 
haughtily, 
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haughtily, without ſeeming. ſurpriz'd; but you may per- 
haps repent of what you are going to do. He was brave, 
and diſmounted at the ſame time with Don Garcias, who 
did not vouchſafe him an Anſwer; and. as they were 
ready with their Swords in their Hands, Don Garcias's 
Friend told them they ſhou'd not fight without him; and 
offer d to engage indrados Servant, who was a luſty Fel- 
low, and of a good Mien, Andrado proteſted that if he 
had for his Second the beſt Swords-Man in all Spain, he 
wou'd not admit him, and wou'd fight only one to one, 
His Servant, over and above the Proteſtation of his Ma- 
ſter, vow'd likewiſe for himſelf that he wou'd not fight 
with any Perſon on any Account whatever. Don Garcias's 
Friend was therefore forced to be a Spectator of the 
Combatants, which is no new thing in Spain. The In- 
gagement did not laſt long, for Heav'n, was fo fayourable 
to the good Cauſe of Don Garcias, that his Enemy ruſh- 
ing on him with more Impetuoſity than Skill, ran himſelf 
upon his Sword, and fell down at his Feet, loſing his 
Blood and dis Life together. Andrado's Servant and the 
Poſtilion, who. were equally fearful, caſt themſelves at 
Don Garcias's Feet, who had no Delign to touch them, 
He commanded Andrado's Servant to open his Maſter's 
Portmanteau, and reſtore him every Thing Andrado had 
taken from Eugenia. He immediately 'obey'd, and deli- 
ver'd to Don Garcias a Mantle, Gown and Petticoat which 
were very rich, and a little Box, whoſe Weight ſhew'd 
it was not empty. The Servant found the Key in his 
* Maſter's Pocket, and gave it to Don Garcias, who bid 
him do what he pleas d with his Maſter's Body; threat. 
ening to kill him if ever he ſa him in Valladolid, He com- 
manded the Poſtillion not to return thither till it began to 
be Night, and promis d him the two Horſes he had hir d 

ſhou'd be left at the Poſt-Houſe, PII 
DON GARCTIAS and his Friend gallop'd away to- 
wards Valladolid, They diſmounted at the Emperor's Am- 
haſſador s, where they had Friends, and ſtaid there till it 
| | Was 
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was Night. Don Garcias ſent for his Man, who told 
bim Eugenia was very uneaſy that ſhe did not ſee him. 
The Horſes were ſent to the Poſt-Houſe by an unknown 
Perſon, who lipp'd away very dexterouſly after he had 
deliver'd them to one of the Hoſtlers. Andrado's Death 
was no more talk d of in Valladolid, than if no ſuch thing 
had happen d; or if it were mention'd, it was as of a 
Cavalier who had been Kkilld by an unknown Enemy, 
or by Highway-Men. Don Garcias return'd home, where 
he found Eugenia dreſs'd in the Cloaths which his Land- 
lady had procur'd her. He reſtor'd her Things to her, 


particularly her Jewels, and acquainted her after what Man- 


ner ſhe had been reveng'd of Andrado. As ſhe was good- 
natur'd, ſhe was touch'd' at the unfortunate End of a Per- 
fon whom ſhe had fo dearly lov'd; and the Thought of 
being the Cauſe of ſo many Tragical Events, afflicting 
her as much as her own'Unhappineſs, ſhe ſhed a great 
many Tears. | 
THAT very Day, Proclamation was made in Valla« 
dilid, that no one ſhou'd conceal Eugenia, with a Reward 
of two hundred Crowns for any Body who ſhou'd bring 
Tidings of her. This made her reſolve to retire into 
the Monaſtery” with all Speed. She paſs d this Night 
2s uneaſily as ſhe had done the other. Don Garcias went 
as ſoon as it was Day to the Superior of the Monaſtery, 
who was a Relation of Eugenia, and promis d to admit 
her, and keep her as privately as he coud. After this he 
went and hir d a Coach, and placing it in a by- Street, 
near that where he liv'd, Eugenia came to it, accompa- 
ny'd by Don Garcias's Landlady, both of them being 
yeild. They directed the Coachman to ſet them down' 
at a certain Place, that he might not know the Mona- 
ſtery whither Eugenia retir d. She was well received there; 
and Don Garcias's Landlady took her Leave of her, and 
went to enquire in what Condition Don Sancho's Affair 
ſtood, She was inform'd, that it went very ill with him. 
and that there was a Talk of at leaſt putting him on the 
Vor. IV. N Rack. 
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Nack. Den Gurciat notified it to Beni, who was fo 


affected to fre her Husband in Danger of being puniſh's 
for a Crime, of which he was innocent, that ſhe reſolv'd 
to ſurrender herſelf into the Hands of Juſtice, Don Garcia 
diſſuaded her from it, and advis d her rather to write to 
the Judge, that none but herſelf cou'd inform him who 
had kill'd Den Lemis. The Judge, who very happily proy'd 
to be her Relation, went to ſee hen, with other Officers of 
Juſtice; to whom Eugenia confels'd, that ſhe had kill'd Don 


Lewis, and acquainted them with the Reaſon: which induced 


ker, tho a Woman, to have 'Recourſe to ſo violent an 
Action; and related all that had paſs'd between Don Lewis 
and herſelf, excepting her Intrigue with Andrado. Her 
Confeſſion was put down in Writing, and a Report of it 
was made to the King; who conſidering the Greatneſs of 


Don Lewis's Crime, the juſt Reſentment of Eugenia, the 


Innocence of Don Sancho and hie Domeſticks, caus'd 
them to be ſet at Liberty, and pardon'd Eugenia at the In. 
terceſſion of the whole Court, who employ'd their Intereſt 
in her Behalf. Her Hushand was not diſpleas d with her 
for the Death of his Brother, and perhaps lov'd her the bet- 
ter for it. e went to ſee her as ſoon as be was releas'd, 
and did all he could to prevail with her to come home to 
him, but ſhe wou'd not confent to it, whatever urgent In- 
treaties he made her; She believ d he took the Death of 
Dos Lewis as he ought : But ſhe knew very well, that he had 
heard of what had paſs'd: between her and the Portuguer 
Cavalier; and that the leaſt Scruple concerning a Woman's 
Honour, may turn to Jealouſy in the Mind of à Husband, 
and ſooner or later divide the conjugal Love the moſt firm- 
ly united. ' eee 
Do N SANCHO viſited her often, and endeavour'd 
by the moſt ſenſible Tokens of Tenderneſs' he 'cou'd give 
her, to oblige her to return; and be again the abſolute Mi- 
ſtreſs of his Eſtate and himſelf. She remain'd fix'd in her 


Reſolution ; and obtain d a Penſion ſuitable to her Rank 


and Fortune; and excepting that ſhe did not comply with 
2 1 Don 
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Dov Saucho in returning home to him, ſhe behav'g herſelf 
ia ſo obliging a manner to her Husband, that he had all the 
Reaſon imaginable: to value himſelf on her Account, But 


all ſhe did in the Monaſtery to pleaſe him, increas'd his 


Regret that he cou'd not draw her from it, and this at laſt 
threw him into a Sickneſs, which put an End to his Life. 
He conjur'd Ewgenia to allow him the Satisfaction of ſeeing 
her, before he left her for ever. She cou'd not refuſe this 
melancholic Pleaſure to a Husband who had been ſo dear 
to her, who had loy'd her ſo much, and who lov'd hee 
ſtill ſo tenderly, She went to ſee him die, and had like to 
have dy'd herſelf with Grief, when ſhe faw him expreſs 
as much Joy at the Sight of her, as if ſhe had reſtor'd to 
him the Life he was going to loſe. He rewarded her for 
her Kindneſs, making her his ſole Heireſs, by which ſhe 
found herſelf one of the richeſt, as well as the mof} beau- 
tiful Widows in all Spain, after having ſeen herſelf in Dan- 
ger of being one of the unhappieſt Women in the World. 
The Affliction ſhe had for the Death of her Husband was 
great, and was not feign d. She gave the neceſſary Orders 
for his Funeral; took Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate; and went 
back to the Monaſtery, determin d to paſs there the Re- 
mainder of her Days. Her Relations propos'd to her the 
beſt Matches in Spain. She preferr'd her Repoſe to their 
Ambition; and finding herſelf too much perſecuted by them, 
as well as by a Number of Suiters, whom her Beauty and 
her Wealth drew every Day to the Monaſtery, ſhe refus'd 
to admit any but Don Garcias, This young Gentleman 
had ferv'd her ſo well, on ſo important an Occaſion, and 
with ſo much Zeal, that ſhe cou'd not ſee him, without 
ſaying to herſelf, that ſhe ow'd him ſomething more than 
bare Civilities and Thanks, She perceiv'd by his Retinue 
and Equipage, that he was not rich; and ſhe was generous 
enough to offer him that Aſſiſtance which a Perſon in 
mean Circumſtances might without Shame receive from 
another of a ſuperior Fortune : During the little Time ſhe 
had been at his Lodgings, N by the Converſations 2 
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had frequently had with her, he had convinced her, that 
he had a Mind elevated above the common Rank, and 
entirely free from all Regards but thoſe of Honour. She 
was afraid therefore of offending him, by making him 
a Preſent as noble as her generous Temper prompted her 
to; and was no leſs apprehenſive of giving him an ill O- 
pinion of her Gratitude, if ſhe did not ſhew him ſome 
Tokens of her Liberality. 53555 ä 
60 T if Don Garcias gave her Uneaſineſs on this Ac- 
count, ſne caus d him equal Inquietude, and entirely di- 
ſturb'd the Repoſe of his Mind. He lov'd her; and if 
his Reſpe& had not reſtrain d him from declaring it, yet 
how cou'd he preſume to talk of Love to a Woman, 
whom Love had ſo lately plung'd in ſuch Misfortunes; 
and while the Air of Sadneſs, which dwelt on her Face, 
and her Tears, which were conſtantly- lowing, ſhew'd 
her Heart was yet too full of Grief, to receive any other 
Paſſion. 8 : 2D 
AMONG thoſe who had offer'd themſelves to her, and 
whom ſhe had refus'd, was one Don Diego, who was eter- 
nally aſſiduous, as having nothing elſe by which to diſtin- 
guiſn himſelf, He was as fooliſh as is poſſible for a young 
Man to be, as brutiſh as fooliſh, and as teazing as brutal, 
and as hated as teazing. He was as ill - ſnap'd alſo in Body 
as in Mind, and as poor in the Goods of Fortune as am- 
bitious to have them: But being deſcended from a noble Fa- 
mily in Spain, and a near Relation of one of the principal 
Miniſters of State, which only ſerv'd to make him inſolent, 
he was borne with in Company on Account of his Quality, 
tho it was ſupported by no Merit: This Don Diego thought 
he had found in Eugenia all that he cou'd wiſh for in a Wo- 
man, and hop d to obtain her eaſily by the Intereſt of ſome 
great Perſons at Court, who had promis d him he ſhould 
marry her. But Eugenia was not ſo eaſy to be perſuaded in 
an Affair of that Importance, as had been imagin'd; and 
the Court wou d not, in favour of a private Perſon, commit 
à Violence that wou'd have offended the Publick. 
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EUGENTIA's Retirement in a Monaſtery, her Obſti- 
nacy not to leave it, the Reſolution ſhe had taken to re- 
ceive no Viſits, -and the Coolneſs of thoſe who had coun- 
tenanced Don Diego in his Addreſſes, made him lay aſide 
the Hopes he had entertain'd, of obtaining her without 
Difficulty, He reſolv'd therefore to take her out of the 
Monaſtery by Force, which is one of the moſt criminal 
Enterpriſes that can be attempted in Spain, and of which 
none but ſuch a Fool as he was, could have been capable. 
By his Money he procur'd a Set of Fellows as mad as 
himſelf, and gave Orders for Relayes of Horſes to a Sea 
Port, where he had provided a Ship. He broke into the 
Monaſtery, took Eugenia out of it, and had certainly car- 
ry'd her away, if Heaven had not ſupply'd her with an 
unexpected Succour, One ſingle Man, whom the Cries 
of Eugenia had brought down upon theſe Raviſhers, op- 
pos d their Retreat, and ſtoppd them with ſo much Cou- 
rage, that he preſently wounded Don Diego and ſeveral of 
his Accomplices, and gave Time to the Townſmen, who 
were in Motion, and to the Officers of Juſtice, to aſſem- 
ble, and oblige Don Diego and his Gang, to expoſe them- 
ſelves to be kill'd, or ſurrender. Thus was Eugenia reſcu'd. 
But before ſhe return'd to the Monaſtery, ſhe was deſirous 
to know what was become of that brave Man, who had 
ſo generouſly hazarded his Life for her. They found 
him very much wounded, and almoſt ſenſeleſs. Eugenia 
would ſee him; and had no ſooner caſt her Eyes on his 
Face; than ſhe knew him to be Don Garcias, If her Sur- 
Prize was great, her Compaſſion was no leſs; and ſhe 
gave ſuch paſſionate Tokens of it, as might have been in- 
terpreted to her Diſadvantage, if ſhe had not otherwiſe 
had a juſt Reaſon to be afflicted. She obtain'd, by her 
Prayers and Intreaties, that her generous Defender might 
not be carry'd to Priſon, whom Don Diego, who lay at 
the Point of Death, and his Accomplices, acknowledg'd 
not to belong to their Troop, and to be the Perſon who 
had attack d them, He was conyey'd to the neareſt Houſe, 
| N 3 | which 
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which happened to be that of Dow Sancho, and which 
was now Bagenis 3, and where ſhe had left all her Furni- 
ture, with ſome Servants; and he was put into the Hands 
of the ableſt Surgeons. | LEN 5 
UO ENI A went back to her Monaſtery ; and the 
very next Day Was forced to leave it, and return to her 
n Houſe, beeauſe there enme out an Order, forbidding 
all Monaſteries to entertain any Seculars. The Day follow. 
iog Dos Diego dy d, and his Relations had Intereſt enough 
to hinder his Proſecution after his Death; but his Ac- 
eomplices were try'd, and puniſh'd according to their De- 
merit. Ewugenis was extremely concern d to ſee Don Gar- 
eius paſt Hopes of Recovery ; ſhe implor d the Aſſiſtance 
of Heav'n,: ſhe offer d to give the Surgeons whatever they 
eould ask: but their Art was exhauſted,. and they had no 
Expectation but from Heav'n, and the Youth of the Pa+ 
tient. Fugenia did not ſtir from his Bed-fide ; and Night 
and Day did him ſuch aſſiduous Services, that ſhe was 
kkely at laſt to ſtand in need of thoſe of others. Fre- 
quently in the Ravings of his Feaver, and among the in- 
coherent Things which his diſturb'd Imagination made 
him ſay, ſhe heard him pronounce her Name, and often 
talk of Love, and ſpeak like a Man that is fighting or 
quarrelling. At length, Nature, aſſiſted by the Remedies, 
got the better of his Illneſs; his Feaver abated ; his Wounds 
had a better Appearance; and the Surgeons now aſſur d 
Eugenia of his Cure, provided no new Accidents interyen'd, 
She made them handſom Preſents, and caus d Prayers to 
be faid in all the Churches of Valladolid, Tt was then that 
Don Garcias learnt from Eugenia, that ſhe was the Wo- 
man whom he had ſav'd, and ſhe knew from him, bow 
he came to be fo ſeaſonably there to aſſiſt her, as he was 
returning from one of his Friends. She could not for- 
bear ſpeaking of the Obligations ſhe had to him, and he 
could not conceal from her the extream Joy he had, for 
having ferv'd her ſucceſsfully But he had Rill a Thing of 
grener Conſoquence to impart to her, | _ 
; 0 
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ONE Day as fhe was alone with him, ſhe conjur'd 
him not to ſuffer her to be ungrateful long, but to make 


| uſe of her on ſome important Account; he thought this 


a favourable. Opportunity to diſcover to her the true Sen- 
timents of his Heart; but the Thought of what he wis 


| going to da, made him figh; he grew pale, and the Trou- 


ble of his Mind was fo viſible in his Face, that Eugenia 


was afraid he was in ſome great Pain. She ask d him 


how his Wounds were: Ah-! Madam, anſwer'd he, my 
Wounds are not my greateſt Malady. What then is the 
Matter with yeu ? aid ſhe, very much frighten d. This 
Misfortune, reply d he, is without Remedy, It is true, 
ſaid Eugenia, you are unhappy in having been wounded fo 
dangerquſly for a Perſon who was unknown te you, and 
who did not deſerye you ſhould. expoſe your Life for her : 


But that is a Misfortune which will have an End, ſince 


your Surgeons no longer doubt of your Recovery. It is 


that which grieves me, cry'd Don Garcias - If 1 had loſt 


my. Life in ſerving you, I had made a glorious End; 


whereas: I ſhall-now.live againſt; my Will, and be long the 


unhappieſt Man in the World; . With the good Qualities 


you have, I don't think you ſo unhappy as you fay, re- 
ply'd Eugenia. How ? Madam, faid he, do you not think the 


Man unhappy who knows your Value, who eſteems you 
more than any Perſon in the World ; who loves you bet- 


ter than his Life; and with all this, would not have 


wherewith to merit you, even if Fortune had been as fa- 
yourable to him as it has always been unkind ? You 


ſtrangely ſurprize me, faid ſhe bluſhing ; but my Obliga- 
tions to you give you a Privilege With me, that in my 


preſent Condition I ſhould not ſuffer another to take: 
Think only of getting well, and believe that your Misfor- 
tunes ſhall not laſt long, when it depends upon Eugenia 
to cloſe them; _ 

SHE did not ſtay for his Anſwer, but call'd to thoſe 
who look'd after him, and went out of his Chamber juſt 


as his Surgeons were coming in. Don Garcias expected 
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from Ewgenia's Words ſo happy an Iſſue of his Love, that 
bis Soul, from the Uneaſineſs of a Lover without Hope, 
gave itſelf up to Joy, and this Joy contributed more to his 
Cure than all the Remedies of Surgery, He recover'd per- 
feftly; and out of Decency remov'd from Eugenia's Houſe; 
but did not quit his Pretenſions to her Heart. She had pro- 
mis d to love him, provided he did not give any publick 
Signs of it; and perhaps ſhe lov d him as much as ſhe was 
lov'd by him; but having lately loſt a Husband, and ſuſtain d 
ſuch Adventures as had render'd her the ordinary Subject of 
all Converſations as well at Court as in the Town, ſhe was 
unwilling to expoſe herſelf again to raſh Judgments, by a 
Marriage unſeaſonable, and againſt Decorum. At laſt Don 
Garcias ſurmounted all thoſe Difficulties, by his Merit, and 
his Conftancy. He was handſome enough in his Per- 
ſon, to make a Rival deſpair: He was a younger Brother 
of one of the beſt Families of Arragon, and if he had not 
ſignaliz d himſelf in the Wars, the long Services his Father 
had done the King of Spain, might have made him hope 
for a Recompence from the Court, as beneficial as honou- 
rable. Eugenia cou'd not hold out long againſt ſo many 
good Qualities, nor all the Obligations ſhe had to him. She 
married him. The Court and the Town approv'd her Choice; 
and that ſhe might not have the leaſt Reaſon to repent of 
It; ſoon after the Marriage, the King of Spain gave Don 
Garcia a Commandery of St. Fames. 


Te END. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


&MONG all human Undertakings none is 
SR ſo great as that of Conſpiracies. Courage, 
Prudence, and Fidelity, which are equally 
requir'd in all who are concern'd in them, 
are Qualities poſleſs'd by few; and it is ſill 

— more rare, to find them all united in the 
fame Perſon, As a Man often flatters himſelf that he is 
-lov'd better than he really is, eſpecially if he deſerves it, 
and has taken pains to make himſelf ſo, ſome Heads of a 
_ Conſpiracy rely intirely on the Affection their Accomplices 
have for them; but there are few Friendſhips which are 
ſtronger than the Fear of Death. If this Affection is violent, 
it prevents the Judgment on unexpected Occaſions, and is 
got attended with a neceſſary Diſcretion ; ſor moſt * 
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278 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt 
Who wiſh for à thing vehemently, ew it too plainly, 
And if a Conſpirator has ſo much Underſtanding that there 
is no fear of his Indiſcretion, he is always more diſpaſſi- 
onate and cool in Affection: He knows too well the Ex- 
tent and Probability of the Danger to which he is cxpos'd, 
and the various Meaſures he can take to diſengage him- 
ſelf; He ſees, in a word, that the Advantages he can reap 
from ſuch an Enterprize are doubtful, and that if be diſcovers 
it to them againſt whom it is form'd, his Reward is cer- 
tain, The Capacity alſo of moſt Men is only founded on 
their 8 and they feldom, reaſon · right in rhe firſt 
Affair which paſſes thro their Hands. The wiftſt are they 
who improve by the Faults they commit, and who gain 
Light, and draw proper Conſequences to govern them- 
felves better for the time to come. But as there is no 
Compariſon either for the Danger..or the Difficulty, be- 
tween 3 Conſpiracy and any other Aft : whatever Ex- 
perience a Man may have in all other Matters, it can ſup- 

y him with no Light in this, nor any aſſur d Conſequen- 
ces for his good Conduct. In order to avoid committing 
a conſiderable Fault in a Conſpiracy, it is neceſſary that a 
Man ſhould have been in one already. but it is very rarely 
that any one Perſon is engag d in two while he lives. If 
the firſt ſucceeds, the Advantages he receives by it gene- 
rally put him in u Condition above having Occaſion to 
hazard himſelf in, a ſecond: If it does not ſucteed, he 
periſnes; or if he makes his Eſcape, it ſeldom happens 
that he is willing to run the ſame Riſque again. To theſe 

Incoaveaiencies. muſt be added, that let our Hatred be ever 
ſo great againſt Tyrants, a Man always loves himſelf more 
than he hates another; that it is not enough that Con- 
ſpirators are faichful, unleſs they are all mutually perſuaded 

of each erher's- Fidelity ; that the Head of the Conſpiracy 
ought to have a Regard to all the panick Fears, and the 

moſt ridiculous Imaginations which may ſeixe them, as 
well as to the moſt ſolid Difficulties which occur in his 

Euaterprine; becauſe the firſt, as well as the laſt, n 

| ble 
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ble of ruining it; that a Word ſpoken on another Subject. 
” a Geſture without Deſign, are able to make them be- 
lieve they are betray'd, and ſo precipitate the Execution; 
that a fingle Circumſtance of Time or Place, which in 
Truth is of no Importance, is ſufficient fometimes to 
frighten them, merely becauſe it was not foreſeen; that 
according to. the natural Temper of Mea, they always 
fancy their Secret is gueſs d, and find Reaſons to believe 
they we diſcover d, in all that is {aid or done before them ; 
and he who knows he is Guilty, applies every thing to 
himſelf, That if all theſe Difficulties are almoſt inſupera- 
ble in Conſpiracies which are fram'd only for the Death 
of a ſingle Perſon, what will they be in thoſe which at- 
tack a great Number at once, which aim at the Uſurpati» 
on of a Town, or of a whole State, and which for that 
Reaſon require a larger Space of Time, and more Hands 
to execute them? Theſe Conſiderations have always made 
me look upon this kind of Enterpriſes, as the moſt Moral 
and moſt Inſtructive Parts of Hiſtory ; and have alſo induced 
me to communicate to the Publick, the Conſpiracy which 
an Ambaſſador of Spain at Venice had contriv'd againſt that 
Republick about ſixty five Years ago. I know not whe» 
ther my Judgment is deceiv'd by the Fondnefs I have for 
the Subject I have undertaken , but I ingenuouſly con- 
feſs, I think, never was better ſeen the Force of Prudence 
in the Affairs of the World, and the Power of Chance; 
the Extent and the Bounds of the Mind of Man, its great- 
eſt Elevation, and its moſt ſecret Weakneſſes; the infinite 
Particulars which muſt be regarded to govern ; the Dif- 
ference between the good Subtilty, and the bad, and be- 
tween Ability and Cunning; And if Malice is never more 
odious, than when it makes an Abuſe of the moſt excel- 
lent Things, the Reader will undoubtedly conceive a 
Horror at it from this Hiſtory, when be ſhall ſee the no+ 
bleſt Qualifications employ'd to ſo abominable an End : 
Thus one of the Grecian Sages ſeeing a Criminal maintain 
2 Falſhood in che Midſt of Torments with a wonderful 
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Conſtancy, could not forbear crying out, Thou Wretch, why 
employſt ſo good a Thing to ſo bad a Uſe! 


T HE Difference between Paul the Vth and the Repub- 


lick of Venice having been terminated by the Mediati- 


on of France, with the Honour due to the Holy See, and 
the Glory which the Venetians deſerv'd, there were only 
the Spaniards who had any Reaſon to complain of it. As 
they. had declar'd in Favour of the Pope, and had offer'd 
him to compel the Venetians to ſubmit by force of Arms, 
they were inrag'd that he had treated without their Par- 
ticipation. But having penetrated into the Secret of the 
Apreement, they found they had no Cauſe to be offended 
with the Pope, and that the Contempt which was put 
upon them in this Affair proceeded from the Republick. 
It was the Senate which had in ſome meaſure excluded 
them from the Mediation, upon Pretence that after having 
ſhewn ſo much Partiality, they could not be admitted as 
Arbitrators, How great ſoever their Reſentment was for 
this Injury, they did not expreſs it while Henry the Fourth 
was living, whoſe Obligations to the Yenetians were too 
well known, and the Care he had taken of their Intereſt 
in this Diſpute with the Court of Rome. But his Death 
having ſet the Spaniards at Liberty, they wanted now no- 
thing but a fair Handle to put Things in Motion. 

A Company of Pyrates, call'd the Uſcoques, had ſettled 
in the Territories which the Houſe of Auſtria poſſeſſes 
on the Adriatick Sea, and which are contiguous to the 
Venetians. Theſe Robbers having committed infinite Depre- 
dations on the Subjects of the Republick, were protected 
by the Arch-Duke Ferdinand de Gretz, then Sovereign 
of that Country, and afterwards Emperor, He was a very 
religious Prince; but his Miniſters ſharing the Booty with 
the Uſcoques, and being devoted to the Court of Spain, em- 
braced this Opportunity to be reveng'd on the Venetians. 
The Emperor Mathias, mov'd with the juſt Complaints 
of the Republick, made up this Difference at Vienna in 
8 February 
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February 1612; but this Accommodation was fo ill ob- 
ſerv'd on the part of the Arch-Duke, that there was a 
Neceſſity of coming to an open War, in which he did 
not gain all the Advantages which the Spaniards expected. 
The Venetians by their wiſe Conduct eaſily repair d the 
Loſſes they had ſuſtain'd in ſome flight Ingagements ; 
and as they had nothing to fear from the Juris, they were 
better able to ſupport this War than the Arch-Duke. This 
Prince was preſs'd by the Emperor to make a Peace, be- 
cauſe the Grand Signior threaten d Hungary, and he had 


occaſion to lay up conſiderable Sums to facilitate his Ele- 


ction to the Kingdom of Bohemia, which was executed 
ſoon after. The Spaniards were willing to ſupply bim 
with Means to continue the War; but Charles Emanuel, Duke 
of Savoy, with whom they were embroil'd at the ſame 
time, did not ſuffer them to divide their Forces; and as 
that Duke receiv'd large Succours in Money from the Re- 
publick, they could never diſunite him from it. 

THE Council of Spain was mightily incens'd to find 
they had to do with the Venetians every where. The eaſy 
and peaceable Genius of King Philip the Third, and of 
the Duke of Lerma bis Favourite, gave them no Proſpect 
of extricating themſelves out of this Embarraſsment; but 
a Miniſter they had in Iraly, who was not ſo cool and 
moderate, undertook to extricate them. It was Don Al- 
phonſo de Ia Cueva, Marquis of Bedmar, Ambaſſador in 
Ordinary at Venice, one of the ſtrongeſt Genius's and moſt 
dangerous Spirits that Spain ever produced. It appears by 
the Writings he left, that he was Maſter of every thing 
in the Ancient and Modern Hiſtorians, which could form 
an extraordinary Man: He compar'd the Things they re- 
lated with thoſe which were in Agitation in his own 
Time; and exactly mark'd the Differences and Reſem- 
blances of Affairs, and what an Alteration the Circum- 
ſtances in which they agreed, produced in thoſe in which 


they differ d. He uſually form'd a Judgment of the Iſſue 
ef an Enterprize, as ſoon as he knew the Plan and the 
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Foundation of it. If he faund by the Event that he had 
| miſtaken, he traced back his Error to its Source, and en- 
deavour'd to diſcover. what had deceiv'd him, By this 
n and Study he had comprehended which are the 
ure Ways, the true Means, and the chief Circumſtances 
which. preſage good Succeſs in great Deſigns, and make 
them always anſwer Expectation. This continual Practice 
of reading, meditating and. obſerving the Affairs of the 
World, had rais'd him to ſo high a pitch of Sagacity, that 
his Conjectures on the Future generally paſs d in the Coun- 
cil ot Spain. for Prophecies. This profound Knowledge 
of the Nature of important Affairs Was accompany d with 
very ſingular, Talents for the Management of them; as a 
Facility of Speaking and Writing inexpreſſibly agreeable ; 
2 wonderful Inſtinct to kaom Mens an Air always gay 
and open, which had more Fire than Gravity, and was 
ſo remote from Diſſimulation as to come up almoſt to 
Simplicity and Nature; A Humour free and complaiſant, 
and by ſo much the more impenetrable. as every body 
thought they penetrated into it. His Deportment was 
tender, inſinuating and flattering. which worm' d out the 
Secrets of the Hearts which were hardeſt to open; and 
there were all the Appearances of an entire Freedom of 
Mind, in the midſt of the moſt anxious Agitations. 
THE Ambaſſadors of Spain at that Time generally 
commanded the Courts to which they were ſent, and the 


Marquis of Bedmar had been choſen for Venice, in the 


Year 1697, as for the moſt difficult of the foreign Employ- 
ments, and in which no Aſſiſtancr is to be had from Wo- 
men, Fryars, or Favourites. The Council of Spain was 
ſo ſatisfy d with him, that whatever Occaſion there was 
for him in other Places, they e, not reſolve even after 
4x Years, Refadence to recall him. - This long Continuance 
there gave him Time to ſtudy the Pies, of that Go- 
vernment, to find out its ſecret Springs, and ta diſcover 
its Strength and its Wealeneſs, ite Advantages ahd Defects. 
a he * the Arch · Duke would be chi 0 make 


Peace, 
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Peace, which muſt needs be ſhameful to Spain, becauſe 
the Wrong lay at their Door, he reſolv'd to undertake 
ſamething in order to prevent it. He confider'd that in 
the Condition Venice was then in, it was not impoſlible 
to become Maſter of it, by the Help of the Intelligences 
he had there, and of the Forces which he could procure, 
Their Troops had drain'd it of Arms, and ſtill more of Men 
capable of bearing them. As the Fleet had never made ſo 
fine an Appearance, the Senate never thought itſelf fo 
formidable, nor was ever leſs apprehenſive. However this 
invincible Fleet could not venture to quit the Coaſt of ria, 
which was the Seat of the War; and the Land- Army was 
at as great a Diſtance, and there was nothing at Venice to 
oppole a Deſcent from the Spaniſh Fleet. 
TO render this Deſcent the more certain, the Marquis 
de Bedmar was for poſſeſſing bimſelf of the principal 
Poſts, as the Place of St. Mark, and the Arſenal : And be- 
cauſe” it would be difficult to do this while the Town was 
in a perfect Tranquility, he thought it proper to ſet Fire 
at the ſame Time to all thoſe Places of the Town, which 
would catch the quickeſt, and were of the greateſt Impor- 
tance to ſuccour, He would not immediately write in- 
to Spain about it, as knowing Princes do not care to ex - 
plain themſelves on Affairs of ſuch a Nature, till they are 
ſo far advanced, that there is nothing wanting to put them 
in Execution, but an Aſſurance of Approbation in caſe they 
ſucceed, He only ſiguify d to the Duke of ſeda, princi - 
pal Secretary of State, that ſeeing the Shame the Houſe 
of Auſtria receiv'd from the War in the Friouli by the in- 
ſolent Conduct of the Venetians, and that all the Ways of 
Accommodation which had been taken at Vienna and elſe- 
where were ignominious; he look'd upon himſelf to be 
in that Condition, in which Nature and Policy oblige a 
faithful Subje& to have Recourſe to extraordinary Means, to 
preſerve his Prince and Country from an Infamy which is 
otherwiſe inevitable ; that this Care belong'd to him in 
particular, by reaſon of the Employment he Ge 5 
Wnic 
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which having conſtantly before his Eyes the Springs of the 
Evil which was to be redreſs d, no Body could judge bet- 
ter than himſelf, what Remedy ought to be apply'd ; and 
that he would endeavour to acquit himſelf of that Duty, 
in a manner as ſhould be worthy of the Zeal he had for 
the Grandeur of his Maſter. © | . 
THE Duke of Deda, who knew him perfectly, im- 
mediately imagin'd this conceal'd ſome Project equally im- 
portant and dangerous; but as prudent Men do not ap- 
pear to underſtand Things of this kind, till they are con- 
ſtrain'd to it, he did not communicate his Suſpicion to the 
firſt Miniſter, and anſwer d the Marquis Je Bedmar in ge- 
neral Terms, commending his Zeal, and referring the reſt 
to this uſual Diſcretion. The Marquis, who expected no 
other Return, was not ſurpriz d at ſo cool a Reply, and 
thought now of nothing but to contrive his Deſign, ſo as 
to be ſure of being avow'd. | | 
THERE never was a Monarchy in the World ſo ab- 
ſolute, as is the Authority with which the Senate of Venice 
governs' that Republick. They make an infinite Diffe- 
rence even in the minuteſt Things between the Nobles and 
thoſe who are not ſuch: In all the Countries which de- 
pend on the State, the Nobles alone are capable of com- 
manding : The greateſt Lords, and the prime Magiſtrates 
of thoſe Countries are in Subjection to them, rather as to 
Sovereigus than Governors; and if the Republick ever 
es ſome of the firſt Poſts in its Armies to Strangers, it 
is always on ſuch Conditions as oblige them to follow the 
Opinion of the Venetian Generaliſſimo, and in Reality leave 
them only an Executive Power, As there is not a more 
plauſible Pretence to burden the People than that of War, 
that of the U/coques afforded a fine Opportunity to the 
Nobles, who had the Management of it, to enrich them- 
ſelves. It was exceſſively expenſive. Beſides the Money 
which was ſent to Piedmont, there was a Neceſſity at laſt 
to raiſe in a manner a third Army in Lombardy againſt the 
Governor of Milan, who was perpetually threatning to 
| make 
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make a Diverſion in Favour of the Arch-Duke. The 
Juſtice and Right of the Republick made the Commanders 
more bold to invent new Oppreſſions, but did not how- 
ever render the People more patient to bear them; and 
they roſe ſo bigh, that the Marquis de Bedmar might rea- 
ſonably aſſure himſelf, that the Revolution he projected 
would be as agreeable to the meaner ſort of People, as it 
would be fatal to the Nobles. There were alſo among the 
Nobles ſome who did not love the Government. Theſe 
were the Partiſans of the Court of Rome: They who were 
moſt, in Number, and were ambitious, and full of Revenge, 
were incens d, that the Republick had been govern'd con- 
trary to their Counſels, during the Quarrel they had with 
that Court: They were diſpos'd to act and ſuffer any 
Thing, to wreſt the Power out of the Hands of thoſe 
who held it; and would have been pleas d with the Miſ- 
fortunes of the State, as the Effects of a Conduct which 
they had not approv d. Others, who were more weak 
and ſhallow, were for being more Catholick than the 
Pope himſelf. As he had abated of his Pretenſions in the 
. Accommodation, they imagin'd he had been oblig'd to it 
out of Policy, and that if a mental Reſervation could take 
place in that Affair, it was to be fear'd the Excommuni- 
cation ſubſiſted as before, in his Holineſs's Intention. Of 
this Number were ſeveral Senators, as poor in their For- 
tunes, as in their Minds, who became very ſerviceable to 
the Deſigns of the Marquis de Bedmar, after he had per- 
ſuaded them, by the powerful Conviction of doing them 


Kindneſſes, that fince that Affair had happen'd, it was im- 


poſſible to be a Venetian with a ſafe Conſcience, 

. NOTWITHSTANDING the ſevere Probibitions 
which are made to the Nobles to have no Correſpondence 
with Strangers, he had found the Means to eſtabliſh a ſtrict 
Intelligence with thoſe of them who were the moſt ne- 
ceſſitous, and the moſt diſſtisfy'd. If they had any near 
Relations in. the Monaſteries, a Miſtreſs, or truſty Eccleſi- 
aſtic, he purchas'd the Acquaintance of theſe neceſſary 
| People 
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288 Spaniſh Conſpiracy axainf 
People at any Price; and made them Preſents, which were 
of great Value, tho” generally they were only Curiofities 


of foreign Countries, Theſe Liberalities, which were diſ- 


pens d, as it ſeem'd, out of mere Generoſity, made thoſe 
who receiv'd them imagine they might draw more con- 
ſiderable ones from the Marquis. In view of this * 
fully fatiefy'd his Curioſity concerning all thoſe Things he 
had a Mind to be inform'd- of by them, and even took 
Care to appriſe themſelves of ſueh as they were not ſuf- 
ficiently acquainted with, to- anſwer his Queſtions ; and 
his Acknowledgments exceeding their Expectation, they 
had no Reſt till they had engag'd thetr Patrons in this 
Commerce. 

THESE Perſons it is likely might be puſh'd on by 
Neceſſity, and that the Nobles, to whom they belong d, 
could not behold without Envy, that they who intirely 
depended on them, ſhould become richer than themſelves, 
by Preſents which were made them only on their Account: 
But be it as it will, from that Time, there was not any 


'Deliberation in the Senate which could be kept ſecret from 


the Ambaſſador of Spain: He was advertis'd of all the Re- 
ſolutions which were taken there; and the Generals of 


the Arch-Duke- knew thoſe which related to the War, be- 


fore the Officers of the Republick | had Orders to execute 


them. With all this Intelligence the Ambaſſador had Oc- 
caſion for a conſiderable Number of Military Men to ſuc- 
ceed in his Enterprize; but as the Spaniards had a power- 
ful Army in Lombardy, he was in no Fear of this, pro- 


vided he had a Governor of Milan capable of entering into 
his Deſigns. The Marquis of Inojoſa, who was then Gover- 


nor, was too cloſely united to the Duke of Savoy to hear- 
ken to them. He had lately fign'd the Treaty of Af, of 
- which France and the Venetiams had been the Mediators. 
The Ambaſſador, who knew this Negotiation would not be 


prov'd in Spain, writ thither to have him''recall'd, and 


follicited D. Pedro de Toledo, Marquis of Villa Franca, his 


intimare Friend, to make Intereſt for the- Government of 
Milan. 
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Milan. Don Pedro had Orders to depart immediately, and 
5 ſucceed Iaajoſa, about the latter End of the Year 1615. 
: and as ſoon as he arriv'd at Milan, gave Advice of it at 
: Venice by the Marquis de Lare. The Ambaſſador commu» 
: nicatecd his Project to this Marquis after the Manner he 
; judg'd: molt proper to make it be accepted; and chiefly re- 
commented to him to know whether the new Governor 
8 could let him have fifreen hundred Men of his beſt Troops 
; upon Occaſion. ' Don Padro, charm'd with the Greatneſs 
of the Undertaking, refolv'd to ſecond it as much as lay 
| in his Power, without expoſing himſelf to certain Ruin in 
S I caſe it miſcarry'd. He diſpatehd the Marquis de Lare a 
| ſecond Time to Venice, to aſſure the Ambaſſador of it: But 
ſ pray'd him at the ſame Time to conſider it was impoſſi- 
die to fend the Body of Men he delir'd, without chuting 
| them out very curiouſly; and that if they were loſt, he 
„could be inexcuſable for having facrific'd the braveſt Sol- 
: WI diers in his Army, That he would, however, give him 
/ IU as many as be could, and would chuſe them ſo well, that 
he would anſwer for them as for himſelf, 
D NOTHING was of greater Moment to the Ambaſ- 
f fador's Purpoſe than to hinder an Accommodation of any 
Kind. In this View he obligd the Marquis de Lare to 
© make very unreaſonable Propoſals of Peace to the Senate 
from the Governor of Milan. The Senate anſwer'd them 
with Indignation, and would not treat upon them. Don 
Pedro omitted nothing likewiſe on his Part, to exaſperate 
Things ſtill more. The Duke of Mantua, who was very 
© If little diſpos'd to grant a Pardon to his rebellious Subjects, 
'- i as he had promis'd by the Treaty of Aſt. was encourag'd 
to be obſtinate on that Article, and to continue the Exe- 
dt cutions which he had begun againſt them. Propoſals 
8. were alſo made to the Duke of Savoy for the Concluſion of 
tte ſame Treaty, which they knew very well he would 
d not accept; and they excus'd themſelves for not diſarming 
i- || theit Troops after him, as they ought to have done, under 
f the Pretonce of the War in Frioul, in which the ein 
n. could 
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could no longer with Honour avoid being concern d. The 
Venetian Army had already paſs d the Lixonzo, and beſieg d 
Gradiſca, the Capital of the Eſtates of the Arch-Duke. 
The Council of Spain. which had appear'd Neuter till then, 
ſeeing the Venetians were for diſpoſſeſſing that Prince intire- 
ly, threaten'd to declare it (elf. At this Time an End was 
put to the Miſunderſtanding which had been in the Houſe 
of Auſtria, between the Branch of Spain and that of Ger- 
many, ſince the Difference betwixt the Son and the Brother 
of Charles the Fifth about the Succeſſion of the Empire; 
The Intereſt the Spaniards took in this War, was the firſt 
Token of this Reconciliation, Don Pedro caus d Colonel Gam- 
balotta to advance near Crema with ſome Troops, and order'd 
twenty four Pieces of Battery to be mounted at Pavia, 
which, as he gave out, were in a little Time to accom- 
pany a Body of eight thouſand Men commanded. by Don 
Sancho de Luna. | On the other Part, the Vice-Roy of Na- 
les, who was cruiſing on the Mediterranean with the Spa- 
niſh Fleet, threaten'd to attack the Duke of Savoy at Villa 
Franca. He ſhut up the Paſſage to all the Succours which 
were coming by Sea to the. Republick, and was every 
Day preparing to enter the Gulph, in order to keep the 

Venetian Fleet in Awe. | 
THE Venetian Miniſters having loudly dackin'd 4 in all 
the Courts againſt the Violence of this Procedure, the Mar- 
quis de Bedmar undertook to juſtify it: He thought it 
would be of Service to his Deſign to overthrow the Foun- 
dation of the high Eſteem all Europe had for ſo many 
Ages entertain d for this Republick, as the moſt antient of 
all States, and the moſt free. This Freedom had lately 
been prov'd, and carry'd higher than ever, on Occaſion of 
the Difference with the Pope, by ſeveral Writings which 
had vitherto paſs'd for invincible, tho? the contrary Party 
had rot wanted able Pens to anſwer them, The Am- 
baſſador having examin'd them afreſh, refuted in a few 
Chapters the numerous Volumes of the Venetian Authors, 
without doing any one of them the Honour to name him. 
f 5 5 | ; And 
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And as in Matters of this Nature there is no Aſſertion 
which a learned Man may not render plauſible; under Pre- 
teuce of maintaining the Emperor's Right over Venice, he 
ſhew'd that the Independence of this Republick was only 
Chimera, as well as its Sovereignty on the Sea. As it 
was not aeceſſary for his Purpoſe to be known for the 
Author of this Libel, he caus'd it to be publiſh'd fo artful- 
ly, that it was never diſcover'd during his Life that he had 
any Hand in it, It ſeems ſtrange that he was not ſuſpect- 
ed of it; but the Venetians, it is likely, did not fathom ' 
him. His lively and vehement Behaviour, whicb he al- 
ways preſery'd, did not permit them to think that a Man 
of ſo impetuous a Character could be the Author of a 
State-Satire, which was compos'd with moſt refin'd De- 
licacy. Equity and Sincerity ſeem d to reign thro' the 
whole, and the Declamations againſt the Attempts of the 
Venetians which were mingled in it, were reſtrain'd within 
the Terms of a ſeeming Moderation, which alone was 
ſufficient to render them plauſible. This Work, which 
had for Title “ Squittinio della Liberta Veneta, made a great 
Noiſe. In the Ignorance they were under of the Author, 
the Suſpicion fell naturally on the Court of Rome, by rea- 
ſon of the former Writings, - The Learned among the Se- 
nate believ'd every Body perceiv'd the Strength of it as 
well as they: They were more frighten'd at it than they 
would have been at the Loſs of a Battel ; and Father Paul 
had Orders .to examine it, This Man, who had play'd 
with the other Writers of that Side, dechar'd this laſt 
ought not to be anſwer d, becauſe there was no doing it 
without unfolding certain Things which it was more pru- 
dent to leave involv'd in the Darkneſs of Antiquity : But 
however if the Senate judg'd it concern'd the Dignity of 
the Republick to reſent this Injury, he would . undertake 
to put the Court of Rome to ſo great a Difficulty to defend 


it ſelf, that it ſhould no longer think of being tbe Aggreſ- 
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for, This Advice, which was follow'd. in the. firſt Heat 
of their Reſentment, gave Father Paul the Pleaſure of pub- 
liſning his beloved Hiſtory of the Council ot Trent, which, 
would not have been publiſh'd while he liv'd, had it not 
been for this Opportunity. . 

IN the mean Time the Campaign of the Vear 1616 
having paſs d without any conſiderable Advantage on either 
Side, the Duke of Savey, and the : Venetians, . who were 
un willing to expoſe the Honour they had already gain d to 
the Hazard of a ſecond, impower d. Gruth, the . Venetian 
Ambaſſador. at Madrid, to renew the. Negotiation; The 
Spaniards being enrag' d at the Reſiſtance 'they had found, 
made ſuch unreaſonable Propoſals, that they came to no- 


thing. The Blockade of Gradiſca continud, and they 


fought during the Winter- Seaſon, and the Armies took the 
Field in the Spring, with an -Ardor--which promis d grea- 
ter Succeſſes than thoſe of the preceding Year. The Truce 
vrhich Hollaud had made having rendered the major Part 
of their Troops unneceſſary, and reduced the Soldiers of 


Fortune, as well French as Germans, to ſeek for Employ- 


ment elſewhere ; the Counts of Naſſau and Lieveſtein 
brought eight thouſand Men, Hollanders or Malloons, to 
the Service of -the:Republiok. The Spaniards complain d 
loudly to the Pope, about the Venetians expoſing Italy to 
the Infection of Hereſy, by introducing into it theſe Sol- 
diers: But the Venetian Ambaſſador convinced him, it was 
not ſo much the Intereſt of Religion which mov d the 
Spaniards to ſpeak thus, as the Grief they had to ſee two 
great Republieks unite their Forces againſt them. The 
Marquis de Bedmar. would have been -embarraſs'd, if the 


Pope had oblig d the Venetians to diſmiſs thoſe Hereticks. 


Far as. Soldiers have generally their own Advantage alone 
in View, when they ſerve a Foreign Prince, he-hop'd to 
engage the Leaders of thoſe mercenary Troops in his Pro- 


ject by Means of Maney, and the Expectation of the 


Plunder of Venico. He caſt his Eye, for the. Negotiation of 
this Affair, on an old French Gentleman, nam d Nicholas 
TIT | | < Renault, 
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Renault: a Man of Knowledge and gocd Senſe, who had 

taken Refuge at Venice on ſome Occaſion on which was never 
diſcover d. The Marquis had ſeen him long ſince at the 
French Atnbaſſador's, Where he liv d. In ſome Converſa- 

tions which they happen d to haye together, Renault found 

the Marquis to be a Man of as great Ability as he was 

reported; and the Marquis, hd was glad to haye a Friend 

of his Character at the Ambaſſador's of France, had con- 

| trated a ſtrict Union with Renault. Tho! this Man was 
extremely poor, he had a hipher Value for Virtue than for 
Riches ; but was fonder of Glory than of Virtue; and for 
» I wint of innocent Means to obtain this Glory, there were 

done fo criminal which he was not capable of embracing. 
ne had learn d in the Writings of the Ancients that unuſual 
* If Indifference for Life or Death, which is the firſt Feunda- 
ton of all extraordinary Deſigns ; and was continually en- 
vying thoſe celebrated Times in which the Merit of private 
© Il Pcrforis diſpos'd the Deſtiny of States, and all who had 
Merit wanted not the Means nor Opportunities to make 
it appear. The Marquis de Bemar, who ſtudy'd him thro ly, 
and who had Occaſion for a Man to whom he pould in- 
0 If tirely truſt the Management of his Enterprize, told him, 
d I when he imparted it to him, that he had depended on 

o him from the very firſt Moment he thought of it. 

V RENAULT eſteem'd himſelf more oblig d by this 
1 I Aſſurance, than he would have been by all the Commen- 
'© If dations imaginable. The advanced Age in which he was, 
o did not make him decline the Undertaking. The leſs 
e Time he had to live, the leſs he had to riſque: He con- 
ae cluded he could not better employ the melancholy Vears 
. be had remaining, than in hazarding them to render his 
Name immortal. The Marquis gave him the Bills of Ex- 
to ¶ change, and Letters of Credit, which were neceſſary to 
O- enable him to treat with the Dutch Commanders; and 
be charg d him not to unfold the Deſign, but only to repre- 
of I ent, that Matters being ſo exaſperated as they were be- 
, tweet! the Republick and the Houſe of Auſtria, the Spaniſh 
, O 2 Am- 
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Ambaſſador at Venice foreſaw a certain Conjuncture, which 
might expoſe his Perſon to the Fury of the People of 
that City, and defir'd for his own Safety to ſecure him- 
ſelf a conſiderable Number of faithful and reſolute Friends. 
The Pretence was frivolous, but the thinneſt Vail is of 
great Moment in Affairs of this kind: It matters not much 
that it be known there is ſome Myſtery at Bottom, pro- 
vided it be not unravel'd, By this he hop'd to debauch 
the Flower of the Land- Army of the Venetians; and that 
the reſt would be left ſo weak, that it would be eaſy for 
Don Pedro to defeat them on the Way, if they were ſent 
for to Venice to oppoſe the Conſpirators. The Sea- Forces 
were far more to be dreaded. They had been always 
enur'd to conquer, and could be call'd home more eaſily. 
Moſt of the Men were natural Subjects of the Republick; 
and there was no room to doubt, but at the firſt break- 
ing out of the Conſpiracy, the Navy would make to 
Venice. To hope that the Spaniſh Fleet ſhould defeat it, 
was what was a very uncertain Thing; and it was not 
prudent to truſt to the Hazard of a Battel, the Succeſs of 
an Enterprize which was otherwiſe hazardous enough; it 
was neceſſary therefore to find out ſome Means to put 
the Fleet into a Condition incapable of Serving, The 
Ambaſſador, who had not ſo much Experience in Mari- 
time Affairs as the Vice-Roy of Naples, who commanded 
the Sea-Forces of Spain, thought himſelf oblig'd to con- 
Cult him on the Subject. This Vice-Roy, who was to 
be the principal Actor of the Tragedy which the Ambaſ- 
ſador was compoling, was the Duke of Oſſuna, fo famous 
for his Gallantries, who was as bold and enterpriſing as 
Don Pedro, and the Marquis de Bedmar. This Reſem- 
blance of Tempers had eftabliſh'd a ſtrict Correſpondence 
between theſe three Miniſters, Don Pedro and the Duke of 
Oſſuna were not great in the Cabinet, and the Duke was 
even ſometimes ſubject to Caprices, which border'd upon 
Extravagance z but the Deference they both paid to the 
Marquis de Bedmar Rood them in ſtead of the Ability which 
they wanted, THE 
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THE Profits which ariſe from Piracy to thoſe who 


_ practiſe it under ſome powerful Protection, had drawn to 


the Court of the Vice-Roy of Naples all the notorious Pi- 
rates on the Mediterranean. The Vice-Roy, who had a 
fertile Brain for extraordinary Deſigns, and was rather pro- 
digal than avaritious, did not ſupport. them ſo much for 
the Share they gave him of their Booty, as to have always 
near him à conſiderable Number of People ready to at- 
tempt any Thing. He was not contented to receive them 
when they apply'd to him ; but if he heard of any one 
of uncommon Merit among them, he ſought after him, 
and did him ſo many Kindneſſes, that he infallibly. made 
him his own. He had acted thus toward one who was 
known by the Name of Captain Fames Peter, a Norman 
by Birth, and ſo excellent in his Trade, that all the reft 
glory'd to have learn'd it from him. The Mind of this 
Man had nothing in it of the Barbarity of that ſort of 
Life ; but having got wherewith to live handſomely, he 
reſoly'd to leave it off, tho' he was then in the Flower of 
his Age, and choſe the Dominions of the Duke of Savoy 
for his Retreat, This Prince, who was fond of all ex- 
traordinary Talents, and who underſtood their Value ſo 
much the better, as Nature had given him a liberal Por- 
tion of them, knowing this Pirate by Reputation to be 
one of the braveſt Men in the World, allow'd him to ſettle 
at Nice. All Maritime People who frequented that Coaſt, 
Soldiers, Officers, or Sailors, duly made their Court to the 
Captain: His Counſels were Oracles to them: He was 
Sovereign Arbitrator of their Differences; and they thought 
they could never ſufficiently admire a Man who had quit- 
ted a Profeſſion in which he was ſo well skill'd, and which 
was the hardeſt of any to lay down, Of this Number 
was one Vincent Robert of Marſeilles; who having landed 
in Sicily, while the Duke of Oſſuna was Vice-Roy there, 
receiv'd ſo good Uſage, that he engag'd in his Service. 
The Duke underſtanding this Robert was a Comrade of 
the Captain, complain'd in a familiar Manner to him, cf 
O 3 vis 
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and ſome Turkiſh Caravans were on the Road 


greateſt Part of it, on Condition he ſhould. follow h 
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his Friend's having preferr'd the States of the Duke of 
Savoy to his Government, for his Retreat. He join'd to 
theſe Complaints extraordinary Tokens of the Eſteem he 
had for the N Courage and Experience in Sea-Af. 


fairs, and concluded with Aflurances to be wanting in no- 


: Veg: rar, pended on him, to invite to his Court a Man 
0 


of fo fingalar a Merit. Robert took upon him this Ne- 
gotiation with Joy, and it was ſupported by ſuch great 
Advances on the Part of the Vice: Roy, that the Captain 
was forced to yield, and to go and ſettle in Sicily with his 
Wife and Children, As he Rad not yet loſt Sight of the 
Ses, he was not quite cur'd of the Paſſion he bad had for 
it. The Vice-Roy had lately built ſuch fine Galeons, 
Th aravans were on the Road with ſuch 
weak Convoys, that the Captain could not reſiſt this Tewp- 
tation; and he had no Reaſon to repent it; for he got an in- 
credible Booty; and the Duke of Ole. who, from that Mo- 
ment, liv'd with him as with a Brother, let him keep the 
ples, of which he was appointed Goyernor by, the King; and 
that he ſhould make a Voyage to Provence, and try to in- 
veigle thoſe he knew to be de beſt Sea · men on that Coaſt. 
THE Captain brought away enow to arm five large 
Veſſels which belong d to the Vice - Roy in particular, and 
over which he had an abſolute Authority. With this ſmall 
Fleet he plunder d with Impunity all the Iſlands and Coaſts 
of the Levant, and concluded his firſt Campaign with a great 
Fight, in which he either took or ſunk a numerous Squa- 
dron of Turkiſh Gallies. It was at this Time that the Mar- 
quis de Bemar communicated his Deſign to the Duke of 
Oſſuna, being aſſur d he ſhoule not have much Difficulty to 
r wum 
"THE Duke, who coveted the Sovereignty of thoſe 
Seas, wiih'd for nothing more ardently than to ruin the 
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which  occurr'd ; The Captain did not think them inſur- 
mountable; and after ſeveral Days of private Conference, 
he left Naples on the ſudden, and in an Attire which de- 
noted the utmoſt Precipitation and Fright, The Vice- Roy 
ſent People after him, every Way but that which he had 
taken, with Orders to ſeize him dead or alive: His Wife 
and Children were impriſon'd, and kept from that Day in 
2 Condition in Appearance very miſerable; all his Goods 
-were coufiſcated, and the Duke's Anger broke out with 
ſo much Fury, that all Naples was ſurpriz'd at it, tho' his 
paſſionate Temper had been known for a long time. As 
the Captain did not feem leſs active than the Vice-Roy, 
their Miſunder ſtanding was eaſily credited; and it was be- 
liev'd he had been forming ſomething againſt Spain, or 
againſt the Duke's Intereſt, and his particular Deſigns, In 
the mean time he had Recourſe to his firſt Alum. The 
Duke of Savoy was at open War with the Spaniards, and 
was known to be the moſt generous Prince in the World. 


' Tho' he had expreſs d ſome Diſguſt when the Captain had 


left his Territories to remove to Sicily, yet the Impoſtor 
did not boggle to go aud fling himſelf at his Feet; he 
told him of ſeveral ſham Deſigns of the Vice Roy againſt 
the Republick of Penice, which were horrible even to think 
of, but had nothing in Common with the true one; and 
that believing he could not engage in it with Honour, he 
was contriving how to make his Fſcape from Naples with 
his Goods and Family: But hearing the Viee-Roy had diſ- 


Cover d his Reſolution, he had been oblig'd to fly in that 


wretched Habit, to fave himſelf from his Rage, and to 
abandon all he had moſt dear in the World, to the Diſcre- 
tion of the moſt Cruel of Men. 

THE Duke of Savoy was touch'd with Pity at this ſad 
Relation, and receiv'd him with open Arms. He told the 
Pirate that his Intereſts being inſeparably link d to thoſe of 
the Republick, he took upon himfelt to reward him for the 
Service he ſhould do to the common Cauſe, in cafe the 


Vienetians did not recompence him; adding, that it was 
| of 
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of the laft Importance, that the Senate ſhould be acquain- 
ted from his own Mouth of the Deſigns of the Duke of 
Oſſuna; and after having exhorted him to bear his Mis- 
fortunes like a Man of Courage, and equipp'd him with 
all Things, and given him a noble Preſent, he made him 
ſet out for Venice with Letters of Credence and Recom- 
mendation. The Venetians were not leſs compaſſionate than 
the Duke of Savoy. The Flight, the Tears, the Poverty, 
the Deſpair, the Capacity, the Atchievements, the Repu- 
tation of the Captain, the Hopes that he would bring over 
-to their Service the great Number of Stout able Men which 
he had drawn into the Service of the Duke of Oſſuna; but 
above all the Report he made of the Duke's Deſigns, 
. which he had contriv'd to render as probable as was neceſ- 
ſary; all theſe Things ſpoke ſo powerfully in his Favour, 
that they immediately gave him the Command of a Ship, 
This did not hinder Comtarini, the Republick's Ambaſſador 
at Rome, from remonſtrating by Letters, that this Man 
coming from the Vice-Roy, ought always to be diſtruſted : 
But Fear, which had produced in the Minds of the Venesi- 
ans that Credulity, which always attends it, got the better 
of this prudent Advice, | bois 
NOT long after, the Flect putting to Sea, the Cap- 
tain, who knew of what Conſequence it was, that he 
thould fignalize himſelf; made ſuch conſiderable Prizes on 
the Uſcoques, in ſome Commiſſions he had procur d to be 
given him to purſue them, that upon his Return from this 
Chaſe eleven Ships more were added to his Command. 
He gave an Acconnt of his Succeſſes to the Duke of O/- 
ſuna, and concluded his Letter with theſe Words: If theſe 
Scaramouches are always as eaſy of Belief as they have been 
hitherto, I dare aſſure your Excellency, 1 ſhall not loſe my 
Time in this Country. He wrote at the fame Time to all his 
.Comrades whom he had left at Naples, to invite them in- 
to the Service of the Republick. It was no difficult mat- 
ter for him to ſeduce tbem: For upon his Eſcape, the 
Vice-Roy pretending to ſuſpect them, treated them as * 
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as he had us'd them well before: He complain'd violently - 


of the Protection the Republick had granted to the Cap- 
tain; and to revenge himſelf, ſupported the Uſcoques, 


whom the Venetian Arms had driven from their Aſylum: 
Under his Protection they began to repeat their Depreda- 


tions: They took a large Veſſel which was coming from 
Corfou to Venice, and ſold the Booty of it publickly under 
his Standard : He violated the Freedom of the Ports ; 
made conſiderable Repriſals, for light Grievances ; remain'd 
obſtinate againſt the Orders he receiv'd from Spain, to re- 
leaſe what he had ſeiz d; and publiſh'd a Manifeſto, to 
ſet forth the Reaſons of his diſobeying them : He ſent 
a great Fleet to cruiſe in the Adriatick Sea; and caus d 
the Prizes it took from the Fenetians to be brought into 
Naples in Triumph; in a Word, he ruin'd their Com- 
merce at the Expence even of the Neapolitans, who were 
concern'd in it; and the Farmers of the Revenues of the 
— 12 offering to complain, he threaten'd to hang 
them. | ; 

AS there had been no War declar'd between Spain and 
the Republick, the Venetians could not recover themſelves 
from the Aſtoniſhment, into which ſo irregular a Con- 
duct had caſt them: It was generally imputed to the Ex- 
travagance of the Duke of Oſſuna : But thoſe of the beſt 
Underſtanding, who knew- that Madmen of this kind 
are very ſerviceable, when judiciouſly employ'd, believ'd . 
the Spaniards made uſe of the Caprices of the Duke, to 
act all thoſe Things which they would neither own, nor 
maintain. His familiar Diſcourſes run wholly upon ſur- 
priſing the Ports of 1/fria belonging to the Republick, up- 
on plundering their Iſlands, and making a Deſcent if poſ- 
fible upon Venice itſelf, He ſtudy'd the Plan of it with 
his Courtiers : He caus'd exact Maps to be drawn of the 
adjacent Parts ; and Barks, Brigantines, and other ſmall 
Veſſels to be built proper for all Sorts of Channels; Try- 
als to be made of the Weight the ſeveral Dephs of Wa- 
ter were capable of bearing, and was inventing every Day 
„** 0 5 new 
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new Machines. to leſſen the Weight of Veſſels, and faci- 
litate the Motion. 5 8 3 
THE Venetian Reſident at Naples gave an exact Intel. 
ligence of this, to the N 1 4 of the be Marui of 
Bedmar, who began to repent of be yi with 
ſo raſh a Perſon. But the Sosse 4 or is F 17 ' 
For the Vice-Roy did all thels Things 10 5 pu blickly, t 
Venetians only laugh'd af th em 1 Mae 
cou d not believe there was any 0 Ing olid under ſuch 
open Proceeding s. The Duke conting'd bis Preparations 
as long as he thought fit, Without givipg the leaſt Jre- 
louſy; and his 1515 cretion, \ which' i it Was 325 Fits 
ruin the Undertaking, promote if more than al ll the 
CircumſpeRion of the Marc vis 0 ednar. "Hoyere 
the Marquis Judg'd it proper to haſſen the e 
either not to allow the Venerians Time to 115 fir | 
Wb on the 80 b fe or 5 c on the er 97 | 
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12 Rabble 9 Venice conceio d fo tl nt a Joy at it, 
that the Ambaſſador and all his Famil y 2 bave been 
2 thither. 
The fame Day he had News from the Camp before Gra: 
diſca, whic comforted him for this Accident: For Re- 
nault ſent him Word, that he had found the Tempers 0 
the Troops fo happily diſpos'd, that he had finiſh'd his 
Fegociation without Loſs of Time. The Ambaffador or- 


der d him to go to Milan before he return d; and Den 


Pedro recei d im with all the Careſſes with which gre 
Men are us'd to blind the Minds of thoſe who ruin them 
ſelves for their Service. They agreed, that it was regui- 
fite to ſeize on ſome Town, belonging to FO 
on the Terra firma, at the me Time with Venice. OM 
ce 0 


this Town wou'd'bridle the reſt, and HOY as 2 PRs 


Arms to the Spaniſh Army, which ih ou'd attack them, 
and. as a Burier to to Venice, if it made any Merion to ſuc- 
cour 
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cour them, Renault paſs d thro' the moſt conſiderable 
Towns, and made ſome Stay at Crema, to form a Faction 
there by the Intereſt of a French Lieutenant nam'd John 
Berard, and of an 7ralian Captain, and one Alfier of Pro- 
vence, who Don Pedro had already engag d. Theſe three 
Perfons offer'd to conceal five hundred Spaniards in the 
Town without giving the leaſt Suſpicion to the Venetian 
Commander, and to get Poſſeſſion of it within Eight Days 
after. By the Examination which Renault made of the 
Thing, upon the Spot, he judg'd it to be almoſt infallible 


with that Number of Men. They needed only to cut the 


Throats of 'a ſorry Garriſon, which had been drawn out 
of the Miliria of the Country, all the regular Troops of the 
Republick being in the Towns of Friouli, or in the Ar- 
mies. | | | 

THE Duke of Oſſuna had alſo perſuaded the Marquis 
of Bedmar, that it was neceſſary to have ſome Place be- 
longing to the Penerians in the Gulph, which might lend 
a helping Hand to the U/coques and the Arch-duke, and be 
a Retreat to the Spaniſh Fleet, if by any Accident it was 
oblig'd to ſeek for a Refuge in that Sea, when it ſhould be 
engag'd there, They made Choice for this Purpoſe of Ma- 
ran, a ſtrong Place in an Iſland bordering upon Iſtria, and 


which had a Harbour capable of receiving a large Fleet. 
An Italian named Mazza, who had been Serjeant-Major of 
it during forty Years, had almoſt as much Authority there 


as the Governor. For a round Sum of Money, and an Aſ- 
ſurance of the Command of it, he promis'd one of the 
Duke of Oſſunas Emiſſaries, to kill the Governor upon 
the firſt Orders, and afterwards to make himſeff Maſter 
of the Place, and hold it in the Name of the Spaniards, 


It was almoſt as eaſy to execute this Promiſe, as to make 


it, Foz the Governor, who was the Proveditor Lorenzo 
Thiepolo, liv'd with him in the higheſt Familiarity; and be- 
cauſe the Office of Proveditor call'd him frequently to the 
Frontiers in Time of War, he truſted the Care of the Town 
entirely to the Serjeant-Major, as being the oldeſt and moſt 

Fe capable 
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capable Officer of the Garriſon. Affairs being in this Con- 
dition, the Ambaſſador thought he muſt now put the laſt 
Hand to his Work. Not but that by waiting longer, he 
might have added to the Meaſures he had already taken; 
but Delays he knew are pernicious to Deſigns of this Na- 
ture. It is impoſſible that all the different Means which may 
contribute to the good Succeſs ſhou'd be ripe at the ſame 
Time. The firſt change their Face, while the others are 
preparing; and when a Man is once happy enough to be 
able to join a ſufficient Number of them together, it is 
a Capital Fault to let ſlip the fatal Moment of ſo precious 
a Conjuncture. - $ 

 I'T was of the laſt Importance to the Honour of the 
Crown of Spain, that it ſhou'd not be poſſible to convict 
its Ambaſſador of having had a Hand in the Undertaking, 
in caſe it miſcarry'd. In this View, he reſoly'd not to 
open himſelf to any of the Conſpirators beſide Renault and 
the Captain ; and even theſe two did not know one ano- 
ther: They never came to him but. when he ſent for them; 
and he always appointed them different Times, that they 
might not meet ; becauſe if they ſhou'd be diſcover'd, it 
wou'd be much for his Advantage, that they ſhou'd never 
have been together. In this Apprehenſion, he wou'd glad- 
ly have continu'd to make them act their ſeveral Parts 
without coming to be acquainted; but having conſider d 
it maturely, he judg'd it was impoſſible: And deſpairing 
in his Soul of the Succeſs of his Deſign, unleſs he ſettled 
a perfect Union between them, he reſoly d to break thro? 
that Difficulty, as much as he was againſt it. Tho” both of 

them had Courage and Conduct, Renault chiefly valu'd 
himſelt upon diſpoſing Things fo well, that the Execu- 
tion ſhou'd be eaſy, and the Effect infallible. The Captain, 
on the contrary, who was far leſs advanced in Years, prided 
himſelf moſt in being.a Man of great Execution, and capa- 
ble of an extraordinary Reſolution, The Marquis inform'd 
him of the ſeveral Negotiations Renault had tranſacted, of 
his admirable Knowledge, which was able to find Expe- 
2155 a e 
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dients for all Emergencies, of his Eloquence and Addreſs 
to gain new Partiſans, and his Talent for Writing, which 
was ſo neceſſary when there was an Occaſion to have per- 
petual Accounts of the Condition of the Fleets, the Pro- 
vinces, and the Armies; and therefore he conceiv'd ſuch a 
Man wou'd be a wonderful Help to him, That he was an 
old Man of great Experience, who wanted neither Heart 
nor Steadineſs, but that his Age and his Genius, which was 
rather for the Cabinet, than for Action, render'd him in- 
capable of ſharing with the Captain the Glory of the Ex- 
ecution. As for Renault, he only told him, that the Cap- 
tain was the Duke of Oſſuna s Creature, and that as the 
Duke was to have the principal Share in their Deſign, there 
was no concealing any Thing from his Confident; that 
he conjur'd him therefore to condeſcend to the Manners 
of the Pyrate, as much as ſhou'd be neceſſary for their Pur- 
poſe, and to ſhew him all the Deference which was need- 
ful to conciliate the Affection of a Man of Execution, 
haughty and preſumptuous to the laſt Degree. 

THE Marquis havivg thus labour'd to diſpoſe theſe 
two Men to carry it well each to the other, was mightily | 
ſurpriz d the firſt time he brought them together at his 
Houſe, when he ſaw them embrace with a great deal of 
Tenderneſs, as ſoon as they had caſt their Eyes upon one 
another. There is no Mind ſo fix d and clear, but it is apt 
at firſt to make an unreaſonable Judgment of Things which 
ſurprize it extremely. The firſt Thought of the Ambaſſa- 
dor was, that he was betray'd. As he had always imagin'd 
theſe Men were Strangers, he could not comprehend why 
they had conceal'd from him that they were acquainted. 
But the Myſtery was ſoon unriddled. For he underſtood 
they had ſeen one another at the Houſe of a famous Greek 
Woman, who had an extraordinary Merit for a Courtezan, 
of which there needed no other Proof than this Adventure, 
in which ſhe had fo religiouſly kept the Secret, which 
they had enjoin'd her, of their Names. This Fidelity ap- 
pear d to them the more to be admir'd, becauſe ſhe was 
| not 
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not ignorant that they had coneeiv d a great Eſteem for 
THE Ambaſſador being fully reeover'd from his Sur- 
prize, Was extremely pleas'd to find the Union he fo much 
deſir d ready made to his Hand. They own'd in the Sequel 
of the Converſation that they had each of them a private 
Deſign to eagage the other in the Undertaking, As they 
were brim-fyll of their Project in the Converſations they 
had had together at that Woman's Houſe, they had falln 
ſametimes on Matters of this Nature, in talking of the Af. 
fairs of the Times, of the State, and of the War. This 
was done without diſcovering themſelves, and ſtill 
more without any Delign of doing it; however they 
freely acknowledg'd before the Ambaſſador that the Heat 
of Argument had ſometimes carry'd them a little too far, 
and that they had expreſi d their Sentiments too openly. 
The AmbaſRdor exhorted them to make uſe of this Re- 
flection, to be more eircumſpect for the future, and to 
learn by this Experience, that to keep a great Defign truly 
ſecret, it is not enough not to ſay nor do any Thing which 
has any Relation to it, but that a Man muft not ſo much 
as remember that he knows it. Renault then acquainted 
them, that fince the Rumours of a Peace, which were re- 
viv'd towards the End of June, the Venetian Officers had 
treated the Foreign Troops very ill; who being no longer 
reſtrain d by the Count of Naſſau, who dy d about the fame 
Time, had not behav'd well before Gradiſea: That the Ge- 
neral of the Republick fearing they ſhould do worſe, had 
ſeparated them, and put them into ſeveral Poſts, at the 
greateſt Diſtance from one another that he cou'd chufe; 
and this Precaution having made the Diſtruſt of their Fide- 
lity publick, they had mutiny d, and having inſolently 
refus'd to execute ſome Orders of the Senate, that General 
had thought it his Duty to. put to Death the Chief of the 
Seditious; that he had confia'd their Leaders at Padua, and 
diſtributed the reſt into different Places of Lombardy, till 
they could be paid off, and the Execution of the Treaties 


per- 
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to Br eſcia, = had contriy'd a Plot by 
ws "of which, he was ready to put that Towa into the 
Hands of Don Podro ; 1. ſhy it was neceſſary, in the firſt 

111 to con lution in Reference to that parti- 

ular Nefign, 33 the Lieutenant preſs d in his Letters 
- haye 3 decifiye Anſwer. 

THE Ambaſſador told them, no Motion muſt be made 
on that Side, till they were Maſters of Venice; and even 
then there there yrauld be Occaſion but for a fingle Place in 
Lombardy ; that they were aſſur d of Crema, and that 
wa new Enterprize wou'd only divide their Forces; that 

howeyer they ſhau'd keep thoſe they had gain d in their 
f Diſpoſition ; ; but the Execution ſhou'd be put off from 
pe to Time an Pretences, and that rather than 
7 | N res to make the leaſt Declaration, that 
hought laid aſide entirely. Renault reply d, that 
bees * ES he had treated with three French 
Gentlemen, whoſe Names were Durand, Serjeant-Major 
7 005 Regiment of Lieveſtein, De Brinvile, and De Bribe, with 
— nam'd de Ternon, who had been at the ſtorm- 
fe of Geneva, a Hallander named Theodor, Rabert Revel- 
ki þ an 1:4lzan, Ingineer, and two other Italians who had 
been formerly employ'd in the Arſenal, and whoſe Names 
were Lewis de Villa-Mezzana, a Captain of Light-Horſe,and 
William 118 Lieutenant to Captain Honorat in Palma. 
That he had judg d it neceſſary to open himſelf fully to 
theſe nine Perſons ; but, in the manner he had choſen 
them, | wou'd anſwer for their Fidelity with his Head; 
that during his Stay in the Camp they had already made 
ſure of above two, hundred Officers; and as for theſe Of- 
ficers, be d oply given them to underſtand, according to 
the Ambaſſador's Orders, that the. Buſineſs was to repair to 
Venice, to deliver his Excellency. out of the Hands of the 
Fopglaes of that. City, when Occaſion ſhou'd require 2 
5 That 
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That ſince his Return, having written to know the exact 
Number of Men on which he might depend, and defir'd 
them to report nothing but what was abſolutely certain; 
They had inform'd him, that he might reckon upon two 
thouſand Men of the Troops of Lieveſtein at leaſt, and on 
two thouſand three hundred of thoſe of Naſſau, and that 
all the Officers were ready to put themſelves into his Hands, 
as a Security for this Promiſe. That in the Beginning of this 
Negotiation, they had flatter d their Soldiers with the 
Hopes of ſome Expedition which they ſhou'd go upon, 
When they were diſcharg'd by the Republick, and in which 
they might make themſelves ample Amends for the Miſery 
they had ſuffer'd: That there was no Ground to appre- 
hend the Singularity of the Enterprize ſhou'd diſhearten 
them, even if it ſhou'd be requiſite to declare it; for they 
were ſo exaſperated againſt the Senate, on Account of the 
ignominious Uſage they had receiv'd, that if there were 
no other Reaſon, he wou'd anſwer there was nothing they 
were not capable of doing to be reveng d. That however 
for the greater Safety, the Secret need not be reveal'd to 
them, unleſs it ſhou'd be thought proper, *till Things were 
fo well-diſpoſed, and ſo forward, that they cou'd hardly 
doubt of the Succeſs : And that as it was refolv'd to give 
them Venice to plunder, there was not one who wou'd 
ſcruple to enrich himſelf by ſo ſure and ready a Way, 
that he might paſs the Remainder of his Days commo- 
diouſly. ; | 
FROM the firſt projecting this Deſign, the Marquis 
de Bedmar had determin'd not to engage in it till he was 
furniſh'd with many more Means than were neceſſary to 
effect it; and that theſe Means ſhou'd be ſo independent one 
of another, that even if ſome of them ſhou'd happen to 
fail, the others ſhou'd not thereby be leſs capable to pro- 
ceed. In this View, he had not omitted to fix Meaſures 
with the Duke of Oſſuna for a Body of Troops, tho' he 
 reckon'd on what Don Pedro had promis'd him, and upon 
Renault's Agreement with the Dutch Officers; and * 
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theſe three Ways he had ſecur'd himſelf with the ſame 
Caution and Exactneſs as if he had had no Aſſurance of 
the other two, and as if he had three different Undertakings 
in Hand. It was now Time to know preciſely when the 
Duke of Oſſuna cou'd ſend to Venice the Men which were 
deſir d of him. But becauſe he was too uncertain in his 
Opinion, to be blindly rely'd on in ſo important and diffi- 
cult a Matter, ſome Perſon muſt be ſent to him who cou'd 
Judge upon the Spot, whether he was in a Condition to 
perform what he promis d. The Captain cou'd not be ab- 
ſent from Venice, without Obſervation; and Renault was 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary there: They caſt their Eyes therefore 
on De Bribe, one of the French Gentlemen whom Renault 
had ingag'd in Friouli: But this Cavalier having receiv'd a 
Commiſſion from the Republick to raiſe Soldiers, while he 
was preparing to ſet out; it was thought more adviſeable 
that he ſhou'd go on with his Levies, and one Laurence 
Nolot of Franc County, and a Comrade of the Captain, 
was diſpatch'd in his Stead on the firſt Day of the Year 
1618. The Marquis thought it was likewiſe time to open 
himſelf to the Council of Spain. To obviate all the Illu- 
{trations which might be requir'd from him, he ſent thi- 
ther his Proje&, as much at large, and as well repreſented 
as he was able: And becauſe he knew the Slownels of 
that Court in irs Deliberations, he told the Duke of Lerma 
flatly in a private Letter, that he muſt have a ſpeedy and 
deciſive Anſwer; that the Danger he was in gave him a 
Right to expreſs himſelf in that abſolute Manner; and that 
if They detain'd his Expreſs above eight Days, he wou'd 
interpret that Delay as an Order to abandon the whole De- 
ſign. He receiv'd an Anſwer within the Time he requir'd, 
but it was not altogether ſo Deciſive as he wou'd have 
had it; They told him, if there were any Diſadvantage in 
deferring it that he might proceed, but that, if it were poſ- 
ſible, it was mightily deſir d to have firſt a full and faithful 
Deſcription of the State of the Republiek. 


THE 
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THE Ambaſſador who was .prepar'd on that Head 
Was not long in drawing up a Relation ſo juſt and artful, 
that the Spaniards have calld it [The Maſter- piece of their 
Politicks. It does not appear by it for what Deſign it was 
calculated, and yet They «who , underſtand it find not one 
Word there Which does not relate to the Scheme in View. 
It begins with an eloquent Complaint of the Difficulty of 
tae Work, by reaſon of the impenetrable Secrecy of the 
Government he is to deſcribe. Then he praiſes the Go- 
vernment, but the Encomipm reſpects rather the firſt Age 
of that Republick, than its preſent Condition: After this, 
he falls into a Common · Place equally ſad and eloquent, of 
the deplorable Condition of humane Things, which the 
more excellent they are, are the more ſubject to Corrupti- 
on: That therefore the wiſeſt Lawys of that State, by the 
Abuſe which has been made of them, have been the prin- 
eipal. Cauſe of its preſent Diſorder; That the Law which 
wholly excludes the Neople from the Knowledge of Affairs, 
has been the Ocœaſion of the Tyranny of the Nobles: 
And that which ſubjects the Eceleſiaſtieal Power to the 
Cenſure of the Sovergign Magiſtrate has encourag'd the Li- 
centiouſneſs of the People of Venice againſt the Court of 
Rome, ſince the late Quarrel with that Court: He exagge- 
rates this Licentiouſneſs with the Impieties which the Hol- 
landers were faid to have committed in. Friouli with Im- 
punity; he exclaims particularly againſt che burying of a 
Nableman of their Country, whoſe Name was Renaud de 
Brederade, in the Church of the Serwites at Nnice, not- 
withſtanding he was a Calviniſt; and ſeverely taxes Father 
Paul in that Article without naming bim, "becauſe it was 
he who had inſpir'd that Baldneſs into the Senate: He ad- 
mires how the People, being no longer refiran'd in their 
Civil Obedience by Religion Which is violated ſo many 
Ways before their Eyes, ean bear the herr ible Oppreſſiuns 
with which they are loaded: He inſtances in theſe Oppreſ- 
ſions, and does not aggravate any thing while he repre- 
ſents Them inſupportable : He then ſhews that the Honour 
| and 
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and the Blood of the People are not leſs at the Diſeretion 
of the Nobles than their Wealth, and the Genius of the 
Nation being inclin'd as it is to Avarice, .to Revenge, and 
to Love, it is no Wonder if thoſe who, obey in a Gavern- 
ment of this Nature are oppreſsd by thoſe who command. 
In a Word, He examines the State of the Senate, of the 
Provinces, and of the Armies: In the Senate he obſerves its 
Diviſions; and does not ſcruple to ſay, that he knows many 
Malecontents among the Nobles: He deſcribes the Deſola- 
tion of the Provinces, by the cruel Irruptions the Uſcoques 
have made in ſome of them, and by the Poverty the others 
have brought upon themſelves in ſuccouring them; be 
affirms there are not three Officers paid in each Garriſon of 
Lombardy, and that the Republick preſerves its Authority 
there, only becauſe nobody undertakes. to uſurp it from 
them. As to the Armies, he gives a juſt Relation of the 
Inſurrections which have happen d, and of the Diſperſion 


Which had been made of the Mutineers in ſuch Numbers, 


that thoſe who were left cou d he lock d upon only as a 


E 


Croud of wretched Militia without Experience or. Diſci- 


pline: That as for the Sea-Forces, they were now become 
the Refuge of the moſt infamous Pirates on the Mediter- 


ranean; a Crew unworthy of the Name of Soldiers, and of 


whoſe Service the Republick cou'd no longer be ſure, 
than while they were not is a Condition to turn her own 
Arms againſt her. Having deſcrib'd theſe Things with a 
wonderful Beauty of Language and Force of Expreſſion, 
he examines, what Judgment ought to be madefrom hence, 


evperraing the future State of this Republick, her For- 


tune and Duration, ind makes appear by the Conſequences, 
which ariſe from the Facts he has eſtabliſh'd, that ſhe is 
in a decrepit State, and that her Maladies are of ſuch a Na- 


ture, that ſhe cannot bring them to a Criſis, nor correct 


her preſent Conſtitution, but by changing its Form in- 
I | 


. 


UPON this Relation, the Council of Spain left the 


Marquis of Badmar in full Liberty to act, without giviog 
| im 


— — A — * — — —2— 


308 Spaniſh Conſpiracy agaiuft 
him any Orders; but Nolor's not returning put a Stop to 
all, and the Ambaſſador was out of Patience at the Fault 


he had committed, in expoſing himſelf in an Affair of this 


Nature to the capricious Humour of the Duke of Oſſuna, 
whom he ought to have known long ago. A Delay was 


mortal in this Conjuncture of Things. After the Spaniards 
had taken Vercelli, Gradiſca was extremely preſs'd by the 


Venetians, and the Council of Spain had no other Way to 
fave it, than to renew the Propoſitions of Peace. A Wri- 
ting was drawn up by Concert at Madrid, which con- 
tain'd the principal Articles; but the continual Diſorders of 
the Duke of Oſſuna oblig d the Venerians to recall the Pow- 
ers of their Ambaſſador, in order to tranſplant the Nego- 
tiation into France, where the Death of the Marſhal d Ancre 
gave them hopes of more Favour. The Peace was con- 


cluded at Paris, September 6th, and the Governor of Milan 


had a Conference ſome time after with the Count de Be- 
thune, to regulate the Execution of it in reference to the 
Duke of Savoy: But at the fame time the Governor eon- 
tinu'd to diſturb the Penetians, and even took ſome ſmall 


Places from them in Lombardy, They complain'd of it 


every where, and were preparing for War more than ever, 
"ill the Marquis de Bedmar made his Compliments on the 
Peace in a full Senate, and promis'd the Execution of the 
Articles agreed. He did this not ſo much by any Order he 
had receiv'd from Spain, as becauſe he had a Mind to wipe 
out the ill Impreſſions the Senate had entertain'd of him, 
from Things which were paſt. In this View he acquitted 
himſelf on this Occaſion with all the Zeal, and all the De- 
monſtrations of Joy and Friendſhip imaginable ; and the 
Venetians, who too much defir'd what he promis'd them, 
ſuffer d themſelves to be dazzled by his Words, ev'n to the 
agreeing with him on a Suſpenſion of Arms. This Suſpen- 
fion was an important Stroke for the Spaniards, and the 
Maſter-piece of their Ambaſſador : Gradiſca was ftraiten'd 
to ſuch a Degree that it could not hold out fifteen Days 


longer: And yet Hoſtilities were not to ceafe till the Ex- 


piration 
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piration of two Months, becauſe that Time was judg'd ne- 


ceſſary on both Sides, to finiſh all the Ratifications, and 
diſpoſe Things for the Execution of the Treaties: It was 
requiſite therefore to prevent the Surrender of this Place 


before that Time was claps'd; the Suſpenſion put it out 


of Danger, and the Spaniards having no longer that Obſi- 


gation to haſten the Execution of the Treaties, remain'd 


at Liberty to ſpin it out in length, as much as was neceſ- 
ſary for their Deſigns. The Duke of Oſſuna indeed being 
compell'd by Orders from Madrid, and the Inſtances of 
the Pope, offer'd ſoon after to reſtore the Ships he had ta- 
ken, but as for the Merchandize and Goods, he faid, he 
knew not what was become of them: And yet they were 
ſelling in Naples, even before the Eyes of the Reſident of 
Venice, and the Duke ſent out a powerful Fleet to cruiſe 
again in'the Adriatick Sea. | „ 
THE Senate complaining of it to the Marquis de Bed- 
mar, the Marquis himſelf made ſtronger Complaints of 
the fame. He declar'd that he did not pretend to anſwer 
for the Actions of the Duke of Oſſuna, and that even the 
King their Maſter wou'd not anſwer for them: That a- 
mong the many Favours, and the good Treatment he had 
receiv'd at Venice, during the whole Time of his Ambaſly, 
the only Diſpleaſure he had had, was to be inform'd that 
the Conduct of that Vice-Roy was imputed to his Coun- 
ſels: That he had never been concern'd in it; that ever fo 
little Knowledge of the Duke of Oſſuna wou'd convince 
any one that he had no other Guide than his own Caprice; 
and as to himſelf, they might judge of bis Diſpoſition by 
the peaceable Procedure of the Governor of Milan, of 
which he glory'd to be the Author. That Governor, tis 
true; obſerv d the Suſpenſion exactly; but he ſtill continu'd 
arm'd ; and that it might not ſeem ſtrange, he judg'd it 
proper to imbroil himſelf afreſh with the Duke of Savoy. 
Under Pretence that the Troops diſcharg'd by that Prince 
had halted in the Country of Vaux, waiting for tle entire 
Execution of the Treaties, Don Pear. refus'd to the Count 
| le 
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de Bethune to diſarm, as he had before promis d at Pavia, 


and prevail d with the Duke of Mantua to refuſe likewiſe 


vrhat depended on him. The Count de Berbuue proteſted 
apainſt them in a publick Writing at his withdrawing on 


their Refuſal, and an Anſwer was made to this Proteſta- 
tion in the moſt plauſible Manner the Marquis de Bedmay 


cou'd invent. It is plain from hence, that it was of great 


Importance to haſten the Execution of his Project, fince 


it was ſo difficult to keep things in the Situation which. 


was requiſite to make it ſucceed, 


ALL this while the Duke of Oſſiora did not diſpatch 


Nolbr; ; and the Ambaſſador, who was in the utmoſt Per- 
plexity, having engag d Nolot to diſcover the Reaſon of it at 


any Rate, he was inform'd at "laſt what: it was. Some 
time after the Captain had been receiv'd into the Service 


of the Republick, the Duke who had a mind to learn 
by different Ways the State of Venice, ſent after him an Ita · 


lian nam d Alexander Spinoſa; to pry there into every Thing. 
This Man, who was net known, ſson got to be employ d 


there, as did all the Soldiers of Fortune who offer'd to 
ſerve. He eaſily judg'd the Duke was forming ſome mo- 
mentous Enterprize. but did not ſuſpect the Pirate was 
the Manager of it: He miſtruſted howeyer that he wis not 


ſo ill with the Duke, as every Body imagin d. When Spi- 


noſa was arriv'd at Venice, he had made the Vice: Roy an 
Offer to poniard the Captain, and the Vice Roy baving | 


refus'd it, under Pretence of the Danger there was in ex- 
ecuting it, Spinoſa who was a Man of Senſe, and knew 


the Duke, judg d that if there was not ſome ſtronger 
Reaſon for the Refuſal, he wou d not ſcruple to be reveng'd, 
out of fear of making a Man loſe his Life by it: The 
Duke charg'd him however to obſerve the Actions of the 
Pirate; either to hinder Spinoſa from ſuſpecting any thing 


of the Truth, or becauſe this Vice-Roy was one of thoſe 


who do not entirely confide in any Perſon, and was deſi- 
rous to ſee, whether what Spinaſa ſhou'd write concerning 
| the Captain, wou d agree with what the Captain ſhoud 


write 
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write himſelf. In order to acquit himſelf the better of his 
Com miſſion, Spinoſa got into the Company of ſome French 
Men, whom he had known at Naples, and who frequented 
the Captain very much at Venice. Theſe Perſons, who were 
of the Number of the Conſpirators, gave the Captain an 
exact Account of the Inquiry Spinoſa made into his Con- 
duct, and: diſcover d alſo that this Spy was carrying on 
ſome: Deſign himſelf, and endeavour d to procure Men of 
Courage and Action for the Service of the Duke of Oſſana! 
The Captain was very much · incens d that the Duke ſnoud 
not have an entire Confidence in him, but he was not ſur- 
priz'd at it; he only conſider'd, that if Spinoſa continud 
to cabal, and was not in Concert with him, he wou d 
weaken their Party by dividing it, and that it was impoſ- 
ſible for him to open himſelf to a Man, who was planted 
upon him for a Spy. The Marquis de Bedmar and Renault 
were alſo of Opinion, that no Time ought to be loſt to 
remedy this Inconvenience; and after having maturely con- 
ſulted how to do it, they found there was no Safety fer 
them, unleſs they deſtroy d Spinoſa- He was a Man that 
wou' d ſell his Life dearly if an Attempt ſhou'd be made 
to aſſaſſinate him, his Employment oblig'd him to be al- 
ways upon his Guard, and the Captain was forced at laſt 
to aceuſe him before the Council of Ten, as a Spy from 
the Duke of Oſſuna, after he had in vain try'd all other 
Means to take him off. The French, with whom he had 
convers d. depos d ſo judiciouſly, and ſupported Things fo 
well by Cir cumſtances, that he was ſeized, and ſtrangled 
privately the ſame Day. Whatever he cou d alledge againſt 
the Pirate made no Impreſſion on the Minds of the Judges, 
becauſe it was, againſt his Accuſer, and he was not abie to 
prove any Thing he had advanced. | 

THIS Affair very much -increas'd the Confidence the 
Venetians had repos d in the Captain, but it made the Mar- 
quis de Bedmar very uneaſy, becauſe it was an Allarm to 
the Senate, to have a watchful Eye upon the Conduct of 
thoſe Strangers, who were in the Service of the Repub- 

lick. 
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lick. The Duke of Oſſuna had juſt been inform'd of the 
Death of Spinoſa, when Nolot arriv'd at Naples; he did not 
heſitate in gueſſing at the Author; the Mortification it 
gave him made him take it ill, that the Marquis de Bed- 


mar had ſent him no Advice of it; and the different Suſ- 


picions, which this Accident rais'd in his Mind, left him 
at a Loſs what to reſolve upon. In the mean time the 
Troops of Lieveſtein having mutiny'd afreſh, were brought 
to the Lazarerro, within two Miles of Venice, by Order of 
the. Senate, in- the Beginning of February. The Marquis 
de Bedmar, who fear d they ſhould come to an Agree- 
ment with the Republick for their Pay, and ſo be ob- 


lig'd to depart, contrivd by the Means of their chief 
Officers, that they were not ſatisfyd with the Sum which 


was immediately offer'd them. To make an Advantage 
of the Neighbourhood of theſe Troops, ſo favourable to 
the Deſign of the Conſpirators, Nolot had Orders by an 
Expreſs, to repreſent to the Vice- Roy, that during all 
that Month, they ſhould have near five thouſand Men 


ready at their Command. Nolet omitted nothing of his 


Duty ; but the Vice-Roy, who had not quite digeſted his 
Paſſion,  amus'd him ſo long, that after fix Weeks Ex- 
pectation, the Officers fearing leſt their Soldies, who ſuf- 
fer'd extremely, ſhould treat without them, treated rhem- 


ſelves, with the Conſent of the Conſpirators, who thought 


they could not prevent it. Ten Days after, Nolot arrives 
from Naples, with the Reſolution of the Duke of Oſſuna, 


which was ſuch as was deſir d, but directed to Robert 
Brulard, one of the Captain's Comrades : The Ambaſſa- 


dor and the Captain, who were buſy'd in contriving how 
to extricate themſelves, did not vouchſafe ſo much as to 
take Notice of the Affront the Vice · Roy offer d them by 
ſuch a Slight: He declar'd he was ready to ſend, when 


they pleas d, the Barks, Brigantines, and other ſmall Veſ- 
ſels, proper for the Ports and Canals of Venice, and a 
ſufficient Number to carry ſix thouſand Men if there was 
Occaſion, Nolot had ſeen the Troops and the Barks ready 


to 
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to ſet out, and the Captain caus d the Ports and Canals to 


be ſounded, thro which they were to paſs, in order to land 
at the Place of Saint Mark. As he had a great many 
Sea-men at his Command, by reaſon of his Office, who 
not being ſuſpected, could go and come in thoſe Ports 


and Canals as they pleas'd; it was eaſy to him, to cauſe 


all the Dimenſions thereof to be taken with Exactneſs. 
There was nothing now remaining but to hinder the De- 


parture of the Troops of Leiveſtein: No Money was ſpar'd 


for that Purpoſe, and the Rigour of the Seaſon ſerv'd for 
a Pretence for their Delay: The greateſt part of them 
continu'd ſtill at the Laxaretto; and thoſe who were em- 
bark d when Nolot arriv'd, ſtop'd in Places which were 
not much more remote. 

TO relieve Renault and the Captain in the Cares which 
lay we them, and for which they were not ſufficient 
alone, they thought they wanted eighteen Men at leaſt, 
who ſhould be Men of Senſe and Courage, and in whom 
they could fully confide. They had made up this Num- 
ber, of the Nine with whom Renault had negotiated in 
Friouli, and of the chief of thoſe whom the Pyrate had 


caus d to follow him from Naples. There were five Cap- 


tains of Ships like himſelf, Vincent Robert of Marſeils, Lau- 
rence Nolot, and Robert Brulard, of whom . mention has 


been made already ; theſe two laſt were Natives of Franc 


County, as well as another Brulard, nam'd Laurence, with 
another Provencal nam'd Anthony Faffier. There were 
beſides two Brothers Lorainers, G and John Boleau, 
and an Italian, John Rizardo, all three excellent Petardeers, 
and a Frenchman nam d I. Auglade, who paſs d for the moſt 
Ingenious Maſter of Fireworks that had ever been. The 
Capacity of this laſt was ſo well known, that he had ob- 
tain'd at firſt to work at his Trade in the Arſenal; by 
this means the Petardeers, his Comrades, had a free Ad- 
mittance there, as well as Villa Mezzana, and Retroxi, who 
were of thoſe whom Renault had engag d, and who had 
formerly been employ'd there. 

Vor. IV. P HES R 
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THESE Six Perſons drew ſo exact a Plan of the 


| Arſenal, that thoſe who had never been there, might deli- 


berate upon it, with as much Certainty as they who had 


made it. They were much aſſiſted in this, by two Offi- 


cers of the Arſenal itſelf, whom the Captain had gain d. 
They ſeem d to him to be diffatisfy'd with their Employ- 
ment, endow'd with the Qualities proper for his Deſign, 


diſpos d to enter into it, if they found it for their Intereſt, 
and capable of keeping faithfully to what they ſhould pro- 
miſe. The Iſſue anſwer'd the Judgment he had made of 


them: He ſeaſon'd the Praifes he gave them upon all Oc- 
cafions, with fo conſiderable a Number of Spaniſh Piſtoles 


which he, had to diſtribute, that they engag'd to do blindly 


whatever he ſhould Command them. L' Anglade and they 
lodg'd in the Arſenal; Renault had taken with him to the 


French Ambaſſador's three of his Friends, 'Bribe, Brainville, 


and Laurence Brulard ; the three Perardeers remaining at 
the Marquis de Bedmar s, who furniſſłd them with the 


' Powder, the other Materials, and the Inſtruments neceſſary 


to work. at their Trade, but without having any Com- 
munication with them ; they had already made more Pe- 
tards and Fireworks than were neceſſary, and the Ambaſ- 


fador's Palace was ſo full, that it was impoſſible to lodge 


there any others beſides themſelves. The Captain liv'd 
at his uſual Place of Abode, but alone, that he might not 
give any Suſpicion in caſe he was obſerv'd ; and for the 
others, he had lodg'd them at the Courteſan's where he 
and Renault firſt met. The Eſteem, and the Friendſhip 
which had ſucceeded the Love they had had for this Wo- 
man, but much more the Knowledge they had of her Fi- 
delity, perfuaded them they could not make a better Choice. 
She 42 of a Greek Iſland in the Archipela 0, and of a 
Quality as Noble as it is poſſible to be in a 3 under 
the Dominion of the Venetiaus, without being a Venetian. 
He 'who commanded there for the Republick, having de- 
þauch'd her by mighty Promiſes, had ſince caus'd her Fa- 
ther to be aſſaſſinated, becauſe he would have oblig'd him 
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| to perform what he had promis'd "The Daughter was 
come to Venice to demand * Juſtice for the Murder, but in 
| vain; and this Proſecution having conſum'd the ſmall For- 
tune ſhe had, her Beauty repair'd her Miſery, as it had caus'd 
; it. There is no Reſentment ſo violent as that of a Woman 
| well. born, .wha is reduced to take up a Profeſſion unwor- 
, thy of her. She heard with Rapture the Project of her 
| two Friends,' and without difficulty riſqu d every Thing in 
| order to favour it. She hir'd one of the largeſt Houſes in 
Venice, and; under Colour of ſome Conveniencies ſhe was 
cauſing to be made in it, ſhe brought thither but part of 
; her Furniture, that ſhe might have a Pretence to keep 
the Houſe they had before, which was not far off; in 
| theſe; two Houſes Eleven of the principal Conſpirators were 
| conceal'd near ſix Months. As ſhe was viſited by all the 
; Perſans of Fafhion,. Strangers, and Venetians, and this great 
Reſort of People might be likely to diſcover Thoſe who 
lodg'd: with her, ſhe feign'd herſelf indiſpos'd to get rid of 
| them. They who know with what Civility Women of 
this Profeſſion are treated in Italy, will have no difficulty 
to comprehend, that her Houſe became hereby inacceſſible 
ta all thoſe who had no Buſineſs there. The Conſpirators 
went out only by Night, and their Meetings were held 
in the Day- time. In theſe Meetings Renault and the Cap- 
tain propos d thoſe Things which they had agreed upon 
with the Marquis de Bedmar, to have the Advice of the 
Company, and come to a Reſolution on the Means to 
execute them, When they had Occaſion to repair to the 
Marquis, they did it with all the CircumſpeRion which 
is neceſſary in a Country, and at a Time, when the Hou- 
ſes of Ambaſſadors were narrowly obſery'd as if they were 
fo many Enemies, and the Marquis in particular. They 
had long concluded that it would be requiſite to have a 
thouſand Soldiers in Venice, before they fir d their Train: 
But becauſe it was dangerous to introduce them all arm'd, 
the Marquis had provided himſelf with Arms for _— 
five hundred; this was eaſily done with Secrecy, for the 
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Gondola of Ambaſſadors are not ſearch d, let them come 
from any Place whatever, and there wanted now) only an 
Opportunity to bring theſe thouſand Men into Venice with - 
out Obſervation. „F | 
THE Doge Donato dy'd, and in his Place was choſen 
Anthony Priuli, who was then in Friauli, to ſee. the Trea- 
ties executed. The Generals by Sea had Orders to go and 
fetch him with the Navy, and the Great Chancellor and 
the Secretaries of State were to meet him at a Diſtance 
from the City, and carry him the Ducal Cap; twelve of 
the principal Senators were to follow them almoſt: as far, 
as Ambaſſadors of the Republick, each of theſe ſingle in 
a Brigantine arm'd and adorn'd magnificently, and with a 
ſplendid Retinue ; the Senate it ſelf in a Body was to re- 
ceive him a geod way out at Sea on board the Bucen- 
taure, and conduct him into the City with all this Solem- 
nity. As it rarely happens that they who are created 
Doges are out of Venice, this Pomp drew thither an infinite 
Number of curious People. The Marquis de Bedmar, 
who forefaw it, as ſoon as he was afſur'd of the Election 
of Prizli, diſpatch'd Nolot a ſecond Time to Naples, with 
Orders to ſee the Brigantines of the Duke of Oſſuna ſet 
out with the utmoſt Speed. To remove all grounds of 
Delay, the Captain was enjoin'd to ſend to the. Duke as 
exact a Plan as was poſſible of the Execution, and eſpe- 
cially to give him an account of what had paſs'd at 
Vevice dur ing Nolot's firſt Journey. The Pirate enlarg d 
upon this Precaution ; he was for ſecuring the Mind of 
the Vice-Roy by all manner of Means, and to ſhew him, 
that it was not believ'd there was any Reaſon to complain 
of him, he concluded his Letter with theſe Words. 1 
| | blame Nolot's Negligence for the long Stay he made at Na- 
| ples, for I queſtion not, but if he had repreſented Things as 
\| they were, your Excellency would have ſoon diſpatch'd him. 
WW © He muſt certainly have ast d for Money, or ſomething like it, 
| | but he had expreſs Orders to the contrary, and I undertakt 
iN even now to keep Venice for ſix Months in my Power, if ie 
| 2 5 be 
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be neceſſary, in Expectation of your Excellency's great Fleet; 
provided you ſend me the Brigantines as ſoon as Nolot ſhalt 
arrive, and the fix thouſand Men you was pleas'd to offer. 
This Letter was dated April the 7th, the Day on which 
Nolot ſet out. In the mean Time Renault brought to 
Venice all the Officers of the Troops which had been cor- 
rupted;. to acquaint themſelves with the Town, and ob- 
ſerve the Poſts, that they might not wander, nor be at a 
Loſs on the Night of the Execution. Before they came, 
they choſe a thouſand Men out of all the Dutch Troops, 
who were to hold themſelves ready to march at the firſt 
Orders; and that their Abſence might be leſs remarkable, 
they drew an equal Number out of all the Places belong- 
ing to the State on Terra-firma, in which there were any 
difpers'd. To receive theſe Men, each of the Officers 
hir'd as many Lodgings as he could without giving a Suſ- 
picion ; they told the Landlords that they were for Stran- 
gers who came to ſee the Feſtival ; and as for the Officers 
themſelves, they all lodg'd at Courteſans Houſes, where, 
paying well, they were in more Safety than any where 
elſe., There remain'd nothing now but to regulate the 
Order of the Execution; which the Marquis de Bedmar, 
Renault, and the Ceptain ſettled in Concert as follows. 
AS ſoon as it ſhall be Night, thoſe of the thouſand Sol- 
diers who ſhall come without Arms, ſhall go and Arm them- 
ſelves at the Ambaſſador's Houſe. Five hundred ſhall re- 
pair to the Place of St. Mark with the Captain, the beſt part 
of the other froe hundred ſhall go and join Renault, in the 
Neighbourhood of the Arſenal, and the reſt ſhall ſeize all 
the Barks, Gondola's and other the like Carriages. which 
ſhall be found at the Bridge Rialto, with which they ſhall 
fetch with all Haſte about a thouſand Soldiers more of the 
Troops of Lieveſtein, which are ſlill at the Lazaretto, Du- 
ring this, they ſhall deport themſelves as peaceably as they 
can, that they may not be oblig'd to declare themſelves, till 
2 Troops ſhall be arrivd. However if they ſhould be 
4 to it, and * yr N be diſes ver d, * * 
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arm mirenth himſelf within the Place of Saint Mark, and 

enault ſhall ſeize the Arſenal, in the manner which ſhall 
be repreſented; then two great Guns ſhall be fir d to ſerve as 
4 Signal ro the Brigantines of the Duke of Oſſuna, which 
ſhall be ready to enter Venice; and the Spaniards whom they 
all bring, ſhall ſupply the want of the Waloons who ſhall 
be ſent for. If there be no Neceſſity to derlure duting this, 
hen the Waloons ſhall be landed at the Plate of St. Mark, 
the Captain ſhall tate frue hundred of them, with the other 
five hundred Men he ſhall have already, and the Serjeant- 
Major Duran ro Command them. They ſhall begin by draw- 
ing up theſe thouſand Men in order of Battel in the Place; 
then the Captain, with two hundred whom he ſhall take, 
ſhall make himſelf Maſter of the Durul Palace, and eſpetially 
of the Room of Arms that is there, to ſupply thoſe of his 
Men who ſhall want any, and to hinder WA Enemies from 
making uſe of them ; One hundred others, under Bribe, ſhall 
Poſſeſs themſelves of the Secque, and one hundred more un- 
des Brainville of the Procuraty, by the help of ſome Men who 
ſhall be artfully introduc'd there into the Belfry in the Day 
Time. This laſt hundred ſhall remain in a Corps de Guard 
in the Belfry fo long as the Execution ſhall laft, that the 
Alarm Bell may not be Rung. Poſſeſſion ſhall be taken of the 
Entrance of all the Streets which lead ro the Place, by ano- 
ther Corps de Guard; and Artillery ſhall be planted there 
facing to the Street, and till ſome can be had from the Arſe- 
nal, ſome of thoſe ſhall be taken which are ready mounted 
before the Houſe of the Council of Nn which is hard by, and 
which it will be no difficult matter to ſeize, In all thoſe 
Places which ſhall be thus ſecurtd, and in which a Corps de 
Guard ſhall be kept, "they ſhall Poniard all they find; and 
during theſe different Executions round the Place, the Serjeant- 
Major ſhall remain ſtill in order of Battel in the Middle, with 
the reft of the Troops. All this ſhall be done with the leaff 
Noiſe that may be; afterwards they ſhall begin to declate 
themſelves by petarding the Gate of the Aſenal. At the 
Report of which the eight Conſpirators who have drawn -” 
WE” | Plan 
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Plan thereof, and ſhall be within, ſhall ſet Fire to the four 
Corners with Fire-works, which as well as the Petards are 
prepar'd for this purpoſe at the Ambaſſador's Palace, and 
they ſhall poniard the chief Commanders. Tt will be eaſy for 
them to do it in the Confuſjon which the Fire and the Noiſe 
of the Petards will occaſion, eſpecially thoſe Commanders not 
having any Suſpicion of them. They ſhall then join Renault 
when he ſhall have enter d, and make an End of killing all 
they find, and the Soldiers ſhall carry Artillery to all the Places, 
where it ſhall be proper to plant ſome, as at the Arena de 
Mari, ar the Fontego de Tedeſchi, at the Magazines of Salt, 
on the Belfry of the Procuraty, on the Bridge of Rialto, and 
other Eminencies, from whence the Town may be batter d into 
Rubbiſh in caſe of Reſiſtance. At the ſame Time that Re- 
nault ſhall petard the Arſenal, the Captain ſhall force the 
Priſon of Saint Mark, and ſhall Arm the Priſoners; the 
principal Senators ſhall be kill d, and ſuborn d Perſons ſhall go 
and ſet Fire to above forty Places of the Town, the fartheſt 

diſtant one from another tho is poſſible, that ſo the Confuſion 

may be the greater, In the mean while the Spaniards from 
the Duke of Oſſuna, having heard the Signal which ſhall be 
given them, as ſoon as the Arſtnal is ſeiz'd, ſhall come and 
land alſo at the Place of St. Mark, and immediately diſperſe 
themſelves in the principal Quarters of the Town, as that 
of St. George, that of the Jews and others, under the Con- 
duct of the other nine chief Conſpirators. The Cry hall bo 
nothing but LIBE RTI and after all theſe Things ave exe 
cuted, Leave ſhall be given to plunder, but not the Stran- 
gers; it ſhall be prohibited to take any thing from them under 
Fain of Death, and no further Slaughter ſhall be made but 

of thoſe who ſhall Reſih. © FTE N #261 

No Or found Things in ſo good a Poſture at his 

Arrival at Naples, that the fix thouſand Men were put to 
Sea the next Day under the Command of an Ergliſhman 
named Elliot. In order to give the lefs Suſpicion, the Duke 

of Ofſima caus d his large Ships to take a great Compaſs 
to repair to their Poſts'z but he ſent Ellios and the Brigan- 
T4 | tines 
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tines by the ſhorteſt way. The ſecond Day of their ſteer- 
ing, this little Fleet met ſome Pirates of Barbary who at- 
tack d it. As it was only prepar'd to tranſport the Men 
it had on board, and not to ſuſtain 'a warm Engagement, 
it was very much annoy'd by the Artillery of the Barba- 
wians, whoſe Brigantines were more manageable and better 
arm'd. But notwithſtanding the great Croud of Men which 
were on board thoſe of Naples did not allow them the 
neceſſary Room to defend themſelves in order ; yet as 
they were all choſen Spaniards, they handled the Enemy 
fo roughly withtheir Swords, that the Pirates might perhaps 
have repented their ſtopping them in their Courſe, if they 
had not both been diſpers d by a furious Tempeſt which 
ſeparated them in the height of the Action. The little 
Fleet was ſo damag'd that it could not put to Sea again. 
for ſome Time; and the Marquis de Bedmar ſeeing by 
this News, that he could not diſturb the Solemnity which 
was preparing at Fenice, aſſiſted at it with more Magnifi- 
cence than any Body, He proteſted in a full Senate, ma- 
king his. Compliment. to the new Doge, that the particu- 
lir Joy which ke expreſs'd at his Promotion, proceeded 
from the Hopes he had, that his Serenity would preſerve 
on- the Throne the favourable Diſpoſitions he had lately 
demonſtrated in Friouli, for the Accompliſhment of the 
Peace. At his Return from this Audience, he ſent for 
Renault and the Captain; at firſt he ask'd them' if they 
thought it proper to lay the whole aſide? They anſwer'd, 
they were not only of the contrary Opinion, but that even 
their Companions bad appear'd no more alarm'd at this 
Misfortune of the Fleet, than if it had ſafely arri d; and 
that they were all diſpos d to purſue the neceſſary Mea- 
ſures to maintain Things in their preſent Situation, in 
Expectat ion of a more favourable Opportunity. The Am- 
baſſador, who had put this Queſtion to them with trem- 
bling, embraced them with Tears of Joy after this Anſwer. 
He told them with a Chearfulneſs and Vehemence which 
would have re- aſſur d the fainteſt Hearts, and-inſpir'd In- 
6 e trepidity 


trepidity and Daringneſs into the moſt diſmay'd, That 
great Diſappointments, which in common Affairs might 
reaſonably ſurprize the Mind, are Accidents which are na- 
tural to extraordinary Enterprizes; that they are the only 
Teſt of the Strength of the Soul; that a Man ought then 
only to think himſelf capable. of atchieving a great De- 
ſign, when he has been able to ſee it once confounded, 
with Tranquility and Conſtancy.. It was then reſolv'd in 
45 5 between the Marquis and his two Confidente, 

bas oh e Execution ſhould be delay'd till the Feaſt of the 
Afr which, was not far off, and which is the great- 
eſt Solemnity of Fenice: And that in the mean while, the 
Troops ſhould be maintain d in the Places where they then 
were, and ſupply d with all the Conveniencies they could 
wiſh. ; and for this purpoſe no Money ſhould be want- 
ing to the; principal Officers; that of the three hundred 
who had been ſent for to Venice, the Heads ſhould be re- 
tain'd, and the Subalterns. ſent, back to their Troops, as 
well to keep the Soldiers in their Duty, as to diſcharge the 
Town of ſo many, where ſuch a Number of Officers 
might create a Suſpicion : That they who were detain'd 
ſhould. be imploy'd in the moſt agreeable Manner, that 
they might not be tir'd of waiting, nor even have the 
leiſure if poſſible to reflect on the preſent State of Things; 
that the twenty principal Conſpirators ſhould obſerve their 
Conduct narrow¾iy; and to oblige the Republick to bear 
with the Delay of the Troops of Lieveftein, and not to diſ- 
miſs thoſe of Naſſau, the Governor of Milan ſhould not 
execute the Treaties. 

ALL the Pretences that human wit ean invent to des 
fend itſelf againſt Reaſon, were invented by the Marquis 
de Bedipar, and put in Practice by Don Pedro, and the 
Duke of Oſſuna. Vet they were forc'd to make every 
Day ſome. Steps towards a Peace, as averſe to it as they 
were; the Council of Spain did not dare to hazard any 


Thing, on the Hopes of ſo doubtful a Succeſs, as was 


tas of the Conſpiracy ; and France, which v was for main- 
Ps taining 
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taining the Treaty of Paris, oblig d the Fenerians to con- 
ſent to the Duke of 8avoy's disbanding the Troops which 
haulted in the Country of Vaux, and ſerv'd: for a Handle 
to the Delays of Don pedo. This Difficulty being re- 
moy'd, the Marquis de Bedmar, in order to prevent that 
Prince from ſurrendring the Places he had taken in the 
Montferrat, caus'd a Rumour to be ſpread, that as ſoon as 
the Duke of Mantua ſhould” be' re-eſtabliſh'd, he would 
make an Agreement with the ' Spaniards for that State 
At the ſame Time Don Pedro ſprung a groutdleſs Quarre! 
with a Miniſter of Sve, who was 'come to Milan with 
the Ambaſſadors of France, and ſent him an Order to de- 
part; the Duke, provok'd at-this Affront, recall'd' him, 
and left off Vacating the Places he had taken; but the Am- 
baſſadors having repreſented to him that he was falling 
into the Snare which Don Peiro had laid for him, he re- 
ſtor'd them all at once. Don Pedro was ſo aftoniſh'd' at 
this News, that he could not forbear ſhewing it publick- 
Iy in his Diſcourſe ; he was thereby forced to reſtore the 
Priſoners, and the ſmaller Places 3 but for Vercelli, which 
was the important Point, he made ſuch ftrange Diffieul- 
ties, that Spain threatned to recall him before the uſual 
Time. At firſt he faid, it would be ignominious to him 
10 ſurrender that Place while the Ambaſſadors of France 
were at Milan, as it were to compel him to it by theit 
Preſence ; they withdrewy: Then be declar'd, he ex 
the Duke of Savoy ſhould firſt reſtore certain Lands which 
belong'd to ſome Miniſters of Mantun; theſe Lands were 
reſtor'd, and yet Vercelli was not ſurrendtr d: At laſt, 
France, which deſir'd to conclude the Marriage of Madam 
Chriſtiana the King's Siſter with the Prince of Niedmons, 
having explain'd itſelf in a deeiſive Manner in reference to 
that Place, Don Pedro began to ſend away the Stores and 
Artillery which were there, but with an incredible Slow 
neſs. The Marquis Je Bedmar having ſent him Word to 
be ſtill more dilatory, be bethought himſelf of requiri 
"new Afurances from the Duke of Sven in Fayour of the 
oe ens Dube 
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Duke of Mantua; but even the Miniſters of Mantua, tird 
with ſuch Prolongations, declar d in a publick Writing, 
that they did not require thoſe Aſſurances. 

AS uneafy as this Declaration made the Marquis de Bed- 
mar, the Conduct of the Duke of Oſſuna made him ſo much 
more. The Duke being weaty'dout with the Complaints the 
Venetian: caus d to be made to him from all Parts, on his 
continuing to diſturb the Navigation of the Gulph, and 
not knowing what to alledge further in his Defence, 
thought fit at laſt to make this Anſwer, That be ſhould 
perſiſt in it, as long as the Venetians ſhould entertain in their 
Service the moſt irreconcilable Enemies of the King his 
Maſter. It will readily be apprehended, by the Care and 
Pains the Ambaſkkdor had taken to detain the Dutch Troops, 
of whom the Duke of Oſſuna complain'd, how inrag d 
he was, when he was inform'd of the Dukes Aae er. 
He did not doubt but the Senate, which was for a Peace 
at any rate, would diſmiſs them, to cut off from the 
Vice-Roy all manner of Excuſe. But the Iſſue deceivd 
once more the Prudence of the Marquis de Bedmgy : ſome 
Dæmon, favourable to the Extravagancies of the Duke of 
oſſuna, made the Veietians take a Nestern directly con- 
trary to their Inclination and Intereſt. It was remonſtra- 
ted to the Senate, that the Republick by its Procedure had 
fhewn. too much, that it defir'd a Peace, and this was 
be made the 8. Spannſt Miniſters ſo backward to execute 

it ; that if they atfy'd the Vice-Roy on his Complaint, 
he would imagine he gave the Law to Venice, and that in- 
ſtead of diſmiſſing the Hollanders, they ought to retain 
98 1 0 of Lieveffein, who were to depart the firſt 

Opportunity, till the Treaties were perfectly executed. 
The Joy which this Reſolution gave the Marquis de Bed- 


nat, was interrupted by a Diſcovery of the Plot at Cre- 


ma; L' Aer the Provencal and the Tralian Captain who 


had been ſeduc d there, quarrell'd at Play, and fought; the 


Captain was mortally wounded, and to diſcharge his Con- 


Ence, confels'd all ro the Venttian Commander before 
he 
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he expir'd. L. Alßer, who miſtruſted what would hap- 
pen, as ſoon as he had wounded him, made his Eſca p 
with thoſe of the Accomplices to whom he could g iv 
Notice ; the others were taken, and the French Licutenant, 
who was the principal Manager of the Enterprize ; but 
as Renault had always appear'd to them under the Cha- 
racer of an Agent of Milan, and they did not know what 
was become of him ſince, this Affair fell only upon Don 
Pedro. N 5 8 N "4 

EIGHT Days after, the Serjeant-Major who was to 
deliver up Maran, having for his own Profit ſuppreſs'd 
ſome. Vails which belong d to a Valet de Chambre of the 
Proveditore, and a Penſioner of the Republick, the Fel- 
lows, were exaſperated at the Loſs, and took the Oppor- 
tunity of his Abſence, to go into his Houſe, where they 
broke open his Cheſts, and carry'd off his Money, and 
bis Papers, among which were found Letters which made 
mention of his Deſign; as he knew only the Man came 
to him from the Duke of Oſſana, who had negotiated 
with him, he could accuſe no Body but the Duke; but 
he took a nobler Reſolution ; he always anſwer'd in the 
midſt of his Tortures, that he knew very well they would 
not fave him let him diſcover what he would, and that 
he had rather leave his Accomplices, if he had any, in 
a Condition to. revenge his Death, than to ruin them 
with bimſelf without any Advantage. A publick Thankſ- 
giving was obſerv'd in Venice for theſe two Diſcoveries; 
be Enterprize however became thereby much more cer- 
tain than it was before; the Senate beliey'd they bad at laſt 
diſcover'd the hidden Cauſe of the irregular- Procedure of 


the Spaniards, and ſeeing theſe two Plots had miſcarry'd, 
they imagin'd they were entring into a profound Tran- 
quility, and no longer doubted of the Accompliſhment of 
the Treaties. However the Time of the Execution was 
at Hand. From the Sunday which precedes the Aſcen- 
fion ta _Wirſunday, there is at Venice one of the moſt cele- 
brated Fairs in the World. The great Reſort of Traders 


5 did 
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did not render the Town more difficult to be ſurpriz'd, and 
it gave an Opportunity to the thouſand Soldiers, who came 
thither among the Merchants, to enter it, and lodge them- 
ſelves without Obſervation, It was eaſy for them to leave 
the Venetian Towns, where they were diſpers d, becauſe for 
ſome time they who were moſt eager to return to their 


- own Countty had deſerted, and the Podeſiats apply d no Re- 


medy to it, becauſe the Republick would have ſo many 
the fewer to pay. But leſt People ſhou'd wonder that. ſo 


many ſhou'd deſert. in ſo little time; the major Part gave 


out at their going away, that they went to the Fair at Ve- 
nice; they diſguis d themſelves like Perſons of all Profeſ- 
ſions, and Care was taken to lodge together thoſe who 
ſpoke different Languages, that thereby they might be the 
leſs ſuſpected to hold an Intelligence, and they were all 
. * of giving any Token that they knew one ano- 
THE ſive hundred Spaniards deſign'd for the Execution 
of the Plot at Crema, which was diſcover'd, were ſent at 
the ſame time by Don Pedro to the adjacent Parts of Breſ- 
cia, in order, upon the firſt Advice of the Succeſs of the 
Conſpiracy, to ſeize that Town, by the Aſſiſtance of a Fa - 
ction, which the Lieutenant of the Count of Naſaw had 
form'd there, and which ſtill ſubſiſted. He who commanded 
theſe Spaniards, was inſtructed to lead them directly to Ve- 
nice on the firſt Notice he ſhou'd receive from Renault. As 
for the Venetian Fleet, it was retir d into Dalmatia, but was 
prepar d to put to Sea again on the firſt Orders, becauſe of 
the continual Motions of the Duke of Offa, The Ca 
tain ſent to the Officers who commanded his twelve Ships 
in his Abſence, artificial Fire-works of the moſt furious 
Sort, to, diſperſe ſecretly in all the other Ships of the Fleet, 
the Day before the Execution. As no Body diſtruſted thoſe 
Officers, it was eaſy for them to do it without being per- 
ceiv'd or even ſuſpected. He charg'd them to meaſure the 
Matches fo exactly, that all might take Fire at once; and 
that if any Ship eſcap d they ſhou'd attack it, and 2 
them- 


| 
| 
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whic 
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themſelves Maſters of it, or ſink it with their Canon; and 
that after this they ſnot d repair to Venice without lofing a 
Moment of Time, and put themſelves in a Poſture to ex- 
ecute all theſe Things forthwith; but to wait however for 
a freſh Order before they began. The Day was fix'd on 
the Sunday of the Aſcenſion, which was the firſt Day 


of the Fair. The Duke of Oſſans had caus d his little Fleet 


to be ſo well convoy'd this time, that it arri d without 
any Accident within fix Miles of Venice. It was divided in- 


to two Parts, which fail'd at ſome diſtance from one ano- 


ther, to be the leſs obſerv'd. The greateſt was compos d of 
Boats like thoſe of Fifhermen, to avoid Sufpicion, and the 
reft conſiſted of Brigantines, like thoſe of the Pirates. On 
Saturday Morning Word was fent to Elliot, to ſet out from 
his Poſt the next Day, at the Hour proper to arrive within 
Sight of Venice in the Dusk of the Evening, and to ſet up 
the Standard of St. Marc; to poſſeſs himſelf of ſome ſmall 
Iſlands, by which he was to paſs, which were able to 
make no Defence, and from whence he 'might come to 
Venice without being perceiv'd ; that then he ſhould pre- 
ſent himfelf boldly before the two Caſtles of Lido and Mala- 
moco, becauſe it was known there was no Garrifon in them, 
and that he might paſs between them without any Ob- 
ſtacle; that he ſhon'd advance within Cannon ſhot of Ya- 
nice, and give Notice when he ſhou'd be arriv'd there; and 
by the Return of the Boat which ſhou'd bring that Advice, 
the Captain wou'd ſend Seamen to pilot him, leſt he ſhould 
be ffranded on the Shoals, with which the Waters that en- 
. Venice are full, or ſhou'd ſplit againſt the Rocks, 

chich render the Entrance of the Ports impracticable to 
thoſe who are not us to them, 
As the following Day was to be employ'd in Siſpoſing 
all Things for the Execution of the Night, Renault and the 


—_ 


| Captain thought it proper to hold' a Conſbltation for the 


laſt Time, the Day before, with their Companions; and 
the Captain left to Renault the Care of ede to them 
the Suate of Things, and of giving them the neceſſary In- 


formations, 
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formations, Whatever they cou'd do, they could nat all 
meet till near Night. There were the three French Men 
who lodg d with Renault, the Lieutenant of the Count de 
Naſſau, the three Petardiers, “ Anglade, the two Officers of 
the Arſenal, the Captain and the Lieutenant who had been 
employ d there formerly, Nolot, the two Bralards, Faffier, 
Robert, the Hollander Theodor, the Savoyard who had aſſiſted 
at the ſtorming of Geneva, and the Ingeneer Revellido. Theſe 
twenty Perfotis having ſhut themſelves up at the Grecian 
Woman's with” Renault and the Captain, in the moſt pri- 
vate Part of the Houſe, after the uſual Precautions on thefe 
Occaſions, Renault made a Speech. He began with a ſimple 
and large Narration of the preſent Condition of Affairs; of 
the Forces of the Republick and of their own; of the Diſ- 
poſition of the Tawn, and of the Fleet; of the Preparations 
ok Don Pedro, and of the Duke of Oſſuna; of the Arms, and 
other warlike - Proviſions which were at the Houſe of the 
Ambaſſador of Spain; of the Intelligence he had in the Se- 
nate, and among the Nobles: In a Word, of the exact Ac- 
count which had been taken of whatever it was requiſite 
wwe ( (( FRY ; 

. HAVING gain'd the Approbation of his Auditors by 
the Recital of theſe Things, the Truth of which they 


Ly 


| knew as well as himſelf, and which were almoſt all of them 


, * 9 


the Effecks of their Care as well as of his: © 


V 
appornted, to condutt you to the Glory you are ſeeking, and 
gach of you can judge, whether they are not ſufficients and 
Jure : We have infallible. Ways to introduce ten thou- 


and armed Men into a Town which has not two kundred to 


oppoſe un; the Plunder of which will unite ro us all. the 
Wau, whom Curioſity or Trade has drawn thit her; and 
ven the People thereof will help us to ſtrip the Great Ones, 
By "whom' they have been (o often ſtripþ'd, as Jon as they 
Hull Foy it ſafe to do ſo: The beſt Ships belonging to the Fleet 
are in our Intereſt, and the others carry in them gt pre- 
ſent what will reduce them 10 Aſhes ; The Arſenal, the 

ee i ( Wonder 
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in Part, without being intirely loſt; and. ours He 
VVV 
pearance, ought to have overthrown it. tho wou'd not have 
thought, that the Ruin of Spinola, who was. projedting the 
ſame Thing as. wt, ſhou'd not likewiſe have prov d ours? 
That the diſmiſſing the Troops of Lieveſtein, which. were all 
devoted to us, ſhou'd not have divulg'd what, we kept fa 


ret 7 That the Diſperſion of the little, Fleet ſhou'd not baud 
broken, all our Meaſures, and produced many freſh Inconver 
UE „in -= Cha It I bw Jae has * 14 53 
nienties? That the Diſcovery at Crema, and at N . 
ver neceſſarily. dam after it the Beten of the whole 
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77 had no. Conſequences ; th 
Traces were not follow'd, which wou'd have led up to us; 
no Advantage was made of the Light they gave: Did ever 
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fo profound a Tranquility ſucceed ſo great a Confuſion ? 
The Senate, as we are faithfully inform d, the Senate, I 
fay, is in 4 perfed Security : Our good Deſtiny has blinded. 
the moſt clear-ſighted of all Men, mcouraged the moſs. 
ti morous, lull d afleep the moſs ſuſpicious, and confounded. 
the moſt ſubtile and diſcerning. We are ſtill alive, my deav 
Friends, and are more powerful than we were before theſe 
Diſafters : They have only ſervd to prove our Conſtancy; 
we fill live, and our Life ſhall ſoon be fatal to the H- 
rants of this Place. So extraordinary and invincible a Hap- 
pineſs muſt be preternatural, and have we not Ground to 
preſume it is the Work of ſome Power more than human? 
And in Truth, my Companions, what is there upon Earth, 
that is worthy the Protection of Heaven, if what we are 
doing is not ? Mi are about deſtroying the moſt horrible of 
all Governments: We are about reſtoring Wealth to all the 
poor Subjects of this State, from whom the Avarice of the 
Nobles wou'd raviſh it eternally without us; we ſhall ſave 
the Honour of all the Women, which might one Day be born 
under their Domination, with Beauty enough to pleaſe them; 
we ſhall reſtore Life to an infinite Number of Wretches, whom 
their Cruelty has in its Power to ſacrifice to their leaſt Re- 
ſentment, fr the ſmalleſi Matters, In a Word, we ſhall pu- 
niſh them who moſt deſerve it of all Mankind, and who are 
equally polluted with the Crimes which Nature abhors, and 
thoſe which ſhe cannot ſuffer without bluſhing. Let us not 
then be afraid to take the Sword in one Hand, and the Torch 
in the other, to exterminate theſe Wretches; and when we 
ſhall behold theſe Palaces, where Impiety is ow the Throne, 
burning with a Fire, which is rather the Fire of Heav'n than 
ours; theſe Tribunals, which have been ſo often ſullyd with 
the Tears, and the Subſtance of the Innocent, conſum'd by the 
devouring Flames; the furious Soldier drawing out his reek= 
ing Hands from the Body of the Wicked; Death ranging tro 
every Quarter, and whatever hideous Speftacles the Darkneſs 
of the Night and military Licence are capable of producing ; 


Let us then remember, my dear Friends, that there is nothing 
1 25 a come 
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compleatly pure among Men, that the moſt commendable Ali: | 


ons are ſubje to the greateſt Inconveniencies, and in ſhort, that 
inſtead of the various Furies which laid waſte this unhappy 
Land, the :Miſorders. of the approaching Night are the only 


- THIS Diſcourſe was receivd by the whole Aſſembly 
with the Complaiſance which Men uſually have for Sen- 
timents agreeable to their own, However Renault, who 


had obſerv'd their Countenances, remark'd that Faffier, 


one of the Captain's beſt Friends had fall'n, all on a ſud- 
den, from an extreme Attention to an Inquietude which 
he ftrove in vain to hide, and that there ſtill remain'd in 


his Eyes an Air of Aſoniſhment and Sadneſs, which ex- 


preſs d a Mind ſeiz'd with Horror. Renault ſpoke of it to 


the Captain, who made a Jeſt of it at firſt; but having 


view'd Faffier for ſome time, he was almoſt of the ſame 


Opinion. Renault, who perfectly underſtood the Relations 
and neceſſary Connections between the moſt ſecret Moti- 
ons of the. Mind, and the lighteſt external Demonſtrations 
which: ſlip from it, when a Man is in any Agitation of 
Thought, having: maturely examin'd what had appear'd to 


him in Faffer's Looks, thought himſelf oblig'd to declare 


to the Captain, that he did not believe he was to be de- 
pended on. The Captain, who knew Faffer to be one of the - 
braveſt Men in the World, accus d him of judging precipi- 
tately, and beyond Reaſon ; but Renaulx perſiſting to juſti- 
fy his Suſpicion, laid the Grounds and the Conſequences | 
of it before him ſo clearly, that if the Captain was not 


touch d by them as deeply, he was convinced at leaſt, that 

ought to be watch'd. However he repreſented to 
Renault, that if even Faffier ſhou'd be ſtagger'd, which he 
cou'd not imagine, he had not Time enough left berwixt 


then and To-morrow Night to deliberate how to betray 
them, and to take a Reſolution thereon ; but let it be as 
it wou'd, in the preſent Poſture of Affairs, there was no 
Time to form new Meaſures, and that it was a Riſque 


which 


Means to eſtabliſh Peace, Innocence and Liberty- there for 
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which mult be run, either willingly or by Force, Renault 
reply d, there was one ſure Way not to be expos d to it, 
and that was to poniard Faffier themſelves that Night, 
The Captain remain'd ſilent a-while at that Propoſition z 
but at laſt he made anſwer, That he cou'd not reſolve to 
kill the beſt Friend he had upon a bare Suſpicion; that the 
Action might be attended with ſeveral ill Conſequences ; 
that he was afraid it might ſtartle their Companions, and 
render them odious to them, and make them believe they 
affected a ſort of Empire over them, and pretended to be 
Sovereign Arbiters of their Life. and Death; that there was 
no room to hope, they wiſh'd apprehend the Neceſſity of 
deſtroying Faffjer as well as themſelves; and not appre- 
hending it, each Conſpirator wou'd with Gricf behold his 
Life expog'd to the firſt Imagination of that Nature, they 
might entertain of him; that when Mens Minds are in a 
vehement Motion, a ſmall Matter may give them a wrong 
Turn, and the leaft Alteration they ſhou'd make in that 
State, is always of mighty Moment, becauſe they can take 
none but extreme Reſolutions; that if they were to con- 
ceal the Manner how Faffer came to diſappear among them, 
it was ſtill more to be fear'd the Company wou'd believe 
he was diſcover'd and fled, or elſe was a Priſoner, er a 
Traytor; and that whatever Pretence they invented, his 
Abſence on the Evening before the Execution, he ha- 
ving fo great a Share therein as he ought to have, cou'd 
not but intimidate them, and ſuggeſt to them melancholy 
Thoughts. V 

XENA UL x liſten'd with Attention to the Captain's 
Diſcourſe, when one of their People came in to them with 
an Order from the Senate, for all thoſe who had any Poſt 
in the Fleet to go on Beard the next Morning. At the ſame 
time was brought a Note from the Ambaſſador which diſ- 
cover'd the Reaſon of that Order. The Duke of Oſſuna 
cou'd not leave Naples ſo privately to repair to his great 
Ships, but the Spies of the Republick were appris d of it; 
but as he had left an Order that no Carriage * be 
— . ur- 
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Furniſh'd to go to Venice till a certain Time, and that all 
Letters which were directed thither ſhou'd be ſtopp'd, the 
Venetians cou'd, not have Advice of his Departure before 
that Day. The Arch-Duke, who was lately elected King 
of Bohemia, had deſir d Succour from him againſt the Re- 
bels of that Country who began to be in Motion, and the 
Vice-Roy having boaſted that he wou'd conduct thoſe Suc- 
cours thro? the Gulph to the very Ports of the Arch- Duke 
in ria, the Venetians had caus'd him to be intreated even 
by that Prince to take another Rout; but as he did not 
govern himſelf by thoſe Reaſons which govern other Men, 
when they were certify'd of . ee they made no 
doubt but it was to conduct in Perſon thoſe Succours by 
the Way he had reſoly'd, They wou'd not diſpute the Paſ- 
ſage with him, as they might have have done, becauſe 
they did not ſeek a Rupture, and only choſe to ſend 
their Fleet to the Coaſts of Ifria, where he was to land his 
Troops, in Order to obſerve him, and reſtrain him from 


the various Temptations he might be under, at the Sight 


of their maritime Places. ee e, eee 

THE firmeſt Reſolutions of Men uſually proceed from 
s ſtrong Imagination of the Danger they have to en- 
counter, By the Help of this Imagination, the Soul fami- 
liariſes itſelf at laſt with the Circumſtances of the Danger, 
how frightful ſoever they may de, by the repeated Conſi- 
deration of them; but then all the Firmneſs of its Reſo- 
lution is ſo affix d to thoſe particular Circumſtances, that if 
any one of them happens to alter at the point of Execu- 
tion, it is a very great Hazard that the Reſolution will alſo 


change. This was what Renault and the Captain dreaded, 


might befal their Companions on account of the unfore- 
ſeen Embarkation of the Venetian Fleet, which they wefe 
Juſt inform'd of; and this News gave them much Unea- 
ſineſs, becauſe they immediately, judg'd it would oblige 
them, tho? ever ſo much againſt their Will, to make ſome 


Alteration in the manner after which they had firſt diſpas'd. 
the Execution of their Enterprize, This Execution con d 


not 
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not be perform'd that Inſtant, becauſe the Night was too 
far advanced, and it wou d be Day before Notice cou d be 
given to the little Fleet to approach within Cannon-ſhot of 
Venice, where it was requiſite it ſhou'd be to begin, and be- 
fore the Troops which were at the Laxaretto cou'd be 


ſent for. As for the next Day, the Venetians being to put to 
Sea, if Elliot was order'd to move forivard likewiſe, he 


wou'd infallibly meet thoſe who would be all that Day re- 
pairing from Venire to the Fleet. The Courſe the Venetian 
Navy was to make, was the moſt favourable the Conſpi- 


rators coud wiſh, for it was going to turn its Back to 


Elliot; and all things being well conſider d, it was judg d 


proper to give ĩt Time to get to ſome Diſtance. The Diffi- 


culty was to reſolve whether the Captain, Anglade, the 


three Petardeers; and the other Conſpirators who had Poſts 
there, ' ſhou'd' obey the Order of the Senate. They ſeem'd 


indiſpenſibly neceſſary at Venice for the Execution, eſpeei- 


ally the Captain; and yet he was the Man who cou d leaſt 
of all ſtay behind; the important Command he had in the 
Fleet, wou'd make him more taken Notice of than all the 
others together; as moſt of them had Employments on 
board his Ships, he could almoſt alone ſupply their Default 
by his Authority,” if be were preſent, and even hinder their 
Abſence from being perceiv'd. Theſe Reaſons made them 
conclude, that he ſhould go with only “ Anglade, whoſe 
Employment in the Fleet depended immediately on the 
General as well as that of the three Petardeers, but as for 
the Petardeers, they choſe to riſque all rather than let them 
depart. The General ask'd the Captain after them as ſoon 
as he ſaw him, and the Captain anſwer'd, he beliey'd they 


were conceal'd in Venice in the Courtezan's Houſes, as well 
as ſome of his Officers whom he miſsd, and that the Pre- 
eipitation with which he was oblig'd to come away, had 


not giv'n him Time to find them out, The General was 
ſo preſs'd by the Senate to be gone, and ſo buſy for the 
ſame Reaſon, that he cou'd not ſend to ſeek them for ſe- 
eral TO and ſtill leſs ſtay till they were found. | 

BEFORE 
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BEFORE he went on board, the Captain took Faffer 
aſide, and pray d him to ſupply his Place with Rengwlz. on 
the Night of the Execution. He magnify'd. to him the 
Confidence they had in his Conduct and Courage, and 
told him, that without that Aſſurance, he ſhou'd never have 
reſolu d to go, but that he thought he left another Self to 
3 by Campanions while Jer remain d with thera. Puripg 
this Speech, the Captain obſery d him with Attention; but 
the Man being warm 'd with Teſtimonies which were giyen 
him of the Eſteem. that wzs entertain d of him, anſwer d 
with ſuch Tokens of Teal, Fidelity and Acknowledg- 
ment as wou'd have conhrm'd« the moſt Suſpicious. = 
Fils was the laſt Effort of his dying · Reſolution; it 
vaniſh'd quite, when the Face of bis Friend vvas turn d; 
and having no longer before his Eyes, the only Man Who 
Was capable, by the Conſideration he had for him, to keep 
him firm, he abandon' himſelf intirely to his Uncertainty. 
The Deſcription. Renault had given of the Night of the 
Execution in the Concluſion of his Harangue bad ſtruck 
him to ſuch a Degree, that he cou'd not moderate his Pity. 
His Imagination improv'd that Picture; and repreſented to 
him exactly, and in the moſt lively Colours, all the Cru- 
elties and Injuſtices which are inevitable on ſuch Occaſions. 
From that Moment he heard nothing on all, Sides, but the 
Cries of Children trampled under Foot; the Groans of aged 
Men in murdering. and the Shricks of Women raviſh'd; 
he ſaw nothing but Palaces tumbling down, Churches on 
Fire, and holy Places defil'd with Blood; Venice the ſad, the 
deplorable Venice, preſented itſelf every where before his 
Eyes, no longer Triumphant. as formerly over the Ottoman 
Power, and the Pride of Spam, but in Aſhes, or in Irons, 
and more drench'd.in the Blood of its Inbabitants, than in 
the Waters which encompaſs. it. This diſmal Image pur- 
ſues him Night and Day, ſollicits him, preſſes him. ſtag- 
s him; he in vain endeavours to drive it away, it is 
more obſtinate than all the Furies, poſſeſſes him in the midſt 
of his Repaſts, diſturbs his Repoſe, and even mingles itſelf 
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in his. Dreams, But then, to betray his Friends ! and what 


Friends? Men Intrepid, Intelligent, of unrival'd Merit each 


in his ſeveral Way; it wou'd be the Work of Ages to brin 


together a ſecond Time ſo great a Number of extraordi- 


nary Men in the Moment they are going to render them- 
ſelves memorable to the lateſt Poſterity, and muſt the Fruit 
they are ready to reap from the greateſt Reſolution that ever 
enter d into the Mind of a private Man, be raviſh'd_from 
them ? And how! will they periſh? By Torments more 
ſtrange and exquiſite than all thoſe which the Tyrants of 
paſs Ages have invented : Who does not know that there 


is a Prifon at Venice, which is more capable of ſhaking the 


Conſtancy of a Man of Courage, than the moſt frightful 
Puniſhments of other Countries ! | 

_ THESE lift Reflections, which attack d Faffier in his 
weakeſt Part, confirm'd him in his firſt Sentiments; the 
Pity he felt for his Companions balanced in his Soul that 
which the Deſolation of Venice had excited, and he con- 
tinu'd in this Uncertainty *till the Day of the Aſcenſion, to 
which the Execution had been deferr'd. There came News 


from the Captain in the Morning: He ſent Word that he 


wou'd anſwer for the Fleet, that it was fatling tothe Neigh- 
bourhood of Maran, and at the ſame Time as the Troops 
of Lieveſtein ſhou'd be ſent for from the Laxaretto, a Boat 
ſhou'd be difpatch'd to him to acquaint him with it, and 
that he wou'd wait for that Advice to begin to act on his 
Side. They ſent Elliot the Guides that were promis'd him; 
ſuborn'd Perſons were introduced into the Belfry of the 
Procuraty of St. Mark, who had ſome Acquaintance with 
thoſe who kept Guard there, and who laid them afleep by 
Means of Drugs and Scents proper for that purpoſe, mix'd 
with their Food and Liquor, and by making them drink 
and cat to Exceſs on Account of the publick Rejoycings 
of the Day. Orders were given to certain choſen Officers, 
to poſſeſs themſelves of the Houſes of thoſe Senators who 
were moſt to be fear'd, and to kill them. Each had the 
Houſe mark'd out to him which he was to attack, as 
| had 
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had alſo each of the principal Conſpirators, and the o- 
ther Officers, the Poſt he was to take, the Men he was to 
have, and where he was to take them, the Word to know 
them by, and the Way by which he was to lead them; 
Notice was likewiſe given to the Troops at the Lararerto, 
to the Spaniards of the little Fleet, and to the thouſand 
Hallanders who were already in Venice, how they were to 
divide themſelves from the Place of St. Mark, where they 
were all to rendezyous, the Places they, ſhou'd ſeize, the 
Commanders which were appointed them, and the Watch- 
word to know them; the Artillery of the Council of Ten 
was viſited by Ferſons no way to be ſuſpected, and i it was 
found to be in a Condition to ſerve. 

FAFFIER had the Curioſity to ſee, the Ceremony 
where the Doge eſpouſes the Sea, becauſe it was the laſt 
Time it was to be perform d. His Compaſſion reviv'd at 
the Sight of che publick Rejoycings; the profound Tranqui- 
lity of the unhappy Venetians gave him a more liyely Senſe of 
their approaching Deſolation, and he return'd more irreſo- 
lute than ever. But at laſt Heaven not being willing to a- 
bandon the Work of twelve Ages, and of ſo many able 
Minds, to the Fury of a Courteſan, and of a Company of 
profligate Wretches, the good Genius of the Republick in- 
ſpir d Jaſſier with an Expedient by which he hoped to ſave 
Venice:and his Companions at once. He went to Barthe- 
lemi Cumino, Secretary of the Council of Ten, and told him 
he had ſomething very urgent to reveal, which concern d 
the Safety of the State, but firſt he requir'd the Doge and 
the Council ſhou'd promiſe him one Favour, and ſhou d en- 
gage themſelves by the moſt ſacred Oaths to make the Se- 
nate ratify their Promiſe; that the Favour was, the Lives 


of two and twenty Perſons he ſhou'd name, whatever 


Crime they ſhou'd have committed; but that they ſhou'd 
not think of wreſting the Secret from him by Torments 
without granting him this Favour, for there were not any 
horrible enough to force a fingle Word from his Mouth, 


The Ten were — in a Moment, and * 
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{ent to the Doge, to receive from him the Promiſe Faffier 


demanded. He heſitated, no more than they to give it; and 
Faſfier being fully ſatisfy'd with what he was going to do, 


diſcoyer'd to them the whole Conſpiracy. The Thing ap- 
pear'd ſo horrible to them, and ſo prodigious, that they 
cou'd not believe it. However, as it was eaſy to verify 


ſome Particulars of it, Comino was ſent to the Belfry of 
the Procuraty. He brought Werd back, that he had found 


the whole Guard drunk or aſleep. They ſent him then to 
the Arſenal. He was a good While before he cou'd find 
the Officers who had been corrupted: But at laſt a Servant 
being intimidated with his Threats, ſhew'd him a little Door, 
which he caus'd to be broke open, after he had knock'd 
at it ſeveral: Times to no Purpoſe, He found the Officers 
with the three Petardeers, who were juſt finiſhing the Fire- 
works deſign'd for the Execution. He ask'd them wheat 


oblig'd them to work on ſo great a Holy-Day, and why 


they had not open'd to him when he knock d. They an- 


ſwer d, that the Petardeers were to ſet out the next Day to 


repair to the Fleet; That the General had order d them to 
bring a great Number of Fireworks ready to play off; 
That there not being ſo many ready as he requir d, they had 
deſird the others to aſſiſt them to make ſome; That as 
the Thing might be of Conſequence, they thougbt they 
might be diſpens'd with as to the Obſervation of the Feſti- 
val, and that in order to do it without Scandal, they had 
ſhut themſelves up, as he found them, in the moſt retir'd 
Part of the Arſenal, which they had choſen on purpoſe, 
Tho' Comino cou'd make no Reply to this Anſwer, he ar- 
reſted them. Dl | 
THE Ten being frighten'd more and more, ſent in the 
next Place to the Grecian Woman's Houſe, but no Body 
was. found there. The Suborn'd Perſons who had laid the 
Guard of the Belfry afleep, had. counterfeited ſleeping as 
well as the reſt, when they ſaw Comino; but he was hard- 
ly gone out, when they ran to the Grecian's, where they 
gave ſo warm an Alarm, that without loſing a Moment, 
Vol. IV. Q | Nolot, 
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Nolbe, Robert, Revellido, Retroſi, Vilameaxana, Durand, Ter 
non, and Robert Brulardd, who chanced to be with her, 
went and caſt themſelves all together into one of the Barks, 
which had been retain'd at the Rialro; to fetch the Troops 
from the Lazarerro, and got happily out of Venice, The 
Grief which the Council had for their Eſcape, made them 
reſolve to ſearch the Houſes of the Ambaſſadors of France 
and of Spain without further Delay; They ask'd civilly for 
Admittance about an Affair which related to the Safety of 

the Republick. The Frenchman granted it as civilly, and 
Renault was taken, and brought away with Lawrence Bru- 
lard, and de Bribe: But the Spaniard refus d them with Bit- 
terneſs: He alledg d all the Privileges of his Function, and 
protefted furiouſly againſt the Violence which was offer d 
him, when he ſaw them enter by Force. They found 
there Arms for above five hundred Men, ſixty Petards, and 
an increqible Quantity of Powder, of Fireworks, and ſuch 
like. An exact Inventory was taken of all, at which he 
was preſent, ridiculing them all the while, Juſt when 
this Inventory was brought to the Council of Ten, a No- 
bleman of the Houſe of Yaliera arriv'd there with Brain- 
vile and Theodor, two of the principal Conſpirators. They 
had been inform'd, that all was diſcover d, and deſpairing 
to fave themſelves, becauſe they knew all the Ports were 
ſhut up fince the Greek Woman's Eſcape, they refolv'd to 
make a Skew as if they wou'd diſcover the Conſpiracy, 
and went to this Noble Venetian, whom they had known 
in Flanders, to get him to introduce them to the Council; 
where they were ſeiz d. In the mean time a general 
Search was made in all the Taverns, Inns, Lodgings, Ga- 
ming-Houſes, infamous Places and others, where Strangers 
might hide themſelves; and all the Officers, either Dutch, 
French, Spaniards, Waloons, Neapolitans, or. Milaneſe, were- 
ſecur d, to the Number of near four hundred. | 
WHILE theſe Things were doing, two Natives of- 
Daufiny, who came from Orange, arriv'd in their Boots, 
as they had flung themſelves, at quitting their Horſes, 
? 4 | into 
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into the Barque which brought them. They told the Coun- 
cil, that ſome Frenchmen, their Friends, having writ to 
them from Venice, that if they had a Mind to enrich them- 
ſelves, they only need haſten: thither, becauſe there was a 
Conſpiracy Juſt ready to be executed, to ſeize the Town 
and give it to be plunder'd, they were come with all Speed 
to detect fo preat a Wickedneſs, inſtead of ſharing in it. 
They were thank'd, lodg'd honourably, and deſir d to reſt 
themſelves till the Senate had Time to deliberate on the Re- 
ward which was due to them. In the mean while, the Day 
came: The Senate aſſembled, and the Marquis de Bedmar 
demanded Audience. It was granted him out of mere Cu- 
rioſity. The Noiſe of the Conſpiracy was then ſpread over 
the Gity, and occaſion'd a dreadful Diſorder. The People, 
who had a confus'd Notion that the Spaniards were the 
Authors of it, got together about the Ambaſſador's Palace, 
in order to break into it, and were ready to ſet it on Fire, 
when they who were to conduct him to Audience, arriv'd. 
They made known their Commiſſion; and the People flat- 
tering themſelves with Hopes that the Senate wou'd in- 
flict on him an exemplary Puniſhment, ſuffer d him to go, 
and attended him with all the Injuries and Imprecations ima- 

inable. 
5 THE Ambaſſador being enter d into the Senate, began 
with bitter Complaints againſt the Violence which had 
been committed in his Houſe, contrary to the Law of 
Nations; and accompany'd his Complaints with ſuch 
haughty and furious Menaces of Revenge, that the major 
Part of the Senators were in a Conſternation, and dread- 
ed left he had ſtill ſome Invention, which was not known, 
to accompliſh his Deſign, The Doge anſwer'd him, that 
they would excuſe that Outrage to him, when he had 
given them the Reaſon of the warlike Preparations which 
were found in the Houſe of Him, who, as an Ambaſſa- 
dor, ought to be a Miniſter of Peace, He reply'd, that 
he was aſtoniſh'd, Perſons who were eſteem'd ſo wiſe, 
ſhould be ſo weak as to inſult him to his Face on fo groſs 
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a Pretence; that they knew as well as he did, that all 
theſe Proviſions were but depoſited in his Houſe, as had 
deen done formerly, in order to be ſent to Naples. and 
Tirol; that as for the Arms, all the World knew there 
were none ſo good as thoſe which were made in the Towns 
belonging to the Republick, and that for the Fire-works 
and other Things of that kind, ſome Work- men of an 
extraordinary Skill having offer d themſelves to him, he 
had been induc'd to employ them out of Curioſity. The 
Doge interrupting him, told him thoſe Work- men were 
profligate Wretches, or rather Monſters, born for the ever- 
laſting Shame of Mankind; and as he ſpoke thoſe Words 
he preſented to the. Ambaſſador a Letter of Credit to the 
Governor of Milan, which had been found among Re- 
nault's Papers, with other Letters from the Duke of O/- 
una. The Ambaſſador made anſwer, That as for the 
Duke of Oſſuna, he had. declar d his Sentiments before, 
that he knew nothing of his Conduct; and as for the Let- 
ter of Credit, it was true the French Ambaſſador had recom- 
mended to him a Gentleman ſome time ago, who ſtood 
in need of Favour at Milan for a particular Affair, and he 
had given that Man the Letter. they ſhew d him; but that 
he was wholly ignorant that the Republick was any way 
concern d in that Affair. The Doge ſceing by his Replies, 
that the Ambaſſador would never want an Anſwer, con- 
tented himſelf with repreſenting to him very ſtrongly the 
Blackneſs of his Enterprize, and concluded with proteſting 
they were all very far from thinking the King his Maſter 
had the leaſt Hand in it. The Ambaſſador reply d to this 
Remonſtrance with all the Tranſport of a Man of Worth, 
whoſe Honour is attack d unjuſtly ; that he was of a Nation 
to which Bravery and Prudence were ſo natural, that they 
had no need to have Recourſe to ill Artifices to ruin their 
Enemies; that the King his Maſter was powerful enough 
to deſtroy. them by open Force, and without making uſe 


of Treacherics, as 1 very only appear. 
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HE went out abruptly after theſe Words, without any 


Ceremony; they who conducted him, begg'd him to reſt 


himſelf a little in an Apartment juſt by, till the Senate had 
given the neceſſary Orders for his Safety; and he ſuffer'd 
himſelf to be conducted where they pleas'd, raging with 
Anger, and without making any Anſwer. While the Po- 
pulace was got together in the Place to tear him to pieces 
when the Senate ſhould deliver him up; it was eaſy to 
thoſe who were ſent to his Houſe with a ſtrong Guard, 
to ſhip off his Domeſticks, and his moſt valuable Furni- 
ture; after which they came to fetch him, and conducted 
him thro' private Paſſages of the Palace to a Brigantine 
well arm'd, and attended with a good Convoy. 

THE People, enrag'd ar his Eſcape, made Images of 
him and the Duke of Oſſuna, to which they did ail that 


they would have done to their Perſons, if they had been 


in their Power, Orders were ſent at the fame time to 
the General to Sea, to drown Anglade, the Captain Fac- 
ques Pierre, and all the truſty Officers the Captain had on 
Board his Ships. As it was ſuppos'd they would be upon 
their Guard, they choſe a Veſſel of the ſtrangeſt and moſt 


unuſual Form that could be found at Venice to carry the 


Order; it was equipp'd after the moſt likely Manner to 
make it be thought not to come from thence, and it took 


a large Compaſs about, to arrive from the contrary Side - 


to that it ought, if it came from Venice. It was known 
afterwards that the Captain had been all the Night in Ex- 
pectation, and ſeeing this Veſſel arrive, he retir'd imme- 
diately into the largeſt of his Ships, as if he had ſuſpected 
the Truth, and was for putting himſelf in a Condition to 
make a Defence in caſe he was betray'd, But it is pro- 
bable that the fear of ruining all thro? a Terror which 


might be merely a Panick, ſtop'd him ſome Time, to de- 


liberate whether he ought to declare himſelf or not; for 
the General, who did not loſe a Moment, having ſent 
to him two choſen Men, and no way ſuſpected, they 
enter'd without Arms as to Appearance, into the Place 
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where be was, and found him alone, and accoſting him 
with an Air as free as uſual, poniarded him on the ſudden, 
and flung him into the Sea, without any one's perceiving 
it. L' Anglade and forty of his Officers were ſerv d after 
the ſame manner, and with the ſame Secrecy. 

IN the mean Time Renault being interrogated at Venice, 
anſwer d, That he knew not what they meant. They 
ſhew'd him the Letter of Credit to Don Pedro, a Paſport 
in Spaniſh for all the Countries under the Obedience of 
Spain, Bills of Exchange. for great, Sums, and a Thouſand 
Piſtoles beſides. He ſaid that he knew neither the Spaniſh 
Ambaſſador, nor the Governour of Milan; and therefore 
if there was any Thing amongſt his Papers relating to 
them, it muſt have been put there by ſome body elſe ; 
and as for the Bills of Exchange, and the Piſtoles, they 
were all that he was worth in the World. They put him 
on the Ordinary and Extraordinary Rack; but he ſaid no- 
thing farther, unleſs that he was a poor old Man, of 
Worth, Quality, and Honour, and that God would re- 
venge him. The Rack was brought before him for ſe. 
veral Days following, and even Impunity was promis'd 
him, if he would Confeſs all that he knew; but to no 
Purpoſe, And after having been Tortur'd in all the Forms 
at ſeveral Times, he was at laſt Strangled in Priſon, and 
hung up publickly by one Foot, as a Traytor. The Lieu- 
tenant of the Count de Naſſau, the three Petardeers, Bribe, 
Laurance Brulard, and the two Officers of the Arſenal, 
were Hung in the ſame manner, after having ſuffer'd the 
Rack with the ſame Conſtancy ; But Brainvile, Theodor 
and above three Hundred Officers, were only ſtrangled or 
_ drowned privately. 

FAFFIER.' in the mean. while being enrag d at the ill 
Succeſs of his Compaſſion, made loud Complaints that 
the Council of Ten did not keep their Promiſe with 
him in favour of his Companions. It had not been Vio- 
Jated, but after a mature Deliberation, Nay, ſeveral were 
or. having it — obſery d; others remonſtrated, 
: that 


that if the Fake fret Wen, made knowl by Jar 
only, it might have been a Queſtion, but two Natives of 
' Daufiny having alſo reveal'd it, the Senate were at full Li- 
berty to act after the ſame Manner as if Faffier had made 
no Diſcovery. _ This Advice carry'd it, being ſupported by 
the Horror and publick Fright, tho' many Things might 
have been urg'd to the contrary. They endeavour'd. to 
appeaſe Faffier by all ſorts of Means: They offer'd him 
Money, and Employment; he refus'd all, and inflexibly 
requir'd the Lives ot his Companions in vain, and at laſt 
left Venice quite inconſolable for their Execution, The 
Senate hearing this, ſent him an Order to quit the States 
belonging to the Republick in three Days, at the Peril of 
bis Life, and four Thouſand Sequins. which they forc'd 
him to take, The Pity he fett for his Companions re- 
doubled upon. him, as often as he reflected that he had 
been the Cauſe of their I eath: He underſtood, as he was 
travelling, that the Deſign againſt Breſcia was ſtil] in a 
Condition to ſucceed: The Deſire of being reveng'd on 
the Senate, made bim fling himſelf into that Town, but 
he was hardly got there, when the Council of Ten having 
found out that Affair by the Papers of the Conſpirators, 
ſent thither ſome Troops, who took Poſſeſſion of the 
principal Poſts, and put ſeveral Spaniards who had been 
introduc d there to the Sword. Faffier was taken Fight- 
ing at the Head of them, like a Man who only ſeeks to 
ſell his Life dearly, and being brought back to Venice a few 
Days after, he- was drowned there, the next Day after 
his Arrival. | 
THE Death of this unhappy Wretch having fully re- 
ſtor'd Tranquility to this noble City, the firſt Care of the 
Cenate was to demand another Ambaſſador at Madrid; 
Don Lewis Bravo was accordingly Nominated for that En- 
. ployment, with Orders to ſet out immediately; and the 
Marquis de Bedmar gave him, according to Cuſtom, an 
Inſtruction, which might be reduc'd almolt to theſe two _ 
Points. The firſt was, That the new Ambaſſador ſhould-. 
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1 en ff Nea ons vehemently blame the Conduct of his 
. Eeceffor, and affect to follow the quite contrary, even 


ia the moſt indifferent Things. © The other Point was, 


That in all Matters he ſhould have to Negotiate relating to 
the Rights and Preeminences of the Republick, he ſhould 
make uſe, inſtead of all other Memoirs, of the Squittinio 
della Liberta Veneta, to which the Marquis refer d him in 
ſeveral Places of this Inſtruction, and in Terms, which, 
tho Modeſt, diſcover ſufficiently the Paternal Fondneſs he 
had for that Libel. In the mean while was Publiſh'd, by 
Sound of Trumpet, and in Writing, thro” all the Territo- 
ries of the Republick, a Prohibition under Pain of Death, 
to impute any Part of the Conſpiracy to the King of 
Spain, or the Spaniards. Thirty thouſand Ducats were 
given to the two Natives of Daufiny, who came from 
their own Country to diſcover it; Don Pedro ſeeing all 
+ Things paſt Retrieval, made an end to disband his Troops, 
and reſtor'd Vercelli. The Duke of Oſſuna gave conſider- 
able: Preſents to the Wife and Children of the Captain, 
when he ſet them at Liberty; and the Marquis de Bedmar 
had an Order from Spain, to go and ſerve as firſt Miniſter 
in Flanders, and ſome Years after he receiv'd a Cardinal's 


Hat from Rome. 


The End of the Fourth Volume. 


